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Sunshine  Wof k  for  the  Blind. 

With  the  New  Year  comes  srlad  tidings 
to  all  Sunshiners.  You  will  remember  that 
"When  yunshine  took  the  Arthur  Home  at 
Fummit,  N.  J.,  for  a  Sunshine  home  for 
blind  b'abit't,  the  Society  had  to  assume  a 
mortga^ge  of  $4,700.  With  the  many  other 
tuK'.ncial  oblig-ations  that  Sunshine  was 
carrying,  this  added  burden  made  it  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  carry  on  our  work  without 
anany  prohlertis  and  rougrh  places  to  over- 
come. 

A  good  friend  whose  interest  in  the  blind 
babies  and  v.-hose  consideration  of  what 
Sunshine  ilS^dcingr  for  them  is  deep,  pur- 
chased the  mortg-age,  and  offered  to  g^ive 
$1',300  of  the  mortgage  if  Sunshine  could 
aalse  $2,200     be'ore  January  first. 

With  the  heavy  duties  of  approaching 
Christmas  in  addition  to  the  regular  work 
of  Sunshine  %vhrch  is  always  heavy,  the 
General  'leadquarters  in  New  York  City, 
undertook  to  raise  the  $2,200.  At  first,  it 
seemed  a  hppless  undertaking,  but  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Weilover  Alden,  our  president- 
ttentral  whose  courage  is  exhaustless,  kept 
at  it,  seeking  help  in  every  direction  and 
making  .epeated  appealiy^  for  the  sum 
needed.  ^  ** 

Be<#ause  the  Home  is  located  in  New  Jer- 
sty.  New  Jersey  friends  were  first  appealed 
to,  but  New  Yorkers  are  always  ready  to 
help  and  never  willing  to  have  a  sister 
state  or  city  get  ahead  of  them.  Ho  New_ 
Yorkers  took  part  in  raising  the  $2,200, 
end  before  the  New  Year  dawned,  .Sunshine 
had  fulfilled  its  share  of  the  bargain,  and 
the  good  friend  had  done  his  part  and  the 
Arthur  Home  is  now   free   from  all  deb^ 

This  should  be  cause  for  great  rejoicing 
tJ-.is  glati  new  year,  for  Sunshine  has  work- 
ed very  hard  for  the  interests  of  blind  chil- 
dren, and  every  step  gained  is  a  great  vic- 
tory. 

It  has  been  uphill  work  to  save  the .  ba- 
rbies, but  jiow  tliat  Sunshine  has  two  beau- 
tiful hom.es  for  them,  well  equipped  with 
clflclent  nurses  and  all  the  conveniences  for 
their  care  and  training,  a  large  percentage 
of   blind   children  can    be   saved. 

Bach  home  is  international  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  so  long  as  there  is  room,  the  baby 
■\v  11  be  taken  no  m.itter  what  its  nation- 
ality,   religion  or  creed   may   be. 

Our  great  regret  in  the  work  for  the 
■blind,  is  that  there  are  more  children  ap- 
plying for  admii^ion  Ap  the  homes  than  wa 
•can  accommodate,  yet  we  try  to  select 
the  children  most  in  need  of  our  care  and 
training  when  there  are  vacancies  n 
either   home  to   be   filled. 

Through  the  kindness  of  tlie  Superin<t 
tendent  of  the  State  ScTiooI  for  the  Blind,^ 
Mr,  C.  A.  Hamilton..  Headquarters  has  been 
able  to  assisl  in  plaeing  a  blind  boy,  five 
years  old,  .son  of  Frank  A.  Colvin  of  Ster- 
ling, N.  Y.,  in  the  State  School  for  the 
iJlind  at  Batavia.  Miss  Ida  M.  Parsonson 
of  Rochester,  wrote  Headquarters  about  the 
}>oy,  and  Headquarters  wrote  the  State 
School,  and  the  Superintendent  sent  the 
a-equlsite  filing  blanks,  and  the  little  boy  is 
nov,-  happy  in  his  new   home. 


No  difference  where  you  may  find  a  blind 
child,  always  report  it  to  Headquarters. 
There  should  be  a  record  there  even 
though  th<»  child  has  a  beautiful  home. 
The  Uttlo  one  s  blind,  and  the  central 
ofBce  is  trying  to  make  a  correct  census  of 
the    blind   children   of   the   United   States. 

Littlo  blind  Dorothy  of  Ohicagro,  has 
joilned  the  yunshino  children  again.  She 
•was  bro-u?iht  oi.  from  Illinois  by  her  mother 
iind  placed  in  the  care  of  the  nurses  at  the 
Arthur  Homi-  in  Summit.  Dorothy  walks 
now.  and  she  talks  a  little.  Her  latest 
achievemint  is  to  be  able  to  march  in  and 
out  with  the  other  children  to  the  music 
(Played  on   the  piano.  A 

When  Dorothy  Jlrst*- came  to  us  at  the 
{Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Dyker 
Heights,  it  was  feared  nothing  could  be 
<lone  for  her,  but  the  best  of  care  and 
thoughtful  training  for  two  years,  enabled 
(htr  to  show  improvement.  Although  back- 
T\-.ird,  she  earns  slowly,  and  we  hope  in 
time  she  will  be  able  to  talk  so  as  to  be 
understood  by  strangers.. 

Anybody  wishing  to  send  a  child  to  the 
Arthur  Home  for  special  care  can  do  so,  so 
long  as  :he  Institution  is  not  crowded  with 
Kew  Jersey  children.  To  give  a  cliild  a 
special  nurse  who  never  leaves  it  for  a 
minute,  insures  progress  for  the  little  one, 
60  parents  of  blind  children  are  urged  to 
take  advantage  of   this   Home. 

Ivittle  Alice,  the  Brooklyn  child  suffering 
^vith  tub_erculosis,  has  greatly  improved, 
end  we  hop<J  will  be  entirely  cured.  We 
now  have  a  well  equipped  portable  house 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Arthur  Home  wliere 
•x\-e  can  give  the  best  of  care  to  those  of 
cur  children  who  are  tubercular.  This  house 
la  the  gift  of  a  Now  JeJrsey  woman  who  is 

Sreatly   'ntereeted    in    blind    children    and    is 
oin-g    much    in   the    work    to   stamp  out  this 
dreaded    olague. 

Friends  everywhere  are  good  to  the 
blind  babies.  Recently  a  check  came  all  the 
way  from  the  Glendale  Branch  of  Glendale, 
California.  This  Branch  is  doing  a  splen- 
did work. 

When  w^e  remember  that  it  costs  $300  a 
month  for  the  running  expenses  of  the 
Home  at  Dyker  Heights  and  i^eoo  a  month 
for  the  Home  at  Summit,  it  will  cause  no 
surprise  that  Sunshine  must  work  each  day 
to  do  something  that  will  bring  in  funds  ; 
for   the  blind   babies. 

Caring  for  these  helpless  little  ones  is 
Very  expensive  business,  but  the  children 
are  so  grateful  for  the  care  bestow^ed  upon 
thejn.  and  improve  so  beautifully  under  the 
training  given  them,  that  the  cost  does  not  . 
seem  great  when  compared  wuth  the  re-  , 
suits.  Besides,  it  is  the  work  "that  is  pro- 
viding homes,  care  and  education  for  one 
class  of  humanity  that  nas  t)eeu  neglected 
until  .Sunshine  discovered  them  and  awak- 
ened   interest   in   their   behalf. 

Do  you   w"onder  that   we  call      them     "our 
babies"'  when  you  know   that  we  have  saved 
Irom   the  awful     doom     of     either     literally- 
digging  their  eyes  out  and  becoming  idiots? 
This    departm  nt    of      Sunshine      work      is 

^firmly  established  now,  and  w^e  hope  it  will 
grow    until    every    blind    baby    can    have    the 

/advantage    of    the    homes    we    expect    to    es- 
tablish in  every  state  in  the  Union. 
Sunshine  Here  and  There. 
Brooklyn    Branch    No.    5    was    entertained 

'on  Wednesday  at  the.  home  of  the  secre- 
tary, Mr.s.  James  Preater  on  Fifth  street. 
Mrs.    William    Hamilton,    the    president,    pre- 

';6icled. 

1^  This  Branch  has  undertaken  to  raise  a 
fund  for  "Brooklyn  Boy"  to  help  hifh 
through    college,    and    proposes    each    month 

^o   give  some   form  of   entertainment   to  add 

;to   the   ..und. 


Plans  are  nor/  in  progress  for  a  musicale' 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Xnox,  13  St. 
James  Place,  some  svening  during  January. 
Mrs.  Bernard  Christ,  pre.sldent  of  the  Sun- 
shine Musical  Club  has  volunteered  to  as- 
sist in  preparing  the  program.  Full  notice 
of  arrangements  and  date  of  the  musicale 
willu   be  given   when   plans  are  completed. 

Mrs.  Christ  has  l>eon  very  ill,  and  o'b- 
liged  to  cancel  many  engagements,  but  it 
is  with  pleasure  we  receive  the  good  news 
that  she  is  improving  rapidly  and  is  slowly 
resuming  her   '  eautiful   work    In    Sunshine. 

The  Sunshine  Emergency  Branch  of  the 
Southern  Division,  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Ent- 
wsle,  president,  Have  raised  sufficient 
funds  to  repair  the  wheelchair  placed  un- 
der their  charge,  and  have  it  ready  to  loan 
to  some  shut-in  who  has  none. 

The  chair  has  had  new  rubber  tires 
placed  on  the  wheels,  and  the  Industrial 
Home  for  Blind  Men  re-caned  it.  Now  it  is 
ready  for  its  mission  of  good  cheer  under, 
the  children  of  this  sqjlendid  Branch  of 
Sunshise. 

Mis.  Entwiale  is  untiring  in  her  efforts  to 
make  her  Branch  the  banner  branch  of  the 
division.  Ca.meo  Branch  has  always  held 
the  banner,  but  Mrs.  Entwisle  and  the 
ch'ldren  of  her  Branch  are  sure  they  will 
win   .ft   for   this   year. 

Wlien    -,vord    reached    Mrs.    Entwisle    that 
there    are    two    girls    at    the    Arthur    Home 
from    Brooklyn, — girls  ■  who    need    some    one 
to    taJve   a  .special    interest   in    them,    she    set 
at   \sork   -Jt   once   to   do  something  for   them. 
p      All    business   arrangements   of   the   delight- 
i  ful    entertainment    given    by    her    Branch    in 
De-cem.ber.     have    been    completed,    and    now^ 
th-'s    sunshiney    woman    is    arranging    for    a 
,  special      entertainment      to     be      given      this 
j  month    for   the.  benefit    of    these   two    Brook- 
!  lyn    blind   -girls.      The    place    and    date    have 
;  not   been   decided   upon   as   yet,    but   rehears- 
:als    are    in    progress    and    Mrs.    Entwisle    ex- 
pects   to    introduce    one    or    two    little    chU- 
idren    who    have    never    appeared    in    public 
S  before. 

'j      When    we    learn    when      and      where      th's 
(January    entertaininent    is    to    be    given,    we 
'i,must  reserve  .the  evening,   and   by  our  pr6s- 
.ence,      encourage     the      children     and     their 
I  faUhful     president     in     the     beautiful     Soin- 
f  shine   wo;k  they   have  undertaken. 
;      Now    that    you    all    have    your    new-    calen- 
I  dars    for    1911,     mark    a    circle    around    the 
13th   of  §ach   month  so  you   can   reserve   the 
afternoon    of   thati    day      for      the      monthly 
Boai^   and   Council    meeting  of   the   Interna- 
tiondl    Sunshine      Society.      It      is      at      these 
meetings    tliat    we    learn    just    what    the    So- 
ciety  has  accomplished   and   what   its   future 
pi^kAs   are,    and   where   we   can   receive    a   de- 
tail^  accoxmt    of    the  Jinancial    standing    of 
the  .  Society    at    large,    <.ach    state,    city    and 
tov/n.      BePides,    it  is   the   social   gathering  of 
our    workers,    and    it    is    a    pleasant    way    to 
spend   an    afternoon   and   at    the   same   time, 
learn    something    of    value. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  will 
be  heiu  on  the  13th  of  January  at  2  o'clock 
at  General  Headquarters,  96  Fifth  avenue, 
Kew  York  City.  Elevator- entrance  on  Fif- 
teenth street.  A  cordial  invitation  is  ex- 
►  tended  to  all  friends  to  be  present.  Tea 
i  is  always  served  at  four  o'clock. 

The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Southern 
Divtsion  will  hold  it.s  monthly  meeting  on 
M.omlay  afternoon.  Mrs.  Eben  P,  Morford 
of  Monroe  street,  recording  secretary  of  the 
Division,   will   be   the   hostess. 
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SAVING    BUND    BABIES 

"Mother  Love''  Often  Shields  a  Blind  Child  Too 

Much— Blind  Babies  Need  Special  Training 

-  Become  Idiots  if  Raised  With  Idiots 

MRS.   CYXIHIA   WESTOVEK   ALDEX.  Piesidont-General  Internationai 

Siinshim^  Society. 


(Excluislve  Service  The  Survey  Press  Bureau.) 
A  baby  that  is  bora  blind  presents  a 
strangely  pitiful  problem  to  modern 
philanthropy.  It  has  a  soul.  It  has  a 
mind  that  conditions  combine  to  stunt. 
It  has  physical  organs  that  need  to  be 
kept  in  normal  operation.  The  eye, 
through  which  babyhootl  receives,  com- 
monly, perhaps  nine-tenths  of  the  im- 
pressions that  mean  the  earliest  "edu- 
;?ation"  is  lacking.  The  baby  in  its  first 
year  Avorks  harder  than  at  any  other 
time  in  life,  getting  a  grip  on  vital 
things.  Tennyson's    lines    emphasize 

this: 

"Thp  baby,     new   to  earth  and  sky. 

What     time      his    iMant      hands     are 

pres'S-ed 
Ag-ain^t  the  circle  of  the  breast 

Has  never  thought  that  this  is  'I.' 

\y 

"Sut.  as  he  .screws  he  g-athers  much. 
And  learns  the  urse  of  'I'  and   'me;' 
And'  finds  I  am  not  what  I  see 

And  other  than  thf   th'ing-s  I   touclli." 

Xow  the  blind  baby  has  come  to  this 
apprehension  of  the  Ego  by  devious  pro- 
cesses, through  touch,  hearing  and  the 
sense  of  smell.  The  work  is  heavier. 
And  help  from  the  untrained  parent  is 
not  to  be  expected,  even  where  the  par- 
ent is  not  compelled  by  the  need  of 
earning  a  livelihood  to  neglect  the  loved 
little  boy  or  girl.  With  children  who 
can  see,  the  parent  has  the  guide  of  per- 
sonal memories  running  back  almost  to 
babyhood,  and  the  guide  of  common  and 
conventional  treatment  of  babies.  Both 
jfail  miserably  when  applied  to  the  case 
oi  the  blind  baby. 


""TTiilil  tne  international   sunsnme  »o- 

ciety  established  its  first  "Home  for 
Blind  Babies"  such  infanta  took  their 
chances  with  s)5edal  attendants,  always 
unscientific  and  often  unsj^mpathetic,  if 
the  parents  were  more  than  well-'to-do 
people;  or  in  middle-class  homes  were 
fed  and  washed  and  pitied  by  aflfection- 
a,te  mothers,  whose  ideas  of  drawing  out 
the  mind  were  primitive  and  impossible; 
or  in  the  Avage-earning  class  they  were 
left  long  hours  each  day  locked  in  rooms 
or  even  tied  up  to  guard  against  acci- 
dent while  the  mother  earned  a  living; 
or,  if  foundlings,  Ihey  were  picked  up 
and  classed  as  idiots  and  made  to  become 
idiots  by  institutional  surroundings. 

For  example.  Randall's  Island,  which 
takes  all  children  of  Xew  York  City 
who  are  direct  dependents  on  public 
charity,  took  blind  babies  with  the  rest. 
It  Jiad  neither  the  needed  appropriation 
nor  the  space  nor  the  trained'  assistance 
requisite  especially  to  care  for  the  blind. 
It  had  no  place  to  put  them  save  Avith 
the  other  defectives,  and  it  put  'thenl 
there.  In  all  the  United  States  there 
was  and  is  now,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  discover,  no  institution  for  blind 
babies,  outside  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society's  activities.  The  city  insti- 
t.ition  here  takes  children  over  eight 
years.  The  State  Institution  at  Batavie 
takes  them  at  five  years  if  they  are 
bright  aud  normal  outside  of  their  blind- 
ness and  have  been  taught  to  care  for 
themselves  in  a  measure.  The  age  limit 
at  six  schools  in  the  United  States  is 
five  years,  at  one  it  is  twelve. 

Help  toward  mental  unfolding  and 
normal  development  is  what  the  blind 
baby  needs,  rather  than  pity:  and  pity 
is  even  a  disadvantage  in  that  it  saps 
the  self-respect  of  any  human  be'.ng  to 
be  pitied.  '"^Mother  love"  in  the  hom?" 
too  often  sliields  the  blind  child  from 
what  is  l)est  for  't.  The  little  legs  are 
unemployed  for  fear  of  a  falf  down 
stairs  or  some  other  injur>%  The  child' 
Is  fed  on  liquids  because  it  is  afraid  of 
solids  in  the  mouth,  even  of  sugar  lumps 
instead  being  encouraged  to  chew  anc 
digest  T\'hat  is  strengthening-  and  wha 
the  stomach  and  the  whole  system  need 
The  picking  at  the  eyes,  common  to  al 
blind  children- — a  perilous  phase  of  the 
sight-lust,  probaldy  producing  a  sensa- 
tion like  the  "seeing  of  stars"  from  s 
.fall— goes  on  without  check  in  the  home 
hThe  mother  does  not  understand  that  ii 
t means  real  idocy  or  death  lif  not  re- 
'strained. 


{'  Tn  'the  Dyker  Hei<Trhts  Home  the  little 
'body  is  nourishod,  oiled,  massaged.  Avhilt 
the  mind  is  ])eing  slowly  awakened.  Out 
of  eighty-two  cases  only  one  has  beer 
|?iven  up  as  hopeless.  But  often  it  was 
months  before  any  sign  of  mind  appear* 
etl.  In  that  of  one  little  girl  it  took  two 
years  to  teach  her  that  her  hand  could 
grasp  an  ohjeet  and  lay  it  down  at  will. 
Now  she  walks  and  talks,  and  shows 
much  intelligence.  Anotlier  little  girl 
was  five  years  old  when  five  years  ago 
we  took  her  from  the  Randall's  Island 
**ldiot.  Department."  where  she  was 
thought  to  be  untrainable.  hopelesslv 
feeble  minded.  She  is  now  in  the  Fiftl 
Reader,  New  York  Point.  The  other  da^ 
she  said  'to  a  gentleman  who  called  ai 
the  Home,  "Oh,  I  am  taking  the  literarj 
course  at  the  city  school." 

These  children  are  often  hampered  not 
only  by  blindness,  but  by  having  been 
partly  chippled  by  non-use  of  limbs.  The 
workers  at  the  Dyker  Heiglits  Home 
have  trained  eighty-two  children  and 
graduated  thirty-seven;  many  of  whom 
have  entered  the  Xew  York  School  for 
the  Blind  at  Tbirfv-fmirfh  S^|-Apf  and 
>Ninth  Avenue,  where  the  required  age  is 
1??*fTlt  years,  and  where  they  are  all  doing 
well,  Dyker  Heights  Home  is  a  demon- 
stration of  what  is  needed,  and  an  illus- 
tration of  the  wav  the  need  can  best  b^ 
met.  *  ^^ 


A  e  v^      h  e X ^ 0  r cl/ .,    TT^suSS,.  S^a-rLclaur  ct. 
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SAVING  BLIND  BABIES. 


By  Cynthia  Westoner  Allen, 


President   General   International   Sunshine  So. 


A  baby  that  is  born  blind  presents 
a  strangely  pitiful  problem  to  mod- 
ern philanthropy.  It  has  a  soul.  It 
has  a  mind  that  conditions  combine 
to  stunt.  It  has  physical  organs  that 
need  to  be  kept  in  normal  operation. 
The  eye,  through  which  babyhood  re- 
iceives,  commonly,  perhaps  nine-tenths 
of  the  impressions  that  mean  the  ear- 
liest "education,"  is  lacking.  The 
baby  in  its  first  year  works  harder 
than  at  any  other  time  in  life,  getting 
a  grip  on  vital  things.  Tennyson's 
lines  emphasize  this: 

"The  baby,   new  to   earth   and  sky. 
What      time     his     infant     hands     are 

pressed 
Against  the   circle  of  the  breast 

Has  never  thought  that  this  is  'I.' 

"But,  as  he  grows  he  gathers  much. 
And  learns  the  use  of   'I'   and  'me,' 
And   finds  I  am  not  what  I  sec 

And   other   than   the   things  I   touch." 

Now  the  blind  baby  has  to  come  to 
this  apprehension  of  the  ego  by  de- 
vious processes,  through  touch,  hear- 
ing, and  the  sense  of  smell.  The 
work  is  heavier.  And  help  from  the 
untrained  parent  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, even  where  the  parent  is  not 
compelled  by  the  need  of  earning  a 
livelihood  to  neglect  the  loved  little' 
boy  or  girl.  With  children  who  can 
see,  the  parent  has  the  guide  of  per- 
sonal memories  running  back  almost 
to  .babyhood,  and  the  guide  of  com- 
mon and  conventional  treatment  of 
babies.  Both  fail  miserably  when  ap- 
plied  to   the   case    of   the    blind    baby. 

Until  the  International  Sunshine  so- 
ciety established  its  first  "Home  for 
Blind  Babies"  such  infants  took  their 


chances  with  special  attendants  al- 
ways unscientific  and  often  unsj^mpa- 
thetie,  if  the  parents  were  more  than 
well-to-do  people;  or  in  middle-class 
homes,  were  fed  and  washed  and 
pitied  by  affectionate  mothers  whose 
ideas  of  drawing  out  the  mind  were 
primitive  and  impossible;  or  in  the 
wage-earning  class  they  were  left  long 
hours  each  day,  locked  in  rooms  or 
even  tied  up,  to  guard  against  acci- 
dent, while  the  mothers  earned  a  liv- 
ing, or,  if  foundlings,  they  were 
picked  up  and  classed  as  idiots  and 
made  to  become  idiots  by  institutional 
surroundings. 

\  For  example,  Randall's  Island 
which  takes  all  children  of  New  York 
city  who  are  direct  dependents  on 
public  charity,  took  blind  babies  with 
the  rest.  It  had  neither  the  needed 
appropriation  nor  the  space,  nor  the 
trained  assistance  requisite  specially 
to  care  for  the  blind.  It  had  no  place! 
to  put  them  save  with  the  other  de-j 
fectives,  and  it  put  them  there.  In 
all  the  United  States  there  was  and  is 
now,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
discover,  no  institution  for  blind  ba- 
bies outside  of  the  International  Sun- 1 
shine  society's  activities.  The  city  in- | 
stitution,  here,  takes  children  over 
eight  years.  The  state  institution  at 
Batavia  takes  them  at  five  years,  ii 
they  are  bright  and  normal  outside 
of  their  blindness  and  have  been 
taught  to  care  for  themselves  in  a 
measure.  The  age  limit  at  six  schools 
in  the  United  States  is  five  years,  at 
one  it  is  twelve 

Help  toward  mental  unfolding  and 
normal  physical  development  is  what 
the  blind  baby  needs,  rather  than  pity; 

and  pity  is  even  a  disadvantage  in 
that  it  saps  the  self-respect  of  any 
human  being  to  be  pitied.  "MotheF 
love"  in  the  home  too  often  shields 
the  blind  child  from  what  is  best  for 
it.  The  little  legs  are  unemployed, 
for  fear  of  a  fall  down  stairs  or  some 
other  injury.  The  child  is  fed  on 
liquids  because  it  is  afraid  of  solids  in 
the  mouth  even  of  sugar  lumps,'  in- 
stead of  being  encouraged  to  chew  and 
digest  what  is  strengthening  and  what 
the    stomach    and    the    whole    system 


need.  The  picking  at  the  eyes,  com- 
mon to  all  blind  children — a  perilous 
phase  of  the  sight-lust,  probably  pro- 
ducing a  sensation  like  the  "seeing  of 
stars"  from  a'  fall — goes  on  without 
check  in  the  home.  The  mother  does 
not  understand  that  it  means  real 
idiocy  or  death  if  not  restrained. 

In  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  the  lit- 
tle body  is  nourished,  oiled,  massaged, 
while  the  mind  is  being  slowly  awak- 
ened. Out  of  eighty-two  cases,  only- 
one  has  been  given  up  as  hopeless. 
But  often  it  was  months  before  any 
sign  of  mind  appeared.  In  that  of 
one  little  girl  it  took  two  years  to 
teach  her  that  her  hand  could  grasp 
an  object  and  lay  it  down  at  will. 
Now  she  walks  and  talks,  and  shows 
much  intelligence.  Another  little  girl 
was  five  years  old  when  five  years  ago 
we  took  her  from  the  Randall's  Is- 
land "Idiot  Department"  where  she 
was  thought  to  be  untrainable,  hope- 
lessly feeble-minded.  She  is  now  in 
the  Fifth  Reader,  New  York  Point. 
The  other  day  she  said  to  a  gentle- 
man who  called  at  the  home,  "Oh,  I 
am  taking  the  literary  course  at  the 
city  school." 

These  children  are  often  hampered 
not  only  by  blindness  but  by  having 
been  partly  crippled  by  non-use  of 
limbs.  The  workers  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  have  trained  eighty- 
two  children  and  graduated  thirty- 
seven;  many  of  whom  have  entered 
the  New  York  School  for  the  Blind 
at  Thirty-fourth  street  and  Ninth  ave- 
nue, where  the  required  age  is  eight 
lyears,  and  where  they  are  all  doing 
well.  Dyker  Heights  Home  is  a  dem- 
onstration of  what  is  needed,  and  an 
illustration  of  the  way  the  need  can 
best  be  met. 

When  the  New  Jersey  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  was  first  projected  there 
was  a  list  of  thirty-one  blind  babies  in 
New  Jersey.  A  year  later  only  one 
of  these  could  be  traced  and  nearly 
all  were  dead.  There  are  about  80,- 
000  adult  blind  in  the  United  States. 
How  many  died  in  babyhood  is  a  piti- 
ful Question.  Many  of  the  adult  blind 
are      absolutely     dependent     persons?;^ 


without  grace,  without  poise,  without! 
the  inner  life  that  means  so  much 
to  all  of  us,  the  life  of  imagination 
which  books  and  thought  develop. 
Taken  in  babyhood  they  might  ia 
many  cases  have  been  made  self-sup- 
porting. In  nearly  all  cases  their  lives 
could  have  been  rendered  richer,  full- 
er, better  worth  living.  In  the  con- 
structive imagination  of  the  author, 
in  the  art  of  the  oratoi,  in  music, 
instrumental  or  vocal,  interpretative 
or  creative,  a  blind  person  has  almost 
an  equal  chance  with  one  who  can 
see,  because  of  the  mental  concen- 
tration easy  to  one  not  confused  o; 
distracted    by    sight    images. 


"M(fther  Love"  Often  Shields  a 
Blind  Child  Too  Wluch— Blind 
Babies  Need  Special  Training. 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
president-general  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  writing  for 
:he  "Survey,"  says: 

"A  baby  that  is  born  blind  presents 
1  strangely  pitiful  problem  to  modern 
philanthropy.  It  has  a  soul.  It  has 
X  mind  that  conditions  combine  to 
stunt.  It  has  physical  organs  that 
aeed  to  be  kept  in  normal  operation. 
The  eye,  through  which  babyhood  re» 
ceives,  commonly,  perhaps  nine- 
tenths  of  the  impressions  that  mean 
the  earliest  'education,'  is  lacking. 
The  baby  in  its  first  year  works 
harder  than  at  any  other  time  in  life, 
getting  a  grip  on  vital  things.  Ten- 
nyson's lines  emphasize  this: 

"The  baby,  new  to  earth  and  sky. 
What    time    his    infant    hands    are 

pressed 
Against  the  circle  of  the  breast 

Had  never  tliought  that  this  is  'I.' 

"  'But  as  he  grows  he  gathers  much,! 
And  learns  the  use  of  'I'  and  'me.'i 
And  finds  I  am  not  what  I  see 

And  other  than  the  things  I  touch.' 


"Now,  the  blind  baby  has  to  come 
to  this  apprehension  of  the  ego  by 
devious  processes,  through  touch, 
hearing  and  the  sense  of  smell.  The 
work  is  heavier.  And  help  from  the 
untrained  parent  is  not  to  be  ex- 
cected,  even  where  the  parent  is  not 
Compelled  by  the  need  of  earning  :i 
livelihood  to  neglect  the  loved  little 
boy  or  girl.  With  children  who  can 
tee,  the  parent  has  the  guide  of  pei' 
jonal  memories  running  back  almost 
.0  babyhood,  and  the  guide  of  com- 
lon  and  conventional  treatment  of 
>abies.  Both  fail  miserably  when  ap- 
plied to  the  case  of  the  blind  baby. 

"Until  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  established  its  first  'Home  for 
Blind  Babies,'  such  infants  took  their 
chances  with  special  attendants,  al- 
ways unscientific  and  often  unsym- 
pathetic, if  the  parents  were  more 
than  well-to-d-b  people;  or,  in  middle- 
class  homes,  were  fed  and  washed  and 
pitied  by  affectionate  mothers  whose 
ideas  of  drawing  out  the  mind  were 
primitive  and  impossible;  or,  in  the 
wage-earning  class,  they  were  left 
long  hours  each  day,  locked  in  rooms 
or  even  tied  up,  to  guard  against  acci- 
dent, while  the  mother  earned  a  liv- 
ing; or,  if  foundlings,  they  were  picked 
up  and  classed  as  idiots,  and  made 
to  become  idiots  by  institutional  sur- 
roundings. For  example,  Ptandall's 
Island,  which  takes  all  children  ot 
New  York  City  who  are  direct  de- 
pendents on  public  charity,  took  blind 
bies  with  the  rest.  It  had  neither 
the  needea  appropriation  nor  the 
space,  nor  the  trained  assistants 
requisite  si>ecially  to  care  for  the 
blind.  It  had  no  place  to  put  them, 
ieive  with  the  other  defectives,  and 
it  put  them  there.  In  all  the  United 
States  there  was,  and  is  now,  so  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  dis-cover,  no 
Institution  for  blind  babies  outside 
jf  the  International  Sun.shine  Soci- 
ety's activities.  The  city  institution 
acre  takes  children  over  eight  years. 

he  State  institution  at  Batavia  takes 
them  at  five  years,  if  they  are  bright 
and  normal  outside  of  their  blindness, 
and  have  been  tav^h-t  to  care  for 
themselves  in  a  measure.  The  age 
limit  at  six  schools  in  the  United 
States  is  five  years;  at  one  it  is 
twelve.  ... 

"Help      toward      mental      unfolding 
and    normal   physical   development   jir- 
,what    the    blind    baby    needs     rather 
than  pity,   and   pity  is  even  a  disad 
•vantage   in    that  it   saps    the   self-re 
gpect    of    any    human    being    to     b<= 
pitied.      "Mother    love'    in    the    homt 
Itoo  often  shields  the  blind  child  frorr 
what   is   best   for   it.     The   little   legs 
are    unemployed    for    fear    of    a    fal 
dc.wnstairs    or     some    other      injury 
The    child    is    fed   on    liquids    because' 
,u    is   afraid    of   solids    in    the   mouth, 
even  of  sugar  lumps,  instead  of  being 
encouraged  to  chew  and  digest  what 


Is  s'trengthenlng  and  what  the  stom- 
ach and  the  whole  system  need. 
The  pickinnf  at  the  eyes,  common  to 
all  blind  children,  a  perilous  phase 
of  the  sight-lust,  probably  producing 
a  sensation  like  the  'seeing  of  e»tar.s' 
Irom  a  fall,  goes, on  without  check  in 
the  home.  The  mother  floes  not  un- 
derstand that  it  means  real  idiocy  or 
oeath    if    not    restrained. 

"In  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  the 
little  body  is  nourished,  oiled,  mas- 
saged, while  the  mind  is  being 
slowly  awakened.  Out  of  eighty-two 
cases  only  one  has  been  given  up  ap 
iiopeless.  But  often  it  was  months 
before  any  sign  of  mind  appeared. 
In  that  of  one  little  girl  it  took  two 
years  to  teach  her  that  her  hand 
could  grasp  an  object  and  lay  it 
down  at  will.  Now  she  walks  and 
ta^Jks  and  shows  much  intelligence. 
Another  little  girl  was  five  years 
old,  when  five  years  ago  we  took  her 
from  the  Randall's  Island  'Idiot  De- 
partment,' where  she  was  thought  to 
bt'  untrainable,  hopelessly  feeble- 
minded. She  is  now  in  the  fifth 
reader,  New  York  point.  The  other 
day  she  said  to  a  gentleman  who 
called  at  the  home:  'Oh,  I  am  tak- 
ing- the  literary  course  at  the  city 
school.' 

"These  children  are  often  hampered 
not  only  by  blindness  but  by  having 
been  partly  crippled  by  non-use  of 
limbs.  The  workers  at  the  Dyker 
Heights  Home  have  trained  eighty- 
two  children  and  graduated  thirty- 
seven,  many  of  whom  have  entered 
the  Nev,-  York  School  for  the  Blind 
at  Thirty-fourth  street  and  Ninth 
avenue,  where  the  required  age  is 
eight  years,  and  where  they  are  all 
(i<iCng  well.  Dyker  Heights  Home  is 
|L  demonstration  of  what  is  needed 
and  an  illustration  of  the  way  the 
need  can  best  be  met. 

When  the  New  Jersey  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  was  first  projected  there 
was  a  list  of  thirty-one  blind  babies 
in  New  Jersey.  A  year  later  only  one 
of  these  could  be  traced,  and  nearly 
all  \^ere  dead.  There  are  about  80.001] 
adult  blind  in  the  United  States.  How 
many  died  in  babyhood  is  a  pitiful 
question.  Many  of  the  adult  blind  are! 
dependent  persons  without  poise,  wi'th-< 
out  the  inner  life  that  means  so  much 
to  all  of  us,  the  life  of  imagination 
which  books  and  thought  develop^ 
Taken  in  babyhood  they  might  Iii 
many  cases  have  been  m»ade  self-sup- 
porting. In  nearly  all  cases  their 
lives  could  have  been  rendered  richer, 
filler  and  better  worth  living.  In 
Jne  constructive  imagination  of  the 
author,  in  the  art  of  the  orator,  in 
music,  instrumental  or  vocal,  inter- 
pretative or  creative,  a  blind  person 
has  almost  an  equal  chance  with  one 
who  can  see.  because  of  the  mental 
concentration  easy  to  one  not  con- 
fused or  distracted  by  sight  images." 
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This  girl  in  the  swing  is 
Rachel. 

Rachel  makes  you  think 
that  the  hardest  thing  for 
God  to  forgive  is  ignorance. 
Rachel's  parents  were 
poor.  When  she  was  fifteen 
months  old  Rachel  was 
stricken  with  measles.  The 
disease  left  her  a  blind  baby. 
New  York  cfE^  took' 
charge  of  her.  It  sent  her 
to  Randalls  Island.  Every- 
body was  convinced  that  she 
wasr  idiotic.  i 

?^(illions  of  blind  babies, ' 
bright  as  any  other,  have 
been  turned  into  idiots  in , 
our  institutioi>  just  because | 
the  world  didn't  know  any' 
better. 

Racliel  lived  with  sev- 
enty-two blind  babies,  all 
classed  as  idiots. 

Then  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  the  won- 
derful woman  who  started 
the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  took  a  notion  into 
her  head,  though  she  wasn't 
as  wise  as  the  doctors,  who 
for  many  generations  had  believed  that  most  blind  children  were 
idiots.  She  thought  that  maybe  the  blind  caildren  Avere  not  idiots 
after  all. 

She  took  Rachel  out  of  the  city  institution. 

Wise  teachers  began  to  develop  the  child,  who  was  sunk  in  dark- 
ness of  mind  as  well  as  of  sight. 

That  was  seven  years  ago.  Since  then  eighty-^,  ^vo  children,  who 
p^'cvioysly  would  have  been  considered  idiots,  have  been  taken  care 
of  by  the  Sunshine  Society. 

Only  one  of  them  really  proved  to  be  an  idioi. 


The  only  trouble  with  the  others  was  that  they  didn't  know  how 
to  use  their  muscles  and  senses. 

In  the  home  for  the  blind  which  is  operated  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  Rachel  is  today  the  leader.  She  plays  the  pian«' 
in  marvelous  fashion.  Her  dancing  is  delightful.  There  is  no  fairy 
story  she  cannot  tell  most  charmingly.  The  flowers  she  knows  by 
touch  and  smell.     She  reads  everything  she  can  get  her  fingers  on. 

It  is  a  horrible  thought  to  know  that,  if  she  had  not  been  takei 
rom  Randalls  Island,  she  would  have  been  an  idiot.  No  one  would 
have  taught  her  to  use  her  senses. 

i  In  the  history  of  humanity  how  many  minds  as  bright  as  her;- 
f  have  gone  out  like  flickering  torches,  just  because  Ave  didn't  know 
mny  better?  .. 

f        Maybe  the  lime  will   come  when  we  will. know  so  much  tliat^ 
|thildren  will  never  be  blind. 

In  the  meantime  may  God  send  us  some  more  Cynthia  Westover 
Aldcns, 
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SOCIETY  PAYS  OFF  DEBT 


Home  Foil^Bliiid  Babies  Now  Free  of  All 
Indebtedness. 

The  many  members  of  the  Clio  in 
Harlem  will  be  interested  to  learn  that 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  has 
paid  off  the  last  debt  on  its  two  homes 
for  Blind  Babies,  and  the  institution 
is  free  and  clear  of  indebtedness. 

At  present  there  .  are  twenty-five 
children  in  the  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn 
Home,  and  ten  already  in  the  Summit 
Home. 

This  Summit  Home,  besides  being 
plenty  large  enough  to  serve  as  a  home 
forever  for  all  of  the  blind  orphans 
graduating  from  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home,  can  accomodate,  care  for*  and 
educate  the  blind  babies  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  or  any  other  State  that 
wishes  to  take  advantage  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  is  president 
of  the  society,  whose  headquarterr  is 
at  96   5th   Ave. 


\il  l  ca^  .     "^^  ■   M  ■  .    V-r^  &  s  . 
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FOR  THE   BLIND   BABIES. 
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jSunshme  Society   Notes — Effort  to  Can^'^ 
I  It*         col   Mortgages. 

Thai^unshine  Society  desires  to  call 
attenxio^  to  the  great  effort  being-  put 
forth  by  the  officers  of  the  International 
Society  to  pay  off  the  mortgages  on  the 
different  institutions,  particularly  the 
debt   on   the   Blind    Babies'    Home.     The 

mortgages     '^^ f^*^"  ■■■■whmwumh    y^ia^jj|Qj-|-j^o 

amount  to  about  $50,000,  a  debt  of  such 
immense  proportions  as  to  call  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  not  only  the 
members  of  the  society,  but  also  those 
persons  interested  in  the  Sunshine 
cause 

In  order  to  liquidate  the  debt,  the  co- 
v'orktr.o  in  the  mother  office  have  in- 
ftiti  ted  a  novel  feature  in  connection 
\vith  the  sanitarium  and  rest  house  lo- 
cated at  Bensonhurst-on-the-Sea,  Brook- 
lyn. An  exhibition  in  a  glass  case  in 
the  pleasant  library  of  that  building  is 
a  colossal  autog  t.ph  album,,  in  which 
cards  bearing  th-^  signctures  of  persons 
ariistiv'.g-  in  canceling  the  debt  are 
placed.  The  gre>it  volume,  which  will 
be  a  permanent  fiKlure  in  the  sanitarium, 
coi.tan'is  the  au^ogiapiis  of  noted  ph  1- 
a.  .(hcpic  Morkir.s  or.u  distinguished 
pe<.'l.le  from  all  ov<  r  the  world.  So  far  , 
tib.i.*^  6,300  cards  have  »^een  moun:^.l — 
a  f^:»ttering  tribjt^  to  the  jnteres.iii^ 
contrivance.  The  autogi'aph  cards  are 
consecutively  numbered,  therefore  the 
purchasers  are  requested  to  be  careful 
not  to  break  the  chain  by  neglecting  to 
send  their  cards  t;0  New  York  head- 
quarters. The  carrt^;  may  be  obtained  of 
Mrs.  Alden,  96  Fifrh  avenue,  New  York 
City,  or  of  Mrs.  E.  P.  Grove,  42,  The 
Kanatenah,  Utica.  It  is  hoped  those  in 
this  vicinity  who  intend  to  purchase 
cards  will  patronize   the  local  society. 

The  worthy  efforts  being  put  forth  in 
behalf  of  the  physical  and  mental  devel- 
opment of  the  unfortunate  blind  babies 
should  call  forth  a  practical  demon- 
stration of  our  desire  to  promulgate" 
this  noble  work.  Such  an  appeal  surely 
ought  to  be  met  with  a  general  response 
from  the  Sunshine  advocate*. 
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.()t  Saving  '^4flr',ft||^''"^- 
If  "The  baby  in  its  first  year  works 
harder  than  at  any  other  time  in  life, 
getting  a  grip  on  vital  things,"  writes 
Mrs.  Cyntliia  Westover  Aden,  presi- 
dent general  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine society  in  The  Survey.  '"Tenny- 
eon's  lines  emphasize  this: 

'But  as  he  grows,  he  gathers  much, 
And  learns  the  use  Oi.  I  and  me, 
And  finds  1  am  not  what  >  see 

And  other  than  the  things  I  touch.* 

"Now  the  blind  baby  has  to  come 
to  this  apprehension  of  the  Kgo  by 
devious  processes,  through  touch, 
hearing,  and  the  sense  of  smell.  The 
work  is  heavier.  And  help  from  the 
untrained  parent  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed, even  where  the  parent  is  not  com- 
pelled by  the  need  of  earning  a  liveli- 
hood to  neglect  the  loved  little  boy  or 
girl.  With  children  who  can  see,  the 
parent  has  the  guide  of  personal  mem- 
ories running  back  almost  to  baby- 
hood, and  the  guide  of  common  and 
conventional  treatment  of  babies. 
Both  fail  miserably  when  applied  to 
the  case  of  the  blind  baby. 

"Until  the  recent  establishment  of 
homes  tor  blind  babies,  such  infants 
took  their  chances  with  special  attend- 
ants always  unscientific  and  often  un- 
sympathetic, if  the  parents  were  more 
than  well-to-do  people;  or  in  middle- 
class  homes,  were  fed  and  washed  and 
pitied  by  affectionate  mothers  whose 
ideas  of  drawing  out  the  mind  were 
primitive  and  impossible;  or  in  the 
wage  earning  class  they  were  left 
long  hours  each  day,  locked  in  rooms 
or  even  tied  up,  to  guard  against  acci- 
dent, while  the  mother  earned  a  liv- 
ing; or,  if  foundlings,  they  were  pick- 
ed up  and  classed  as  idiots  and  made 
to  become  idiots  by  institutional  sur- 
roundings." 
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Sarah   Ssterbrook,     President 
jEsierbrook  Railway  Sunshine  Society, 
'has    been    doing    some    hard    earnest, 
successful  work  of  late,  along  the  line 
of  assisting  in  paying  off  the  indebt- 
edness  on   the   two   homes   for   blind 
babies,    one    hohae    being    located    at 
Summit,  N.  J.,  and  the  grand  work  it 
is  doing  for  the  poor  little  blind  darl- 
ings in    their  darkness.    A    happier,! 
■merrier,,  nci-eiyr,', j|io^e^,pAayful  loJt^^)f.; 
childfeu    cannot   be   found,  anywhere 
than   these   same   wee   ones   who   are 
i^being   loo^ied   after    and    Miss    Ester- 
-brook   has   her   hands,  lap   and  arms 
■full  a  great  fehare  of  the /time  and  the 
little  ones  are  willing  she  should.  Mrs. 
Mrs.   Cynthia   Yv^estover     Alden,     ,the 
founder  of  the   institution,   has   been 
.and   is    working   hand   in   hand   with 
Miss  Esterbrook,  fuller  particulars  of 
which  will  appear  in  the  News-Herald 
later,  lack  of  space  preventing  saying 
more  at  this  time,  than  that  the  insti 
tution  is     a  wonderfully     interesting 
place  to  visit  and .  everybody  is   cor 
dially  welcome. 
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innefsWS10,000 
in  Charity  Contest 

Customers'  votes  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Greenhut-Siegel-Cooper 
Company's  annual  $10,000  gift  to 
charity  have  been  announced.  The 
favorite  was  the  Salvation  Army,  out 
of  498  institutions  in  the  company's 
competition  list. 

The  Salvation  Army  receives  $900.^ 
Winners  of  $100  each  were: 

Women's  Missionary  society,  Thirty- 
fourth  street  Reformed  church. 

Ladies'  Aid  society.  Twenty-fourth 
Street  M.  E.  church,  359  West  Twenty- 
fourth  street. 

First  United  Presbyterian  church, 
Brooklyn. 

Nazareth  Day  nursery.  214  West  Fif- 
teenth street. 

St.  Joiin   the  Evangelist  church. 

Among  those  who  won  $50  each 
were: 

Church  of  the  Holy  Comforter,  120 
West  Ki/ith  s^treet. 

Colburn  iMomorial  home.  New  Ro- 
chelle. 

Daughters  of  the  King,  Trinity  Epis- 
copal church.  leAth  street  and  Boston 
road. 

Five  Point  mission. 

International  Sunshine  society,  (>6 
Fifth  avenue. 

Bethlehem  Orphan  asylum,  College 
Point. 

Knickerbocker  Relief  club,  Waldorf-^ 
Astoria, 

Sisters  of  St.  Francis,  143  West  Thirty-* 
first  street. 

Earnest  Workers'  society  of  Grace 
church,  City  Island. 

"^t1  iljflilliit?"'  ^"""'^  Thirteenth  avenue- 
and    I  I  II  I.    I  'III  III   iiliiiiil     Brooklyn. 

St.  Peter's  school.  New  Brighton,  S.  I. 


'BTooK^lv(~ya.  ,  yy.M.,    CutuiLe 
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miisiflne    Society    Holds   Successful 
Affair  in  Bensonburst.  ' 

More   than   7(M>  i)or80iis   from    all    over 
he  borough  attended  the  literary  tea  held 

nder  the  auspices  of  the  International 
;unshine  Society  in  the  solarium  of  the  - 
anitarium.  at  Cropsey  avenue  and  Bay 
L'hir^ty-third  street,  yesterday  afternoon, 
k'ores  of  those  present  traveled  all  the 
vay  from  Oranjre.  N.  J.,  Mount  A'ernon 
md  Manhattan  to  be  present.  Kipling 
ivas  the  author  whoso  works  were  dis- 
missed and  a  number  of  his  writings 
were  vfad  by  .lohn  Alden,  who  received 
iberal  applause.  Dr.  Belle  Thomas,  of 
Manhattan,  assisted  Mrs.  ^lary  D.  Beat- 
tie,  the  superintendent,  in  receiving,  and 
the  tea  tables  were  presided  over  by  Miss 
Sara  Esterbrooke,  [Mrs.  Agues  Schnll- 
(h-amm  and  Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey. 
Each  guest  wrote  her  favorite  quotation 
ifrou'i  Kii)ling  on  her  visiting  curd  and 
'during  the  afternon  these  were  read. 
T^ittle  Blind  Rachel.  ag(>d  0  years,  and 
Annie,  another  little  blin<l  girl  of  10 
years,  entertained  with  instrumental  and 
!vocal  selections.  The  children  are  iu- 
jmates  of  the  Blind  ;^l>Mi*i;^  Home  at 
iDyker  Heights,  which  is  conduct^  wat^r 
the  TPH(*jakes  uf  the  Sunshine  Society,  olf 
which  Mrs.  Cyntliia  Westover  Allen  is 
the  presi(l(>nt,  _^ ji 


THE  LADIES' 
HOME  JOURNAL 


Uhitid  States  Pai 


^^'^ 


PHILADELPHIA.  MARCH  U  1911 


What  One  Woman  Has  Don 

By  Theresa  Hunt  Wolcott 

INTO  the  office  of  a  woman— busy  as  only  a  woman  could  be  who 
had  undertaken  the  task  of  making  the  world  a  little  bit  happier — 
there  was  carried  one  day  a  blind  baby.  The  arms  that  opened 
to  receive  her  were  those  of  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  a  news- 
paper writer,  who  was  at  that  time — six  years  ago — even  as  she  is 
now,  blazing  a  cheerful  path  through  this  world  to  let  sunshine  into 
the  lives  of  those  whose  roads  led  through  the  gloomy  thickets  of 
need  or  trouble. 

"What  is  best  to  do  for  this  baby?"  was  the  first  question,  and 
the  answer  naturally  was:  "She  must  be  put  in  a  home  for  the 
blind."  Much  telephoning  revealed  the  startling  fact  that  in  all 
the  big  city  of  New  York,  with  its  great  charities,  there  was  no  place 
for  this  child,  because  she  was  not  yet  eight  years  old.  There  were 
places  for  seeing  babies,  sick  babies,  crippled  babies,  feeble-minded 
babies;  for  cats  and  dogs,  birds— in  fact,  animals  of  all  kinds— but 
no  one  had  yet  thought  of  providing  a  place  for  a  blind  baby.  No 
hospital  would  keep  her,  no  nursery  accept  her — every  application 
Mrs.  Alden  made  in  her  behalf  was  refused.  Indeed,  further 
inquiry  some  time  later  developed  the  fact  that  there  was  no  place 
in  the  United  States  that  would  take  a  blind  baby  except  two 
nurseries,  and  they  were  private  institutions. 

"Never  run  away,  Cynthia,  because  a  thing  is  hard  to  do,"  was 
the  advice  Mrs.  Alden^s  Jather  had  given  her  when  she  left  him  to 
make"  her  way' alone  in  life.    "Be  a  good 
soldier.     Stand  your  ground  and  do  your  : 
duty,  no  matter  what  the  world  may  say, 
and  I  shall  always  be  proud  of  my  daughter." 

50  THE  International  Sunshine  Branch  ' 
'  for  the  Blind  was  formed.  A  flat  of  three 
rooms  was  secured  at  three  dollars  a  week, 
and,  all  unconsciously,  the  first  public  insti-  ' 
tution  for  blind  babies  was  started. 

One  day  word  came  to  Mrs.  Alden  that 
there  was  a  blind  child  in  a  Mission  on  the 
East  Side.  She  asked  the  city  authorities  to  \ 
give  her  the  custody  of  the  child,  although 
she  knew  of  its  dreadful  physical  condition.  | 
The  response  to  her  request  came  in  a  long 
string  of  oaths  from  one  of  the  officials, 


denouncing  her  in  particular  and  all  women 
in  general  for  introducing  fads  that  inter- 
fered with  the  city  rulings. 

Mrs.  Alden  remained  calm  and  seemingly 
unmoved,  though  his  swearing  grew  worse 
and  worse  with  each  sentence  he  uttered. 
Finally  he  stopped  for  breath  and  looked 
wonderingly  at  her.  She  leaned  toward  him 
and  remarked:  "I  was  brought  up  in  the 
mines  of  Colorado.  There  is  one  swear 
word  you  have  not  used.  I  could  give  it  to 
you  if  you  would  like  to  have  it."  He 
gave  a  nervous  laugh.  "Do  you  really 
mean  it?"  he  said.  "Will  you  take  a  child 
J  like  that  who  must  have  hospital  care  to 
I  begin  with  ?  " 

I     "That  is  what  I  came  for,"  she  replied. 
"Well,  it's  the  first  time  we  have  had  anything  like  this  happen, 
and  if  you  have  got  the  courage  you  have  got  the  sympathy  and 
help  of  every  one  of  us  here  too.    I  thought  you  were  a  faddist,  and 
would  back  out  when  the  real  work  came." 

The  child— today  beautifully  developed  physically  and  men- 
tally—is the  larger  one,  on  Mrs.  Alden's  left,  in  the  picture.  The 
other  little  girl  is  a  Greek  taken,  when  a  baby,  from  the  city  depart- 
ment for  the  feeble-minded.  In  her  studies  she  is  now  advanced  far 
ahead  of  other  children  of  her  age. 

THE  next  step  was  the  incorporation  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Branch  for  the  Blind,  "for  the  care,  maintenance  and  education 
of  blind  children." 

On  investigation  it  was  learned  that  the  blind  babies  of  the  very 
poor  were  sent  to  Randall's  Island,  the  county  poorhouses,  and  put 
in  with  the  feeble-minded,  as  there  was  no  other  provision  nor 
classification  for  them.  Mrs.  Alden  borrowed  six  of  them  for  six 
months.  A  graduate  nurse,  accustomed  to  working  among  the 
blind,  devoted  her  time  and  energy  to  them  without  financial  recom- 
pense, and  the  changes  in  the  children  were  marked.  They  were 
called  back  to  the  Island  and  Mrs.  Alden  realized  that  unless 
something  radical  were  done  all  their  work  would  be  for  naught. 
She  went  down  to  the  Mayor's  office,  and  his  clerk  told  her  three 
times  that  it  was  a  busy  day  and  that  she  had  better  come  some 
other  time.    What  was  her  business  anyway? 

'      "Well,"  she  remarked,  "I  have  six  bHnd  babies  outside.    I  am 
'  going  to  hit  them  on  the  head  with  a  sledge-hammer  and  drop  them 
over  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  and  I  want  to  see  if  the  Mayor  will  stand 
by  me." 

j  "What!"  gasped  the  clerk.  He  took  long  strides  into  the  inner 
1  office,  and,  before  Mrs.  Alden  had  really  time  to  wonder  what  would 
[  happen  next,  the  Mayor  stood  before  her, 

"What's  this !  What's  this ! "  he  exclaimed.  Mrs.  Alden  repeated 
her  startling  statement. 

\      "Oh,  Mr.  Mayor!"  cried  Mrs.  Alden,  "I  want  to  put  them  out  of 
their  misery  with  one  grand  blow.     You,  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
city,  allow  them  to  die  by  inches.    The  light-hunger  is  so  great  that 
instead  of  sucking  the  thumb  like  a  seeing  baby  the  fingers  of  a 
blind  baby  dig  and  poke  for  the  light  that  never  comes,  until  the 
eyes  are  injured  and  the  baby  dies  of  blood  poison  or  lives  to  the 
i  worse  fate  of  imbecility  because  it  is  misunderstood  and  neglected." 
The  Mayor  as- 
sured Mrs.  Alden 
that  he  had  never 
heard  of  a  blind 
baby;   that  she 
could  depend  upon 
him  to  help   her 


bring  about  some 
provision  for  their 
care.  This  prom- 
ise he  remembered 
when— four  years 
a  f  t  e  r  w  a  r  d  —  he 
signed  the  bill  ap- 
propriating funds  ' 
for  the  care  of  the  ' 
dependent  blind 
babies. 

Experienced 
workers  with  the 
adult  blind  advised  Mrs.  Alden  to  leave  the  children  with  their 
mothers  until  they  could  go  to  the  schools  for  the  blind.  Many  of 
the  children  had  no  mothers,  and  the  mothers  of  the  children  of  the 
very  poor  had  to  leave  them  all  day  while  they  worked.  When  a  blind 
child  is  neglected  eight  years— the  age  when  it  may  be  admitted  to 
the  City  School  for  the  Blind— it  is  undeveloped  mentally  and  is 
not  eligible,  and  no  amount  of  care  can  ever  make  up  for  that  lost 
time.  The  children  of  the  poor,  therefore,  are  really  feeble-minded 
because  of  neglect.  "The  brainc  of  blind  children  are  normal  at  birth, 
and  deteriorate  only  because  of  lack  of  development.  It  is  light  that 
makes  us  hold  up  our  heads.  These  children,  untrained,  never 
Hft  their  faces.  They  shrink,  huddle  in  comers  where  they  can 
feel  the  walls,  stoop,  and  never  reach  out  nor  stand  until  they  are 
taught  and  given  confidence. 

IT  WAS  a  fight  from  the  very  beginning  to  make  the  world  under- 
stand that  this  work  was  no  woman's  fad,  but  the  discovery  of  a 
new  and  beautiful  charity. 

A  suitable  combined  home,  nursery,  hospital  and  kindergarten  for 
the  children  and  a  law  for  their  maintenance  were  ]\Irs.  Alden's 
aims.     She  contends  that  a  blind  child  should  have  special  care 
from  the  m.inute  it  is  blinded;  and  as  it  grows  to  kindergarten  age  it 
must  be  educated.     An  appeal  was  next  made  to  the  Board  of 
Education  to  have  the  Home  made  a  public 
kindergarten,  a  school  where  the  teacher 
would  come  to  the  children,  a  school  to 
which   little  blind  children  could  come 
whether  their  parents  were  rich  or  poor; 
for  the  blind   children  of   the  well-to-do 
need  special  care  just  the  same  as  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor.    To  establish  this  school 
was  not  easy.    Her  application  was  refused 
repeatedly. 

There  was  no  law  that  deprived  a  child  of 
an  education  because  it  was  bUnd.  Still, 
the  Board  of  Education  looked  upon  Mrs.' 
Alden's  request  as  a  fad,  for  the  members 
had  never  seen  a  blind  baby.  She  invited 
the  members  to  the  little  Home  where  she 
met  all  the  requirements  that  would  consti- 
tute a  public  kindergarten.  True,  these  first 
children  were  the  ones  that  the  city  had 
thrown  away  as  not  worth  saving,  but  the 
children  were  there,  and  they  were  not 
feeble-minded.  Then  why  should  thev  not 
be  educated  as  seeing  children?  The  little 
family  grew,  the  Home  was  visited,  and  the 
school  is  now  a  public  one.  I 

From  house  to  house  they  moved  until  \ 
finally  the  beautiful  Home  shown  on  this 
page,   in   Dyker  Heights,   Brooklyn,  was 


secured.  The  bill  was  pending  which  would 
provide  for  these  children,  but  the  property- 
was  heavily  mortgaged  and  unpaid  house 
ijills  stated  Mrs.  x\lden  in  the  face.    Though 
she  had  received  every  possible  courtesy  at 
the  hands  of  the  city  officials,  once  they 
understood  the  need— and  they  stretched  to  the  utmost  every  point 
of  law  for  her  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  babies— the  expense  of 
running  the  Home  was  $500  a  month.    How  was  she  going  to  hold 
out?    There  was  no  income  except  as  she  appealed  for  it  privately 
and  through  the  press.    Then  came  the  moment  of  temptation. 


Mrs.  Alden  and  Her  Chums 


It  took  more  than  ordinary  courage  to  decline  an  offered  salar>' 
of  $5200  a  year,  rather  than  give  up  the  fight  she  was  making  to  save 
these  blind  babies.  She  saw  that  she  could  not  do  her  joumahstic 
work  and  look  after  these  children  too.  ' '  Why  not  give  it  all  up  and  let 
them  go  back  to  the  Island?  "  she  thought.  "  I  can't  make  the  world 
understand  that  it  is  doing  everything  else  but  taking  care  of  the 
most  helpless  of  all  human  beings— bhnd  babies ! "  She  was  at  her 
desk  at  home,  and  ready  to  sign  the  letter  that  would  close  the 
Home  and  allow  her  to  continue  her  work  as  a  journalist,  when 
merry  voices  and  the  patter  of  feet  were  heard  outside.  Six  of  the 
children  bounded  into  the  room  and  tried  to  hug  her  at  once.  The 
nurse  had  brought  them  over,  for  the  first  time,  to  visit  her.  That 
settled  it.  Mrs.  Alden  crumpled  the  sheet  of  paper  in  her  hand  and 
slid  it  into  the  waste-basket.  She  says  it  was  the  nearest  she  ever 
came  to  showing  the  white  feather,  and  all  because  she  was  tired. 


V,  e  W  Ex.-r\<^.    yi.    T.,    Cc^'^l. 
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Ojje  of  the  most  praiseworthy  depart- 1 
rt^is  of  the  International  Sunshine  So- j 
cj^^wls  the  department  for  the  blind,' 
\\^lcl?*%ia8  established  a  home,  nursery,  I 
hospital  and  kindergarten  at  Summit  for 
blind  babies.  There  was  a  dEbt  of  $7,250 
oh  this  home,  of  which  the  last  payment 
lias  been  made  by  the  gift  of  $2,500  fi'om  j 
an  unoamed  citizen  of  this  State.  This  is 
th6  second  home  for  blind  babies  estab- 
lished by  the  society,  the  first  one  being 
at  Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth 
avenue  (Dyker  Heights),  Brooklyn,  where 
twenty-flve  blind  babies  are  cared  for 
until  they  are  8  years  Old,  when  they  are 
sent  to  the  New  York  Institution  for  the 
Blind. 

In  the  Summit  Home  there  are  now 
twelve  children,  six  being  from  outside 
of  this  State.  Mrs.  Theodore  P.  Seward 
Is  the  president  of  the  department,  and 
Mrs.  George  B.  Seeley,  15  Ferhwood  road, 
Summit,  Is  the  treasurer  of  the  local 
bouse  committee.  tThe  cost  of  a  orib  in 
the  home  Is  $365  a  year.  The  mortgage! 
on  the  property  will  be  ceremonially 
burned  on  May  20.  All  charitably  Inclined' 
citizens  are  requested  to  send  gifts  of, 
money  or  articles  of  necessity  to  the 
Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Pine! 
Grove  avenue.  Summit.  ji 
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HEIjP  for  I^fFANT  BMJJ©. 

Mt^ritt  Says  State  Liaw  Doesn't  Pro- 
vide for  Them. 

In  the  assembly  Mr.  Merritt,  mi- 
nority leader,  pointed  cut  that  at 
present  there  was  no  provision  in  the 
state  law  for  the  care  of  childffen  born 
blind.  He  said  that  unless  they  were 
cared  for  when  very  young  they  might 
gr6\v  up  to  be  idiots.  He  raised  the 
point  when  the-  bill  of  AssenJblyman 
McCue  increasing  the  appropriation 
allowed  for  the  care  of  blind  persons 
in  New  York  city  from  $75,000  to 
$150,000  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Merritt 
believed  that  if  money  was  to  be  ap- 
pronriated  for  the  blind  it  should  be 
done  along  the  lines  which  he  sug- 
gested. 


Hobo^eTv,    y\,   I.,    Qi3se-r^y-e.-r. 


TUat-rcW   C?.,    Mil. 


jlnstitution  Out  of  Debt  as  Re- 
sult of  Earnest  Effort  of 
Sunshine  Society. 


One  of  the  moat  important  collection«i 
of  pictures  at  the  Child  Welfare  Ex- 
hibit, heJd  recently  in  New  York,  was 
'that  showing  the  saving  of  blind  babies 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
the  New  Jersey  division  of  which  is  one 
of  the  strongest,  Mrs.  Brice  Collard. 
of  29  Monticello  avenue,  Jersey  City 
Heights,    being    president. 

One  of  the  departments  of  the  in- 
ternational society  ds  known  as  the  De- 
partment for  the  Blind  and  under  its 
direction  and  care  has  lately  been 
established  a  home,  nursery,  hospital 
and  kindergarten  for  blind  babies  .at 
Summit. 

This  property  waa  tutmed  over  to 
the  society  on  condition  it  would  pay 
a  debt  of  $7,250  and  the  good  news  has 
Just  been  announced  that  the  last  pay- 
ment on  the  debt  has  been  met,  one  of 
our  New  Jersey  citizena  cancelling 
$2,500  of  that  with  one  stroke  of  the 
pen. 

the    second     home     found 

n;e€ES'Sery. 

The  society  thought  its  work  was 
done  when  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  at 
Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteen  ave- 
nue, Dyker  Heights,  Brookljii,  was  all 
paid  for;  when  its  kindergarten  waa 
made  a  public  one  and  on  the  cottage 
plan  the  institution  was  perfect  for 
the  care,  maintenance  and  education  of 
twenty-five  blind  babies.  At  eight  years 
of  age  they  graduate  to  the  New  York 
Institution  For  the  Blind. 


The  New  York  Institution  takes  the 
children  at  8  years  of  age,  but  this  is 
neither  a  home,  nursery  nor  hospital — ^It 
Is  a  school.  What  was  to  become  of 
the  little  waifs  sent  there  from  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home  was  the  alarming 
question  that  arose  when  the  New  York 
institution  closed  for  the  summer  and 
the  blind  orphans  had  no  place  to  go  to. 

The  International  Sunshine  Branch 
For  the  Blind  has  become  incorporated 
and  was  thoroughly  officered  and  in 
perfect  running  order  and  its  work  was 
for  babies.  But  the  new  need  was  met 
by  the  Department  For  the  Blind  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society,  the 
same  department  that  'had  established 
the  Dyker  Heights  home,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  of  East  Orange,  belny 
president. 

The  Summit  home,  besides  beings 
plenty  large  enough  to  eerve  as  a  home 
forever  for  all  of  the  blond  orphans 
graduating  from  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home,  can  accommodate,  care  for  and 
educate  the  blind  tbabies  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  or  any  other  State  that 
wishes  to  take  advantage  of  the  insti-i 
tution. 

Preference  will  always  bo.  given  the 
New  Jersey  blind  children,  but  if  by 
chance  there  are  more  cribs  than  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  can  fill  then  these 
cribs  will  be  offered  to  other  States  un- 
til such  States  can  establish  a  home  of 
their  own.  At  this  writing  there  are 
twelve  children  in  the  home,  six  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  six  from 
outside  States. 

Superior    help    had    been     furnished 
through  the  kindness  of  some  of  the  of- 
ficers  serving    without    pay    until    the 
New  Jersey     babies    were     committed. 
Had  these  good  folks  not  come  to  the 
front   and   g^iven    their  services,   there, 
would    be   no   garden    this  summer — in^ 
fact,  there  would  have  been  no  home.j 
One    of    the    members    has    done    the' 
c6oking,   another  superintends   without 
pay;  the  overseer  is  a  friend  and  mem-^ 
ber   of    Sunshine,    who   serves    without 
pay;  the  kindergarten  teacher  is  an  of- 
ficer of  the  society,  who  also  gives  her 
services,    as    does    the    head    nurse,    a! 
graduate    of    Bellevue — everybody    ac- 
cepting just   as  little     money     recom- 
pense as  they  possibly  can  live  on. 

While  the  general  workers  were  rais- 
ing the  debt  of  $7,250,  the  local  work- 
ers helped  maintain  the  home.  Mrs. 
George  B.  Seeley,  of  15  Fernwood 
Road,  Summit,  is  treasurer  of  the  local 
house  committee.  All  contributions 
Of  money  for  the  house  may  be  sent  di- 
rect to  her.  Provisions  in  the  way  of 
food  and  household  furnishings,  clothes 
for  the  children,  etc.,  should  be  direct- 
ed simply  to  the  Arthur  Home  For 
Blind  Babies,  Pine  Grove  avenue,  Sum- 
mit, New  Jersey. 


PATHETIC  CASES  BROUGHT  TO 
THE  HOME. 

A  blind  baby  from  Maryland  has 
{just  ari-ived  for  which  that  State  pays 
f  $330  a  year.  Althoug-h  it  has  a  loving 
father  and  mother  they  could  not  give 
It, the  care  that  a  blind  child  needs.  It 
would  neither  sit  up  nor  attempt  to 
walk;  it  would  not  play  or  even  hold  a 
rattle,  although  old  enough  to  do  all 
these  things.  It  rejects  all  solid  food, 
therefore  it  Is  emaciated  and  simply 
spends  Its  waking  hours  rolling  it 
head  from  side  to  side.  It  is  now  in 
the  care  of  a  special  nurse. 

Two  years  ago  a  child  8  years  old 
was  brought  into  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home  dn  a  similar  condition.  It  was 
thought  to  have  no  intelligence  what- 
ever. It  is  now  a  bright  little  girl  who 
walks,  talks  in  monosyllables,  listens, 
understands  and  is  learning  to  dance 
with  the  other  children. 

"Yes,"  say  its  originators,  "this  is 
a  new  charity  and  the  whole  world  will 
rejoice  in  the  fact  that  there  is  an  in- 
stitution for  these  little  folks  and  every 
State  will  soon  learn  that  there  is  no 
need  of  sending  its  blind  babies  to  the 
poorl^ouses,  for  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society's  Insitution  at  Summit, 
New  Jersey,  will  make  room  for  all 
applicants.  The  cost  of  a  brib  for  a 
year  Is  only  $305. 

BURNING  THE  MORTGAGE. 
The  mortgage  papers,  which  nave 
been  such  a  trial  to  the  lovers  of  these 
little  babies,  will  be  burned  on  the  af- 
ternoon  of  May  20,  on  the  grounds  of 
the  Summit  home.  Everybody  interest- 
ed is  cordially  invited.  The  New  Jer- 
sey officers  of  this  good  work  are:  Mrs. 
Brice  Collard,  29  Monticello  avenue, 
Jersey  City,  State  president;  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  11  Webster  Place, 
East  Orange,  president  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  Blind.  Mrs.  Sarah  J, 
Church'hlll,  5  Upper  Mountain  avenue, 
Montclair,  vice-president  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Blind;  Mra  Grover  p wight 
Smith,  of  275  CLaremont  avenue";^  Mont- 
clair, chairman  of  the  local  house  com- 
mittee; Mrs.  George  B.  Seeley,  15 
Femwood  Road,  Summit,  treasurer  of 
the  local  house  committee;  Mrs.  Leon 
0.  Suttx>n,  283  Armstrong  avenue.  Jer- 
sey C4ty,  State  organizer;  Miss  Sarah 
Esterbrook,  of  75  Bsterbrook  avenue, 
Rah  way,  chairman  of  the  entertain- 
ment committee;  Senator  Harry  V.  Os- 
borne, of  Newark,  attorney  for  the  i 
State  of  New  Jersey;  David  B.  Mills,  I 
of  154  Upper  Mountain  avenue,  Mont-  | 
Clair,  member  of  the  Advisory  Council  i 
of   the  General   Society.  ' 
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ARTICLES  NEEDED.  I 

The  following  list  of  articles  la  badly  ' 
needed      at      the      Institution:      Three  j 
(bureaus,  ten  stands  or  small  tabWs  that 
could  be  used    as    night    stands,    stiff 
ohaJrs,  rocking  chairs,  rugs  oi»  strips  of 
carpet,  sheets,  pillow  cases  and  white 
spreads  for  s-lngle  beds,  blankets,  table- 
cloths,   napkins,    towels,     washstands,] 
toilet  sets  consisting  of  pitchers,  bowlsj 
and    slop    jars,   dishes    for     the     table,: 
kitchen   utensils,   harness   tbat  will   doj 
for  the  horses  to   work    the    garden — 
double   and    single    harness,    a   plough, 
garden  tools  so  that  four  acres  of  land , 
will  be  put  into  use  In  some  way.     The ' 
playground  needs  are  benches,  swings, 
hanimocks,   flag  poles  and   flags,  sane 
^able,  playground  playthings  etc.     Foil 
•the  garden,  all  kinds  of  garden  seeds, 
flowering  shrubs,    trees   to   plant — any- 
thing that    will   beautify   the   grounds. 
Horses'  feed,  chicken  feed,  etc. 

Send   anything  to  the  Arthur  -Hom^ 
For  Blind  Babies,  Pine  Grove  avenue, 
Stimmit,  New  Jersey,   that  would  hel 
to  maintain  an  Institution  of  this 
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Entertainment  for  Their  Friends  To  Be  Held  This  Afternoon ' 

in  the  Hotel  Gofham — Contributions  for  Support 

of  Home  Are  Asked  by  the  Committee. 


For  the  purRose  of  snowing  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  their  education  dur- 
jlng  the  last  year,  the  babies  of  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home  will  give  an  entertainment 
at  the  Hotel  Gotham  this  afternoon  from 
four  to  six  o'clock.  Piano  selections,  drills 
and  finger  exercises  T\iII  be  among  the 
numbers  on  the  programme.  Mrs'.  Lillian! 
Brechemin  Gillespie  will  sing  a  number  of  j 
children's  songs. 

The  home,  which  was  founded  in  IBO?  by 
the  International  Sunshine  Society,  is  on 
:Dyker  Heights,  Eighty-fourth  street  and 
Thirteenth  avenue.  Brooklyn,  Before  ,Ita 
.establishment,  many  dependent  blind 
babies  were  sent  to  the  idiot  department 
on  Randall's  Island,  as  the  city  had  no 
otJier  place  of  shelter  for  them. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  of 
which  Mrs.  Benjamin  Perkins,  of  No.  47 
East  Sixtieth  street,  is  the  head,  and  Mrs. ; 
John    S.    Sheppard,    Jr..    of   No.    256   AVesf ' 


i| 


Blind  Babies  to  Give  Musicale        \ 
to  Show  Progress  in  Education] 


Emma  and  Rache,l,  .Two  E>lind  Girls. who  wili.  Play  the. 
Piano,  Dance,  and  Singi  at  T>iE,  BE.2srE.riT  tor  tke  £>l,ii^d 

Fifty-seventh  street,  treasurer,  Is  asking 
contributions  for  support  of  _  the  institu- 
tion. Tlxe  entertainment.- tp  wlilch.  how- 
ever, there  is  no  admission  charge,  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 
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RA  FOR  BL4WirBABIES. 

CTiiljovt    an<l    Sullivan's    opoifUa.    "Pa- 
wnee."   will    he    uivon    in    bolmlf   of    the 
ykoi-   Ht'iffhts   Blind   Babies'    Ilom^  hy 
onry    C,    \Vhittaker.    Mr.    roller    and 
iond^  on  April  IS,  at  Kismet  Temple,  j 
'I'lje  hope  is  to  cloar  $500.  which  is.tlid 
►St  nC  the  tire  escapes  now  bein?j  erect- 
on   the  new  kinderKartcn   building, 
riiis  is  an  opportunity  to  see  a  cheery, 
riglit  operetta,  pass  a   pleasant  ereniufr. 
nd  make  a  jrenerous  contribution  to  the 
lind  Babies'  Home.  Dyker  Heifihti. 
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FOR  BLIIWLBABIES'  HOME. 

Young   People    Will     Present     "Pa- 
tience" at  Kismet  Temple. 

The  opera  "Patience"  will  be  pre- 
sented by  a  number  of 'young  people  of 
the  Bedford  section  at  Kismet  Temple, 
Tuesday  evening.  April  18.  The  temple, 
thougrh  new.  Is  well  known  for  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  entertainments  held 
there,  and  from  the  results  so  far  ob- 
tained it  would  appear  that  "Patience" 
will  be  no  exception  to  Its  predecessors. 
The  title  role  will  be  presented  by  Miss 
Winifred  Marshall,  soloist  of  St.  James'! 
Church. 

Miss    Grace    Demorest    will    take    the, 
art   of  Jone.      The    roles   of    the   Duke, 

unthorne  and  Grovenor  will  be  taken 
by  John  Brlerely,  of  the  Brick  Church,, 
Manhattan,  William  S.  Porter  and  P^ay-^ 
mond  Mullen,  respectively.  The  remain- 
ing' five  characters,  namely,  Ella,  An- 
gela, Saphir,  the  Colonel  and  the  Major' 
will  be  taken  by  Miss  Marlon  Powpll, 
Miss  Adrlenne  Rudkin,  Miss  Alice  Whit- 
aker,  Wallace  Cox  and  Henry  A.  Whit-' 
Rker.  I 

The  opera  is  of  moderate  length,! 
leaving  plenty  of  time  afterwards  for 
those  for  whom  Terpsichore  has  par-' 
tlcuiar  attractions  to  enjoy  the  beauti-l 
ful  floor  of  the  temple.  The  proceeds 
are  to  be  devoted  to  the  Blind  Babies'' 
Home,  one  of  the  institutions  belonging 
to  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
and  it  is  hoped  that  a  large  amoun 
will  be  realized  to  help  the  society 
its   work. 
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Blind  Babies'  Orchestra  to  Play 
J  at  Concert  in  Plymouth  Church 
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Keeping  time  with  their  toy  instruments 
to  the  music  given  forth  by  a  music  box 
and  a  phonograph,  the  tiny  residents  ot 
the  Blind  Babies'  Home  will  to-morrow 
I  rill iTr  riiniiiuih  im  ninm'ffl'  entertain- 
ment at  the  closing  session  of  the  sixth 
annual  meeting  of  tlie  International  Sun- 
shine Branch  for  the  Blind  at  Plymouth 
Church,  Orange  and  Vlenry  streets, 
Brooklyn. 

None  of  the  children  who  will  take  part 
In  the  entertainment  is  more  than  eisht 
years  old,  and  the  home  in  wliich  they 
live,  at  L-yker  Heights,  is  the  only  institu- 
tion in  this  city  devoted  to  the  care  of 
blinu  children  less  than  eight  years  of  age, 
While  a  few  of  the  children  have  wealthy 
parents,  most  of  them  are  maintained  by 
popular  contributions.  :Many  liave  been 
taught  to  sing  and  recite  well. 
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BUND  CHILDREN  TO 

^GIVE  AN  ENTERTAINA/IENT 


T#-day  at  Plymouth  Church,  Orange  and 
Henry  streets,  Brooklyn,  children  from 
the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  Dyker  Heights, 
will  8'lve  an  entertainment  as  a  closing 
feature  of  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind.  None  of  the  children  taking  part 
in  the  entertainment  is  ov^r  eight  years 
old.  The  Dyker  Heights  home  i."?  the  only 
institution  whei-o  blind  children  of  that 
age  are  taken  care  of.  Some  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  home  belong  to  wealthy 
parents,  but  most  of  them  arc  .supported 
bj-  popular  subscription. 


Et-oo k. lu^ w ,  yi.M..  Citui^e-rv, 
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Sunshine    Branch  Gathers  at 
Plymouth  Cuhrch. 


GRATIFYING    REPORTS    MADE 


During  Its  Existence  the  Society 
Has  Raised  More  Than  $100,000 
and  Has  a  Balance  of  $4,000  in 
Treasury  at  Present. 


Many  matters  of  interest  to  those  who 
care  for  the  blind  were  bronght  up,  di.s- 
cussed  and  acted  upon  at  the  sixth  an- 
nual meeting?  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Branch  for  the  Bliu1~  liglil  at 
Plymouth    Chnreh.    Oran'S'tS'~sTrcet,    near 

from  early  in  the  morning  until  late  in 
the  afternoon. 

After  the  invocation  by  the  Rev.  Wal- 
ter A.  A.  Gardner,  the  address  of  wel- 
come was  delivered  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bard- 
Avell  and  was  responded  to  by  Mrs. 
Theodore  F.  Seward.  The  reports  of  the 
auditor,  secretary  and  treasurer  were 
given,  and  it  was  stated  that  durmg  its 
existence  the  society  had  received  a  lit- 
tle more  than  $1(X>,000,  and  that  thero 
was  a  balance  of  about  .$4,()<X)  in  the 
treasury.  The  election  of  officers  re- 
sulted in  the  re-election  of  the  entire 
ticket,  with  Mrs.  John  S.  Sheppard  as  a 
director.  After  Miss  Ostrander  had  sunj^ 
a   solo.    "Easter,"    an    adjournment   wan 


taken  for  luncheon,  which  was  served  by  3 
the  Blind  Babies'  Helpers,  of  which  Misjj 
W.  A.  Bardwell  Avas  chairman. 

The  afternoon  session  commenced  with 
a  prayer  and  reading  of  an  appropriate 
lesson  by  the  Rev.  Rivinj^ton  D.  Lord, 
D.  1).,  pastor  of  the  J^'irst  Free  Baptist 
Church,  of  Brooklyn.  Rei)orts  were  then 
rendered  by  Miss  Cynthia  M.  Ti^egear, 
the  superintendent  and  Miss  Laura  San- 
ford,    the   resident   teacher.  i 

Members  of  the  SJnj;inj»  Class  then,  en- 
tertained with  two  lullabys,  those  taking" 
part  beinji: 

Annie  Bernstein,  Josephine  Bums,  El- 
mer Cohen,  Annie  Warshauer.  Arthur 
Hart,  Esther  Loebel,  Michael  Tosca, 
Isidore  Schien,  Lily  Butler,  Rosalie 
Cohen,  Thomas  Manzi,  William  Wigel, 
Eleanor  Foster,  Lena  .Tampolsky,  Samuel 
Phillips,  Samuel  Diamond,  Rose  Bern- 
stein, Michael  I^acioppa,  Emma  Kings- 
Jand,   Rachel  Askenas. 

Mrs.  M.  Augusta  Bosworth,  teacher  of 
music,  rendered     her     report     after  tho 
singing.      The   technique  class  then  pre- 
sented   the    following    programme:      Ear 
training,  Elmer  Cohen,  Sammie  Phillips, 
Thomas   Manzi;   piano,     "Song     of     the 
Mill,"  Lillie  Butler:  piano  duet,  "Polka- 
Mazurka"  (L,  Streabbog),  Emma  Kings- 
land  and  Rachel     Askenas:     piano  solo, 
"Courage,"    Rachel    Askenas:    "Spring's 
Greeting"      (Virgel),      "Heather      Rose"; 
(Lang).     Emma     Kingsland;     songs     b.v'' 
kindergarten   class   (a)    "Who   I^)ves  the  i 
Trees.      Best"       (Smith       (b)       "Happy; 
Farmer,"  Emma  Kingsland;  song,  "Sun- 1 
beams"  kindergarten  class;  songs,  "But-  i 
ter   Cup,"   Rosa   Bernstein,    "What   Cau  ! 
Baby     Do?"     Eleanor     Foster.     "Dolly: 
Asleep,"    Josephine    Burns,    baby    class; 
report     of     Miss     O'Day,     kindergarten 
teacher;    story,    "Point   Reading,"   Anni« 
Warshauer;      recitation,      "The     Wind," 
(Eugene  Field),  Baby  Rosa;  the  orches- 
tra,   baby    class,    "Salute    to    the.  Flag,"  i 
"Tin  Soldiers."      "Skating."     "Dusting;"  j 
reading   by   Miss   Florence  G.   Youmans.  j 
"The  Frown  and  the  Smile,"   "Sunshine 
and     Shade;"     kindergarten     games     by  j 
children.  I 

Officers  of  the  society  are:  , 

Board  of  Directors— President.  Mrs. 
Theodore  F.  Seward;  vice-president.  Mrs.  I 
John  Alvin  Young;  secretary,  Mrs,  Nellie  l 
E.  C.  Furman;  treasurer.  Mrs.  (jynthia 
Westover  Alden;  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Camp- 
bell: Mrs.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Miss  Dows, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  B.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Perkins. 

Advisory  Council— Robert  S.  Brewster, 
chairman:  Benjamin  B.  Lawrence.  How- 
ard Hildt.  Eljen  P.  Morford.  W.  B.  An-  I 
derson    Dr.  R.  R.  Reeder.  John  S.  Shep-  j 
pard,  Jr..  legal  adviser;  W.  R.  Anderson, 
legal   adviser.  I 

House    Committee— Mrs.    F.    Theodore  ! 
Herx.    Xo.    ISO    Argyle    road.    Brooklyn, 
chairman:     ^Nlrs.     James     F]bbits,     Mrs. 
J.    B.    (ireenhut.    Mrs.     Robert     Irving 
^JBJOjiS.  Mrs.  Eben  P.  Morford.  secretary; 


I 


Mrs.  Anson  B.  Moraii,  ^Mrs.  Bonjamin 
Perkins.  Mrs.  .lames  Proater,  Mi-s:  J."  G. 
Ropers.  Mrs.  Cvntiii:\  M.  Tresoar.  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Wilhour,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
Fm-man. 

Historian— Miss    May   Dows,.  No.    695 
Fifth   Ji venue.   New  York  City. 

Chaolain— Rev.    Walter    A.    A,    Gard- 
ner. D.  D. 

Visiting  Physicians — Harry  Tarbox,  M. 

D..  J.  H.  Firney.     D.     D.     S.,     Stewart 

LoAvis,  ]Nr.  D.,  Simon  Rothenhers,  M,  D. 

Staff— Superintendent,  Mrs.  Cynthia  M. 

frregear:     jjublic     school     kindergartner. 

Miss  O'Dny;  teach  and  primary  kinder- 

/rartner.  Miss  Laura  Sanford;  teacher  of 

'mnsic,   Mrs.    A*ugusta   Bosworth. 

I     Blind      Babies'      Kindergarten — Honse- 

.mother,  Mrs.   Mary   Armstrong;  working 

j'liousekeeper,  Mary  Janosi;  special  nurse, 

[Li da   Barker. 

Blind  Babies'  Home.  Nursery  and  Hos- 
pital—Housemother.  Mrs.  Clara  Marsh; 
assistant  housemother  and  nurse.  Misi? 
IJennie  Clark;  laundress,  trained  nurses, 
|.watchman. 
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BLIND  TOTS  ENTERTl 
AT  SUNSHINE  MEETING 


Remarkable  Exhibition  by  Little 

Ones  From  Dyker  Heights 

Home. 


VISITORS  ARE  DEEPLY  MOVED. 


One    Girl    Gives    a   Display    of    Point 

Reading,  and  Others  Recite  and 

Sing  Very  Cleverly. 


i  The  afternoon  session  of  the  sixth  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Branch  for  the  Blind  that  was  held 


brcught  tears  to  the  eyes  of  the  hun- 
dred or  more  people  assembled  there 
as  members  and  guests  of  the  Inter- 
r.ational  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
Blind. 

It  was  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of 
the  organization.  The  afternoon  cere- 
mony was  preceded  by  a  business 
session  in  the  morning.  The  move- 
ment to  alleviate  misfortunes  of  the 
blind,  especially  as  to  the  care  and 
education  of  stricken  children,  started 
seven  years  ago  v;ith  the  founding  of 
the  Dyker  Heights  Blind  Baby's 
Home  by  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Al- 
den. 

There  is  another  branch  in  Summit, 
N.  J.,  and  at  the  business  se.ssion  yes- 
terday plans  were  discussed  for  the 
propagation  of  this  work  throughout 
the  ( ountry.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  to 
have  a  home  for  blind  children  sup- 
ported by  every  State.  The  Dyker 
Heights  Blind  Baby's  Home  receives 
frcm  the  city  $1  a  day  for  each  child, 
except  a  few  children  of  well-to-do 
Ijari.-nts  A^ho  are  private  patients.' 

The    business    session    v,  as    devoted 
chiefly  to  discussion  of  proposed  ways 
and    means   of   spreading   the   aid   for 
blind   children.       The   Rev.   Walter  A.  ' 
A.  Gardiner  delivered  tne  invocation.  ; 
Th^    reiifling    of    reports    by    Mrs.    C.  ■• 
N.    E.    C.    Furman,    Mrs.    Alden,    Mrs., 
Eben    Morford,    Mri.    James    Mitchell, 
Mrs.   Benjciinin  Perkins,   Mrs.  John  S. 
Sheppard,    Miss    May    Dows    and    Dr. 
iiurry    Tartaox     showed    a    promising 
condition   of  the  affairs. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to 
iiruuse  a  greater  public  interest  in  I 
ike  work  of  the  organization  and  from' 
I-.esent  indications  the  movement  will 
i.ieet  with  considerable  encouragement 
in  other  States,  the  reports  declare.  ' 
Miss  Emma  L.  Ostrandyr  sang  a  fewj 
b-olos. 

The  afternoofi  session  commenced 
Avith  a  prayer  svnd  reading  of  L»e£son 
.I'our  in  Mj'.nual,  led  by  the  Rev.  Riv-' 
irg.slon  D.  Lord,  pastor  of  the  F^rst 
Free  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Cjmthia 
M.  Treg-ear  read  the  superintendent's 
1 1  port,  aft^r  which  Miss  Laura  San- 
ford,  as^  resident  teacher,  read  her| 
j^rinual  repol'.t.r-V"  , 

The  rest  of  the  programme  wasi 
given  o\er  to  the  children.  With- 
songs,  playing  and  recitations,  the 
blind  young.sters  aroused  the  wonder 
of  their  auditors.  Al!  showed  results 
of  excellent  training.  That  they  are 
being  taught  to  go  through  life  with-^ 
out  the  power  of  sight  was  appar-' 
ent. 

The  singing  class  gave  Gaynor's 
"Lullabys"  and  McCurie's  "'Popping 
Co^n."  The  class  in  technique  dem- 
onstrated that,  although  robbed  of 
sight,  their  mental  faculties  were' 
alert   and    responsive.      Three    of    the 


'  youngsters,  Elmer  Cohen,  Samuer 
Phillips  and  Thomas  Manzi,  exhibited 
their  ability  to  catch  musical  notes 
and  give  them,  their  proper  desigrna- 
tion.  LilUe  Butler  played  "The  Song 
of  the  Mill"  on  the  piano  in  a  fault- 
less manner. 

The  amazing  feat  of  the  afternoon, 
however,  was  the  duet,  Steabog's  lit- 
tle "Polka  Mazurka,"^  as  played  by 
Emma  Kingsland  and  Rachel  As- 
kenas.  Although  unable  to  gee  the 
keyboard,  they  played  the  piece  with 
a  remarkable  certainty  of  touch. 
Emma  then  played  two  solos,  Virgel's 
"Spring  Greeting"  and  Lang's 
"Heather  Rose."  The  kindergarten 
class,  with  Flachel  Askenas  at  the 
piano,  sang  "Who  Loves  the  Trees 
Best,"  "Happy  Parmer,"  "Sunbeams." 
The  baby  class  sang  "Buttercups," 
"What  Can  Baby  Do?"  and  "Dolly 
Asleep." 

Little  Annie  TVarshauer  read  from 
embossed  type  for  the  blind  the  story 
of  the  "Life  of  St.  Chrj'sostom,"  and 
Baby  Rosa  Bernstein  gave  a  recita- 
tion, "The  Wind,"  by  Eugene  Field. 

Mrs.  Augusta  Bosworth  and  Miss 
O'Day  read  reports  on  the  musical 
and  kindergarten  work  In  the  Blind 
Baby's  Home.  Miss  Florence  G. 
Youmans  gave  a  reading  of  "The 
Frown  and  the  Smile"  and  "Sunsiiine 
snd  Shade."  Resolutions  of  a  formal 
character  were  read,  after  which  the 
Rev.  A.  A.  Gardener  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close  with  a  benedic- 
tion. 

The  blind  children  who  participated 
were  Annie  Bernstein,  Josephine 
Burns,  Elmer  Cohen,  Annie  War- 
shauer,  Arthur  Hart,  Esther  Loebel, 
Michael  Tosca.  Isidore  Schlen,  Lily 
Butler,  Rosalie  Cohen,  Thomas 
Manzi,  William  '^-''igel,  Eleanor  Fos- 
ter, Lena  Jampolsky,  Samuel  Phillips, 
Samuel  Diamond,  Rose  Bernstein, 
Michael  Lacioppa.  Emma  Kingsland 
and  Rachel  Askenas. 

The  officers  of  the  organization 
are:  President.  Mrs.  Theodore  F. 
Seward,  11  Webster  place.  East 
Orange,  N.  ,J. ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
John  Alvin  Ycung,  Glen  Cove,  Long 
Island;  secretary,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
Furman.  121  Hooper  street.  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  96  P^fth  avenue,  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell, 
593  Bedford  avenue,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.; 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Anderson,  154  East  Sixty- 
.«^econd  street.  New  York  City;  Mrs. 
Benjamin  B.  Lawrence,  170  West 
Flf-ty-nlnth  street,  New  York  City: 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Perkins,  47  East  Six- 
tieth street,  New  York  City.  Advis- 
ory council.  Robert  S.  Brewster,  chair- 
man: Benjamin  B.  Lawrence,  How- 
ard Hiidt,  Eben  P.  Morford,  W.  B. 
Anderson,  Dr.  R.  R.  Reeder.  John  Si 
Sheppard.    Jr..    legal    advisor;    W.    » 


Ander^Yi,   legal  advisor. 
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Bliiiil  CHILD  MDSICIAKS'^ 
ASTONISH  THEIR  HEARERS 


little    Girls    Play    Difficult    Pianoj 
Composition. 


BOY      PERFORMS      OWN      PIE€E 


'It    Ju«t    Came    to    Me^"^    He    Says-— . 

Other   Inmates   of   Brooklyn   ilome 

Show    Intellifi-ence   and    Skill. 


Twenty-five  children,  blind  from  birtrt, 
who  are  unmates  of  the  Htrme  for  BUnd 
Babies,  at  'Big-hitj^-fourth  street  and  Thir- 
teenth avenue,  Brooklyn,  yesterday  after- 
noon astonished  persons  attending  the 
Sixth  annual  meethig-  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Branch  for  the  Blind,  in  the  lec- 
ture room  of  Plymouth  Church.  The  chil- 
dren, 3  to  14  years  old,  played  difficult 
mufitic,  sang,  transcribed  passages  from 
tK>oks  read  to  them,  and  played  games  in 
which  they  appeared^  as  much  at  ea,&&  as 
if  they  had  eyesighi:.'' 

The  children  were  in  charge  of  Mrs. 
Cytifhia  Westover  Alden,  founder  of  the 
Home  in  Brooklyn,  and  also  of  one  in 
BummLt,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Alden  made  po  secret 
of  her  airn  to  hjwid  over  the  care  of  theee 
homes  to  the  two  .States  and  establish 
similar  homes  in  other  States,  to  be  sup-^ 
ported  by  public  funds. 

A  feature  of  the  entertainment  "^as  a. 
pia.no  duet  toy  Rachel  Askenas  and  Em- 
ma Kingsland,  eix  and  eight  years  old, 
who  played)  a  polka  mazurka,  containing- 
mA."ny  riilfRcult  passages.  The  selection 
called  for  very  rapid  fingering  and  older 
piani'Ets  said  the  "proficiency  of  the  little 
girls  was  astonishing.  Michael  I-^aciop- 
pa,  ten  years  eld,  took  the  place  on  the 
programme  that  had  been  given  to  Emma 
Li.  Ostrander,  who  was  to  have  played  a 
jl^dja-no  solo.  The  boy  performed  one  of 
'his  own  composition  with  such  skill  and 
so  sensitive  a  touch  ais  to  draw  tears 
to  the  eyes  of  the  listeners.  He  said  he 
h'6:s  not  named  the  selection,  but  is  very 
fond  of  it.  Asked  how  he  happened  to 
compose  the  piece,   he  said: 

"Oh,   it  just  came  to  nie.' 

Anna    Warshauer,     fourteen,    years    old, 
took  down   part  of  a  chapter  of  the  life 
of  gt.    Chrysostom   and  read   it  from,  her 
naanuscript'      She    ba'd    made    the    trs-uv 
scriptlon,   without  an  error,   in   the  hand 
writing   of   the    blind,    by   -wmch   the   le't 
terg  are  punched  through  the  papea%  per 
mittlng  the  writer  to  read  by  the  seiise  c 
touch. 
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FOR  BUNOJABiES  HOME 

Young  Society  Folk  Present  "Pa- 
tience" at  Kismet  Mosque. 


Well-Known   Church  Soloists   in   Gil- 
bert and  Sullivan's  Pretty 
Comic  Opera. 


A  group  of  j'oung  people  of  the  Hill 
section  last  night  joiueil  forces  and 
gave  a  very  successful  production  of 
Gilbert  and  Sullivan's  tuneful  cotuic 
opera.  "Palience,"  in  the  I*ismet  Mosrjue, 
Herkimer  street,  near  Xistraud  avenue. 
A  large  audience  of  the  parents  and 
friends  gave  the  singers  ever>'  encour- 
agement in  what  was  their  first  appear- 
ance in  comic  opera.  The  event  was  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Blind  Babies  Home  in 
Dyker  Heights,  conducted  by  the  luter- 
uational    Sunshine    Society. 

Well-known  church  soloists  were  the 
principals  in  the  cast,  while  about  forty 
young  people  made  up  the  supjjorting 
(horns.  Weeks  of  preparation  and  many 
long  rehearsals  were  required  lo  get 
things  in  proper  shape  and  all  of  the 
many  solos,  chorus  numbers,  ensembles 
and  finaies  were  interpreted  with  sur- 
prising accuracy  and  expiession  and  won 
many   encores. 

The  part  of  Patience  -wast  sung,  by 
Winifred  Marshall,  a  youthful  soprano, 
with  clear,  sweet  voice,  and  she  acted 
her  part  with  ease.  She  was  especially 
good  in  the  first  act  wherein  she  had  a 
solo  and  a  duet  with  Angela.  The  lat- 
ter brought   forth   much   apjjlause. 

William  Porter,  whc  played  the  lead- 
ing man  as  Reginald  Bunthorne.  acted 
v/ith  much  vim  and  his  work  throughout 
f;ained  for  him  much  admiration. 

The  chorus  consisted  of  twenty  young 
women  who  plajed  on  lutes  and  mando- 
lins, as  they  sang.  They  were  led  by 
Miss  .Adrienne  Rudkin.  Miss  Marion  Pow- 
ell and  Miss  Alice  Whitaker.  as  the  Lady 
.\ngela.  the  Lady  Ella  and  the  I^ady 
Saphir  respectively.  The  role  of  Jane- 
was  played  by  Grace  Demorest.  who  was 
appropriately  formidable,  portentous, 
black-haired   and   gloomy. 


The  men's  ohorus  was  composed  of 
Rood  young  men  singers  as  officers  of 
the  Dragoon  Guards,  led  by  the  Major 
Murgatroyd.  The  otbor  higher  officers 
of  the  guard  were:  John  Brierley  as 
Ilentenant.  the  Duke  of  Dunstable,  and 
Wallace    Cox.    as    Colonel   Calverley. 

Raymond  Mullen,  as  Arcliibald  Gros- 
venor.  an  idyllic  poet,  sang  and  acted 
well  and  displayed  a  tenor  voice  of  ex- 
lellent  (luality. 

The  scenery  and  costumes  were  elabor- 
ate. 

Edward  J.  A.  Zoiner.  the  director  of 
niusii-  at  the  Commcreisl  High  School, 
skillfully  conducted  the  orchestra,  anr* 
everything  ran  smoothly.  The  Commer- 
cial High  School  orchestra  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  of  the  production. 
The  chorus  was  well  trained  by  William 
S.  Porter.  Mrs.  A.  Ann  Wontworth  took 
care  of  the  dramatic  interpretation  of 
the  opera. 

About  $200  was  realized  for  the  Blind 
Babies  Home.  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden.  the  president  general  and  found- 
er of  the  Sunshine  Society,  attended  the 
opera  and  headed  the  list  of  patron- 
esses. 

After    thn    performance    tlie    floor    was 
fleared   and    dancing   continued    to   a   late 
hour.      The    singers     were     congratulated 
on   their   initial   effort   in    comic   opera. 
The  cast 

I'atjr-tne.   a    .=iTir.v   maid Winifred    Marshall 

l..aay  .Tane...  1  f Grace  Do more.st 

'  idy  KUa...    1  RaptiiroufJ  Marian  Powell 

I-ftdy  Angela  i    Majden.s.    1  Adrlenne  Riirlkln 

]^<lv  Sapliir.J  I, .Mice  Wliitaker 

}'eB)iU"UI   liuntliorne,  a   fjeshy  Poet..Wrn.   T'urter 
.^rchllta.l(J    CJio.svenor.     an    Myllic    poet. 

Raymond    Mullen 
■!  inur.    the    Duke  of  Dunstable.  ..Tohn    Briereley 

.f'olotiel    Calverley    Wallace   Cox 

Major    MurgiUroyrl     .    Henry    Whitaker 

Mr.    F.UTif home's    Solinlor FrerVk    Demorest 

Chorus— Charlotte  Bo.sworth,  Rethel  Royd„ 
Frances  Bovd,  Marjory  Camnbell.  Charlottfll 
Cliase.  Ella  Conklin.  Mr.s  Linrlen  Diekie.^ 
G\ven<lolin  Owyer,  Dorothy  Hick.<!,  Iva  T>ake. 
Sirlncv  parsons,  Natalie  del  Ri.-sco.  Katherine 
Puolkin.  Kvelyn  Ryan,  Lucile  Todd.  Horten.se 
Waltrr.  Dorothy  Wing.  Helen  Wing,  Mar.iory 
•Zabriskie.  William  Alien,  Augustus  Barlow, 
Crrlffin  Bate.«',  Tjawrence  Beattie.  Harold  De- 
\h}\^.  Frederick  Demorest.  John  T~>ickje.  Linden' 
TMi'kie.  Howard  Doris.  Harold  Foishay,  Henry 
Gulick,  Kenneth  Pfalsted.  Samuel  Hu^rhes, 
Prescott  May,  .Arthur  Newland,  William  Niel- 
fon,  George  Plym))ton,  Egbert  Von  EberViard, 
l.i'.man    Wing. 

The  programme  girls,  who  deserve  t 
great  amount  of  praise  for  their  efforts, 
gathered  quite  a  sum  to  edd  to  t))e  gen- 
oral    fund.     They   were: 

nrma  Rorchard,  Isabel  Rurchell,  .Tean  Chap- 
r>ell,  Ada  Fitzpatrick,  Marlon  Fitzpatrick, 
Helen  Keuerick.  Marguerite  Mallory.  Evelyn^ 
Muller,  Kate  Robinson.  Helen  Savoyc,  GraciM 
Sps'don,   Augusta  Todd.    Marie  Wagner.  m 

The  ushers  were:  .  1 

H'^ad  Usher,  Horace  Gulick.  jr.;  Richard  j 
iieny,  J.  Wesley  Corn  well,  Howard  Fit/.pat- 
rick."  Millard  Gulick,  George  Kohler,  Douglas 
Parker,  Roswell  Parker.  Harold  (iieen.  T,e<>n 
i^chofJeld.     .^^tllllr    Van    Orden. 


The  patronesses  were: 

Mis.  Cyntliia  W.  Alden.  Mrs.  AViDlam  C. 
Allfi;,  Mrs.  Harold  Atkinson,  Mrs.  William  A, 
i^arfovv,  Mr.«!.  Johno.s  G.  Beattie.  Mrs.  W. 
Hosnier  Bennett.  Mn?.  John  T.  Brierlev,  Mr.s. 
Andrew  Z.  Boyd.  Mrs.  Wjlliard  I>,  Pandee. 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Carson.  Mrs.  George  V.  Chappell, 
]\rrs.  Griff  B.  Conklin.  Mr.s.  C.  H.  Delano, 
Mr?.  J.  A.  Demorest,  Mrs.  .Tusto  del  Bisco, 
Mrs.  Henry  A.  Dickie,  Mrs.  Horace  Dowie. 
Mrs.  Thoma.?  A.  Eddy,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Fitzhiig-h. 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  Fitzhugh.  Mrs.  Herbert  W. 
Fitzhugh,  Mrs.  D.  F.  S.  Forshay.  ISfrs.  Horace 
M.  Gulick,  Mi-s.  C.  Dayton  Gwyer,  ATrs.  Fred- 
erick Halstead,  Mrs.  RaJj3h  M.  Helmer.  Mrs. 
I^ui.se  Lake,  Mrs.  John  Tv.  Marshall,  Mrs. 
Harry  R.  May,  Miss  Elizabeth  Merrv,  Miss 
Kleanor  McLellan.  Mrs.  S.  C  Kielson,  Mrs. 
Thomas  W.  I'ond,  Mi's.  Alma  Webster  I'ow^ll. 
Miss  Susanno  E  Quinn,  Mrs.  William  J.  Pa^- 
voye.  Mrs.  Theodore  l.i.  Todd,  Mr.s.  Alfonse 
Walter,  Mrs.  D.  B.  Went  worth,  Mrs.  John  A. 
WTiitaker.  Mrs.  Ale.x;;nder  J.  Wildman,  Mrs^ 
U  F.  Williams,  Mrs.  V.  L.  Wing.  Mr?.  C.  m 
Zabriskle.  ^^F 


TvevOcirK,.  r.,  J., 

"Ae^-^s. 

C/t|/T^-r  u  \^      %%,  s 

-111. 

The  International  ^" " ihUtfLi  P^^^^ 
for  the  Blind,  of  whlch'^Mrs.  Ttoe«fbre 
F.  Se^^arff,  of  East  Orange,  is  pi*»Vdent, 
held  Its  sixth  annual  meeting  In  Ply- 
mouth Church,  Brooklyn,  on  Saturday, 
April  15. 

The  morning  session  was  devoted  to 
business  but  the  afternoon  was  given 
up  almost  exclusively  to  the  blind 
babies  who  delighted  the  audience  by 
the  ease  and  grace  with  which  they 
carried  out  the  long  program  prepared 
by  their  superintendent  and  teachers, 
as  well  as  by  the  vim  and  evident  en- 
joyment with  which  they  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  the  thing. 

Twenty  boys  and  girls  from  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home,  at  Dyker's  Heights,  sang 
"Lullabies"  and  a  funny  little  song 
called    "Popping   Corn." 

The    technique    class   made   an   excel- 
lent showing.     Three  boys  gave  a  dem- 
onstration    in    ear    training.       "Emma"  , 
and   "Rachel,"   who   have   charmed  New  : 
Jersey  audiences  on  various  other  occa-  ' 
sjons,     were     very     much     in     evidence, 
playing  all  the  accompaniments  for  the 
songs   and  kindergarten   games.     Annie 
Wasshauer,  who  used  to  live  in  Newark, 
read    a    story    which    had    been    told    in 
"Point" — the    method    which     Is    being 
used  now,   instead  of  raised  letters  for 
the  blind. 


The  baby  class  gave  a  "Sal'uTeTi5~tTre" 
Flag"."  and  Baby  Rosa  recited  'The 
Wind."  by  Eugene  Field.  There  were 
Bolos  by  several  little  girls,  songs  and 
games  by  the  kindergarten  class  and 
a  piano  duet  by  two  of  the  older  girls. 
«     *     • 

Among  the  many  Easter  offerings 
taken  to  the  Arthur  Home  on  the  occa- 
sion of  its  first  birthday  party  none 
has  given  more  genuine  pleasure  to  the 
children  than  the  brood  of  chickens 
sent  in  response  to  a  suggestion  made 
in  this  column.  It  means  so  much  to 
these  siglitless  babies  to  have  for  their 
very  own  "something  little  and  'live." 
They  are  delighted  to  hear  the  "peep, 
peep"  of  the  chicks  and  the  "cluck, 
cluck"  of  the  mother  hen,  and  when, 
as  a  special  privilege,  one  is  permitted 
to  hold  for  a  minute  one  of  the  fluffy, 
downy  little  peepers,  language  is 
wholly  inadequate  to  express  the  conse- 
quent rapture  and  content. 
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Kindengarten  Exercises. 

A  FEATURE  of  special  interest  to 
Brooklyn  visitors  to  the  Blind 
Workers  Exhibit  which  will  open 
this  evening  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera 
House,  Manhattan,  will  be  the  games  and 
kindergarten  exercises  by  children  from 
the  Blind  Babies  Home  at  Dyker  Heights, 
conducted  by  the  International  Sunshine 
Society.  To-morrow  afternoon  six  blind 
children,  Lily  Butler,  Elmer  Cohen.  Mi- 
chael Tosca,  Thomas  Manzi.  William 
Wigel  and  Samuel  Phillips  will  take  part 
in  a  programme  of  games,  kindergarten 
exercises  and  '  singing.  The  pictures 
show  the  children  in  regular  kindergarten 
exercises  led  by  Lily  Butler,  a  Scotch, 
lassie.  s  Q^ 

In  the  Sunshine  Society  home  at  preset 
ent  there  are  twenty-five  children  whP' 
are  enjoying  the  privileges  of  a  com- 
bined home,  nursery,  hospital  and  kinder- 
garten. The  directors  of  the  home  claim 
that  the  education  of  the  blind  should 
begin    with    the    babies. 

The  work  is  very  hard,  for  a  blind 
child  is  far  more  difficult  to  instruct 
than  one  which  is  in  possession  of  the 
«^nse  of  sight.      The  blind  children  fear 


j  everything,  hold  themselves  aloof  and 
cannot  be  left  alone,  for  if  they  are  they 
I  at  once  begin  to  probe  their  eyes,  seek- 
j  ing  the  light  which  does  not  come  to 
I  them. 

'     The    children    are    fed,    clothed,    cared 

for,  taught  to  walk  without  shuffling  their 

!  feet,    taught    to    use    their    hands,    dress 

,  themselves   and    to  play  with   their   toys, 

land    finally    are    placed    in      the      rogulnr 

kindergarten      of      the    Home,    for    which 

: teachers    are    supplied    by    the,  Board    of 

Education. 

In  many  instances  children  v/'ho  were 
supposed  to  be  idiots  have  developed 
wonderfully  fast,  one  after  another  in- 
firmity being  gradually  overcome.  This 
was  especially  true  in  the  case  of  a  child 
who,  when  brought  to  the  Home,  had 
been  pronounced  by  eminent  ])hysicians 
to  be  deaf,  dumb,  blind  and  paralyzed. 
The  girl  is  now  one  of  the  brighiest  in 
the  Home,  her  "blindness  being  her  ouly 
defect,  and  there  is  well-grounded  hope 
that  this  may  be  also  overcome  in   time. 

The  children  who  are  to  attend  the  ex- 
hibition will  be  in  charge  of  the  super- 
intendent, Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  and 
the  house  mother,  Mrs.  Armstrong.  Miss 
O'Day  is  the  city  kinder^ 
Sunshine    Home. 
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III  umi'  SHOW 

Dyker  Heights  Home  Children 
Give  Exhibition. 


TAFT  PRESENT  FOR  OPENING 


Wonderful  Results  Achieved  by 
Careful  Training  of  the  Blind 
Are  Seen  on  Stage  of  the  Metro- 
politac    Opera   House. 


One  of  the  most  interestin;^  inciUcuts  at 
the  Blind  Workers'  Exhibit,  which  was 
opened  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera  House. 
ManhattaiT,  by  ^resiiJent  Taft  yesterday 
and  which  will  continue  until  April  30. 
Vv'as  the  exhibition  this  afternoon  by  the 
children  of  the  public  school  kinderirarteu 
class  of  the  Dyker  Heights  Homo  Kin- 
dergarten for  Blind  Babies.  In  a  charm- 
ingly unaffected  manner,  unconscious  of 
the  thousands  of  eyes  upon  them,  the 
little  tots  went  through  their  exercises 
and  games,  and  sang  their  little  songs. 
Those  who  took  part  were:  Lily  Butfer, 
Michael  Tosca,  Thomas  Manzi,  William 
Wiegel,  Elmer  Cohen  and  Samuel  Phil- 
ilips,  and  they  went  through  their  exer- 
jcises  under  the  leadership  of  the  little 
iri. 

If  anyone  doubted  the  necessity  for  con- 
stant watchfulness  and  especial  training 
of  sightless  children  and  of  the  wonder- 
ful results  which  can  be  accomplished, 
such  doubts  were  soon  dispelled.  Their 
manners    were   graceful    and    unaffected. 


t 


there  was  an  absence  of  the  usvtal  ftiim- 
aces  Avhich  one  takes  for  granted  in  the 
blind,  and  it  M'as  really  hard  at  times  u> 
believe  that  the  bright  eyes  which 
seemed  to  see  everything  really  were  use- 
less. ■ 

The  Dyker  Heights  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  was  started  several  years  ago  by 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  president- 
general  of  the  international  Sunshine  So- 
ciety. In  trying  to  find  a  place  where  a 
blind  baby  could  be  eared  for,  Mrs.  Alden 
discovered  that  in  all  New  Yorjv  City 
there  Avas  no  place  except  the  idiot  de- 
partment of  the  Municipal  Asyluni.  whe?e 
a  blind  baby  could  be  allowed  to  live,  and 
that  no  training  was  provided  in  the  city 
for  .such  un fortunate  children  until  they 
werjo  eight  years  of  .age.  Further  investi- 
gation «leveIoped  the  fact  that  at  this 
time  it  is  difficult  to  correct  the  many  dis- 
agreeable habits  and  overcome  the  fear 
which  soon  comes  to  a  sightless  baby. 
Through  the  press.  Mrs.  Alden  appealed 
for  help  for  the  babies  to  whom  the  gift 
o  fsight  had  been  denied,  and  through  the 
response/}  which  were  received  she  was 
able  to  open  a  modest  nurseryrhospital  in  ^ 
rented  rooms  and  Mrs.  Tregear.  a  gradu- 
ate nurse,  vohinteered  her  services.  ] 

After  six  years*  work,  Dyker  Heights 
Home  stands  as  an  example  of  what  en-i 
thusiasm,   backed   up   by   faithful,   jjerse- j 
vering  work,  can   accomplish.     In  it  are, 
twenty-five  children,  ranging  in  age  from 
the  tiniest  baby  to  the  child  of  school  age. 
The    children    receive   four-fold    benefit- 
home,  nursery,  hospital  and  kindergarten. 
Miss  O'Day.  a  kindergartner  sent  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  comes  each  day  to 
conduct    the    public    school    kindergarten 
class,  and  is  greatl^^  loved  by  her  young 
charges. 

Society  and  wealth  were  well  repre- 
sented last  night,  and  they  make  a  strik- 
ing contrast  to  the  groups  of  blind  men. 
women  and  children  on  the  stage  .and  in 
the  auditorium.  On  the  stage  were 
shown  the  blind,  doing  the  work  that  is.j 
being  accomplished  every  day  by  their 
more  fortunate  brothers  who  have  the 
use  of  their  eyes.  : 

A  telegram  expressing  regret  at  his 
inability  to  be  present  Avas  read  from  th(! 
blind  statesman.  United  States  Senator 
Gore,  and  a  letter  was  received  from 
Miss  Helen  Keller,  the  accomplished 
blind  girl.  In  the  letter  Miss  Keller 
made  a  pathetic  plea  for  the  blind,  and  I 
jpraised  those  in  charge  of  the  exhibition.] 


^^nXiP REN  from  the   Blind 
Home   in   Brooklyn  *1f^ff^ 
taken  a  prominent  part  I.i 
the  blind  workers'  exhibit 
I  at  the  Opera  House  in  Manhattan. 
[  Yesterday  v/as  filled    with    music, 
dancing  and  games  by    the  blind 
children.   The  blind  babies  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden's   branch 
institution   in   Brooklyn  were    ap- 
plauded for  their  unique  evolutions, 
as    were    the    maypole    and    folk 
dances  by  the  Overbrook  girls  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Instituion  for  the 
Blind. 

The  programme  last  evening  con- 
t  sisted  of  the  "Merchant  of  Venice," 
i  played  by  the  boy  actors  of  the 
same  institution.foUowed  by  dances 
and  games  by  the  blind  children  of 
the  New  York  public  schools, 
which  were  loudly  applauded.  Dr. 
William  H.  Maxwall  presided,  and 
§poke  of  the  movement. 


Blind  Rachel,  a  Greek  Child. 
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>6r  blind  babies  home. 

The  Sunshl'iW<®Wl??fgciicy  Branch  of  the 
Southorn  Division  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  of  which  Mrs.  Edward 
G.  Entwistle  is  president,,  will  give  its 
semi-annual  benefit  for  the  Blind  Babies 
Hume  on  May  26,  at  Good  Counsel  Hall, 
Madison  street  and  Ralph  avenue.  There 
will  be  a  number  of  attractive  features, 
and  several  new  members  of  the  branch 
will  make  their  debut.  Miss  Jennie 
Tymeson  Fitchie,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Ethel 
T.  Fitchie,  and  Miss  Joyce  Taylor,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Vernon  Taylor  of  Eastern 
Parkway,  will  make  her  first  appearance 
with  Ethel  Niebrougg  in  the  dewdrop 
dance.  Leona  and  Thelraa  Entwistle  will 
Introduce  some  new  specialities. 
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M^^,000  FOR  SUNSHINE. 

||  bequest  of  $5,000  to  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  one-half  of  which  is 
to  be  used  for  the  Blind  Babies  Home 
and  the  other  half  for^^WIWH»*iety's  sani- 
tarium at  Bensonhurst,  is  made  in  the 
will  of  Elizabeth  R.  Stanton,  filed  Id 
Manhattan  yesterday  for  probate. 
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Sunshiners  to  Convene 
In  New  York  Next  Week 


The^thirteenth  annual  convention  of  the 
Internjtlonal  Sunshine  Society  will  be 
held  M&y  18,  19  and  20.  The  first  day, 
May  18,  the  sessions  will  take  place  in 
the  parlors  of  the  Hotel  Martinique, 
Thirty-third   street  and  Broadway,   Man- 


Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman. 

hattan.    The  morning  session  will  be  held 
from  10:30  to  noon. 

For  the  afternoon  session  an  Interest- 
ing programme  has  been  arranged,  which 
will  include  greetings  from  Colonel 
Roosevelt  and  President  Taft.  Orin  Swett 
Marsden,  Will  Carlton,  the  Brook- 
lyn poet  and  lecturer;  Henry  Gaijpes 
Hawn,  reader,  and  the  Rev.  Professor 
Cranston  Brenton  of  Trinity  College, 
<;3onn.,   are  among  the   announced  speak- 


treasures  and  chairman  of  the  pre^ss  com- 
niittee  for  Minnesota.  Three  delegates 
are  coming  from  Kansas.  Mrs.  Helen 
Pitkin  Scherz.  president  of  Louislna,  Is 
expected,  and  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Bradt,  statos 
president,   will   represent   Florida.       ^0 
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An  lntei'6StWg  concert  thia  week  la' 
'.  «et  for  Thursdaj--  evening  at  the  Hotel 
Plaza,  Manhattan,  the  proceeds  of  which 
•Will  be  given  to  the  International  Sun- 
Bhine  Society,  organized  for  the  care  of 
lolind  babies. 

The  work  to  be  rendered  is  a  cantata 
'by  Gaul,  which  presents  the  story  of 
Joan   of  Arc   in  music. 

The  cantata  will  be  sung  by  the 
Schubert  Chora,!  Society,  of  Brooklyn,  a 
chorus  of  100  voices  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Wilbur  A.  Luyster. 

The  oOloists  for  the  evening  will  be 
Mrs.  Flora  M.  Lyon,  soprano,  Joan  of 
Arc;  Wyckoff  Suydam,  tenor,  Philip, 
,Duke  of  Orleans;  Carl  Morris,  bass, 
Robert  de  Baudrlcourt,  Jean  de  Novel- 
onpont. 

The  proceeds  of  the  concert  will  be 
lor  the  benefit  of  the  blind  babies  and 
the  Sunsliine  Society,  which  has  estab- 
lished homes  for  the  care  of  the  little 
ones  at  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn,  and 
ISummit,  N,  J. 

A  reception  held  at  the  Plaza  from  7, 
to  8  will  precede  the  concert.  The  presi- 
dent general  of  the  Sunshine  Society, 
Mr.s;.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  will  wel-* 
com©  the  delegates  attending  the  recep- 
tioj*i,  the  musical  entertainment  being 
part  of  the  three  days'  programme  ar- 
ranged for  the  thirteenth  annuad  conven- 
tion of  the  society. 

Tlie  convention  headquarters,  will  be| 
•t  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  andi 
flThirty-third  street.  ! 

The  officers  are:  Mrs.  Cynthia  West-' 
over  Alden,  president-general;  Mrs.  Theo- 
dore F.  Seward,  first  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Mary  D.  Beattie,  secretary;  Mrs.  Edwini 
Knowlee,  treasurer;  Mr.  J.  R.  Pettis,  ac- 
countant; Mrs.  Agnes  Schull-Gramm,  as- 
elstant  to  the  treasurer;  Mrs.  Edith  A. 
M.  Casey,  assistant  to  the  secretary; 
iMrs.  Nellie  C.  E.  Furman,  director;  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Greenhut,  chairman  of  emergency 
committee.  -— 
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■Concert  Feature  of 
Sunshine  Convention 

<^^aiila{a/'Joan  of  Arc"  To  Be  Heard 

Thursday  Evening  in  (be 

Plaza  Hotel. 


An  I  interesting  concert  this  week  will 
take  place  on  Thursday  evening  in  the 
Hotel  Plaza,  CSIa^nhattan,  the  proceeds  of 
which  will  be  given  to  the  International 
Sunshine   Society',    organized  for   the  care 

of  ^:i]ijiiijjajjii6s. 

The  work  to  be  rendered  is  a  cantata  by 
A.  R.  Gaul,  which  presents  the  beautiful 
historical  story  pf  "Joan  of  Arc"  in  music. 
The  cantata  will  be  sung  by  the  Schubert 
Clioral  Society  of  Brooklyn,  a  chorus  of 
one  hundrpH  voir^p.  under  thp  direction  of 
Wilbur  A.  i/uys^r. 

Soloists  for  th-  evening  will  b^  Mrs, 
F'lora.  B.  Jjvon.  soprapo.  Joan  of  Arc: 
Wyckoff  .Suydam.  tenor,  Philip,  Duke  of 
Orleans;  Carl  Morris,  bass.  Robert  De 
Beaudricourt.  Jeau  De  Novelonpont, 

A.  reception  held  at  the  Plaza  from 
seven  to  eight  will  precede  the  con- 
cert. The  president  general  of  the 
SunsTiine  Society,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden.  viall  welcome  the  dele- 
gates attending  the  reception,  the  m.usi- 
cal  entertainment  ,  being  part  of  the 
three  days'  programme  arranged  for 
the  thirteenth  annual  convention  of  the 
society. 

The  convention  headquarters  will  be 
in  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadway  and 
Thirty-third  street.  OfflcerK  are: — Pres- 
ident General,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden;  First  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Theo- 
dora F.  Seward;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Mary 
D.  Beattie;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Edvin 
Knowl^s;  accountant,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Pettis; 
assistant  to  the  treasurer,  Mrs.  Agnes 
Schull-Gramm;  assistant  to  the  secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey;  director, 
Mrs.  Nellie  C.  E.  Furman;  chairman  of 
Emergency  Committee,  Mrs.  J.  ,B. 
Greenhut.  A 
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Sciiiil^'.-'rl   Choral   Society  to  riivc  a 
rcifonnance  to  Aid  Blind 

-h— • 


Br-ootCl^/w,    V\.M..    Ba-c:'^ 


^  . 


^(V\d^^     \i.   J^K 


For  the  benefit  of  the  Iiiternatlonal 
Sunshine  Society,  organized  for  the  care 
of  blind  babies,  a  concert  is  to  be  given 
on  TbuM||Bi««»*tejiing.  May  18.  at  the 
HotelTTaza,  Manhattan,  when  the  Schu- 
bert Choral  Society  of  Brooklyn,  with  a 
chorus  of  100  voices,  under  the  direction 
or  Wilbur  A.  Luyster,  is  to  sing  A.  R. 
Gaul's  cantata,  "Joan  of  Arc."  The  solo- 
ists are  to  be  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Lyon,  so- 
prano, as  Joan  of  .A.rc;  Wyckoff  Suyd-^m. 
tenor,  as  Philip.  Duke  of  Orleans;  Carl 
Morris,  bass,  as  Robert  de  Baudricourt. 
The  Sunshine  Society  has  established 
homes  for  the  care  of  the  little  ones  at 
Dyker  Heights  and  at  Summit,  N.  J.  The 
proceeds  of  the  concert  are  to  be  ap- 
plied to  this  work.  A  reception  at  tl 
hotel  is  to  precede  the  concert,  when  tl 
president  general  of  the  Sunshine  Society 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  will  wej 
come  the  delegates  in  attendance,  tl 
musical  entertainment  being  part  of 
three  days  programme  arranged  for  thj 
thirteenth  annual  convention  of  the  so| 
ciety.  Convention  headquarters  are  t<! 
be  at  the  Hotel  Martinique,  Broadwaj 
and  Thirty-third  street,  Manhattan.  Th< 
officers  are: 

President-general,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover' 
Alden;  first  vice  president.  Mrs.  Theodora  F. 
Seward;  secretary,  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie; 
treasurer.  Mrs.  Edwin  Knowies;  accountant, 
J.  R.  Pettis:  assistant  to  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Schull-Gramm;  assistant  to  the  secre- 
tary. Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey;  director,  Mrs. 
Xeilie  C.  E  Furman ;  chainran  of  emergencj 
comjnittee,    Mrs.    J.    B.    Greenhut. 
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f  CHILDREN  ACT  FOR  SUfili!^ 

Sightless   Performers  Also  Appeare 
at    Benefit   EntertainiTient. 

An     artistic     triumph     Avas     achieve 
last    evening-    by    the    children    takin 
part   in   the   Sunshine- Carnival,   held   i 
Good     Counsel     Hall,     Madison     stree 
near    Halph   avenue,   given   by   Mrs.   Ed 
ward     G.     Entwisle.     President     of     th 
branch,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Souther, 
l>ivision    of   the    International   Sunshin 
.Society,    including    the    Sunshine    Hom( 
for  Blind  Babies.    The  hall  was  crowde^ 
by  an  enthusiastic  audience,  which  up, 
preciated    the    clever    singing,    dancing 
and    mu.sical    numbers    given.      The    ew 
tire     programme      was     performed     bv 
children. 

Just  before  the  carnival  started.  Mrs 
Nellie  E.  C.  Furman  gave  a  sunshine 
talk  and  told  how  iri'  cl  good  the 
Society  was  doing,  pari  .cularly  with 
regard  to  helping  the  Home  for  Blind 
Babies. 

The  opening  number  on  the  pro- 
gramme was  a  funny  dance  given  by 
two  blind  children.  Then  followed  a 
veritable  carnival  of  color,  music  and 
song,  interluded  with  recitations.  The 
little  folk  looked  like  butterflies  in 
their  bright  colored  diegses. "  All 
showed  exceptional  talent  in  theii- 
\ariou.s   selections. 

Among  the  children  '.\lio  took  part 
were: 

Estelle  Brown.  Alice  l^ondon.  Anna 
Bacon.  Grace  Firth.  Ethel  Zwieg.  aXHI- 
dred  Lawrence,  Leona  Bernstein,  Leona 
Entwisle.  Paul  Schweizer,  Marguerite 
Roche,  Vii-ginia  •  Thoi-npson.,  Marjorie 
Brierly.  Lilian  Ehrlichs.  .Joyce  'i'aylor, 
Ethel  Niebrugge.  Dorothy  Kae  Spe- 
dick,  Ethel  Brown,  Grace  Connor. 
Bethel  Wilson.  Mirian  Conway.  Thelma 
Entvvisle.  Gertrude  Volk,  Florence 
Black.  Estelle  Nelkin,  Janice  Florence 
Perrett,  Jennie  T.  Fitchie.  Janice  Niner, 
May  Kennedy.  Baby  Anna  Bacon,  Ren- 
nie  Gettinger,  Florence  Blake,  Violet 
Spencer.  Edwin  Wilson.  Leone  New- 
ton. Adelaide  Nathan  and  Leone  Ku- 
twisle. 
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Children  Entertain  to 
Help  Blind  Babies 

Little  Folk  in  Songs  and  Dances  for 

Benefit  of  Emergency  Branch 
I  of  Sunshine  Society. 


'  Under  direction  of  their  president,  Mrs. 
pudward  G.  ICntwisle,  t'wenty-flve  young 
jmembers  of  the  emergency  branch  of  the 
j Sunshine  Society  gave  a  carnival  for  the 
jbenefit  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Honje  on  Fri- 
day evening  in  Good  Counsel  Hall,  Madi- 
son street  between  Ralph  and  Patchen 
^venues. 

Features  of  the  carnival  were  music,  cos- 
tume songs  and  fancy  dancing,  in  which 
the  children  excel.  Exceptionally  clever 
and  talented,  Jennie  Tymeson  Fitchie, 
daughter  of  Mrs.'  Ethel  T.  Fitchie  and  the 
late  Thomas  Fitcliie,  last  Supervisor  at 
Large  of  Brooklyn,  appeared  as  a  solo 
"dancer  and  also  played  the  violin.  Leona 
and  Thel.ma  Entwisle  danced  charmingly 
together.  They  took  the  parts  of.  toe 
i dancer  and  bearer  in  a  picturesque  "Cu- 
■pids'  -Ballet"  in  which  a  troupe  of  children 
went  through  the  figures  of  a  sylvan  carni- 
val dance. 

I  A  Colonial  dance  in  which  boy  and  girls 
[of  twelve  and  thirteen  in  old  time  costume 
:took  piart  was  another  fascinating  feature 
of  the  carnival.  Little  Ethel  Brown,  Mil- 
dred Lawrence,  Grace  Connor,  Leone  New- 
ton, Baby  Dorothy  Rae  Spedick,  Grace 
Firth,  Leona  Bernstein,  Estelle  Brown, 
tiny  Anna  Bacon  and  dainty  little  Mar- 
jorie  Brierly  had  special  parts  in  the 
choruses  and  also  gave  solo  songs  and 
dartces. 

'.  Other  specialties  were  violin  solos  by 
Paul  Schwizer,  a  piano  solo  by  Ethel 
Zwieg,  also  readings  by  A'iolet  Spencer. 

Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  president  of 
the  Southern  New  York  division  of  the 
Sunsihine  Society,  gave  an  addreiss  on 
"Sunshine  Work  for  the  Blind."  Rachel 
iand  Emma,  two  little  gir.ls  from  tihe  Hom€> 
^or  B'llnd  Babies,  joined  in  the  dancing. 


The  International  Sunshine  Society, 
ivith  offices  at  96  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
5fork,  learns  that  some  one  is  collecting 
money  in  different  cities  for  bjind  babies, 
and  asks  each  reader  to  announce  that 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch  for 
the  Blind,  under  which  society  the  blind 
babies  of  Dyker  Heights  are  maintained, 
is  not  sending  out  any  one  to  collect 
money  for  blind  babies,  neither  is  the 
International  Department  for  the  Blind. 
"We  never  have  sent  out  collectors 
from  door  to  door,"  an  official  says, 
"and  will  the  public  please  know  that> 
if  a  solicitor,  using  the  name  of  the  In-' 
ternational  Sunshine  Society,  cannot 
show  proper  credentials,  he  or  she  is 
then  using  the  name  without  authorityi 
We  have  been  troubled  in  New  York 
somewhat  by  these  collectors,  and  have 
notified  the  chief  of  police  of  these  same 
facts. -N.  Y.  Mail.  I* 


^unshiners  WW  Assume 
Care  of  Blind  Babies. 


MRS.  CYNTHIA  TREGEAR  of  the 
Dyker  Babies'  Home  in  Brooklyn, 
an  assistant  of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Ward  Alden, 
national  president  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  will  come  to  St.  Lrouis 
in  July  as  the  guest  of  Mrs.  F.  W.  Baum- 
hoft,   Missouri  president   of  the  organiza- 

•  tion.  Mrs.  Tregear  will  assist  in  the  work 
of  founding  a  memorial  Sunshine  for  blind 

\  babies,     where     the    little    ones    may    be 

J  taught  and  cared  for  before  they  are  old 
enough  to  enter  the  Missouri  School  for 
the  Blind.   Mrs.    Cynthia   Westover  Ald>sn 

[was  the  founder  of  the  International  Si/n- 
shine  Society  and  is  still  at  the  head  of 
the  organization.  ]Mrs.  Baumhoff,  being 
state  president  for  Missouri,  has  resigned 
from  the  Old  Folks'  Sunshine  Home  and 
oUaer  St.  Louis  memorials. 


July     IQ.>    n  II. 

OUR.  SUNSHINB 
CORNER. 

Progress  of  Fresh  Air  Work. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  president 
of  the  Southern  Division,  New  York 
State  Fresh  Air  r>epartment,  toC«<: 
Kitty  Ciarl^,  the  blind  g-irl,  and  a 
Brooldyn  b^'i^dwo-man  to  the  Arthur 
'Sunshine  HomS^t  Summit,  N.  J.,  for 
their  vacations. 

Kitty  has  been  a  guest  at  our  Fresh 
Air  Home  for  the  past  few  seasons, 
and  had  such  a  g-ood  time  and  was 
so  much  benefited  by  her  visit  to  Sum- 
mit last  year  that  she  is  delighted  to 
he  invited  for  this  season.  She  is  a 
bright  girl  and  a  student  at  the  New- 
York   School  fo.r  the  Blind. 

The  Brooklyn  woman  becomes  •  our 
guest  through  the  introduction  of  one 
of  Brooklyn's  largest  and  most  in- 
lluential  churches.  She  has  scarcely 
i^cen  out  of  the  shado-w  of  her  little 
home  here  in  the  city  since  losing  her 
sight,  and  the  prospect  of  getting 
away  for  two  weeks  on  a  real  vacation 
in  the  country  has  filled  her  mind  with 
such  delightful  anticipation  that  she 
has  found  it  difficult  to  wait  for  the 
appointed  time  of  departure. 

^Ve  hope  to  keep  Kitty  at  the  Arthur 
Home  for  several  weeks.  Brooklyn 
Branch  No.  5  hap  sent  in  the  money  to 
pay  her  board  for  the  first  two  weeks. 
Our  Fresh  Air  Department  is  attend- 
ing to  railroad  fares,  transportation, 
etc.,  and  providing  chaperons.  If  we 
can  only  raise  $4.20  a  week,  we  will 
keep  Kitty  just  as  long  as  provision 
is  made  for  her  board. 

If  you  want  to.  do  something  to  help, 
send  a  mite  toward  Kitty's  board,  and- 
help  to  give  this  blind  girl  the  rest  and 
recreation  that  mean  so  much  to  her 
mentally  as  well  as  physically. 

When  the  Brooklyn  woman  has  had 
her  two  weeks  in  the  country,  another 
Brooklj-n  blind  woman  will  be  sent  to 
fill  her  place.  Board  for  the  first 
week  fo-r  this  woman  has  been  sent  in 
by  friends  interested  In  her,  but  no 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  second 
week.  Who  will  help  raise  the  neces- 
sary $6  for  her  to  have  two  full  weeks 
in   the  country? 

The  second  outing  for  the  blind  i 
babies  will  take  place  tomorrow  at 
Luna  Park,  Coney  Island.  Miss  Annaj 
Louise   McParland,   vice-president,   has 


'made  all  arrangements  for  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  party  as  well  as  for  their 
comfort.  She  will  take  twenty  chil- 
dren and  several  working  women  to 
the  seashore  in  the  morning  and  give 
them  an  outing  on  tile  beach  and  a 
picnic  luncheon.  In  the  afternoon  she 
Mill  join  with  the  blind  babies'  party 
and  give  the  sighted  children  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit   to  Luna  Park. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  Lawrence,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  or 
the  International  Sunshine  Branch  for 

I  the  Blind,  has  furnished  a  room  in 
Forman  Hall  at  Starley  Sunshine 
Lodge,  which  is  to  be  knovv^n  as  the 
Lav/rence  room.  It  is  on  the  third 
fioor  looking  out  upon  the  rolling  hills 
and  is  beautifully  furnished  with  pink 

i  and  green  as  the  prevailing  colors. 
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TO  HOLD  BENEFIT  FOR 
V- BLIND  BABIES'  FUND 


A  l>*neat  to  raise  money  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Sunshine  Emergency 
Fund,  preparatory  to  establishing  the 
contemplated  Blind  Babies'  Home,  nur- 
sery, hospital  and  kindergarten,  will  be 
held  at  Suburban  Garden  Monday  even- 
ing,  July   31. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Tregear,  kindeigartner 
and  superintendent  of  the  Brooklyn 
Sunshine  Blind  Babies'  Home,  who 
started  the  work  in  the  East,  will  visit 
St.  LfOuIs  In  the  near  future  to  tell  of 
its  care  and  conduct.  The  study  an* 
care  of  the  blind  children  will  hence- 
forth be  the  principal  work  of  the  Mis- 
souri Division,  International  Sunshine 
Society.  Mrs.  George  W.  Baumhoff  re- 
cently made  a  trip  East  to  investigate 
!the  work. 

The  following  State  Sunshine  organ- 
izers have  been  appointed,  so  far,  to  or- 
ganize branches  in  every  county  of  the 
State  and  encourage  help  for  the  Sun- 
shine memorials  already  established 
and  the  contemplated  Blind  Babies' 
Home:  Mrs.  Jeanette  Blaser  and  Mrs. 
S,  A.  Gibson  of  Kansas  City;  Mrs.  James 
Mansfield  of  Monett;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Faust  of 
Carthage:  Mrs.  Minnie  Moon  of  Spring- 
lield;  Mrs.  Clara  Amack  of  Edins;  Mrs. 
R.  P.  Wier  of  Shrewsbury  Park.  Three 
new  branches  have  been  added  since 
June  15.  ■' 
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VAUDEVILLE  ENTERTAINMENT 
TO  HELP  BLJJiJXBABIES 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  Inter- 
ests Society  in  the  Young 
V\/ards. 


MR5.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN 


Performance  at  Brighton  Beach  Music 
.  AWall  for  Benefit  of  Sun- 
shine Society. 


A  big  benefit  iperformanoe  Is  to  be  g^iveuj 
for  the  blind  babies  tinder  the  care  of  thei 
International  Sunshine  Society,  aT  the 
Brig*htoa  Beach  Music  Hall  on  Monday  af- 
ternoon, July  31.  The  programme  at  t'he, 
nr»usic  hall  that  week  will  be  one  of  th^ 
•best  of  the  season,  and  the  entire  receipts? 
are  to  bo  donated  to  the  babies.  '' 

yjira.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  is  presi-l 
dent  general  or  the  International  Sunshlno 
Society,  with  offices  at  No.  1)6  Filth  ave- 
nije,  Manhattan,  and,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  other  officers  and  members,  she  will 
ei'deavor  to  interest  the  public  In  this  most' 
worthy  charity. 


j  ^TickftLs  W'ill  be  sold  by  '.he,  mermbers  at 
|thv3  society's  pffices  and  at  tli©  music  hall. 
The  capacity  of  the  hig  seaside  ilieatr^ 
Bijould  be  taxed  to  its  tapaciiy  igr  this 
behefit,  and  Manager  Charles  S.  Breed 
proposes  to  make  the  performance  a  m.2;nj 
orable  one.  ^^iF 
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j    The  International  Sunshine  Society  gave 
la   lawn   party    at   its    hospital    and    sani- 
tarium,   Cropsey    and    Twenty-third    ave- 
lues,    yesterday    afternoon.       The    affair 
)egan  with  a  reception  on  the  lawn  at  3 
'clock,    with    the    following    women    on 
he  receiving   committee:       Mrs.    Cynthia 
Vestover   Alden,    Mrs.   Theodore   F.    Sow- 
rd,    Mrs.    Mary    D.    Beattie,    Mrs.    Edwin 
[nowles,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.   C.  Furman,   Mrs. 
gnes    Schull-Gramm,    Mrs.    Edith    A.    M. 
asey,  Miss  Anna  Welsh,  Mrs.  Daniel  Ed- 
ard   Ford,    Mrs.   E.    C.    Burgess,    Mrs.    J. 
Lamadrid,   Mrs.   Eleanor  Schofield   Mc- 
ityre  and  Mrs.  John  William  Tumbridge. 
Following    this    there    was    a    musical 
ogramme    furnished    by    the    following 
tists:     Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Mersen  and 
iss   Elsie  Mersen.     ISIr.   Mersen,   a  bari- 
ne,  is  soloist  at  the  Church  of  Our  Lady 
Lourdes,  and  Miss  Mersen  comes  from 
ashville,  Tenn. 

Mrs.  Sutfin,  during  the  afternoon,  made 
short  address  on  her  work  in  England, 
r   she   is   international  organizer   there. 
he  said  that  she  had  recently  organized 
branch    of    the    International    Sunshine 
ociety    in    one    of    the    largest    drygoods 
tores  in  London,  where  all  the  boys  and 
en    begin    the    day's    work    by    tieing    a 
knot  in  their  handkerchiefs  or  their  neck- 
ties,   which   cannot   be    untied   until    they 
have  done  some  kind  deed   to  make  some- 
body's   life    brighter    and    happier.       She 
went  on   to     tell   of   some     of   the     other 
branches    which    she    had     organized     in 
England,    and   said    that    Queen    Mary,    as 
well  as  other  members   of  the  royal  fam- 
ily and  members  of  the  nobility  were  in- 
terested   in    the    work.       One  "branch    had 
been  started  in  Beirut.  Syria. 

"Regular  meetings,"  said  Mrs.  Sutfin, 
"are  held  by  all  the  branches  In  J^ng- 
land.  and  the  organ{;',<vl  work  is  making. 
Sunshine  there  as  strong,  if  not  stronger, 
than  the  work  of  (he  charities.  a  tea 
p^'ty  and  entertainment  in  May  cele- 
brated the  burning  of  the  mortgage  or 
one  of  the  homes  there,  the  .\rthur  Home 
V/e    could   (liot    attend    ^'our    f:eJHb/^j.;pu 


lere.  so  wo  had  a  little  one'''WWffnj^rP 
.It  the  same  hour  as  ymirs  was  h<'hl.  fo; 
vve  ^-X!joiccd  th:it  tUe  babies'  boiue  wai 
'Irnrpd   of  debt." 

Tbp   tea  party  was  closed  by  the  st 
iug  of  refreyhuieuts  on  the  law; 


wa:: 


It  Is  expected  that  the  appeal  for  aid 
on  behalf  of  the  Blind  Babies  Home,  in 
the  way  of  patronage  of  the  benefit  per- 
formance to  be  given  at  the  Brighton 
Beach  Music  Hall  on  Monday  afternoon, 
will  meet  with  a  generous  response.  The 
advance  sale 'of  seats  is  large,  and,  as 
several  checks  and  contributions  of  a 
substantial  nature  have  been  received. 
It  Is  certain  that  a  goodly  sum  will 
be  secured  for  the  benefit  of  the  unfor- 
tunate little  ones  cared  for  by  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  of  whlclr 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  is  presi- 
dent general. 

Manager  Charles  S.  Breed  of  the  music 
hall    announces   a   fine    bill  of   high-class 
vaudeville  features.     Those  v/ho  will  con- 
tribute to  the  programme  include  George 
Evans,  owner  of  the  famous  "Honey  Boy" 
minstrels,  who  will  give  a  funny  skit  and 
sing.       Consul,    the     wonderfully    trained 
monkey,   who   is   described  as   tlie    "link" 
between    man     and    the    lower    animals. 
Consul's    weekly    salary   is    $1,700   and    he 
Is    Insured   for   $50,000;    Miss   Lilian   Her- 
lein,  prima  donna  soprano;  a  company  of 
talented  players,  who  will  give  "The  Man 
Hunters,"    a   dramatic    episode    of    Cana- 
dian life;   Scott,  Keane  and  Company,  in 
ft    clever     comedy     sketch;     the   Howard 
Brothers,  the  juggling  banjoists  and  mu' 
sicians;.  the   Three    Dooleys,    comedy   an< 
trick   bicyclists;    Kramer   and  Ross,   in   j 
singing   and    dancing   specialty,   and    Pro 
fessor  Louis  Reinhard  and  his  "Renownei 
Rhythmists,"  an  orchestra  of  fifteen  in 
strumental  soloists. 

Mrs.  Alden  will  have  a  number  of  he 
blind  proteges  at  the  entertainment  aH 
the  "blind  babies'  orchestra''  -will  pla:| 
to  show  the  results  of  their  instructloj 
for  a  majority  of  the  little  ones  are  th 
children  of  the  very  poor  and  were  er 
tirely  without  training  when  taken  Ini 
the  homes  of  the  society  at  DykJ 
Heights,  Brooklyn,  and  Summit,  N.  J. 
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Bhnd  Babies  to  Get 

Me  Entire  Receipts 

of  a  Matinee  at 

the  Old  Brighton 

At  the  matinee  performance  at  tK- 
Brighton  Beach  Music  Hall  to-morrov 
all  of  tihe  receipts  will  be  turned  over  tc 
Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home  for  B'lin(^ 
Babies,    .and    it    is    expected    the    play^ 


ibouse  will  be  crowded  on  this  occasion. 
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After  the  intermisfl 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president- 
general  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  Avhose  wards  were  the  benefi- 
ciaries, came  upon  the  stage  with  a 
number  of  the  blind,  little  ones,  who 
sang,  played  in  a  little  "orchestra"  of 
their  own  and  recited,  there  were  few 
dry  eyes  among  all  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  .music  hail. 

In  the  rear  of  the  big  hall  stood  a 
big,  stalw^art  man.  who  showed  a  sus- 
picious moisture  of  the  eyes.  He  wiped 
ihem  with  his  handkerchief  and  ex- 
claimed: 

"It's  a  poor  commentary  on  the  gcn- 
ercsity  of  the  millions  of  people  of 
Greater  New  York  that  this  benefit 
wasn't  the  biggest  affair  that  has 
been  pulled  off  in  years.  It  seems  to 
me  that,  had  the  public  packed  the 
auditorium  to  its  capacity,  and  then 
some,  it  would  have  been  but  a  small 
I  affair  considering  the  worthiness  of 
the  charity.  Instead  of  a  half  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  should  have  netted 
ten  times  that  amount." 

Nevertheless  the  good  women  of 
the  Sunshine  Society  at'tested  their 
gratitude  for  the  aid  given  to  the 
blind  babies  of  the  homes  at  Dyker 
Heights  and  Summit.  N.  J.  Mrs. 
Alden's  speech  of  thanks  aroused  a 
feeling  among  those  who  had  already 
paid  an  admission  fee,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  send  the  little  ones  through 
the  auditorium,  the  result  being  that 
nearly  a  hundred  dollars  extra  were 
collected. 

One  of  the  notable  features  of  the 
benefit  was  the  appearance  of  "Baby 
Ethel,"  a  flve-year-old  professional 
artist,  who  is  the  granddaughter  of 
Mrs.  N.  De  Bean,  of  2156  Fulton 
street.  Mrs.  De  Bean  wanted  to  do 
something  for  the  babies,  and  having 
no  money  to  offer  contributed  the 
services  of  her  orphan  grandchild, 
who  proved  to  be  a  most  wonderful 
artist,  and  her  songs  and  dances 
made  one  of  the  biggest  hits  on  the 
programme. 

A  very  graceful  act  was  that  of 
Miss  IrfiJlian  Russell,  who  came  over 
from  the  New  Brighton  Theatre  and 
handed  a  $20  bill  to  Manager  Breed 
as  her  contribution  to-  the  blind 
:  babies. 
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5orge     C'Honey     Boy")     Evans     at 

Brighton  Beach  Music  Hall. 
Manager  Charles  S.  Breed  of  the 
BrighftM^  Beach  Music  Hall  will  inaugu- 
rate tM  week  of  vaudeville  with  a  bene- 
fit in  a^d  of  the  Bliai'Pubies  Home,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  Every  dollar  of  the 
receipts  for  the  Monday  matinee  will  be 
donated  to  this  charity,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  benefit  will  be  a  rousing 
one.  Tickets  are  on  sale  at  the  music 
hall,  the  Brighton  Beach  Hotel  th^-^ 
Hardman  piano  sto?€,  524  Fulton  street; 
A.  &  S.'s,  Price  &  Rosenbaum's  and  the 
offices  of  the  society,  96  Fifth  avenue, 
Manhattan. 

Many  features  are  announced  for  the 
v/eek.  Heading  the  programme  will  be 
George  Evans,  the  "Honey  Boy"  min- 
strel comedian,  who  will  play  his  only 
vaudeville  engagement  of  the  summer 
here,  as  he  starts  with  his  minstrel  com- 
pany on  tour  August  7.  Evans  has  a 
new  monologue  and  a  budget  of  new 
songs.  "Consul,  the  Great,"  the  "man- 
monkey,"  will  be  a  feature.  Consul  does 
almost  anything  that  a  human  being  can 
do  except  talk.  He  enters  a  restaurant, 
deftly  throws  his  hat  and  coat  upon  a 
rack,  sits  at  a  table,  orders  a  lunch,  eats 
It.  using  knife,  fork  and  napkin;  lights 
and  smokes  a  cigarette,  fees  the  waif-r 
and  departs.  Later  he  returns,  unlocks 
and  locks  the  door,  performs  clever  feats 
on  a  bicycle  and  then,  being  tired,  gets 
ready  for  bed.  After  he  retires  he  in- 
dulges In  a  lively  pillowfight  with  his 
trainer.  Other  offerings  will  include  Miss 
Lilian  Herlein,  the  American  prima 
donna,  late  star  of  "The  Rose  of  Al- 
geria"; "The  Man-Hunters,"  a  dramatic 
playlet  of  Canadian  life;  Scott,  Keane 
and  company,  in  a  comedy  sketch-  the 
Howard  Brothers,  banjo  jugglers 
musicians;  the  Three  Dooleys,  comed] 
and  trick  bicyclists,  and  Kramer 
Ross,  singing  and  dancing  comedians. 
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i^iGHTox  Beach  Music  Hall.  —  CharlW 
?.^iPre»d,  manager  of  the  Brighton  Bfeach 
Vlu«i<i  Hall,  will  start  another  week  of 
rt'llllant  vaudeville  with  a  big  benefit  In 
«i^  of  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  under  the 
•.ifepices  of  the  Interna-tional  Sunshine  So- 
tfety.  Every  dollar  of  the  receipts  for  the 
ira'uday  matinee  will  be  donated  to  this 
Jh^rity,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  benefit 
vtil  be  a  rousing  one. 

Heading  the  programme  will  bo  George 
■•]yajijs.  the  "Honey  Boy'  min^strer  corne- 
lian,' who  will  play  his  only  vaudeville  en-- 
fagemeni  of  the  summer  here,  as  he  starts 
;\flh  his  big  minstrel  company  on  a  tour! 
A-iigusf  7.  Evans  has  a  new  monologue; 
ii^iV  a  budget  of  new  songs.  .       ' 

''Consul  the  Grea^t,"  tlie  wonderful  "man 
♦ndijkey,"  will  be  a  feature  that  will  de-i 
ighi  old  and  young.  Consul  does  almost 
invthing  that  a  human  being  can  do  ex- 
^ej)fe'ta]k.  He  enters  a  restaui'ant,  deftly 
•.hpqws,  his  hat  and  coat  on  a  rack,  sits  at 
I  la^le,  orders  a  lunch,  eats  it,  using  knife, 
fork  and  napltin;  lights  and  .smokes  a  cig- 
>rftte..  fees  the  waiter  and  departs.  I.>.ater 
le.retuins,  unlocks  and  locks  the  door, 
j^i'fprms  feats  on  a  bicycle  and  then  getsi 
VacL-y  for  bed.  After  he  retires  he  indulges! 
IL  a  lively  pillow  fight  with  his  trainer.     \ 

piher  interesting  offerings  will  include! 
Vli'ss- Lilian  HerleiTi,  late  star  of  "The 
fiVse^  of  Algeria."  who  is  said  to  be  one 
)£  .the  sweetest  singers  on  the  vaudeville 
st^§"e;  "The  Man  Hunters,"  a  dramatic 
?fe.y.lftt"of  Canadian  life,  with  a  cast  ofj 
'alented  artists:  Scott,  Keane  aj}'6  com-; 
■>apv  in  a  comedy  sketch;  the  Howardi 
Rjotheis,  banjo  jugglers  and  musicians; 
'he  :,_Three  Dooleys.  comedy  and  trickj 
ifcyDlists,  and  Kramer  and  Ross,  singingj 
vnd  dancing  comedians.  Professor  Louis 
IleAnUard  and  his  "Renowned  Rythmists 
ind  t)rchestra  of  fifteen  solo  instrumen 
taiists, .  will  give  a  programme  of  mus 
aefor«  each  performance  begins  and  du 
!ng„the  intermissions. 
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BbWUBflBIES  BENEFIT 

Fair  Sum  Realized  by  Perform- 

ance  at  Brighton  Beach 

Music   Hall. 


The  entire  receipts  of  the  matinee  at 
the  Brighton  Beach  Music  Hall  yesterday 
afternoon  were  given  to  the  Blind  Babies 
Homes  of  the  International  Sunshine  So- 
ciety. Even  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
candy  and  refreshments  were  included. 
There  was  a  fair-sized  audience  present 
to  enjoy  the  excellent  bill.  One  number 
was  made  up  by  the  blind  babies  from 
the  Arthur  Home  at  Summit,  N.  J.,  who 
sang,  played  and  recited.  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  president  of  the  society, 


Baby  Ethel. 


and  other  officers  of  the  organization  were 
on  the  stage,  dressed  as  nurses. 

During  the  intermission  the  children 
wandered  among  the  audience  to  be  in- 
spected and  sell  postal  cards;  $118.99  was 
gathered   that   way. 

Governor  Dix  has  recently  vetoed  the 
Merritt  bill,  which  gave  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation the  right  to  commit  blind  children 
to  the  Sunshine  Home  at  Dyker  Heights. 
When  asked  for  her  opinion  of  that 
action,  Mrs.  Alden  replied,  "He  couldn't 
have   known   what   he  was  doing," 


One  of  the  notable  features  of  the 
benefit  was  the  appearance  of  Baby 
Ethel,  a  five-year-old  professional  ar- 
tist, who  is  the  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
X.  DeBean  of  2156  Fulton  street.  Mrs. 
DeBean  wanted  to  do  something  for  the 
babies,  and,  having  no  money  to  offer, 
contributed  the  services  of  her  orphan 
grandchild,  who  proved  to  be  a  most 
pleasing  artist  and  her  songs  and  dances, 
made  one  of  the  biggest  hits  on  the  pro-, 
gramme. 

A  very  graceful  act  was  that  of  Miss 
Lillian  Russell,  who  came  over  from  the 
New  Brighton  Theater  and  handed  a 
twenty-dollar  bill  to  Manager  Breed  as 
her  contribution  to  the  blind  babies. 
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PASSED  THE  HAT 


ence   at   Brighton   Benefit 
Moved  by  Appeal  For 
Assistance. 


THE  LITTLE  ONES  PERFORM. 


Lillian   Russell   Brings  Over  a 
Twenty-Dollar  Bill. 


It  was  not  a  largre  audience  that 
went  down  to  the  Brighton  Beach  Mu- 
sic Hall  yesterday  afternoon  to  help 
the  blind  babies,  for  whose  benefit  the 
matinee  was  grlven,  but  it  was  such 
an  appreciative  one  that,  but  for  the 
regret  that  the  receipts  were  not 
double,  one  might  have  overlooked  the 
fact  that  the  crowd  was  not  a  big  one. 
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BLIND    GIRL   TEACHES 
THE    BLIND 

A  band  of  young  schoolgirls  in  Rich- 
mond Hill,  L.  I.,  Just  held  a  fair  and 
raised  $20  for  Rachel  Askenas— one  of  the 
little  blind  gir's  first  taken  in  at  Dyker 
'Iielghte''~BHfuL-Bables  Home,  Brooklyn. 
JVom  this  home  she  graduated  to  the 
Kew  York  City  institution  for  the  blind, 
but  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
still  looks  after  her  and  her  needs.  Little 
Rachel  has  a  private  bank  account,  and 
tliis  money  will  be  spent  in  buying  such 
necessary  articles  which  cannot  well  be 
provided  without  purcliGi  ing,  ijuch  as 
shoes,   for  example. 


Rachel  Askenas,  the  Little  Blind  Girl  Pictured   Above,   Acts   as  Assistant 
Teacher  for  Little  Blind  Children  3  and  4  Years  Old. 
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CliOTIIlAi   3IADF     FOR     INMATES 
,^„*    K^f    THE    HO^IE    FOR 
|A3    I  BLIND   BABIES. 

Mrs.  J%  Emerson  Harris,  president 
of  the  Beatrice  Mansfield  Sunshine 
society,  entertained  members  of  the 
society  at  her  home  Tuesday  from  2 
to  5  o'clock.  ]\[ost  of  the  time  was 
;spent  in  making  infants'  night  robes 
and  a  set  of  twenty  were  finished; 
crib  quilis  and  nurses'  aprons  will  be 
made  in  equal  numbers  and  anyone 
interested  in  working'  for  the  blind 
babies  are  cordially  invited  to  attend 
these  sewing-  bees  whether  meinbers 
of  the  society  or  not. 
'  A  social  half  hour  with  refresh- 
Iments  Vv'as  enjoyed  and  an  invitation 
Iwas  accepted  to  meet  with  Mrs.  Belle 
jTracy  on  Coit  street. 
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News  and  Views  of  Brooklyn  Women 

By  MRS.  ELIZABETH  REID 

lany  Brooklyn  Women,  Leaders  in  Various  Important  Activities,  Have  Kindly 
Consented  to  Express  to  tlie  Readers  of  tlie  Times  Tlicir 
Interesting  Views  on  Current  Topics. 

Mrs.  Cynthian  Westover  Alden, 
President-General  International  Sun- 
shine Society. 
"It  is  very  unfortunate  for  a  blind  baby 
not    to    be   born   a   pauper,    because,    ac- 
cording   to    the    law    at    present,    if   the 


TOther  and  niulher  of  a  blinrl  baby  can 
pay  for  its  care,  It  cannot  b^iiifffffilt- 
ted  to  the  Internationa^-  Sunshine  So- 
ciety's Nursery  and  Home  fo  r  Blind 
Babies  at   Dyker  Heights,   Brooklyn.^**' 

So  said   Mrs.   Cynthia  Wcstover  Alden, 
tat'  f!"  • " 

President  General  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Societj-,  the  other  day.  She  de- 
clares that  blind  babies  need  special 
training  and  c«re  from  the  time  they  are 
blinded  because  they  cannot  'develop 
normally  without  it.  If  children  are 
born  blind,  and  left  without  special  care 
until    s'    ^-—    old    (which    is   the   earliest 


MRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVEB  AiDEX. 
V 

age  at  which  they  can  be  put  in  a  pub- 
lic school),  in  almost  every  case  they 
become  Idiots. 

"The  Brooklyn  blind  babies  whose  par- 
ents could  not  support  them  went  into 
the  department  of  the  feeble-minded 
until  our  society  established  the  home  at 
Dyker  Heights,"  Mrs.  Alden  continued, 
'"I  believe  our  home  is  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  the  world.  The  law  now  d'rects 
that  all  dependent  blind  babies  shall  be 
sent  to  us,  and  the  Board  of  Education 
has  provided  us  with  one  of  its  best 
kindergarten    teachers." 


This  home  accbmmodates  twenty-five 
babies,  and  it  is  full  at  present.  There 
are  a  few  paid  children,  as  there  is  no 
other    place    where    they    can    be    sent. 

The  public  schools  have  lately  been 
opened  to  classes  for  the  blind,  but  this 
only  came  after  the  great  agitation  made 
by  Mrs.  Alden  and  her  friends  in  behalf 
of  the  young-  blind.  These  efforts  have 
resulted  in  arousing  much  interest  in  the 
subject  throughout  the  country. 

Mrs.  *-lden  has  had  a  varied  and  in- 
teresting career.  She  was  born  in  Afton, 
la.,  and,  losing  her  mother  when  only  4 
years  of  age,  was  brought  up  by  her 
rather,  a  mineralogist  of  note.  He  took 
her  to  Colorado,  and  there  she  lived  till 
she  was  13  years  of  age,  a  happy,  wild 
life,  about  which  she  later  wrote  a  book 
called  "Bushy;  or.  Child  Life  In  the  Far 
West,"  She  rode  a  hor^e  like  an  Indian, 
carried  a  Colt  revolver  in  her  belt,  was 
expert  with  the  lasso,  and  with  the  In- 
dian bow  and  arrow. 

Mrs.  Alden  attended  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Colorado,  graduating  in  its  first 
class.  She  also  took  a  course  in  the 
Denver  Business  College,  taught  school 
for  a  while,  and  then,  in  1882,  longing 
for  a  wider  field,  she  came  to  New  York. 

At  first  she  studied  music,  then  took 
up  languages,  and  soon  mastered  Span- 
ish, Italian,  German  and  French.  In  1881 
she  became  a  customs  inspectress,  an^ 
soon  was  acting  as  a  customs  inter- 
preter on  Spanish,  Italian,  German  anc 
French.  In  1*87  she  became  a  cus- 
toms inspectress,  and  soon  was  acting 
as  a  customs  interpreter  on  Spanish 
V'l'  •n  Ir-rnvTn  npr)  Fr:-'n'-h  .-:>;:  sri:^  ;-;!'<' 
She  gave  u  pthis  position  to  accept  the 
place  of  Secretary  to  Street  Cleaning 
Commissioner  of  New  York  City  In  1890. 

Mrs.  Alden's  active  mind  and  deter-, 
mination  to  improve  conditions  was 
shown  conspicuously  in  the  Street  Clean- 
ing Department.  One  day  she  watched 
a  street  cleaner  sweep  up  the  same  pile 
of  dirt  five  times  because  each  time 
the  pile  was  complete  the  wind' blew  it 
away.  This  seemed  a  wicked  waste  of 
time,  and  she  went  into  the  stable  where 
the  street  cleaning  apparatus  was  kept, 
and  with  her  own  hands  built  a  device 
for  holding  the  small  piles  ofdirt  until 
the  large  carts  collected  them.  It  was 
a  bag  held  by  a  hoop,  and  hung  on  a 
frame  between  two  wheels.  This  has 
been  changed  a  little,  and  is  now  used 
everywhere  as  a  regular  part  of  the 
street  cleaning  machinery.  Mrs.  Alden 
could  not  get  a  patent  on  it  because  she 
was   receiving  a    salary   from  the   city. 


r^snrfle  If  I  tiaa  oeen  a  irooa  poii- 

lan'I   might  have   made   some   money 

)m  It,"  she  said. 

She  also  invented  the  cart  with  a  mov- 

Jle  body,  which  makes  unnecessary  the 
"hill/ horse"  when  dumping  dirt  at  the 
water's  edge  in  certain  localities.  "At 
least  two  horses  a  week  had  to  be 
killed,"  she  said,  'Tjecause  of  beinff  rup- 
turei^  by  puHing  the  dirt  up  the  incline 
to  the  berets.  I  wanted  to  save  the 
horses,  so  thought  of  the  movable  body 
for  the  cart  and  the  derrick  to  lift  it. 
The  horses  were  saved,  the  devise  Is  used 
everywhere  now,  but  I  received  no  money j 
whatever    for    it."  ] 

Mrs.  Alden  has  received  the  degree  of 
master  of  literature  from  Alfred  Uni- 
versity, and  was  a  pioneer  among  women 
Journalists.  She  was  editor  of  the  wom- 
an's page  in  the  New  York  Recorder  in 
1S95.  and  she  has  also  served  In  an  edi- 
torial capacity  a  number  of  the  leading 
newspapers  and  magazines.  She  is  still 
connected  with  the  readies'  Home  Jour- 
nal.    She   has  published   three   books. 

But  it  is  as  the  Sunshine  lady  that 
Mrs.  Alden  is  best  known,  and  the 
starting  of  the  Sunshine  Society  in  1896 
Is  easily  the  greatest  and  most  beneficent 
of  her  life.  The  org-anization  has  spread 
all  over  this  country  and  also  to  Great 
Britain.  To  be  a  rtiember  one  has  only 
to  promise  to  do  one  kind  act  a  year. 
Because  of  it  at  least  200,000  kind  acts 
are  performed  each  year,  for  there  are 
that   many  members. 

In  looking  back  over  her  life'  Mrs. 
Alden  says  that  she  is  more  proud  of 
having  inaugurated  the  movement  to 
help  the  blind  babies  than  of  anything 
else. 
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Speak     Before     Annual 
Meeting     of     Maryland 
Sunshine  Society. 


SOCIETY  GIVES  BENEFIT  . 
FOR  THE  BLIND  BABIES 


Interesting   Meeting  Held   By 
Organization  at  How- 
ard Park.  ' 


I 


A  visit  from  the  presiicleut  geu«»ral  of 
the  luteniuiio":!!  ^' ;;i-""!iiie  Soi-iety,  Jlrs. 
Cywliif    V  vk-   York, 

is    tbf^    iin,  •    annual 

meeting  of  tbe  Maryland  tlivision  of  the 
society,  which  will  be  held  at  2:30 
o'clock  P.  M.  Saturday,  November  2o. 
at  the  Churdh  of  the  Prince  of  Peace 
Walbrook  avenue  and  Tenth  street.  AlJ 
of  the  Maryland  branches  arc  to  be  pres- 
ent to  make  their  reports  in  'the  hearing' 
of  the  distingaished  president  general. 
They  ^nll  bo  immediately  followed  by  an 
address  by  Mrs.  Alden. 

Mrs.  Alden  Is  known  as  a  woman  of 
great  ability  in  literary  work.  She  i>i 
now  devoting  her  time  and  much  of  her 
substance  to  the  great  idea  of  educating; 
blind  children  and  babies.  She  called 
the  attention  of  tbe  country  to  thef  great 
need  of  caring  for  these  afflicted  ones  in 
a  scieutific  and  sensible  way  in  ordc- 
that  they  may  develop  the  other  facul- 
ties, sometimes  so  mxich  stronger  in  thcni 
than  the  unafflicted,  instead  of  being  al 
lowed  to  grow  up  apparently  idiots  and 
diffv^reut  from  other  human  beiixgs  merel.v 
through  the  overshadowing  by  one  in- 
firmity of  the  whole  being.  She  has 
proved  the  great  good  such  an  institution 
can  accomplish  in  the  Arthur  P^pie  for 
"'••^jUfl^tili 'n  lYr"  Jer-sey  Jtm  l^mfiev 
insfWitlons  of  Xew  York.  The  picture 
accompanying  the  one  of  tliis  wonderful 
woman   is   of    little    Rachel,    a   little   girl 
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i/lovement  Started  by  Mrs.  Cyii- 

thFa    'Westover    Alden    'Has 

Lifted    SigMless    Children 

Out  af  Idiot  Classification, 


A  clever  and  conscientious  teacher  of 
dancing  was  called  to  a  new  Institution 
about  five  years  aso  to  instruct  a  class 
of  small  children.  When  she  faced  them 
ready  to  give  her  lesson  she  was  sliocked 
to   discover    that  all   were   blind. 

Surprised  that  she  should  be  expected 
to  teach  so  difficult  an  art  as  dancing 
to  a  class  of  children  who  could  not 
see  her  Instructions,  the  teacher  turned 
around  to  leave  the  place,  but  was  de- 
tained by  the  woman  who  had  engaged 
hor. 

"Am  I  not  paying  you  to  teach?" 

"Yes." 

"Then  go  on  and  teach.  Do  your 
part." 

The  teacher  did  her  part  and  came 
again  and  gave  more  lessons.  It  did 
not  take  her  long  to  becoma  so  in- 
tensely interested  in  this  cla'Ss  that  she 
was  of  her  own  free  will  working  over- 
time to  help  it.  The  blind  chiddren  were 
so  bright,  -so  responsive  and  enjoy'ed 
dancing   so  miuc^i. 

All  this  happeflied  among  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine(r3.  and  the  woman  who 
conceived  the  idea  of  teaching  dancing 
to  the  little  blihd  children  was  the  Pres- 
ident-General of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westov^r 
Alden  of  BrookHyn. 

Most  of  Mrs.  Alden's  kilnd  friends  to 
whom  she  coaimunicated  the  idea  of 
teaching  dancijig  to  the  little  blind  chil- 
dren   agreed, -that    she     was     certainly 


j  crazy,  and  as  a  consequence  she  had  to 
ipay  for  the  experiment  out  of  her  own 
pocket.  But  that  did  not  daunt  her. 
Not  Hie  First  Time. 
This  was  not  the  first  time  that  in  the 
matter  of  blijrd  babies  she  had  done  in 
their  behalf  pioneer  work  —  gone  for- 
ward alone  straight  Into  the  dark  un- 
known, where  wise  counsellor*  declared 
she  would  find  naught  but  disa.ster- 

And  the  conservative,  wise  counsellors 
wer€  wrong-  and  Mrs.  Alden  was  right 
again  and  ag'ain  in  the  matter  of  blind 

Can  any  one  guess  what  conservatism 
used  to  do  with  blind  babies  before  Mrs. 
AMen  beicame  initereisted  an  them?      ^ 

They  were  ola^ssied  wii'th  idiats,  and  Tor 
Kood  reason.  To  all  appearances  they 
were  Idiots.  In  all  our  great  educational 
ej'atems  thetre  was  no  place  for  them. 
They  w>ere  ait  six  years  eniiaclated,  de- 
f«rotiV€,  stupid,  unaible  to  attend  to 
themselves,  to  wialk  or  find  tiielr  way 
about,  and  quite  unfit  for  the  classrooim 
of  a  public  school.  So  If  they  were  de- 
pendent blind  cTdldren  the  'beet  that  the 
olty  could  do  was  to  seoid  theim  to  dwell 
irltih  the  idiots  <m  Randadl's  Island. 

This  fact  attracted  the  attention  of 
Mrs.  Alden  and  in  spiite  of  many  cares 
and  anxieties  she  began  to  think  about 
blind  babies  and  the  strange  fatality 
that  added  mental  defectiveness  to  their 
other  'greait  affliction.  An  article  that 
3he  wrote  for  a  woman's  journal  on  the 
subject  of  blind  children  brought  to  her 
A  nurse  who  knew  all  about  blind 
children  and  their  ills. 

It  was  a  notable  meeting.  The  nurse 
had  knowledge,  experience  and  skill. 
Mrs.  Alden  contributed  enthusiasm,  sym- 
pathy, a  burning  desire  to  rescue  and 
helip  the  blind  babies,  acquaintance  with 
pub'lic  officials  and  their  ways,  talent 
for  organization  and  for  enlisting  the 
services  of  other  persons,  cleverness  In 
ppomoting  a  cause  and  sieourlng  pub- 
licity for  it  ar^  abundant  force.  She 
wa«  a  natural  leader. 

Most    Ontrasre-ons    Tlilnsr* 

After  Mrs.  Alden  had  listened  to  the 
nurse  for  some  hours  she  was  thorough- 
ly excited  and  Just  about  ready  to  take 
a  big  bomb  and  blow  up  civilization. 
"WJiy,  the  treatment  of  bldnd  babies  was 
the  most  outrajreous  tihlng  of  which  a 
smiig  and  self-contented  public  ever 
had  been  guilty.  The  treatment  of  blind 
babies  right  here  in  New  York,  the  very 
epotligiht  of  cdN'llizatiion  end  humanltar- 
lanlsm.,  was  about  on  a  par  with  the 
treatment  of  lunatics  a  few  centuries 
ago  when  grave  sages  scJemnly  pushed 
a  maniac  into  a  revolving  cage  and 
whirled  him  for  half  an  hour  or  ao  on 
the  theory  that  the  churning  adminis- 
tered might  possibly  shake  hi«  menta'. 
machinery   to   rights   again. 

Blind  babies  are  not  born  idiotB.    They 
,are   made    idiots,    and    those   who   make 


th«TO  Idiots  are  the  very  oness  -who  WtJiiW 
die  a  hundred  deaths  to  save  or  help 
th«n— theJr  mothers. 

Babies  foredooined  to  blindness  by  dla- 
ease/l  parents  are  only  about  one  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number;  the  others 
beco<me  blind  after  'birth  by  reason  of 
Ulneas  or  accident.  As  to  mentality,  the 
blind  babies  are  norm^al  till  their  loving 
mothers  ignorantly  injure  them  by  re- 
pression. The  loving  mother  Is  so  so- 
licitous of  the  welfare  of  her  child  that 
she  will  not  let  it  do  anything  for  fear 
it  may  hurt  Itself.  She  represses  ils  ef- 
fort* to  walk  or  even  to  stand  erect.  She 
koepB  feeding  It  from  a  bottle  instead 
of  teaching  It  to  feed  Itself.  She  keeps 
attending  to  it  Instead  of  teaching  it  to 
attend  to  Itself. 

Consequently  the  babe  not  only  ceases 
to  grow,  but  actually  atrophies.  A  blind 
baby  that  Is  healthy  and  particularly 
bright  at  two  years  is  found  at  the  age 
of  five  to  be  dull,  listless  and  stupid, 
and  the  poor  mother's  repress-ions  are 
responsible  for  the  condition. 
J)lS»  at  Its  Byes. 

Worse  than  all,  the  infia-nt  suffers  from 
"light    hunger,"    an,i    consequently    digs 
at  its  eyes  with  its  fingers.    The  awak- 
ening,   expanding    intelligence    demands 
light,   and  the  little  fingers  dig  to  clear 
away  the  obstruct'ions   and  let  light  in, 
H«re  is  a  point  at   which  the  mother'; 
repressions    should    be    of    service,    bu 
they*  fall   through   lack  of  foresight   or 
constant  vigilance,  or  perhaps  inability,! 
to  sternly   tie   the   infant's   hands.     The 
child  digs  at  its  eyes,  producing  inflam- 
matroix;    blood    poisoning    develops,    and 
■**pj:,b^iS  the  re?ult. 

"^Those  were  the  fp.cts  as  Mrs.  Alden 
found  them  when,  in  1904,  she  tem- 
porarily laid  down  other  heavy  tasks 
and  began  helping  blind  babies  lo 
highest  possible  developments.  She  found 
that  there  was  then  no  "-istitution  any- 
where that  took  and  trained  blind  chil- 
dren under  eight  years  of  age.  Mothers 
were  supposed  to  train  the.*n,  but  moth- 
ers did  not  and  could  not  accomplish 
this.  So  Mrs.  Aldcn  set  ou*-  to  establish 
Ruch  a  home  here. 

The  International  Sunphinors  are  nu- 
merous and  pov.'erful  in  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  It  is  claimed  that  they 
h-av€  at  preseiit  over  ."00,000  members. 
Their  business  is  to  .spread  sunshine;  to 
pass  along  any  good  things;  to  give  to 
others,  who  have  not,  something  that 
they  possess  and  cannot  use — to  do  kind- 
ness. Their  monum.ents  of  benevolence 
auch  as  hospitals  and  homes  are  spread 
all  over  this  country,  and  the  cause  of 
the  blind  babies  was  exactly  in  their 
line.  But  at  first  they  were  in  the  same 
state  as  city  offlcia.Is.  They  had  not 
thought  on  the  subject  of  blind  babies. 
Some  of  them  did  not  even  know  that 
there  v/ere  any  blind  babies  and  othera 


tlicl  not  know  that  blind  babies  could 
have  b.^ttor  care  than  that  given  them 
by  thr:;ir  mothers. 

"^VhlrlT^'liia   CampalRB. 

There  was  a  whirlwind  campai:^n  of 
oducation,  out  of  which  the  President- 
General  of  the  Sunsliiners  emerged  v/ith 
$100,000  r(^li-Kted  for  her  proteges.  After 
they  understo-od  the  'matter  city  officials 
did  everything  passible  for  the  blind 
babies,  and  the  Legislature  of  New  York 
State  passe<l  a  law  for  the  maintenance 
of  blind  babies  in  the  International  Sun- 
shine I-Iome  of  the  Blind  at  the  rate  of 
$1  a  day  a  ■child. 

Two  honies  for  blind  l^a-bies  have  been 
established  "by  the  Sunshiners.  One  of 
the?e  is  at  .Sainrmit,  N.  J.,  and  the  other 
at  Dyker  Heigrhts,  in  New  York  City. 
Juet  the  other  day  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate appropriated  money  to  support  the 
Dyker  Heights  blind  barbies  at  the  rate 
of  $1  per  day  each. 

"International  Sunshine  Branch  for 
the  Blind"  is  the  name  of  the  institu- 
tion at  i3yker  Heights,  Eighty-fourth 
street  and  Thi.rteenth  avenue.  It  In- 
cludes the  blind  babies'  home  nursery, 
^ihospitxl  and  kindergarten.  The  propej  ty 
(Consists  of  nine  lots  and  two  ample, 
'pleasant  buildimgs.  Dependent  babies 
are  taken  in  there  from  one  hour  old 
to   ej'ght  years.. 

In  this  home  the  blind  babies  are 
drained  for  public  school  and  th^e  vari- 
rous  institutions  for  the  care  of  the 
;bllnd  which  already  existed  when  the 
Campaign  for  the  blind  babies  began. 

These  inf:ints  need  constant,  careful, 
exijgrt  supervision  and  assistance,  and 
in  the  Suns'hine  Home  they  get  tliat. 
The  home's  superintendent  lis  Mrs. 
•Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  the  very  nurse 
•who  fir^t  poured  into  the  sympathetic  ear 
•of  Mrs.  Alden  the  story  of  the  blind 
balDies'  needs  and  illtreatment.  Mrs. 
Tregear  has  aboiut  all  the  knowledge 
there  is  on  the  subject  of  blind  babies 
and  'how  best  to  aid  their  developimients 
into  hap.py,  healthj',  normal  children. 
At  the  beginnin'g  of  the  struggle  for 
them  >;•.«  worked  for  eighteen  months 
without  any  salary. 

About  four  months  ago  an  enter- 
tainment was  given  before  a  large  as- 
semblage in  the  great  solarium  of  the 
Sunshine  Hospital  on  Cropisey  avenue, 
Bath  Beach.  Those  who  sang,  recited 
and  played  on  musical  Instrumentis 
were  all  blind  cihildren  fro.m  the  Sun- 
sliine  Home.  Their  expressions  were 
interested,  happy  and  quite  unembar- 
,ra.S'sed;  they  were  plump,  rosy,  healthy 
and  evidently  well  off,  so  far  as  i%ner 
ueunshine   -svas   con"-oerned. 

Enjoyed  the  Applause. 
'  Tli€Stf  performances  were  really  good 
and  elicited  plenty  of  applause,  whieti 
they  evidently  enjoyed.  They  looik 
forward  to  the  future  with  Wpe  ana 
ambition   and   reason,    because  the   elder 


Itmong  theVn  attend  a  public  school  that 
la  near  their  home  and  keep  up  with  the 
seeing  children  of  their  grade. 

The  Board  of  Education  specially  pro- 
vddea  for  lihem.  A  courier  calls  at  the 
home  evt^ry  morning  and  conducts  them 
■to<he  .school,  where  they  have  a  special 
room  and  a  special  teacher.  Their  les- 
sons prepared,  they  go  to  the  re&ular 
(Classrooms  and  share  tlie  exrricses  of 
the  seeing  children.  After  school  time 
the  courier  .-feturns  them  to  the  home. 

These  blind  children  who  attend  the 
putolic  school  have  already  been  through 
the  home's  Icindergarten,  which  is  con- 
duc^ied  by  a  kindergartner  whom  the 
Board  of  Education  supplies.  From  the 
moment  they  were  brought  to  the  home 
—perhaps  only  a  few  hours  old— they 
have  been  in  the  hands  of  expert  nurses 
and  teachers  and  have  heen  taught  to 
do  things  by  being  aided  to  do  them 
many  scores  or  h-undreds  of  times  till 
fhey  "catch  on,"  and  thereafter  do  tihem 
without  any  prompting. 

Neglected  blind  chdldren,  or  those  who 
a;re  victlans  of  Ignoraaut  mother  love, 
never  smile,  and  such  a  child  of^  say, 
three  years  of  age  is  smJleless  long 
a«fter  b«lng  brou,ght  to  the  Home.  As 
one  of  the  authorities  there  says: 
"Wlien  a  blind  baby  first  smiles  we  all 
take  a  hollid'ay."  StmsPhlne  has  reached 
the  heart  oif  the  little  one. 

Statistics  ais  to  oomml'tments  to  the 
home  during  the  year  1910  are  as  fol- 
lows: Num-ber  of  children  committed 
by  city  during  1910,  8;  children  dis- 
charged during  1910  (1  city,  S  private),  4; 
chlMren  mfilntain^d  duTflng  1910  (21  city, 
10  private),  21;  numiher  of  days  paid  for 
by  tfhe  c!ty  during  1910,  5.894;  Infants  un-^ 
der  two  yeare  of  age  raalntiaiined  during 
1910  (3  city,  2  p:ivate),  5;  number  of  days' 
care  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age 
(664  city,  420  private),  1,0S4;  children  over 
two  years  of  age  maintained  during 
1910  (IS  city,  8  private),  25;  number  of 
days'  care  of  children  over  two  years  of 
age  (5,324  city,  1,861  private),  7,175., 

Everything  is  provided  for  on  a  liberal 
soaJe  at  the  ho»me  an-d  the  blind  Tsablea 
have  their  tasks,  Joys  and  triumphs  just 
like  the  rest  of  UiS.  They  are  wonder- 
fuilly  fond  of  music  and  dancing,  and  full 
of  the  irnpul'se  to  romp.  B^e^ore  this 
hom^e  began  a  blind  baby  was  somethiniT 
to  cry  ahout.  Now  the  sight  of  one 
starts  sympathetic  mirth.  It  Is  so  fat, 
contented  and  jolly. 

Mrs.  Alden  has  been  v/orklng  IHce  ten 
dynamos,  waking  up   the  other  States  of 
the  Union  to  the  importance  of  not  wast- 
ing   their    blind    babies,    but   developing 
them  to  their  utmost  limit.     She  has  a 
bumile    of    afbout    five    hundred    letter^ 
from    State    ofllclals    sihowlng    interest,] 
sympathy  and  desire  to  help.  SunshlnerJii 
are  eiverj^-where   throughout   the   Unioft,! 
and    as    this    cause   Is   peculiarly    theirs  I 
thev    will   probably    conduct    the    homes 
when  establisfhed  in  the  var-ious  States. 


New  Jersey  already  has  her  ht«ne  for 
blind  babies  establtehed  at  Summit  and 
conducted  by  Sunsliiners.  Gov.  Wilson 
helped  It  instantly  v;hen  the  need  wa-s 
brought  to  his  attention.  It  has  twenty- 
five  Inma-tes  and  capacity  for  forty. 
M"Ichi&an  has  just  started  her  home  for 
blind  barbies  In  the  town  of  Monroe. 
Qt3ier  States  show  interest  and  a  dispo- 
sition  to  make  -provision. 

No  one  knows  preciscJj''  bow  many 
blind  babies  there  are  in  the  country. 
The  total  nuni/ber  of  blind  is  about  80,000, 
of  whom  C,000  are  in  New  York  State. 

The  officers,  staff  and  members  of 
committees  of  the  Home  at  Dyker 
Heights  are  as  follows: 
I  Historian— CVfisiS  May  Dows,  No.  (?'r" 
Fifth  avenue.  New  York  City.  Oh'aplain-- 
Rev.  \\''alter  A.  A.  Gardner,  D.  D..  lock 
box  2123,  New  York  City.  Visiting  Physi- 
cians—Harry Tartbox,  M.  D.;  J.  H. 
Pinney,  D.  D.  r,.;  Stewart  lyewis,  'M.  D.; 
Sirnon  Rotlienberg,  M.  D. 

Staff  anrt  Oflftcers. 

Staff— Superintemlenf,  Mrs.  Cj-aithda 
M.  Tregear;  Public  School  Kindergart- 
ner,  Miss  0'I>ay;  Tea.cher  and  Prelimi- 
nary Klndergartner,  Miss  Laura  San- 
ford;  Teacher  of  Music,  Mrs.  Augusta 
Bosworth. 

Blind  Babies'  Kindergarten— iHou,«€- 
mother,  Mts.  Mary  Armstrong;  Work- 
ing iliiousekeeper,  Mary  Janosl;  Special 
Nurse,   Lrida   Barker. 

Blind  Babies'  Home,  Nursery  and 
Hospital— 'Housemother,  Mrs.  Clara 
MaiTi^h;  Assistant  Housemother  and 
jNurse-^Miss  Jennie  Clark;  cook,  laun- 
dress,    trained    nurses,    watcuman. 

Ofllcers  and  Board  of  Directors— Pres- 
ident, Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  11 
Webster  place,  Eas-t  Orange,  N.  J.; 
■  \^ice-President,  Mrs.  John  Alvin 
Youn^g,  Glen  Cove,  Long  Island;  Sec- 
retary, Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman,  121 
Hooper  s-treet.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
96  Fifth  avenue,  New  York  City;  Mrs. 
LouLs  B.  Campbell,  r)93. Bedford  avenue, 
[Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Anderson, 
154  E.  Sixty-second  street.  New  York 
City;  MIsB  Dows,  695  Fifth  avenue.  New 
York  City;  Mrs.  Benjamin  B.  Lawrence, 
170  West  Fifty-ninth  street.  New  Yoric 
City;  Mrs.  Benjamin  Perkins,  47  East 
Sixtieth   street,    New   York   City. 

Advisory  Council— Mr.  Robert  S. 
Brewster,  Chairman;  Mr.  Benjamiin  B. 
Lawrence,  Mr.  Howard  Hildt,  Mr.  Eben 
P.  MoTiford,  Mr.  W.  B.  Anderson,  Dr. 
R.  R.  Reeder,  Mr.  John  S.  Sheppard  jr., 
legal  advisor;  Mr.  W.  B.  Anderson, 
legal    advisor. 

Committees— Mrs.  F.  Theodore  Herx, 
Mrs.  James  Ebbits,  Mrs.  J.  B-  Green- 
hut,  Mrs.  Robert  Irving  Jenks,  Mrs. 
Eb-en  P.  Morford,  Secretary;  Mrs.  An- 
son B.  Moran,  Mrs.  Befijamin  Per- 
kins, -^Irs.  James  Preater.  Mrs.  J.  Q. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear,  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Wilbour,  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
[Furman. 
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or  BLIND  BABIES. 


Sunshine  Car^^j^al  Ends  Success- 
fully. 
•  The  two  nights  carnival  given  by  the 
•Sunshine  Emergency  Branch,  in  Goocl 
Counsel  Hall,  Madison  street,  near  Ralph 
avenue,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward G.  Enf^'^iBtle,  for  the  benefit  of  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies,  ended  last 
night.  It  was  a  big  success,  the  attend- 
ance last  night  being  quite  equal  to  that 
on  Wednesday  evening.  The  address  last 
night  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C. 
Furman  and  the  programme  was  practi- 
cally a  new  one  and  rendered  entirely  by 
children.     Those  who  appeared  were: 

Anna  Bacon,  Dudley  Cavanagh,  Ethel 
Vtola  Bfown,  Miriam  Conway,  Leona 
Bernstein,  Mildred  Lawrence,  Grace  Con- 
ner, Marjorle  Brierley,  Alice  London, 
Estelle  Brown.  Dorothy  Rae  Spedick,  Lil- 
lian Kushion,  Grace  Firth.  Bethel  Wilson, 
Lillian  Ehrllch.  Leona  Entwisle,  Estelle 
Warshaw,  the  Niner  sisters,  Tsabelle  Hol- 
den,  Eva  Wischerth,  Thelma  Entwisle, 
Jennie  T.  Fltchle  and  Gertrude  Volk.  Mrs. 
H.  N.  Snow  was  the  accompanist.  j 
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An  actress  dolIkJ«rr  was  dressed 
by  five  theatri<!?h  stars  was  sold 
atthe  SunshineBlImBabi^siEUzaar 
at  the  Waldorf-A^onaiast  Fri- 
day night  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Blind  Babies'  Home.  The  doll  was 
presented  to  the  members  of  the 
Loyal  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Boyd  L. 
Delbridge,  president,  by  Miss  Kitty 
Gordon,  who  made  the  dress.  The 
hat  was  the  handiwork  of  Miss 
Lillian  Russell,  and  Miss  Billie 
Burke  stitched  an  embroidered 
cloak  after  the  pattern  of  one  she 
wears.  Miss  Hazel  Dawn  furn- 
ished the  silk  hosiery,  and  Miss 
Marguerite  Sylva  provided  the  tiny 
shoes. 
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BLIND  CHILDREN  HAPPY. 


ChrisfflBSsTree   Given   for   Them   by 
Iowa    New   Yorkers. 

The  Iowa  New  Yorkers  met  at  the  Hotel 
A.stor  this  afternoon  and  gave  a  pretty 
Christmas  tree  exercise.  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  president  general  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  which  is 
ioing  much  to  found  homes,  nurseries, 
hospitals  and  kindergartens  for  the  baby 
blind,  was  born  in  the  little  town  of  Af- 
^on,  Iowa.  She  appealed  to  the  woman'e 
;lub  known  es  the  Iowa  New  Yorkers  and 
^sked  if  they  would  furnish   a  Christmas 

ree  for  the  children  in  the  Summit  Home 
Blind    Babies,   Summit,    N.    J.      There 

•0  twenty-six  children  there  now. 

Every  member  and  every  guest  brought 
jfrom  two  to  five  packages  of  good  things, 
/ind  on  a  table  surrounded  by  these  gifts 
was  a  Christmas  tree,  on  which  were 
hung  the  silver  donations  In  sealed  en- 
velopes as  handed  In  by   the  guests. 

Mrs.  James  Clarkson  is  president  of 
this  club,  and  her  programme  for  the  day 
was  made  up  of  numbers  provided  by  the 
blind  children.  There  was  a  quartet, 
dancing,  singing,  reading  from  point, 
speech  making  and  a  mock  orchestra 
known  as  the  Boll's  Orchestra.  '  A  little 
boy  by  the  name  of  Richard  Boll,  famil- 
iarly cabled  "Dick,"  only  6  years  old,  was 
director  and  leader., 

Mrs.  Alden  made  an  address  on  the  ed- 
ucation of  the  young  blind,  stating  that 
she  urged  the  public  to  insist  on  giving 
special  education  to  the  blind  from  the 
day  they  are  blinded.  She  maintained  that 
one  has  no  right  to  assume  that  a  baby  is 
feeble-minded  because  it  is  blind;  that 
If  given  proper  care,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, the  children  respond  to  teach- 
ing and  become  normal  and  bright. 

Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  president  of 
the  department  for  the  blind  of  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  told  of  the 
work  in  the  Summit  Home,  where  any 
blind  baby  from  r^ny  State  will  be  taken 
end  cared  for  for  teh  small  amount  of  %1 
a  day.  There  is  no  endownment  fund, 
consequently  each  child  admitted  must 
bring  with  it  a  certain  amount  of  money 
In  order  to  assure  its  care  and  Instruc- 
tion. 

There  Is  one  little  waif  In  Summit 
known  as  "BilUken."  No  State  will  sup- 
port him,  nobody  will  claim  him  and  no- 
body knows  where  he  was  born.  '  Anybody 
I  inclined  to  do  a  very  kind  deed  can  here 


llbw  c i re um stances  during  the  impor-'j 
tant,  critical  years  of  a  blind  baby's  ' 
infancy  shall  decide  whether  the  child  i 
.drift  into  imbecility  foi-  lack  of  proper  I 
development,  or  with  patient  care  and  ; 
training  along  intelligent  lines  be- 
come useful  and  oftentimes  self  sup- 
porting citizens. 

\Mien  the  home  for  blind  babies  was 
started  about  thirteen  years  ago, 
there  were  many  who  claimed  that 
the  undertaki^ig  was  a  useless  one, 
that  babies,  blind,  crippled,  and  in 
several  cases  imii)ecile,  should  be  rec- 
ognized as  hopeless  objects  of  pity. 
But,  were  you  to  visit  the  home  to- 
day, you  would  find  bright,  rosy  chil- 
dren going  up  and  down  stairs,  alone; 
romping  out  of  doors,  in  the  swings, 
on  tlie  toboggan  slide  with  tlieir  sleds; 
dancing  and  playing  games  in  gay  in- 
dependence of  spirit;  and,  in  the  kin- 
dergarten, doing  tSie  same  work  as 
sighted  children  do  and  with  the  same 
degree  of  accuracy. 

Then  there  are  two  little  girls  who 
have  shown  exceptional   musical  abil- 


and  play  remarkably  well.  One  of 
these  is  little  "Emma"  whose  picture 
adorns  the  cards  attached  to  the  mite 
boxes  which  are  found  in  prominent 
places  of  business. 

TXie  collections  from  these  boxes 
are  used  to  defray  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  "Home."  The  collec- 
tions have  aided  materially  so  far, 
and  it  is  hoped  there  may  be  a  con- 
tinuance of  support  throughout  the 
ensuing  year.  Tt  is  also  hoped  that 
donations  will  follow  to  assist  in  ob- 
literating the  mortgage,  after  which 
room  may  be  made  to  accommodate 
the    babies   on    the    waiting   list. 

The  Blind  Babies'  Home  is  under 
t^ie  management  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  and  is  regarded  as 
the  most  worthy  feature  of  the  Sun- 
shine work.  The  society  will  be  very 
glad  to  send  information,  literature; 
receive  new  members;  donations  of 
money  or  appropriate  gifts  through 
communication  vj'ith  local  presidents 
or  by  addressing  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  75  .5th  avenue,  New  York 
City.  Corrine  A.  Grove. 
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iE  WOULD  THE  CSR[ 
OF  SIGHTLESS  BftBIES 


Head  of  Sunshine  Society  Wants 

Sn\all  Unfortunates  Sent 

to  Her 


TO  BE  TAUGHT  TX  HOME 


lOFFEKS  TO  CARE  FOR  BLIND  BABIES 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westovfr  Arden.  founder  of 
the  Sunshine  ..Society,  has  written  to  Super- 
intt-ndf-nt  Brumbaugrh,  offering  to  care  for 
aH  the  blind  babies  whose  parents  or 
Kuardianp  make  application  for  their  ad- 
mission to  the  Summit.  N.  J.,  Home  for 
Klind  Babit -.  maintained  by  the  Sunshine' 
Society. 


^Bave  you  ajjjhndbaby,  do  yau  know' 
HKany  blind  babiL^!r'llle'H»Uy  who  need 
re|j«  tender  care  of  expert  nurses,  w<hose 
"light  'hunger"  <;an  be  satisfied  only  by 
those  who  know  how  to  train  their  jninds, 
to  grasp  the  inner  light,  through  educa- 
tion? I 

An  offer  has  come  to  the  city  through  i 
Superintendent  Brumbaugh  to  take  any! 
blind  babies  who  may  be  in  private' 
homes,  in  institutions  or  In  the  almshouse  ^ 
where  they  are  not  receiving  proper  care;i 
that  is,  the  kind  of  care  that  will  ma.)cc 
them  fit  to  accept  an  education  whjen 
they  are  of  the  proper  age  to  be  put  in  ' 
school.  j 

The  offer  comes  from  the  one  woman  |in| 
the  world  who  understands  the  need  jOf| 
the  blind  little  onee,  the  woman  wJio 
fought  a  legislature  to  get  them  properly 
cared  for,  who  defied  a  mayor  when  it 
was  necessary,  who  encountered  the  ijre 
uf  public  officials  and  who  has  finally  In 
the  face  of  adverse  circumstances  founded 
two  model  liomes  and  kindergartens  f<pr 
blind   babies.  I 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  founder 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Sopiety  ar^d 
organizer  of  the  Arthur  Home,  at  Sum- 
mit, N.  J.,  is  willing  and  anxious  to  talcei 
from  this  city  as  many  blind  babies  as! 
are  turned  over  to  her  for  care  and  lateir 
for-  instruction  in  the  beautiful  homei 
which  the  sitate  of  New  Jersey  is  partlH 
supporting.  I ; 

All  the  debts  of  the  institution  hayl' 
been  ]jaid,  and  the  place  is  ready  to  re 
ceive  forty  sightless  babiee,  and  if  appli 
cations  are  made  for  more  than  tha. 
number,  why  Mrs.  Alden  will  make  roon 
for  them  and  will  see  to  it  that  her  plant 
is  enlarged  to  such  an  extent  that  no 
little  one  will  be  allowed  to  grow  up  in 
utter    darknes's. 

The  story  of  the  founding  of  the  blind 
babies'  home  at  Summit  is  a  long  one 
and  goes  back  to  the  day  when  as  a 
newspaper  woman  Mrs.  Alden  was  ap- 
])ealed  to  to  make  eome  provision  for  ai 
.sightless  new-born  child.  She  found  there 
was  no  place  in  the  country  where  such  a 
child  could  be  properly  taken  care  of, 
and  there  and  then  she  gave  up  her 
journalistic  work  and  set  about  finding 
a  place  for  the  baby  and  for  all  babies 
like  it.  There  were  homes  for  dogs  and 
cats,  retreats  for  liorses.  institution^  for 
the  aged  and  the  young,  but  'the  blind 
baby  was  turned  out  on  the  human 
dump,  a(5  it  were,  left  to  grope  through 
darJc  days  until  the  greater  darkness 
.swallowed  it.  ' 

Mis.  Alden's  idea  is  and  always  ihagl 
been  to  take  the  sightless  child  as  soora 
bs  it  is  born  or  as  soon  an  it  loses  it^ 
siglit  and  place  il  where  it  will  be  scienf 
tifically  watched  and  cared  for  an^ 
gj-adually    taught   to   get   a,   ?:rip    on   vital 


TRIffgsI'fo  u S€  the  .faculties  ii  has  id  s'eeff 
tlie    liglit    from    within,    and    to    train    its 
susceptibilities    and .  give    it    through     the 
kindergarten  a   foundation   for  an   educa- 
tion.   The   Arthur  Home   is  a    home,   nur- 
sery, kindergarten  and  day  nursery  com- 
bined   and    i.s   intended    for   ciiildren    from 
the   time  they   lose  their  sight  until   they 
are    of    school    age.       Mrs.    Alden    invites 
those    who    have    or    who    know    of   blin<-" 
l)abies  to  write  to  her  and  make  applic 
tion   for    their   admission.    Her    address 
the     International     Sunshine   .Society, 
l^^ifth   avenue.   New  York. 
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BLIND  BABY  IS  SENT 
U     TO  THE  ARTHUR  HOME 

Maryland     Sunshiners     Help 

Little  Janet— Mrs.  Hamill 

Takes  Child. 

Maryland  Sunshiners  have  sent  a  little 
blind  baby  to  the  Arthur  Home,  in  New 
Jersey,  to  be  in  the  care  of  MrST "Cynthia 
Westover  Alden's  corps  of  nurses.  Mrs. 
R.  J.  W.  Hamill,  president  of  the  Nor- 
mandie  Circle  Branch  of  the  Maryland 
Sunshine  Society,  took  the  child  to  New ! 
Jersey  on  last  Thursday  during  the  in-  ' 
tensely  cold  weather.  Returning,  she 
did  not  arrive  in  Baltimore  till  1  o'clock, 
instead  of  10,  when  the  train  was  due. 

"She  is  a  lovely  baby."  said  Mrs.  Ham- 
ill, "and  she  was  not  one  bit  of  trouble 
while  I  bad  her.  Her  mother  is  at  the 
Eudowood  Sanitarium  here,  a  tubercu- 
losis patient,  and  the  little  girl  was  dis- 
covered by  the  Sunshiners  through  the 
Henry  Watson  Aid  Society,  which  Bad 
sent  the  child  to  a  caretaker  at  Roslyn, 
Md.  Here  she  was  kindl.y  taken  care  of, 
but  what  the  child  needed  was  the  train- 
ing from  her  babyhood  which  will  so 
develop  her  that  she  will  be  able  to  take 
care  of  herself  when   she  grows  np. 

Little  Janet,  for  that  is  her  name,  has 
found  a  great  friend  in  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden.  president  of  the  Gcnefal 
Sunshine  Society,  who  has  written  to 
Mrs.  Hamill  praising  the  child  and  say-  '. 
ing  that  she  is  a  bright  and  healthy  j 
baby,  and  that  she  is  doing  beautifully 
already  at  the  home. 

Some  may  not  know  that  Mrs.  Alden ' 
is  the  first  woman  to  have  discovered! 
that  blind  babies  have  no  one  to  care  j 
for  them  as  they  oupht  to  bo  cared  for.  | 
The  institutions  for  the  blind  in  the  dif- 
ferent states  ouly  take  care  of  the  adult 
blind  children,  or  children  of  school  age. 


iSomooiir  hrouKhi  a  blii 
onio  that  had  no  home,  nnd  as  n  sun- 
shine worker  she  foil  that  it  must  be 
provided  for. 

"I  tried  everywhere  to  find  someone 
who  would  take  in  the  blind  waif."  she  i 
sav.s.  "but  the  blind  schools  said,  'we 
don't  care  for  babies.'  and  the  orphan 
asylums  did  not  want  her  because  she 
was  blind.     I  did  not  know  what  to  do. 

•'Still  those  little  groping  handn  seemed 
to  roach  out  helplessly  to  me.  Ho  I  began 
to  beg,  and  other  babies  were  heard  of 
till  finally  the  funds  were  raised  and  the 
Arthur  ilome  for  Blind  Babies  was 
founded  by  the  gifts  of  friends  whom  we 
interested  in  it.  In  New  York  the  state 
has  taken  it  up  and  every  state  should 
make  some  provision  for  its  blind  babies 
as  well  as  the  adult  blind,  to  save  them 
from  insanity  and  becoming  inmates  of 
institutions  of  more  expense  to  the  state." 

Now  the  Maryland  Sunshine  Society  is 
trying  to  raise  funds  for  this  child  and 
are  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
this  state  will  make  an  appropriation  for 
blind  babies.  - 

The  Howard  Park  Branch  of  the  Sun-I 
shine  Society  meets  this  Tuesday,  ,Tanu-j 
ary  2;^,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Gibbons,] 
^ontgoEuery    avenue,    West  Forest   Park.] 


B-Y-C 

cltW->^, 

u 

,a 

Z'JC. 

-xevf. 

\ 

b.. 

H  12. 

V/{LEMTINE  BRIDGE  PARTY. 

^rs.  Eakins   Entertains   Society   of 
New  England  Women. 


I 


The  Brooklyn  Colony  of  the  Society  of 
few  England  Women,  which  i.s  the  or- 
anizatipn  supporting  the  I^Hnd  Babies' 
iome.  the  Sunshine  Honie7*?Wn'hich 
Iso  give.s  scholarships  to  industriou.s  stn- 
^•nts  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  their 
kay  through  college,  held  a  valentine 
ridge  party  yesterday  atternoQn  at  the 
psidenee  of  one  of  the  members.  Mr.s. 
Viliiam  K.  Eakins,  No.  30(>  Garfield 
lace.      The   atTair    was   a    groat   success 

lanciallv  and  socially. 

The  oommitteft  in  charge  of  the  affair 

osisted    of    Mrs.    llufus   Green    Angell. 

lairman;  Mrs.  Henry  C.  Dudley,  Mfs. 
■..  A.  J.  Queck-Kerner.  Mr.«!.  W.illisim  A. 

pelman.and  Mrs.  Euijeue  J.  Cant.       ^ 
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SEEKS  BLIND  BABIES. 

Room  for   More  in  Simshine  Home 
at  Summit,  N.  J. 

Tho  Intcriijitionii!  Sunsliinc  Society  is 
trjinsr  to  find  blind  babies  of  the  State 
for  it  can  take^'*^!fW!f"  in  its  beautiful 
nursery  home,  h()si)ital  and  kindergarten 
combined,  in  Summit,  X.  J.,  Pinegrovc 
avenue.  Heretofore  there  has  been  no 
provision  for  tlie  baby  blind.  The  Sum- 
mit home  is  lar^e  and  well  equipped,  so 
the  babies  of  well-to-do  people  can  be 
cared  for  in  a  private  department. 

Full  information  -will  be  given  by 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  president-gen- 
eral of  the  society.  No.  9(>  Fifth  avenue. 
Manhattan. 

Rundall's  Island,  which  takes  all  chil- 
dren of  Xew  York  City  Avho  are  direct 
dependents  on  public  charity,  took  blind 
babies  with  the  rest.  It  had  no  place  to 
put  them  save  with  the  other  defectives. 
In  all  the  United  States  there  is  no  in- 
stitution of  this  kind  (home,  nursery, 
hospital  and  kindergarten  combined)  for 
blind  babies,  outside  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society's  activities.  The  State 
institution  at  Batavia  keeps  them  at  five 
years  if  they  are  bright  and  normal  out- 
side of  their  blindness  and  have  been 
tauffht  to  care  for  themselves  in  a  meas- 
ure. The  ase  limit  at  six  schools  in  the 
United  States  is  five  years,  at  one  it  ji 
twelve.  ^^r 


EntertK    n 


nt'*1RS^Its    Belialf    to    Be 
*#  «      son    on   March   9. 

f^-  aj    aid    entertainment    will    be 

given  by  the  ways  ana  ij.c  ns  comn^il*tee  ot 
tile  Pllnd  BrM<^.'"  \Xo:."^  on  Saturday,  March 
9,  a.  ine  Hotel  Gotham,  from  four  until  six. 
No  admission  will  be  asked.  In  the  invita- 
tions sent  out  a  plea  was  made  for  each 
person  interested  to  send  one  dollar,  or  to 
leave  it  in  the  mite  box,  for  the  support  of 
these   blind   babies.  ^ 


The  children  are  graduated  Trom  the 
home,  which  is  at  Eighty-fourth  Street  and 
Thirteenth  Avenue.  Brooklyn,  to  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  on  Thirty-fourth 
Street,  Manhattan,  or  to  the  public  schools, 
which  are  now  open  to  normal  blind  chil- 
dren. Before  the  founding  of  the  institution 
in  1905,  dependent  blind  babies  were  ser 
to  the  department  for  idiots  and  feebly 
minded  on  Randall's  Island,  no  other  pr 
vision  being  made  for  them  by  the  city^r 
State.  ■: 


Girl  Only  15  Years  Old,  Unaided, 

Arranges  Benefit  for  Blind 

Babies'  Home. 


Miss  Ruth  Pearson,  who  lives  witih. 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Her- 
Ibert  Pearson,  at  No.  997  Sterling  place. 
Is  not  yet  sixteen,  'but  already  has  de- 
veloped two  «trong  characteHstKJS.  A 
musician  oX  talent  that  gives  cv<rry 
prospect  o^  a  brilliant  future,  she  also 
has  chartta/ble  inclinations  that  maJce 
her  hap.Jiest  when  she  has  accocnplis-hed 
some  good  deed  for  children  leas  for- 
tunately <?ttuated   tihan  herself. 

Her  latest  enterprise  has  been  to  ar- 
range an  elaborate  musdcale  for  the 
benefit  o<f  the  Blind  Babies'  Home.  Mr. 
Pearson,  a  succes'sfoil  bueriness  man, 
long  time  chairman  af  the  House  Com- 
miJttee  of  the  Undon  Leagxie  Club  and 
a  pillow  of  that  organization,  and  Mrt-. 
Pearson,  w^ho  Is  prominently  conneoted 
with  wcroen's  clubs  and  numenons 
sooial  orgunlzations,  readily  gave  their 
consenit  that  the  musdcale  should  have 
the  setting  of  their  handsome  residence 
and  MlSiS  Ru*h,  unaided  by  older  hands, 
secured  talent  and  personally  arranged 
a  programme  at  once,  eiajborate  and 
^discriminating.  jj«l^«' 


Mtss 
RUTH 
PEKRSON 


Besides  her  charming  yoiiirtg:  self  this 
am-Mtious  and  piretty  miss  secured  the 
seirricee  of  Mlas  Helena  Ru.t'h  Marsch- 
medt,  wlio  won  the  free  $3,000  scholar- 
ship in  a  conte^  for  grand  opera,  for 
N'ow  YVwk  and  abi-VDad.  a  short  time 
aigro;  Miss  Lillian  de  Chaanps  Wilsom, 
lyrlo  soprano  of  renown,  and  other 
miisicaJ  celebrllMe«. 

Tlhe  musicale  will  be  held  next  Frlclay 
evening  and  the  programme  indicates 
the  treat  in  store  for  Mis.  [Pearson's 
frien-ds  as  we'll  as  her  awn  aWlity  In 
arranging  v;hat  will  undoubtedly  be, 
artiatically  and  socially,  a  noteworthy 
«V€nt.  She  has  already  given  four  piano 
recitals,  the  ftr»t  when  she  waa  only  ten 
yeaa^s  oW.  ^  ■»■ 


This  IR  trie  pro'grammo.  '^ 

"TasenMlA."  Picrzonlm.  ..Master  Randoilpli  Conroy 

"II  Trovtttore."  Verdi Miss  Ida  O'Conaor 

"Four  Inipromntus."  S-hnbert.  .ATisa  lyillian  HoiSsoni 
"Hearts  and   Flowers"    (maudolin),    Tobatii. 

Master  Edward  G'oaibam 
"Prom  the  Land  <rf  the  Sky  Blue  Water."  Oad- 

man, Mies    Wilson 

•*The  Little  Damouea."  Nordio Miss  Wilaooi 

Berceuse.  "Jocelyn,"  Godard. 

Miss  DorotJjy  Eernold? 

"To  Spring,"  Grelg Miss  Banna  Warren 

"Che  Tcrc."  Gluck Mi93  Marschmjedt 

"For  you  Alone,"  GpM Ml38  Marsclimedl 

"Alia    Tarantella."    MacDowell. 

Mi9B  M«urKarct  OgLlve 
"Final  TarAn'tall«."  Lack.  ..Mies  Winifred  GorJiaic 
Aria  from  "IMadJun  Butterfly."  Pucoini. 

Miss  Wilsor 
"Rustle  of  Spring,"  Sln-dflnz.  ..Miss  Eteie  McDennot 

"Balamcelile."  Watihs Mias  Helen   AUyr 

"La  Giaoonda,"   PonohielU Mias  MaaachmeJ 

"Val&e  Brilllante."  CJiopdn Mias  Ruth  Pearso] 


BLIND    CHILDREN'S    SHOW. 


Some 
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l<Vo  m    Uy  k  o  r    H  eigh  ts 


Home  Will  Fc  nt  the  Gathering.  j 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  -ways  and 
means  committee  of  the  Blind  Babicy'  j 
Home  at  Dyker  Heights  an  entertainment  j 
will  be  g-iven  this  afternoon  in  the  ball- 
room of  the  Hotel  Gotham  by  some  of  the 
blind  children  themselves.  No  admission 
fee  will  be  aslced  and  all  interested  in  the 
home  are  invited.  , 

Before    the    founding    of    this    home    in 
1905    many   dependent   blind   babir-s    werfti 
sent  to  the  Idiot  department  on  RantJaU's  ' 
Island,  as  New  York  liad  no  other  i-jlace 
of  shelter  for  them.  i 

Among  those  interested  in  this  home  are 
Mmes.  Robert  T.  .Tenks,  Lav/rence  Greer,  j 
Vivian  Spencer,  G.  Hunter  Brown,  Ed- 
ward McVickar.  Charles  T^.  Riker,  Bradi.sh 
Johnson  Carroll,  Anson  B.  Moran.  Benja- 
min B.  Lawrence,  Matthew  C.  Fleming, 
Albert  Rathbone  and  James  B.  Lowell.         ! 


TVe^  ^or-K.yX.  ^.  >  lAfo-rUct 


BLIND    CHILDREN    ENTERTAIN. 


An  Effort  to  Show  the  Need  of  Early  Edu- 
caUon  for  ThosA  So  Afflicted.  , 

An  entertainment  was  ,^iven  yesterday  i 
at  the  Hotel  Gotham  under  the  auspices, 
of  the  ways  and  means  com^mittee  of  the, 
Blind   Babies   Home   at   Dyker   Heights, 
Brook  Ivn,  by  some  of  the  in  mates,  of  the) 


home,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
need  of  earJv  education  for  children  so 
afflicted.  About  a  do>:en  little  girls  and 
boys  took  part.  There  were  Gongs, 
recitations,  a  piano  solo,  dances  and  an 
overcure  by  the  band.  The  enter- 
tainment from  beginning  to  end, including 
the  announcements  oi  the  different  num- 
bers of  the  programme,  was  by  the 
children  themselves. 

There  was  no  admission  fee  asked, 
the  committee  simply  desiring  to  get  as 
many  jjeople  as  possible  interested  in 
its  work.  There  was  a  good  audience, 
including  many  prominent  women  who 
are  inrerested  in  the  welfare  of  the  home. 
Among  these  were  Mrs.  William  Burrall 
Anderson,  Mrs.  C  Hunter  Brown,  Mrs. 
Robert  Irving  Jenks,  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Greer.  Mrs.  Vivian  Spencer,  Mrs.  Anson 
B.  Moran.  Mrs.  Benjamin  B.  Lawrence, 
Mrs.  Bradish  Johnson  Carroll,  Mrs.  Mat- 
thew C.  Fleming,  Mrs.  Albert  Kathbone, 
Mrs.  James  BT  Lowell,  Mrs.  Edward 
McVickar,  Mrs.  Charles  L.  RUrer,  Mrs. 
floward  Jerome  Hildt,  Mrs.  A.  Henry 
Mosle,  Mrs.  James  G.  Rogers.  Mrs.  JameH 
Mitchell,  Mrs.  Nora  Caples,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Mullen.  Mrs.  Thomas  I'.  Seward,  Mrs. 
('ynthia  We.stover  Alden,  Mrs.  L.  T. 
Mead,  Mrs.  Augusta  Bosworth,  and  the 
I\Iisses  Elizabeth  Robinson,  M.  B.  Bradley 
and  Emilv  N.  Tremain. 


T\.W.  yy]o^y^i 


vug;       -D-xA^-n^. 
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>V?<3L-roK.    10..    1^  IX. 

tiND  BABIES  ENJOY 
BEBUTAIMGOIiM 

♦ 

Entertain  Friends  with  Songs 

and  Dances  and  Have  a 

Splendid  Day  of  It. 


Eleanor  and-  Rosalie  and  Emma  and 
Lillian  and  Josephine  an-d  Annde  and 
Esth-er  and  Michael  aJid  Elmer  and 
Jsadore,    all    from    the    Dj'^ker    Heig^htj 

^''t](\    TflhlTT'    "'^-  --^.-i-i—  ^ ^v 

fvtreet  and  Thirteenth  avenue,  had  a 
perfectly  splendid  time  at  the  Hotel 
Gotham  yesterday.  They  arrived  by 
subway,  with  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden    to    keep    everybody    as   «afe    aa^ 


•he  does  A-t  the  home.  First  they  had 
•luncheon.  Mmmnxm!  such  a  lunchT 
E;ieano:-.  who  Is  romnd  and  blonde  and 
■the  prettiest  of  them  all,  said  It  was 
"splonudl"  There  was  more  ice  cream 
and  cake  than  any  one  could  eat,  and 
then  everybody  went  ups'taira  for  the 
entertainment. 

The  room  was  carpeted  In  red  and  all 
around  the  walls  were  mirrors.  Rachel 
said  she  could  feel  the  red  In  the  room 
and  she  liked  It.  Then  everybody  sat 
down  on  gilt  chairs  on  a  little  stage 
and  faced  the  audience,  all  ladles  and 
tlieir  children,  who  came  to  see  the 
e7iitertainme)nt,  and  they  clapped  for 
everythiniT. 

First  the  band  played.  Rachel,  In  her 
white  dress,  wiith  low  neok  and  elbow 
sleeves,  played  the  piano,  and  Eleanor 
and  Lillian  and  the  others  beat  little 
drums  and  shoolc  taml>ourlnes.  Thev 
Emma  and  Lilian  played  a  duet  on 
%he  piano,  after  which  Elmer  showec" 
what  a  wonderful  ear  Ihe  hoA.  Mra. 
Alden  would  strike  E  flat  or  F  sharp  on 
the  piano  ard  Elmer  would  eay  right 
away  what  11  w«us. 

Then  Rosaile  and  Eleanor  and  Jose- 
phine stood  up  together  and  sang  little 
songs,  while  Lillian  accompanied  them 
with  one  finger  on  the  piano.  They  isang 
about  a  lazy  pussy  cat  and  so.ne  frogs 
and  then  Just  as  tjhe  ladles  and  their 
children  were  applauding,  Rosalie 
knocked  her  chair  right  simacic  off  the 
plajtform,  which,  of  course,  waa  very 
funny  and  everybody  snickered  rlg-ht 
out  loud. 

Then  some  lady  (from  the  audience 
Xrtayed  a  waltz  and  everybody  danced 
and  then  pretty  soon  the  big  stage  came 
along  and  it  was  tl'me  to  go.  And  Elea- 
nor .said  again  that  the  party  (had  been 
"splendid." 


Former  Denver  Woman,  Now 

Mrs.  Alden,  Managed  2,000^ 

Laborers  in  New  York,     t 

Came  Here  in  1870;  01dest| 
Newspaper  Woman  in  the   j 
United  States. 


^'aried,  thrilling  and  interesting  is  the 
career  of  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  for-^ 


University  of  Colorado  and  secrctiiry  of 
tile  street  cleaning  department  of  Xew 
York  city.  This  duty  alone  gave  lier 
charge  of  2,000  men,  and  reports  from 
the  gre^t  metropolis  say  that  Mrs.  Alden 
was  the  best  secretary  that  department 
ever  had. 

There  are  many  pioneers  of  this  city 
who  may  not  remember  the  name  Alden, 
but  perhaps  there  is  not  one  who  will 
not  recall  '"little  Cynthia  Westover,"  the 
daughter  of  John  \Vestover,  who  came 
to  Denver  in  1870  and  opened  a  little 
curio  store.  Cynthia  helped  her  father 
in  his  business  for  a  time  and  then  de- 
cided to  earn  her  own  money  with  which 
she  coAiljl  obain  an  education. 

In  twenty-five  years  she  had  a  remark- 
able range  of  work.  To  begin  with  she 
Avorked  in  a  local  t^eni  and  awning  store, 
making  tents.  Soon  her  ability  made  it 
possible  for  her  to  accept,  the  supcrin- 
tendency  of  th«~ffretory.  By  this  means 
she  finally  saved  ettough  coin  of  the 
realm  to  insure  a  covvrse  at  the  State 
university,  from  which  iQnstitution  she 
was  graduated  in  1882.        \^ 

Later  the  scene  of  action  was  changed 
from  Colorado  to  Xew  York,'5ind  the 
work  became  singing  in  choirs,  studying 
foreign  languages  in  the  homes  of  alieTi.s 
and  lecturing  on  geology  at  the  Ameri- 
can Museum  of  Natural  History.  Music 
eventually  gave  way  to  scows,  for  the 
woman  had  assumed,  first,  the  duties  ol 
a  United  States  inspector  of  customs^ 
then  of  interpreter  oil  incoming  Spanisl 
French,  German  and  Italian  steamship 
and  finally  duties  as  secretary  of  tK 
street  cleaning  commission  of  the  me- 
tropolis. 

MANAGED  2,000  LABORERS. 

As  a  detail  of  the  work  with  the  street 
cleaning  commissioner,  she  often  man- 
aged 2,000  laborers  a  day,  and  it  Avas 
while  serving  in  her  capacity  as  secre- 
tary to  the  commissioner  that  once, 
Avhen  the  captain  of  tugs  and  scoavs  was 
ill  for  a  Aveek,  she  did  his  Avork  in  addi- 
tion to  her  oAvn.  Back  in  1890  she  was 
knoAvn  as  '"the  poor  man's  friend,"  be- 
[ cause  of  her  great  interest  in  street 
cleaners,  to  Avhom  she  could  speak  their 
own  language,  whatever  it  chanced  to  be. 

From  governmental  positions  she 
turned  to  literature  and  Avrote  numerous 
editorials  on  the  sih-er  question  for  a 
Xew  York  Aveekly,  also  a  series  of  scien- 
tific articles.  She  Avrote  books  and  event- 
ually she  broke  into  the  neAvspaper  game. 


i 


I 


MRS.  CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  ALDEN. 


For  years  she  was  editor  of  the  woman's 
department  of  the  deceased  Xew  York 
Recorder  and  she  served  on  other  dailies. 
She  now  holds  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  newspaper  woman  in  Gotham. 
It  is  often  told  that  a  degree  in  the 
college  of  hard  knocks  and  worldly  ex- 
perience far  better  equips  one  than  ex-' 
haustive  researches  of  books. 

UNDER  BOTH  HEADS. 

Mrs.  Alden  comes  under  both  heads,! 
but  it  is  conceded  that  hor  experiences 
here  in  the  eai-ly  days  fitted  her  well  for 
the  remarkable  knowledge  she  gleaned 
from  books.  The  woman  who  has  been 
able  to  do  many  things  effectively  and 
thoroughly  Avas  the  child  who  learned  to 
rely  upon  herself  when  Denver  and  Col- 
orado were  young,  and  who  had  already 
accumulated  a  rare  kind  of  knowledge ' 
Avhen  she  could  ride  a  horse  like  an  In- 
dian, shoot  with  a  rifle  and  handle  tlie 
lasso  like  a  cowboy. 

In  1890  Mrs.  Alden  founded  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  society,  a  branch  of 
which  is  located  in  Denver,  the  fee  for 
which  is  one  act  each  year  that  will  do 
somebody  besides  yourself  a  little  good. 
The  society  has  established  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  sanitarium  at  Benson- 
hurst-by-the-sea,  Brooklyn,  accommodat- 
mg  fifty  guests  and  valued  at  $100,000. 
There  are  society  branches  in  nearly 
every  state  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  affil- 
iations abroad.  One  hundred  thousand 
members  answer  the  rollcall. 

INTEREST  IN  B^tfJ^F 

It  was  not  until  the  work  became  as'^ 
sociated  with  blind  babies  that  Mrs. 
Alden  found  out  what  she  really  could 
do.  Then  it  was  apparent  that  her  di- 
vergent activities  had  not  been  unrep- 
resented bits  of  living,  but  all  parts  of 
a  woman's  effort  to  get  through  to 
that  layer  of  unused  capacity  , which 
psychologists  have  liked  to  plague  a  lazy 
world  about  just  when  it  was  thinking 
that  it  was  doing  its  best  and  that  its 
best  was  plenty  good  enough. 

Her  reason  for  getting  interested  in 
blind  children  seems  to  have  been  be- 
cause tasks  with  the  blind  constitute 
hard  work — and  nobody  else  vms  espe- 
cially interested  in  it — at  least,  along 
the  lino  that  she  followed  from  the  day 
the  blind  baby  was  carried  into  her  of- 
fice and  the  responsibility  of  finding  a 
home  for  it  was  thrust  upon  her. 

Finding  a  haAen  for  a  blind  child  is  a 
serious  undertaking.  The  city  and  iti 
inhabitants  considered  the  sightless  iu- 
fant  as  an  impossibility.  According  to 
Xew  York's  idea  of  relief  of  the  depend- 


ent  blind,  flioy  had  to  be  born  8  years 
old.  Under  that  age  there  was  not  a 
vosiigo  of  provision  made  for  theni,  im- 
loya  dumping  them  in  with  idiots  and 
fejeblo-niindcd  children  on  jvauuttix  o  *., 
land  could  be  called  a  veBtige. 

PROPOSES  EXTREME  MEASURE. 

Mrs.  Aldon  boirowed  six  blind  babie* 
from  Randall's  island  and  experimented 
with  them  for  a  season.  She  became  des- 
perate and  decided  upon  a  plan  which, 
tor  the  first -time  in  years,  opened  the 
GA'cs  of  the  New  York  officials.  She 
went  to  the  mayor's  office  and  told  him 
that  she  bad  six  blind  babies  outside  and 
that  she  was  going  to  knock  them  in  the 
head  and  '  drop  them  over  Brooklyn 
bridge.  • 

M'ould  the  city's  executive  stand  by 
her?  At,  any  rate  he  listened  and  prom- 
ised to  take  up  the  matter  which  never 
before  had  entered  the  minds  of  the  city 
officials.  It  took  time  to  get  action. 
After  four  j-ears  of  hard  work  she  suc- 
ceeded in  having  a  bill  passed,  appropri. 
ating'a  fund  to  bo  used  in  establishing  a 
hpnie  for  the  dependent  blind  babies. 

Finally  she  succeeded  in  establishing 
^brabination  nursofies  and  homes  fov 
those  unf ortunateSi  The  children  were 
trained  to  reach  by  touch.  The  board  of 
education  became  interested  and  eventu- 
ally the  nursery  became  a  part  of  the 
Npw  York  educational  system.  Mrs. 
Alden  contended  that  because  a  child  was 
blind  there  was  no  reason  that  it  should 
be  deprived  of  an  education. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Smith,  assistant  in  the  state 
museum  of  natural  history,  readily  re- 
called the  facts  surrounding  Mrs.  Alden, 
or  Cynthia  Westover,  as  he  kneAv  her 
years  ago.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  family 
and  was  a  school  chum  of  Cynthia's 
brother,  Walter.  The  father  and  brother 
of  Mrs.  Aldeu  arc  now.  engaged  in  tha 
curio  business  in  Los  Angeles,  ^ 


'V\e-uJ    ^ortC.  >1.M.  .  Ke-r^loL. 


GIRL  WINS  AT  ALBANY" 

rte    Bachel    Askenaa    Hears    Vote 
That  Passes  Sunshine  Bill  fpr 
Her  Relief. 

[special   DHSPAjTCH    to    the    HBRA.LD.] 

Albany,  N.  Y,,  Tuesday.— Perched  on  the. 
arm    of    the    Lieutenant    Governor''s    high 
chair   behind    the    Senate    desk,    and    with , 
the    Lieutenant    Governor's    arm    thrown 
protectingly     around     her,     little     Rachel 
Askenas,   a   seven-year-old   blind   ward   of  [ 
thp   St,ate,   listened   eagerly   to-day   to  the ' 
«te  which  passed  the  bill  permitting  the 
international  Sunshine  Socieity  to  take  Her 
away  from  Randall's  Island  and  care  for 
her.    The  present  law  makes  no  provision 
for   blind    children    under    eight    years  ^f 
age   except  the   Randall's   Island   institu- 
tion. 

Escorted  by  a  member  of  the  Sunshine 
Society,  Rachel  made  a-  personal  plea  for 
the  bill.  Later  the  child  was  takpn  to 
Governor  Dix's  office,  where  argument  was 
made  for  the  bill.  h-i 


A  BH}  That  Should  Be  Made  a  Law. 

The  Legislature  was  treated  on  Tues- 
day to  an  experience  which  led  it  to 
cut  red  tape  and  to  reverse  conven- 
tional usage.  That  is  not  always  de- 
sirable, and,  indeed,  is  seldom  possible. 
There  are,  however,  times  and  condi- 
jtions  which  make  it  commendable  and, 
in  the  interest  of  humanity,  obligatory .j 
I  Nearness  of  the  LeglsiatuiO  to  final  adi 
journment  is  such  a  time.  Action  for 
the  intelligent  and  worthy  bUndchil- 
idren  of  the  State  presents  WS'^&Hmk- 
ptious  which  the  Legislature  deserves 
praise  for  meeting  promptly  and  unan- 
imously. 

The  Sunshine  Society  of  this  city, 
should  Governor  Dix  approve  the  meas- 
ure passed  yesterday,  will  be  able  here- 
after to  care  for  and  educate  such  blind 
children  under  the  age  of  twelve  years 
as  would  otherwise  be  sent  to  county 


almshouses,  where  their  culture  and 
uurture  could  not  receive  even  perfunc- 
tory attention.  The  desire  is  that  they 
be  cared  for  and  educated  by  the  so- 
ciety, I 

The  eleven-year-old  blind  child  whose  \ 
abilities  and  condition  appealed  to  the  I 
sympathy  and  admiration  of  both  leg- 1 
Islative   houses   constituted  "a  human  ' 
argument'  for  herself  and  for  her  com- 
panions  in    like   case,    by    which,    we 
hope,   the   Governor  will   be  as  favor- 
ably impressed  as  the  Senators  and  the< 
Assemblymen  were.    It  is  to  the  credit] 
of   the   organizations    of   all    religioussj 
bodies    that    their   sympathy    and    ap-1 
proval  are  enlisted  in  favor  of  such  ac-j 
tiou  as  the  lawmaking  bodies  yesterday 
unanimously   took.    An   illustration  of 
the  results  w*rought  for  humanity  anc 
the  infantile  blind  was  necessary,  anc 
the  opportunity  and  duty  of  the  societ; 
to  supply  proof  and  vindication  of  it 
purpose  were  happily  available. 

The  incident  shone  not  only  Avith  th 
luster  of  a  good  deed  in  a  Gradgrim 
world,  but  also  with  the  result  of  en 
abling  tne  Legislature  to  range  the  ac 
tlon  of  the  State  in  line  with  upllftin 
policies  of  amelioration  which  appeJj 
lo  the  sensibilities  of  all  humane  ajoM 
S^ljghtened  hearts.  »^0^  \ 


ByooK^Ii^-kv,  ».  t^.,   Cu-tr'u-TL.evu 


^ENATE  SEES  BiJJlDuWflL 

KU    Asked    for    by    the     Sunshine 
Society  Adopted. 

ALBANY.  March  13.— A  blind  girl  sjill 
beside  Lieut-enant  Governor  Conway 
yesterday  while  the  Senate  passed  a  bill 
permitting  the  International  Simshine 
Society  to  take  care  of  such  children 
under  the  a?e  of  eight  year.s. 

The  present  law  makes  no  privisioi^ 
for  such  unfortunates  and  in  New  Yorkj 
City  they  are  sent  to  Randall's  IslandJ 
whence  the  Sunshine  Society  took  thi^ 
girl  with  others.  They  are  oared  for  and 
educated  by  the  society  at  its  blind 
babies'  home  in   Brooklyn.  ', 


I  The  little  girl  'i\ho  captured  the  legis- 
jlation  uuder  adverse  circumstances,  for 
[there  was  opposition  to  the  bill,  is  Rachel. 
Askenas.  seven  .vears  old.  Under  th^ 
care  given  her  by  the  Sunshine  Society 
she  has  learned  to  play  a  piano  and  tc 
operate  a  typewritinj?  machine.  The  so- 
ciety intends  to  prepare  her  to  be  a 
teacher   of   the   blind. 

After  the  passage  of  the  bill  she  Avent 
with  Mrs,  Cynthia  Westover  Alden. 
president  of  the  National  Sunshine  So- 
ciety, and  Mrs.  John  D.  Whish.  president 


of  the  local  branch,  to  call  on  Governor 
Djp^nd  ask  him  to  sign  the  bill. 


BLIND  CHILD  ASKS  AID 

OF  GOVERNOR  DIX. 


Tiny   Girl   Registers  Approval    of   the 
International  Sunshine  Siociety  Bill. 


'^yi, 


ingest  lobbyist,"  a  little 
I  blind  girl,  led  through  the  corridors  of 
the  capitol  at  Albany,  yesterday,  by 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Weston  Alden,  president 
of  the  International  Sunshine  society, 
registered  lier  childish  approval  of  the 
enactment  of  the  bill  authorizing  the 
appaintment  of  blind  ^babies  and  chil- 
dren under  12  years  to  the  institu- 
tion of  the  Sunshine  society  and  their 
transfer  after  reaching  a  suitable  age 
t)  institutions  for  the  blind  in  New 
York  or  Batavia.  A  similar  bill  last 
year  was  passed,  but  was  vetoed  by 
the  governor,  says  the  Albany  Argus. 

As  the  blind  child  was  led  into  the 
executive  chamber  she  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  meet  Governor  DIx.  The  gov- 
ernor motioned  to  Mrs,  Alden  to  bring 
her  over  to  him.  Both  her  hands  went 
out  impulsively  when  she  was  told  the 
governor  of  New  York  state  was 
standing  before  her.  She  was  so  small 
that  Governor  Dix  bent  down,  extend- 
ing both  hands  as  he  greeted  her.  The 
chubby  hands  of  the  child  clung  long 
and  tightly  to  the  governor's  out- 
stretched'"hands  wTiile  she  told  him  she 
wanted  him  to  sign  the  bill  that  would 
help  her  and  other  blind  babies  to  ob- 
tain admission  to  the  society's  institu- 
tion, where  sunshine  radiates  and 
helps  to  lighten  the  burden  blindness 
imposes   upon  wee  sma'   babes. 


The  sigHtless  child's  appeal  affected! 
Governor  Dlx  as  it  did  every  one  who] 
saw  her  at  the  Capitol.  Big  men: 
forged  their  way  through  the  crowds 
of  suffragettes  who  filled  the  corridors 
around  noon  to  grasp  the  hands  of  the 
child,  and  ask  her,  though  they  knew 
it  well,  her  mission. 

Self  consciousness  born  of  her  afflic- 
tion was  one  of  the  characteristics  of 
the  little  blind  girl.  She  clung  con- 
stantly to  the  dress  of  Mrs.  Alden, 
who  mother-like  kept  up  with  her  a 
childish  conversation.  As  she  passed 
the  varius  objects  of  Interest  in  the 
capitol  corridor.s,  Mrs.  Alden  explained 
them  to  her.  The  child  frequently  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  feel  the  objects  of 
interest  and  her  guide  lifted  her  while 
she  carefully  explained  each  detail 
with  her  hands. 

She  was  an  object  lesson  to  the  met- 
ropolitan horde  which  invaded  the 
capitol  yesterday.  Interest  in  the 
cause  militant  as  expressed  by  some 
250  suffragettes  lagged  while  the  sight- 
less baby  was  led  by  the  hand  through^ 
the  capitol.  j 


^Af  LlffLE  BLIND  ^ 

RACHEL  ACCOMPLISHED^ 


Legislators  See  Sightless  Child  and, 
Pass  Bill  Providing-  for  Care  of 
Others  by  Sunshine  Society. 


MIvS. 


ALDKXS 


I 
ACTIMTY.' 


Little   Blind   na<  bel.  v».  ho  yjsited  the' 

capitol  at  Albany,  "N.  Y.,  March   14,  in 

company  with  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wcstover 

Alden,   president   of   the   Internationalji 

.Sunshine  ?0';iet^",  to  \'oi<o  her  approv-:^ 

al  of  the  bill  authorising  the  fippoint-'^ 

ment  of  blind  babies  and  rhJldren  un-.1 

der   12   years  of  age   to  the  inttitution  i 

jof      the    SuTishino    rioriety,      «'id'  their 

i transfer  after  reaching  a  suitable  age 

to    institutions    for    the    blind    in    Kew 

lYork    or    Batavia,    has    auccecded      in 

■■hor  effort.  .  I 

For  tlie  Wee  BHiid  ToLf^.  I 

>\       \n    the    past    t])e    New     York    statd 

/commissioner   of   education   could  notJ 

>ipnoin!    h'-r.)   'hildren   to   school  tliaig 


■■-■vr-  uiidpi-  tlio  aq-0  of  8.  The  l)ill  that 
Rachel  is  intorestod  in.  g-ives  him  the 
right  if  ho  thinks  it  wis?,  to  5<'iui  a, 
haby  for  special  rare  and  training  un- 
til it  reaches  the  age  of  8,  when  :\ 
may  i>^  transferred  to  the  instilutioni 
T'"^    older    r-hildren. 

Tliichcl  Was  Taken. 
r.ache).    herself,    was   taken    by   the. 
fr.tornational    Sunshine    society    from 
•^va'-.dall's   Island.   There   was  no  other 
..place  for  her.        New  York  city  sends 
tiii>  sightless  children  to  the  Sunshine 
pnsLitution.    luit    blind    babies    outside 
pf  the   rity   liniit.'^ .  have   had    to   strug- 
gle alon?;   as   best   tliey    could    until    s' 
j>cars  old. 

)  .\    Fine    Institution. 

i  ''ntil  a"  fow  years  aso  there  was  na 
•  institution  fully  equipped  for  the  care, 
maiirtenance  and  education  of  the 
rbaby  blind.  But  now  th'^'re  is  an  ex- 
^cepfcionally  fine  one.  known  as  tlip; 
Arthur  i-lome  for  Blind  Babies,  on 
PinegroA'e  avenue.  Summit,  X.  J.  It- 
is  a  large  stone  l)uilding:,  with  nur- 
sery, hospital,  home  and  kindergar- 
ten departments. 

Xc>vspapcr  Philanthi-opy. 
The  institution  is  maintained  by  the 
International  Sunshine  society,  the 
largest  philanthropic  newspaper  club 
in  the  world.  lleadquartors.  No.  96 
Pifth_avcnue.  New  York  city,  N.  Y. 
(,-%-.•—•-.  ,r.-  .,,11  tj)«  members  were 
'newspaper  writers,  but  since  the  dues 
Kif  >.•■•.  siiKl  tipody.  the  ranks  ha^e 
bec-n  joined  hy  good  people  from  all 
parts  ot  the  country.  These  news- 
paper workers  discovered  there  was 
no  provision  for  blind  babies;  that 
they  were  put  in  the  poor  houses  of 
the  different  counties,  or  sent  to  the 
idiot  departments  or  institutions  for 
fefble-minded. 

Mis.  Aldcn. 
•  'ynehia  "Wcstover  Alden.  a 
nev/spaper  writer  and  editor,  is  the 
president  of  this  f-ociety,  and  right- 
fully main  Lai  VIS  tliat  ■wc  have  no  right 
to  assume  that  a  child  has  no  brains 
becaus.^  it  is  blind.  The  society  has 
.proven  that  if  proper  care  and  train- 
ling  is  gi^■cn.  tlu'  blind  baby  will  grow 
up  int'»  3  beautiful  normal  health- 
I loving  '.'hi'd.  with  the  exception  that 
it  ha-?  nr>  eyesight.  The  .society  took 
the  so-branded  idiots  and  feeble- 
minded from  the  different  stales,  put 
them  in  the  'nstitution  and  gave  them 
:thc  best  care  and  training  tJiat  could 
;bo  secured,  and  has  proved  the  truth 
of  ATr.'-\  Alden's  .statement,  for  out  of 
icighty-two  cliildren  .'^'upposed  to  be 
bo  be.vond  all  help,  only  two  failed  to 
I  respond    to   the    triiining. 


BIvIXD  RACHKI.  AM)    LITTLE  FRIEND. 


I  RaiPCtl  Almost  $100,000.  ^ 

hi   'vO.^r   If.  --.'-:t9i'lisb   tlTC   irirtituiion 

Mrs.     Aldcn     raised     almost     $100,000, 

;.i!t     IV    «i!,     ;:^-;    .1"    other    JntercHt    at 

ib.>:.rl-   ■b;  •■    ' ' " '^  ':"->d  o!'  r^-'osf'  <-hiklren 

^■-,.^    •,.  ..-1    >r,"    ---iM-^P.        The    law    went 

Ihroush    at    All>any    without    one    op- 

.  >••■    *i-).5 

maintrnanco   of   blind   childx-en    in    the 

;  .,  .M,.,     M.r    fh> 

■      ;''M):ir     -^     dHV. 

She    hopes    that   such    a   law    may    be 

,,,    ..  ill   tne   Cinon. 

Rub   for   the   Ligrlit. 

I L    iias   also    been      discovered      thai 
ithe  mortality  among  the   blind   babies 
I  is    j-oniethini^r    ahkmins.         The    light 
litms^^r   is   ,i:reatcr    than   that   of   food, 
land  the  lilind  babies,  instead  of  suck- 
ing- their  thumbs,   dig'  their  little  fin- 
irerr:    into    the    eyes    and    rub    for    the 
light  (that  never  comes)  until  the  eye 
is    injured,    and    as      r      result      often 
blood   poison inj^  sets  in   and   the  baby 
dies. 
^  .Mother   Love  a    Hindrance. 

I^ove  and  money  will  not  save  a 
blind  baby's  mind.  The  very  mother 
love  that  hugs  tho  baby  closer  and 
closer  to  her.  is  the  greatest  enemy 
the  child  can  have.  Daily,  the  mother 
will  see  her  baby  grow  more  feeble 
and  feeble  right  under  her  eyes.  It 
takes  a  graduate  nurse  to  carry  out 
the  doctors  orders  as  to  its  physical 
care,  and  it  takes  a  graduate  kinder- 
■gartner  to  train  the  mind  that  should 
be  trained  daily,  yes.  hourly.  The 
mother  can  no  more  save  her  blind 
bab.v  from  becoming  feeble  in  mind 
that  shp  Vr^u  gi>'e  it  a  college  educa- 
[tion  and  do  her  other  duties  at  the 
(same  time. 

Unrestraint  Means  Idiocy. 

I      Help   toAvard    mental   unfolding  and 

normal   phA'sical   development  is  what 

the    blind    baby    needs,    rather      than 

I  pity;  and  pity  is  even  a  disadvantage. 

•in  that  it  saps  the  self-respect  of  an.\ 

human     being    to    be    pitied.     "Mother 

love"    in    the    home    too    often    shields 

the   blind  child   from   VA'hat  is  best  for 

it.        The    little    legs    are    unemployed, 

for  ^e"ar  of  a  fall    downstairs  or  some 

other    injury.        The    child    is    fed    on 

liquids    because    it    is    afraid    of    solids 

in    the    mouth,    even    of    sugar    lumps, 

instead    of   being   encouraged   to   chew 

and  digest  what  is  strengthening.  The 

picking    at    the    eyes,    common    to    all 

blind    children — a    perilous    phase    of 

the    sight    lust,    probably    producing    a 

pensation    like    the    "seeing    of    stars" 

rrom    a    fall^—goes    on    without    check' 

in   the   home.        The   mother   does   not 

understand    \hi.\t    it   mean:',   real    idiocy 

or   death    if   not   restrained. 


80,000    B!iiH!   Aduits. 

'I'herp  are  about  80.000  adult  blind 
in  the  t'nited  States.  How  many  died 
in  babyhood  i.s  apitiful  question.  Most 
of  the  adult  blind  are  absolutely  de- 
pendent pcr.sons.  without  srace,  witb- 
out  poise,  without  the  inner  life  that 
means  so  much  to  all  of  us.  the  life 
of  imagination  which  books  and 
thought  de\olop.  Taken  in  baby- 
hood they  miftht  in  many  cases  hav^ 
been  made  self-supportinR.  In  near- 
ly all  cases  their  lives  could  have  been 
rendered  richer,  fuller,  better  worth 
living. 

In  the  constructive  imagination  of 
the  author,  in  the  art  of  the  orator, 
in  mus''^'.  instrumental  or  vocal,  inter- 
pretative or  creatixe,  a  blind  person 
has  almost  an  equal  chance  with  one 
who  cyn  ECO.  l)ecause  of  the  mental 
con<;entration  easy  to  one  not  con- 
fused or  distracted  by  sight  images. 
Do  You  Know  a  Blind  Baby? 
if  you  know  of  a  blind  baby,  tell 
the  parents  of  the  Sunshine  institu- 
tion, where  it  can  be  sent  and  be 
saved  from  growing  up  feeble  in  mind 
aTjd  crippled  physically.  I^etters  di- 
rected to  Mrs.  Cynthia  Wcstovor  Ai- 
den.  No.  96  Fifth  avenue,  New  York 
city,  president-general.  International 
Sunshine  society,  or  to  Mrs.  Kate 
Coleman,  superintendent  of  the  Sum- 
mit ITome  for  Blind  Babies,  Pinegrove 
avenue.  Summit,  N.  J.,  will  receive 
prompt  attention. 


T\ew  Moy)C.  YVM,,  'Jyubw.yve 


STATE     AIDS     BLIND     CHILDREN 


Gov<>fnor  Signs  Bill  to  Educate  Them  m 
Sunshine  Society  Homes. 

.-iiibany,  March  22.— The  Governor  signed 
to-day  the  Seaker  bill  .providing  that  blind 
bubics  and  children  of  twelve  years  and 
under,  residing  in  New  York  City,  shall  be 
eligible  tor  appointment  as  stale  pupils  in 
one  of  the  homes  for  .blind  babies  and  chil- 
dren maintained  ly  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  and  that  any  such  child  may 
be  transferred  to  institutions  for  the  blind 
in  New  York  City  and  Eatavia  upon  arriv- 
ing at  a  suitable  age. 


"RooK^sre-r.  rV.  W-  Gh-ro>^^'>^^- 


IMBECIUTY  IN 
^  BABIES  AVERTED 

— ^ 

Training    Does  It,  Head  of 
Sunshine  Society  Says. 


MAYOrS  ASSISTANCE  ASKED 


City's  Chief  Executive  Urged  to 
Request  Governor  Dix  to  Sign 
Bill  Permitting  Sending  of  In- 
fants    to    Society's     Institution 

The  three  local  circles  of  tiic*  Interna- 
tional S-tinshine  Society  held  a  meeting 
yesterday  afternoon  in  Powers  Hotci 
t-a  appoint  <?i-»mu-)ittees  for  tho  com  in  j: 
coiiv<^ntion  of  Hie  orj;anizutioii  iu  this 
city  next  May.  The  oliair  Avas  occupied 
•by  Mrs,  P.  T.  I^uitwieler,  prt^sIde.nt  of 
Hub  Circle  and  "Chairwoman  of  the  coc- 
rentioD.  committee. 

A  letter  from  'Afrs.  Oyntliia  Wcstovcr 
Alden,  president-gieneral  of  the  society, 
whose  headquarters  are  in  New  York 
city,  ieaid  that  she  had  spent  several 
days  of  late  in  Albany  nrginjr.  favorable 
treatment  by  the  I^egisiatnre  of  the  blind 
baby  bill.  This  bill,  she  said,  has  passed 
both  houses  and  ^vas  at  present  upon 
Governor  Dirs's  desk.  Mrs.  Ahlen  de- 
sired to  have  Mayor  Edgerton  tolcgi-aph 
the  Grovernar,  askinj?  his  signature  to 
the  bill.  It  is  pointed  out  that  Governor 
Dix  lias  only  until  next  Fridiiy  to  <:-on- 
sider  it. 

Provisions  of  Bill. 

ITie  'bill  provides  that  the  state  Com- 
mis.<-ioner  of  PMuoalion.  .Vndrev/  S. 
Draper  can  send  hliad  oliildven  who  live 
in  the  state,  out«*rre  of  im?  city  of  New 


■York,  to^flic  itistitiition  of  tlie' Sunshine 
•Society  for  care  nntil  they  are  old 
enough  to  be  taken  into  tha^pnblic 
snliools  or  to  other  institutions  for  the 
•ofirc  of  oVck^r  l>lin(l.  At  pre-^^i^int  the  law 
will  not  permit  tlie  Commissioner  to  send 
a  ehild  under  S  .Tears?  of  a?e  to  the  in- 
stitution. Inrt  if  the  bill  now  -IfeCore  the 
Governor  is  passed  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  will  use  his  discretion  as  to 
when  it  is  pmper  to  send  the  i'hild,  and 
tlie  state  avIU  pa.v  $1  a  day  for  its  care. 
Many  blind  children,  it  is  claimed,  do 
not  devolop  mentally  because  they  are 
not  given  proper  training  early  enough 
in  life,  and  it  is  held  that  the  proposed 
law  would  prevent  some  imbecility  in 
the  ,b]ind. 

"I  am  sure  that  the  Mayor  of  yonr 
city  will  (be  glad,"  say«  Mrs.  Aldeo,  "to 
do  this.  He  has  alroad.y  written  us  so 
many  channing  letters.  I  think  he  mnst 
be  a  man  who  will  want  to  help  us  save 
the  babicis.  Tell  him  Ave  have  taken  al- 
most one  hundred  children  that  had  teen 
cast  aside  as  idiots  and.  by  givinsr  them 
special  care,  we  saved  all  but  two." 

Mrs.  Alden  say.s  that  she  looks  for- 
ward to  a  snccessfnl  rallv  in  this  city, 
She  points  out  to  her  fellow-members 
that  delegates  vary  'considerably  in  num- 
ber at  different  annual  conventions'.  One 
year  they  taxed  the  Waldorf-Astoria, 
while  at  Niagara  Fa:ILs  there  were  only 
500.  Mrs.  Alden  thinks  that  a  good 
many    will    attend,    and    she    also    looks 

^or  northern  deleaiates  and  residents  of 

mie  New  England  states. 

(r  Some  Social  Activities. 

A  mnsicale  wUI  be  given  in   Powenr' 
Hotel  on  April  r2th  nnder  the  auspices  J 
of    Elm    Circle.      Mrs.    Charles   Inshaw^j 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  having  thi« 
in  charge.     A  card  pnrty  will  be  held  "by^ 
the   local   circles    at   the    Pinnacle  Club  ' 
here  on  March  28th,  for  which  a  charge 
of  25  cents  will  be  made.     Several  prizes 
will  be  awarded  to  the     succestsful  con- 
testants. 

The  other  convention  officers  are: 
Mr«.  H.  B.  Howell,  secretarj^:  Mrs. 
Charles  Inshaw,  treais-urer;  Mrs.  A.  Hen- 
urix,  ■chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Solraerby,  chair-, 
man  of  the  Publicity  Committee.  Mrs/: 
A.  W.  Wood,  chairman  of  Transporta- 
tion Committee  and  Mrs.  George  Iv. 
Andrus,  chainu&u  of  Entertainment 
Committee. 

The  society  intends  to  finance  thp  con- 
vention without  asking  any  subscriptions 


from  local  merchauts.  Seyoral  contribn- 
tions  have  already  boen  received,  r.Vf} 
the  coramittee  in  charge  is  grati^fn;  i  >r 
any  assistance.  In  case  the  tre-usury  i^ 
depleted  by  the  undertaking  the  Dusiness 
men  may  be  asked  to  assist.  3 


i 


A^i 


f  Id^-TQ^i^       %3-^      I   ^    i   2^. 
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Goifernor  Telephoned  Little  Blind 
lobbyist  and  Received  Ap- 
preciative Reply 


SUCCESS  AHRIBUTED  TO 
VISIT  OF  SIGHTLESS  CHILD 


When  News  Was  Received  In  Home^ 
of   International    Sunshine     Society 
Kachel  Askenas  Called  for  Cheers 
for  Governor — Prorisions  of  Iiaw. 


Governor  Blx  has  signed  the  ^lind 
baby  bill.  It  provides  for  the  commit- 
ment of  blind  children  under  the  age 
of  eight  years  to  Institutions  main- 
tained by  the  International  Sunshine 
society. 

Rachel  Askenas,  a  Itttlo  blind  girt 
who  Is  under  the  car©  oi!  tne'lsoclety 
in  New  York  city  and  who  was  intro- 
duced  to  Croveirnor  Dlx  a  few  days  ago, 
sat  at  the  side  of  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor Conway  as  the  bill  was  passed  In 
the  Senate. 

Rachel  received  a  telegfam  from 
Seymour  Van  Santvoord,  the  gover- 
nor's counsel,  Informing  her  of  the 
[signing  of  the  bill.  The  telegram  waa^ 
[sent  to   her    because  of    her  activitji 


her©  which  resulted*  in  the  unanimous 
vote  In  both  houses  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  although  It  was  defeated  last 
year. 

fcFrom  the  International  Sunshine  so- 
fciety,  96  Fifth  avenue,  ghe  telegraphed 
the  following  reply  yesterday  after- 
noon to  (governor  Dix: 

"I  thank  you  so  much  .for  signing 
the  bill  for  the  blind  J^abies.  Mr.  Van 
Santvoord  sent  rne  the  telegram.  It  is 
the  first  I  ever  got  in  my  life.  Mrs. 
Alden  is  going  to  have  it  framed  and 
hung  in  my  room  right  over  my  type- 
writer. I  called  the  children  together, 
the  babips  and  nurses,  too,  and  did 
you  hear  them  give  three  cheers  for 
Governor  Dix!  We  all  screamed  out 
just  as  loud  as  we  could.  We  will  love 
ycu  forever  and  ever.  / 

"LITTLE    BLIND    RACHEL." 
A  SUCCESSFUL  LOBBYIST. 

When  in  Albany  with  Mrs.  Cynthia 
WestoK''er  Alden,  president  general  of 
the  Intennational  Sunshine  society, 
Rachel  was  led  through  the  Senate' 
chamber  by  Senator  Timothy  D.  Sul- 
livan, who  introduced  her  to  his  col- 
leaguesw  As  a  lobbyist  she  was  not  to 
be  resisted  and  won  the  support  of 
every  legislator  who  gave  her  a  hear- 
ing. She  had  a  long  Interview  with 
Governor  Dix,  and  his  approval  of  the 
bill  was  taken  for  granted  by.  its 
advocates. 

The  blind  baby  bill  provides  that 
the  education:  of  blind  children  shall 
begin  in  their  infancy.  It  does  not  ap- 
ply to  New  York  city,  where  this  plan 
is  already  in  operation.  The  theory  of 
the  law  has  been  that  children  are 
not  ready  to  be  sent  to  school  till  they 
are  eight,  years  old.  In  consequeYice 
blind  children  under  the  age  of  eight 
years  have  not  been  received  in  any 
of  the  state  educational  institutions, 
although  the  training  received  in  the 
first  eight  years  of  their  lives  is  all 
important. 

WORK  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

"A  child  blind  in  infancy,"  said  Mrs* 
Alden  yesterday,  "cannot  live  to  eight 
years  without  special  care  and  not  be- 
come an  idiot  or  feeble-minded." 

The  International  Sunshine  society 
in  1908  obtained  a  law  in  New  York 
city  providing  instruction  for  depen- 
,dent  blind  children  in  their  earliest 
years.  Later  this  was  extended  to 
give  such  instruction  to  all  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  city,  whether  dependent 
or  not.  ; 

Rachel  Askenas  was  taken  from  the! 
home  at  Randall's  Island  for  the  tripl 
to  Albany.  She  left  the  Dyker  Heightiij 
Blind  Babies'  home  several  years  a&o,1 
and  Bince  then  has  attended  the  Thir- 
ty-fourth  street  school,   although  she 


*B   temporarily   out    of    school    on    ac- 
count of  poor  health. 

Strong-  supporters  of  the  bin  were 
Speaker  Merritt,  Attorney  Gen.^ral 
Carmody,  Commissioner  of  Labor 
Whalen,  Dr.  Thomas  Darlington.  John. 
Arbuckle,  Martin  W.  Littleton,  Dr. 
Wendell  C.  Phillips,  president  of  the] 
state  medical  board;  J.  B.  Greenhut, 
the  Rev.  Robert  Collyer,  Dr.  Martin 
Summerbell.  Dr.  St.  Clair  McKelway 
and  Major  John  William  Tumbridge.  j 


J~\  a. T- "t  jk o -r cL  ,    Co 


^ 


vw  a.  s . 


■VnaL-y-ck.     2.3..    1^12^. 


OTX    SKiXS    BLIXD    BABIKS    BILL. 

^in?^^?.ic'liol      StMuls      Tclc^rani      of 
Thanks   lo  i\w  Ciovcnior. 


.Jus.t  bclore  leaviny:  Albany  yester- 
day  CrO\:ernor  Dix  approved  what  is 
known  as  the  blind  baby  bill,  it  i? 
an  act  to  amend  the  education  law 
relative  to  the  kindergarten  training 
and  instruction  .ol"  blind  1-abies  and 
children,  providing  for  theJjlind  babies 
not  living  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
making  them  eligible  to  appointment 
as  Slate  pupils  in  one  of  tlie  homes 
for  blind  babies  and- -♦.^liildren  main- 
tained by  the  international  Sunshiur 
society,  the  Brooklyn  Home  for  the 
Blind  and  Catholic  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  • 

The  children  may  be  transferred  to 
the  institutions  for  the  blind  in  the 
city  of  Xev/  York  and  in  the  village 
of  Batavia  upon  arriving  at  suitable 
age  and  in  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
rhissioner  of  education.  The  act  will 
take    effect    immediately. 

,  tJp  to'  the^  present  time  the  state 
commissioner  of  education  could  not 
ap}>oint  blind  children  under  8  years 
to   any .  educational   institution. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  pres- 
ident-general of  the  International  Sun- 
shrtie  society,  wag  instrumental  iii 
getting  a  law  passed  In  1908  that  pro- 
vided for  the  dependent  New  York  city 
children  and  later  the  public  schools 
were  opened  to  the  blind  children  with 
homes.    . 

The  city  children  therefore  being 
provided  for,  the  present  law  does  not 
include  the  children  of  the  metropot 
lis. 


J 


Last  week  little  Rachel  Askenas.  on 
of  the  blind  children  taken  from  Ran-i 
dall's  island,  accompanied  Mrs.  Alden** 
to  Albany,  where  they  appeared  at  the 
committee  meetings  and  stayed  until 
the  bill  had  passed  both  houses,  which 
•t  did  unanimously. 


RacheVs    telegram    to    the    sovernor 
in  answer  to  one  sajins    that   her  bill 
had  passed  is  as  follows: 
His  Excellency,  the  Hon.  John  A.  Dix. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York] 

Executive  Mansion.  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Goverr^tr  Dix:  I  thank  you 
so  niuc'h  for  signing-  the  bill  for  the 
blind  babies.  Mr.  Van  Santvoord  sent 
mr  a  telegram.  It  is  the  first  I  ever 
got  in  my  life.  Mrs".  Alden  is  going- 
to  have  it  framed  and  hung  in  mvi 
room  right  over  my  typeAvriter.  T 
called  the  children  together,  the  ba- 
bies and  nurses,  too,  and  did  you  hear 
them  give  three  cheers  for  Governor? 
Dix.'  We  all  screamed  out  just  a^ 
lo^<l  as  we  could.  We  will  love  yoi 
fore\er  and  ever. 


E-rooh:iv/^,  rt,  ^.,  £^^l^ 
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llX  kNS  "BLfND  BABY  BILL" 


How  Little  Blind  Ra^glpeUiHelped 

In     Getting*  Measure 

Passed. 


%H'* 


Just  before  leaving  the  Capitol  yester-  ■ 
day  Governor  Dix  approved  what  is 
known  to  the  general  public  as  the  "Blind 
Baby  bill."  It  is  an  act  to  amend  the 
education  law  relative  to  the  kindergar- 
ten training  and  instruction  of  blind 
babies   and   children,   providing  for  ^he 

^nij  iilWltllliiiftflLJr"^'^ '""  ^"  *^®  City  orN^I^ 

York,  maYirig'  Ifie^  eligible  to  appoint- 
ment as  State  pupils  in  one  of  the  homes 
for  blind  babies  and  children  maintained 
by  the  International  Sunshine  Society, 
the  Brooklyn  Home  for  the  Blind,  and 
Catholic  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  thesfi 
children  may  be  transferred  to  the  Insti- 
tutions for  the  blind  in  the  City  of  New 
York  and  the  village  of  Batavia,  upon 
arriving  at  suitable  age,  and  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion. The  act  will  take  effect  immedi- 
ately. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president 
general  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Societies,  which  founded  the  blind  babies 
homes,  was  instrumental  in  getting  a  law 
passed  in  1908  that  provided  for  the  de- 
pendent New  York  City  children,  and 
later  the  public  schools  were  opened  to 
the  blind  children  w'ith  homes.  N 


Little  Blind  Rachel, 

ChlM    Who   Got    Bin    Passed   for   Education    of 
Blind    Tots. 


Last  week  little  Rachel  Askenas,  one 
of  the  blind  children  taken  from  Ran- 
dall's Island,  accompanied  Mrs.  Alden  to 
Albany,  where  they  appeared  at  the  com- 
mittee meetings  and  stayed  until  the  bill 
had  passed  both  houses,  which  it  did 
unanimously.  Little  Rachel  accompanied 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  to  his  seat  In 
the  Senate  and  declared  in  her  sweet  lit- 
tle voice,  "the  Blind  Baby  bill  unani- 
mously passed."  There  was  scarcely  a 
dry  eye  in  the  Senate  when  Rachel  made 
her  way  down-  the  steps  and  was  led  off 
by  Mrs.  Alden  to  see  the  Governor.  Gov- 
ernor Dix  gave  her  a  long  interview. 
When  she  was  questioned  afterward,  she 
remarked  that  she  knew  the  Governor 
would  sign  the  bill  because  he  had  a 
kind  voice;  that  he  held  her  hand  a  long 
time,  just  as  if  he  liked  her. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society  Is 
tile  largest  purely  philanthropic  organiza- 
tion in  the  world,  with  headquarters  at  96 
Fifth  avenue,  Manhattan.  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  the  president  general, 
gives  her  services  entirely  to  the  cause, 
and  says  it  is  wortn  living  to  have  had 
a  part  in  New  York  State  being  the  first 
.-^tato  in  the  United  States  to  make  laws 
providing  for  the   care.  Dflaintenance  an^ 


education   of  cljildren  from   the   day   they 
are  blinded. 

Other  earnest  workers,  in  getting-  the 
bill  passed,  w.^ro:  Speaker  Merritt.  As-' 
semblyraan  Seaker.  Attorney  Genera 
Carmody,  Senators  Cronin,  Coats,  Cobb 
Timothy  Sullivan.  Christopher  Sulli 
van,  Du'iamol,  Ihomas,  Harden,  Git 
tins.  John  S.  Whalen,  Depiity  Com 
sioner  of  Labo!  ;  Dr.  Thomas  Dar 
lingron,  John  Arbuckle,  Martin  W" 
Lltilcton,  Dr.  Wendell  C.  Phillipfl 
president  of  the  Medical  State  Board;  J 
B.  Greeuhut,  the  Rev.  Robert  Collyet 
Dr.  Martyn  Summerbell,  president  o 
Starkey  Seminary:  Dr.  St.  Clair  McKel 
way  and  Major  John  W.  Tumbrldge.      Jjj 
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DIX'SIGNS  BLIND  BABIES  BILL. 

Little  Rachel  Sends  Telegram  of  Thanks 
to    the    Governor. 

Just  before  leaving  Albany  yesterday 
Gov.  Dix  approved  what  is  kiiovyn  as  the 
blind  baby  bill.  It  is  an  r.ct  to  amend  the 
education  law  relative  to  the  kindergarten 
training  and  instruction  of  blind  babies 
and  children,  providing  for  the  -  blind 
babies  not  living  in  the  city  of  Js'^ew  York, 
making  them  eligible  to  appointment  as 
State  pupils  in  one  of  the  homes  for  blind 
babies  and  children  maintained  by  the 
International  Sunsliine  Society,  the 
Brooklyn  Home  for  the  BUnd  and  Catholic 
Institute  for  the  Blind.  ' 

The  chilch-en  may  be  transferred  to  the 
institutions  for  the  blind  in  the  city  of  New 
York  and  in  the  village  of  Bata"\da  upon 
arriving  at  suitable  age  and  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion. The  act  will  take  effect  immedi- 
ately. ! 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  State  Com-  ; 
missioner    of   Education    could   not   ap-  \ 
point  blind  children  under  8  years  to  any 
educational  institution. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  presi- 
dent-general of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society,  was  instrumental  in  getting 
a  laAv  passed  in  1908  that  pro^dded  for  tlie 
dependent  New  York  city  children  and 
later  the  pubUc  schools  were  opened  to 
the  blind  children  with  liomes. 

The  city  children  therefore  being  pro- 
vided for,  the  present  law  does  not  include 
JJiechildren  of  the  metropolis. 


Last  -week  little  Rachel  Askeiias,  one  oT 
the  blind  children  taken  from  Randall  s 
Island,  accomflanied  IVIrs.  Alden  to  Albany, 
where  they  appeared  at  the  committee 
meetings  and  stayed  until  the  bill  had 
passed  both  houses,  which  it  did  unani- 
mously. 

Rc.chei'R  telegram  to  the  Governor  in 
answer  to  one  saying  that  her  bil^  had 
passed  is  as  follows: 

His     Excellency    the     Hon.    John    A.    Dix, 

Governor    of    the    !itate    of    New    York, 

Executive  Mansion,  Albany,  N.  Y.: 

Dear  Gov.  Dix— I   thank  you  so  much 

for  signinsr  the   bill  for  the  blind  babies. 

Mr.  VanSantvoord  sent  me  a  telegram.  Jt  is 

the  j'irst  J  ever  pot  in  iny  life.   Mrs.  Alden  is 

^oiixg  to  have  it  framed    and  hung  in  ray 

room  right  over  my  typewriter.  1  called  the 

children  together,  the  babies  and  nurses, 

1  too,  and  did  you  hear  them  give  three  cheers 

Ufor  Gov.  Dix?    We  all  screamed  out  just  as 

»ud  as  we  could.    We  Avill  love  you  forever 

iJlll^ever.  Little  Blind  Rachel.^ 


CL  ^  b  cU  >v.  1/  ,    TL.   if^.  ^    J  t^vv\  •€>  S  -     iXvuu 
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MBS.    AZiDEir   COMXNG. 

The  members  of  the  Woman's  club 
have  been  Invited  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing- of  the  Albany  Mothers'  club, 
Tuesday,  at  the  Y.  W^  C  A.,  when  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  organizer  of 
the  International  Sunshine  society, 
will  be  the  speaker.  Mrs.  Alden's  sub- 
ject will  be  "When  Should  the  EjJ^ya^ 
tion  of  Blind  Babies  Begin?"     A  musi- 

C.  Tl.  Xyindfay  and  Mrs.  Edward  Loeb, 
who  through  the  courtesy  cf  Cluett  & 
Sons  and  D.  B.  Kinsley  will  provide  a 
Victrola.  The  numbers  will  include 
the  quartet  from  Rigolette  by  Verdi, 
"Open  the  Gates  on  the  Temple;  Ber- 
ceuse from  "Joclyn,"  and  the  "In- 
flammatus"  by  Rossini.  The  hostesses 
will  he  INIrs.  E.  Darwin  Jenison  and 
Mrs.   Isabelle  McEwan  Pruyn. 

The  International  Sunshine  branch 
for  the  blind  was  founded  in  Febru- 
ary, 1904,  by  Mrs.  Alden  and  Mrs,  Tre- 
gear,  with  the  idea  of  establishing  a 
nursery  and  kindergarten  for  blind 
children.  vSince  that  time  the  work 
has  become  widespread.  Mrs.  Alden 
will  tell  of  this  work  and  cite  actual 
rGxpcriei^ces. 


RACHEL  ASKERTAS,  BLIND  uiku 

•^       PFHO  LOBBIED  FOR  SEAKER  BILL 


DIX  SIGNS  BILL  TO  AID 
STATE'S  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Measure    Was    Passed    by    "Lobbying"    of 

Seven    Year   Old    Girl    in 

Legislature. 

Governor  Dix  yesterday  signed  the 
Seaker  bill,  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  blind  children  under  twelve  years  old 
to  homes  maintained  by  the  International 
Sunshine  society.  The  bill  was  passed 
March  12  under  unusual  circumstances, 
the  "lobbyist"  being  small  Rachel  As- 
kertas,  a  seven  year  old  blind  girl,  who 
has  received  her  education  in  one  cf  the 
Sunshine  society's  institutions.  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  president  of 
the  International  Sunshine  society,  was 
interested  in  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and 
I  when  it  was  to  come  before  the  house 
'she  brought  the  girl  to  Albany  and  pre- 
jsented  her  to  Speaker  Merritt,  The  sight 
jof  this  living  example  or  what  the  insti- 
tutions for  the  education  of  the  blind 
icould  do  fired  the  speaker  with  enthu- 
siasm and  the  bill  was  passed  in  the 
assembly  and  sent  to  the  senate.  In  the 
upper  house  the  bill  was  buried,  but 
Lieutenant  Governor  Conway,  with  the 
little  gii'l  sitting  beside  him  ordered  the 
bill  to  be  taken  up  out  of  Its  order,  and 
soon  Rachel  herself  announced  that  it 
liad*  passed.  ; 

!  The  bill  provides  for  children  not  liv-  j 
\ng  in  New  York  city,  for  whom  the  State  j 
tsi  to  pay  a  dollar  a  day  for  their  ma:n- 
wnance  and  education.  Mrs.  Alden,  who 
ifi  to  come  to  Albany  next  week,  has  been 
Jjubilant  over  the  passage  of  the  bill, , 
vhlch  was  railroaded  through  the  legis- 
ature  at  such  amazing  speed,  and  was 
lelegraphed  the  news  last  night  that  it 
liad  been  signed  by  the  governor. 

Rachel  Askertas,  the  child  who  ap- 
pealed for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  has 
jjeen.  taught  in  the  school  to  use  the 
typewriter  and  to  play  the  piano.  The 
fact  that  the  bill  just  passed  will  put 
liundreds  of  other  blind  children  in  th( 
'way  of  an  education  is  fully  appreciate! 
'bv  all  sunshine  workers.       ,  i 
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Gov.  Dix  has  done  well  to  sign 
the  bill  providing  for  instruction  by 
the  State  of  sightless  children  from 
theim.ieiancy.  l^'fH  U  lUmyUi'e  Which 
has  the  approval  of  all  authorities. 
Heretofore  dependent  sightless  chil- 1 
dren  under  eight  years  could  not  be 
received  in  any  of  the  State's  edu- 
cational institutions,  and  this  fact 
severely  handicapped  a  class  which 
is  alreay  suffering  from  a  grievous 
affliction.  The  years  lost  by  reason 
of  the  old  law  could  not  be  made 
up  afterward.  Moreover,  it  is  de- 
clared, that  deferred  education  of 
blind  children  frequently  results  in 
feeble-mindedness. 


MONDAY   AFTERNOON.    APRIL    1,    1912.1 
THE  BLIND   GIRL-LOBBYIST.  % 


How  Little  Rachel  Askenae  Got  a  Unani- 
mous Vote  From  the  New     York  State 
Senate   and    Assembly — Sitting   in      the. 
Lieutenant   Governor's    Chair — Her   In-, 
tervlew  V.'ith  Governor  Dix — A  Trojaai 
"Was  Her  Chief     Helper  in  Securing:     a" 
Law  for   Educating  Blind  Babies — The 
;       Gratitude  of  Sightless  Children. 
f  Special  Correspondence  of  The  Troy  Times. 
Albany,  April  1.— The  story  of  Rachel' 
Askenas,   twelve   years    old     and     blind 
from  birth,  and  how  she  lobbied  for  th©;, 
blind      babies'     bill  ^probably     has     no, 
('parallel  in  interest  and  sentiment  in  the' 
,  annals  of  the  State  Leg-islature.     It  ap- 
peals with  additional  force  to  the  people^ 
of   Troy   for  the   reason   that   a  Trojan,' 
Seymour  Van  Santvoord,  the  Governor's 
.  legal    adviser,    figured    conspicuously    in 
I  the  steps   that    marked   the   progress   of 
I  the    measure.      In    fact,    the    little    blind 
girl   selected  Mr.  Van  Santvoord  as  her 
special   champion,   and  a  strong  attach- 
ment 'sprang  up  betwe.en  them.     He  haa 
in    his   possession     letters     and     photo- 
graphs sent  to  him  by  Rachel  from  tim« 
to   time  that  he  values  highly  and  wilt 
ever  cherish  as  mementos  of  one  of  the 
^happie^t   and   most   impressive  incidents 
kof  his  career. 

Provisions  of  the  Bill. 
In  substance  tlie  blind  baby  bill  pro- 
vides for  the  instruction  in  state  educa- 
tional institutions  for  the  blind  children 
of  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  under. 
Heretofore,  except  in  New  York  city,, 
the    institution    could    not     receive      the 

i children  until  they  reached  the  -age  of 
eight  years.  The  importance  of  th^ 
measure  can  be  appreciated  from  the 
statement  made  by  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  President  General  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  that  a 
child  blind  in  infancy  cannot  live  to 
eight  years  without  special  care  and  not 
become  an  idiot  or  feeble-minded. 
The  Youngrest  Lobbyisi. 
It  was  Mrs.  Alden  who  took  Rachel  tp* 
the    Capitol   at   Albany,   where   she   ap- 


peared    as    the    youngest    lobbyist    ever 

seen    In   the  Legislature,     and     a    little 

heroine  working  for  the  cause  of  blind 

babies.     To    the    Oovernor,     Lieutenant 

Governor,    Senators    and     Assemblymen 

and  all  state  officials  she  advocated  the 

bill.      She    captured    all    hearts    and    all 

votes.     She.    attended      the     committee 

hearings  and  listened  attentively  to  all 

arguments. 

In  the  Chair. 

When  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  she 
was  lifted  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Con- 
way into  his  chair,  and  she  was  delighted 
when  told  that  every  Senator  had  voted 
for  the  blind  babies.  The  measure  was 
unanimously  passed  in  the  Assembly 
also,  although  last  year  a  similar  bill 
was  defeated  in  both  houses.  All  agreed 
that  the  result  made  the  little  blind  girl 
the  most  successful  lobbyist  of  the  ses- 
sion. 

Meeting:  the   Governor. 

TVhen  Mrs.  Alden  took  Rachel  to  the 
executive  chamber  Governor  Dix  mo- 
tioned to  have  the  blind  girl  brought  to 
him.  Both  her  hards  went  out  im- 
pulsively when  told  that  the  Governor 
of  the  great  state  of  New  Tork  was 
standing  before  her.  When  the  Governor, 
bent  to  take  her  chubby  palms  she  clung 
long  and  tightly  to  his  outstretched 
hands  while  she  told  him  how  she 
wanted  him  to  sign  the  bill  that  would 
help  her  and  other  blind  babies  to  obtain 
admission  to  the  Sunshine  Society's 
School  and  other  state  educational  insti- 
tutions, In  which  kind  people  helped  to 
lighten  the  burden  imposed  by  blindness. 
The  little  one  was  eloquent  in  her  ap- 
peal, and  the  Governor  was  deeply 
touched,  as  were  all  others  who  met  her 
at  the  Capitol. 

One  of  the  Brightest. 

Rachel  is  one  of  the  brightest  of  blind 
children.  She  was  taken  from  the  home 
at  Randall's  Island  for  the  trip  to  Al- 
bany. She  left  the  Dyker  Heights  Blind 
Babies'  Home  several  years  ago  and 
since  then  has  attended  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Street  School  in  New  York,  al- 
though she  is  temporarily'  away  from  her 
studies  on  account  of  poor  health.  She 
is  far  ahead  of  ma'^y  seeing  children  of 
her  age.  As  she  went  about  th-j  Capitol 
there  was  noted    in    her    demeanor  the. 


self -consciousness  characteristic  of  the 
blind.  She  clung  constantly  to  Mrs. 
Alden's  gown,  and  the  latter  engaged  her 
in  light  conversation  nearly  all  the  time 
to  keep  her  attention  attracted  and  her 
thoughts  from  herself.  In  passing  th^e 
various  objects  of  interest  in  the  corri- 
dors, Mrs.  Alden  explained  them  to  her 
charge,  who  asked  many  questions  and 
frequently  expressed  a  desire  to  feel  the 
objects  under  discussion. 


L 


LITTLE   RACHBL  ASKENAS. 
The  Blind  Girl-Lobbyist. 


Letter  to  GoTcmor. 

From  the  beginning  Mr.  Van  Sant- 
voord  became  profoundly  interested  in 
the  little  blind  girl  and  her  mission  and 
gave  her  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 
After  the  bill  had  passed  he  wrote  to 
the  Chief  Executive  as  a  private  citizen 
a  letter  couched  in  language  both  serious 
and  jocose,  in  which  he  appealed  to  the 
Governor  to  sign  the  bill.  The  Governor 
acknowledged  the  communication,  stat- 
ing that  he  could  not  have  resisted  such 
an  appeal  anyway,  but  had  already 
made  up  his  mind  to  sign  the  measure. 


When  the  Bill  Wm  Signed.  i 

As  soon  as  the  Governor  had  attached^! 
his  signature  to  the  bill  Mr.  Van  Sant-  j 
voord   sent   a   telegram    to    Rachel    an-  : 
nouncing  the  fact.    In  reply  he  riceived 
the   following   by   telegraph   from   Supi- 
mit,  N.  J.: 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord— I  have  just' 
received  the  telegram  and  have  sent  one 
to  Governor  Dix.  My  letter  is  almost 
finished.  I  love  you  very  much,  Mr.  Van! 
Santvoord,  and  so  do  all.  our  babies. 
Your  little  friend.  RACHEL." 

Rache!  Telegraplis  the  Governor. 

To  Governor  Dix  Rachel  sent  the  fol- 
lowing telegram: 

"I  thank  you  so  much  for  signing  the! 
bill  for  the  blind  babies.  Mr.  Van  Sant-, 
voord  sent  me  the  telegram.  It  is  the! 
first  I  ever  got  in  my  life.  Mrs.  Aldenj 
Is  going  to  have  it  framed  and  hung 
in  my  room  right  over  my  typewriter.  I 
called  the  children  together,  the  babiesi 
and  nurses,  too,  and  did  you  hear  them 
give  three  cheers  for  Governor  Dix?? 
fWe  all  screamed  out  just  as  loud  as  wel 
could.  We  will  love  you  forever  and 
[ever. 

"L.ITTLE   BLIND   RACHEL." 

Blind  Girl  as  a  Typeivritcr. 

The   day    before  the   Governor    signed; 

the   bill   Mr.    Van    Santvoord   received   a] 

typewritten   letter  from   Rachel   that   in| 

rconstruction    and  mechanical   workman- J 

'ship  would  be  a  credit  to  any  child  of,^ 

her    years    blessed    with    the    powers    of^ 

vision.     It  follows:  ..  .1 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord:  ■ 

"Mrs.  Alden  would  n't  wait  for  me  to ! 

write  a  letter.    I  had  a  good  time  in  Al-  | 

bans',  and  liked  you  be^  of  all  the  peo-  ] 

pie.    The  Governor  had  a  kind  voice,  and  I 

I  liked  him,     too,  but,  well,   I    guestf    I| 

likea  fivecybcAi^     .We  pJay  I/s«i£l3iiire  I 

;now  at  tho  Blind    Badies'    Home    evei-y 

'afternoon.    Yesterday  I  v  was    Mr.    Van 

!  Santvoord,  and  Baby  Hdlen  wanted  me 

i  to  coax  our  teacher  to   let  her  stay  up : 

;  last  night  and  join  the  dancing  with  U9. 

[We  made  out  a  bill  for  the  teacher  to  j 

Uign,  and  she  signed   it  all  right.     Just, 

now,  she  said,  she    would  n't    start    the 

fashion  of  vetoing,  so   we  are  going  to 

ihave  a  good  time  for  a  while.     This  af-  ; 

Iternoon     I     am     going   to   be  Governor: 

JDix.     I  have  learned  to  write  his  name.' 


All  the  blind  babies  in  the  house  are 
going  to  go  to  the  playroom,  and  all 
who  can  talk  are  going  to  say  why 
they  want  me  to  sign  the  blind  babies' 
bill.  The  nurses  are  going  to  talk  for 
the  babies.  I  am  going  to  listen  and 
look  very  sober.  When  they  are  chrough 
I  am  going  to  sign  'Governor  Dix'  over 
both  sides  of  the  paper. 
"Your  little  friend, 

"RACHEL  ASKENAS. 
"P.  S.— I  doft't  think  I  like  *^ou  best 
because  you  gAve  me  $2.  I  like  you  best 
because  you  said  you  had  seven  little 
boys  and  girls.  1  have  been  thinking 
that  over,  and  I  am  sure  that  is  the 
reason.  I  wish  I  could  see  them  some 
day.  R.   A," 

Why  She  Explained. 

The  reason  for  Rachel's  naive  ex- 
planation of  her  preference  for  My.  Van 
Santvoord  is  revealed  in  a  letter  i-ent 
him  by  Mrs.  Alden,  reading   ag  follows: 

"Dear  Judge:  Thank  you  so  much 
for  the  letter  just  received.  Y-mr  la^t 
sentence  will  lift  a  load  from  Rachel's 
heart.  I  teased  her,  saying  that  I  felt 
sure  her  affections  were  bought  with 
the  two  dollars,  and  jokingly  said  it  was 
too  bad  that  she  should  become  so  thor- 
ough a  politician  on  her  first  trip 
to  Albany.  I  ought  to  have  known  bet- 
ter than  to  have  teased  her,  because  she 
only  hears  the  voice  and  mifeses  the  ex- 
pression on  the  face  when  one  is»  jok- 
ing, and  her  little  heart  has  been  wor- 
ried. Try  as  I  would  to  convince  her 
that  I  was  only  joking,  I  felt  that  ahe 
wag  still  afraid  that  you  might  think 
she  liked  you  best  because  of  your  gift. 
This  will  settle  it  all  right,  and  I  am 
glad.  And  I  have  learned  a  lescson, 
too."  ^ 

Governors  Give  Pens. 

The  pen  with  which  Governor  Dix 
eigned  the  bill  lias  been  sent  by  Mr. 
Van  Santvoord  to  Mrs.  Alden  and  it 
will  be  treasured  among  the  most 
valued  mementos  of  the  Sunshine  Home. 
She  has  also  been  given  the  pen  used 
by  Governor  Wilson  of  New  Jersey  in 
signing  a  similar  measure. 

Important  Legislation. 

The  bill  is  regarded  by  instructors  of 
the  blind  as  one  of  the  most  important 
steps  in  education  in  many  years.  Mrs. 
Alden  voices  the     sentiments    of     those 


•it  win  cost  the  state  more  to  have  them 
grow  up  as  idiots  than  as  intelligent 
little  being?." 

Little  Rachel  Askenas,  in  later  yea;s, 
when  she  recalls  her  brief  career  as»  a 
'lobbyist  at  the  Albany  Capitol,  or  has  it 
recalled  to  her,  will  have  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  part  phe  took  in  the  cau?e 
of  blind  babies. 


Teonrua^  ,  I  tt .,    He-rcLlot  -  J  r-A.v^S  c  r"  u  lo')''. 


Cl^-yIL    f..    \^\%. 


J^eoria  Waif 

First  to  Go 
Wo  International 

Sunshine 
at  Expense 

Noble  Women 

Sometime  during  the  early  part  of 
this  week,  Peoria's  little  blind  waif, 
Georgia  Pople,  will  be  taken  to  the 
International  Sunshine  home,  the  big 
esatern  institution  for  blind  children 
and  will  there  be  kept  till  he  is  old 
rnough  to  be  put  into  one  of  the  Illi- 
nois state  blind  schools. 

Ever  since  he  was  found  on  the 
streets  of  Peoria,  a  poor,  abandoned 
little  baby,  trying  to  gouge  out  with 
his  little  flGts  his  distressed  eyes. 
Georgie  Pople  has  l)6€n  a  ward  of 
the  county.  Long  ago  the  germs  of 
the    dread    disease    which    had   robbed 


him  of  his  sig-ht  have  been  driveii 
from  his  system,  but  never  since  he 
was  a  tiny  babe  has  he  seen  the  light 
of    day. 

T^ist  year  several  of  the  leading 
club  women  of  the  city  interested 
themselvea  in.  Georj?ie.  It  was  foan  •. 
impossible  to  place  him  in  one  of  th^ 
state  blind  schools,  but  through  the 
influence  and  interest  of  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Greenhut,  now  of  New  York  city,  it 
was  souj^ht  to  place  him  in  the  cele- 
brated Sunshine  home,  the  biggest  in- 
stitution of  its  kind  in  the  country. 
Mrs.  Greenhut  is  a  member  of  the  ad- 
visory council  of  the  home  and  it  has 
been  chiefly  through  her  efforts  that 
Georsjie  ^'.'111  finally  go  to  the  eastern 
school. 

To  takn  in  Peoria's  waif  the  laws 
of  New  Jersey  have  been  chanfjed  to 
provide  for  such  cases  as  his.  On 
March  28  Governor  T\'oodrow  Wilson 
pigned  the  amended  statute  relating 
to  the  Sunshine  home  an']  providing 
that  children  under  the  age  of  twelve 
years  might  be  admitted.  Thus 
George  Pople  will  be  the  first  one  to 
go  in  undhT  the  n6w  law. 

Ever  since  he  has  been  a  v/ard  of 
the  county,  the  little  blind  boy  has 
made  the  county  hospital  hi.'?  home, 
and  hie  unfailing  cheerfulness  and 
good-nature  have  been  a  bright  spot 
in  the  lives  of  the  sick  paupers  who 
have  filled  the  public  hispital  year 
after  year. 

It  will  cost  S3 65  a  year  to  keep 
Georg'e  in.  the  Sunsliine  home.  Of 
this,  .J120  is  to  be  paid  by  Peoria 
county,  the  same  amount  It  has  cost 
the  public  to  keep  the  little  fellow 
at  the  county  institution.  The  rest 
will  be  supplied  by  the  philanthrophy 
of  Mrs.  Greenhut  and  Peoria  club 
wonien. 

County  Judge  Clyde  K.  Stone  will 
appoint  some  one  this  week  to  take 
G'corgie  Pople  to  the  big  eastern  in- 
stitutipn.  Arrangements  for  hi.s  re- 
reptloTi  there  have  all  been  made. 
Georgie  will  stay  in  the  Sunshine 
home  till  September  of  1913.  when  he 
will  he  old  enough  to  ho  placed  in 
th«  Illlno-;s  School  for  .4Slta6L.P^5''*5  ^^ 
Jacksonville. 


E^cj^-fa^uo ,  n.  ^.,  "E. 


■y\^a,  v^i_s'-€.Tr'. 


aj^vvL    IB  .,    1^1^ 
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ducation    of    the    Juvenile    Blind 

discussed  by  Mrs.  Cynthia  W.  Alden 

FRIENDS    of    Mrs.    Cynthia    West- 
over  Alden  will  be  interested  in 
her  address   before   the   Albany 
Mothers'  club.     ••  a  hiinH  <'>j|\J|tJ,'A,-^'^^''^«- 
tion   should    begin   llH!    Uk^    jL    becomes 
blind,"  said   Mrs.  Alden  in  the   course 
of    h^r    paper    on    "When    Should    the 
Education    of    the   Blind    Begin?"      'It 
shouldn't   v/ait   until   it  is  eight   years 
old,    nor   eight    months;    it   should    be- 
gin the  day  it  becomes  blind,  and  even 
before  it  is  blind.     Until  four  years  ago 
there  was  no  provision  made  for  blind 
children  under  eight  years  of  age.    The 
children  of  the  poor  seldom  live  eight 
years    in    blindness    without    becoming 
feeble  minded  or  idiotic.    A  child  must 
have  the  right  sort  of  care  or  it  will 
surely  be  m.entaily  and  physically  de-  ' 
formed  when  it  has  no  light.     '?h.Q  in-  ' 
fant  mortality  among  the  blind  is  ter- 
rible.     In    the    home    for    blind    babies  \ 
where  we  take  as  many  as  we  .?an  ac- 
commodate,   we     often     hear    of    cases 
which   we   cannot   take,    and   when   we 
;  can    take    them    the    babies    are    dead. 
Some    may    say,    'Well,    perhaps    it    is 
better,'   but  it's  not  their  baby.' 

Mrs.  Alden,  who  is  the  founder  of  the 
International  Sunshine  society,  and  of 
the   home  for   the   blind  babies  in  New 
York,    has   realized   from   personal    ob- 
servation   and   work   the   great    wrong 
\  In  the  accepted  m.ethod  of  dealing  with 
j  blind  children.     33ecaus€  a  child  has  noi 
1  sight,  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that 
I  it  has  no     brains,     she     declared,  and 
hundreds  of  babies     who     might  have 
grown   to    be   bright,    beautiful,    happy 
children     are     condemned     to     eternal 
weakness     and     feeble-rnindedness  be- 
cause their  brains  were  allowed  to  lie 
undeveloped  for  so  long  at  the  begin- 
ning of  their  lives. 

She  told  of  the  methods  of  treatment 
of  some  apparently  hopeless  .2ases  sent 
to  the  home,  and  said  that  out  of  nine- 
ty-six  children     who   were   sent   there, 
classed    as    feeble    minded,    only    three; 
had   failed   to   respond   to  proper   care,  \ 
and  develop  the  average  senses  and  in- 
telligence.    She  cited   instances  of  ap- J 
parently  hopelessly  feeble-minded  chil", 
dren   who   after     the     most     persistent 
care,    and   forcing   the   little    bodies   to 
perform    the   motion   tuey   should  nat-. 
urally  go  througih,  suddenly  awoke,  asi 
it  were,   and   showed   as  much   Intelli- 
l^ence  as   average    children.  ,^ 


f  '"There  will  not  oe  so  many  aamr 
blind,  said  Mrs.  Alden,  "when  blind 
babies  are  tp.ken  care  of.  I  would  never 
belittle  the  importance  of  caring  for 
the  adult  Mind,  but  like  the  woman 
who  built  a  fence  around  the  cliff 
over  which  so  many  persons  fell,  in- 
stead of  enlarging-  the  hospital  where 
they  were  cared  for  after  being  hurt, 
I  say  that  the  important  thing  is  not 
merely  to  go  on  caring  for  the  blind 
who  are  wHh  us,  but  to  prevent  there 
being  any  more." 

"We  have  done  a  great  d-eal,''  she 
continued,  "and  now  that  the  bill  has 
passed  we  can  do  a  great  deal  more. 
There  are  so  many  children  whom  we 
could  not  reach  before  and  although 
there  is  opportunity  for  much  work  in 
New  York  so  are  there  many,  many 
children  outside  the  city,  all  over  the 
country  in  as  great  need." 


B 


BLIND  CHILDREN'S  HOME 
IN  EXCELLENT  CONDITION. 


Officers.  Are  Elected^for  Ensuing 
Year. 


The  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Branch  for  the 
BIind^jPi,iUiJfM4d.  at  the  I^^^^^nipiglMMapi 
JfffTnnattan.  yesterday.  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  the  first  vice-presi- 
dentj  announced  that,  the  last  year 
had  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  histo't-y  of 'the  Sunshine  Home" 
for  •  Blind  -Children,  which  is  located 
at  Dyker.  Heights.  She  was  enthusi- 
astic oyer  the  work,  and  .«aid  that 
plans  were,  being  formulated  in  an- 
ticipation of  a  bigger  year. 

In  the  morning  a  business  session 
was  held  at  which. there  were  reports 
by  the  variotis  committees,  following 
an  address  of  welcome  by  Mrs.  Theo-. 
dor^  F.  Seward,  the  president.  The 
serretary-of  the  ways  and  means  com- 
mittee, Mrs..  William  B.  Anderson, 
reported  that  during  the  last  year  up- 
ward of  1^21,000  had  been  raised.  Of 
this  sum  there  were  two  legacies,  onia 
of  .$5,000  and  another  of  $100. 

ft  was  further  reported  that  the 
State      Charities      Commission      had 


placed*  the  Institution  at  Dykier 
Heights  In  what  is  known  as  Class  1. 
Jn  order  to  attain  this  standard,  it 
was  explained,  "it  is  necessary  that 
,cyer3'  requirement  laid  down  by  the 
commission  be  met.  Tliere  was  great 
satisfaction  manifested'  by  those 
jreSent  at  this  announcement,  and  It 
■was  agreed  that ;  the.  institution  was 
being  conducted,  along  highly  effi- 
cient  lines.      '- 

The  afternoon  session  was  given 
over  to  an  entertainment  in  which 
•many  ■  blind  children  participated. 
The  little  ones  were  led  to  the 
rostrum,  and  never  for  a  moment 
did  they, show  any  nervousness,  but 
went  through  their  parts  with  dig- 
nity and  ease.  The  Blind  Babies' 
orchestra  gave  se\"eral  selections  ex- 
cellentlyi  '  At  the  conclusion,  A 
Bainbriclge,  of  Qcean  parkway 
jprooklyn,  .walked  'over  to  the  littl. 
I5layers  and  hugged  them.  Then  h« 
promised  tb  present  each  an  in 
strument. 

There  were  songs  and  games  by  tht 
■"blind  babies  of  the  Kindergarten  De- 
partment. Those  vrho  took  jpart  ir 
this  part  of  the  exercises  were":  Jose- 
phine Bums,  Eleanor  Foster,  Rosalit 
(^ohen,  Esther  Crosby,  Hallock  Ray- 
nor,  SiajQaujfeL>Fhilllps^Solomon  Phil- 
lips, "  CTiai^g!?'^Burt,-~SarnueI  Diamond, 
'Ro'sacB^rnsteJii' and-  Wilford  Evans. 
..Little  Annie  Warschauer  gave  a 
demonstration  of  point  print  reading. 
This  was  followed  by  vocal  solos  by 
the  following:  Michael  Ta^co,  Isa- 
dore  Schien,  Anna  Bernstine  and  An- 
"nie  Warschauer.  Isadore  Schien  was 
the  leader  of  the- orchestra. 
;;  The  following  officers,  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  term:  Mrs.  Theodore 
Tf*.  Seward,  pre^id'ent;  Mrs.  Cynthia 
"Westover  Ald^n,  Vice-president;  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.  C.  Purman,  secretary,  an# 
Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell,  treasurer. 
The  members  of  the  advisory  council 
i'or  the  ensuing  year  are:  Mrs,  Tlob-| 
•ert  S.  Brewster,  Howard  Hildt,  W.  B 
Anderson,  Benjamin  B.  Lawrence  and 
for.  R.  R.  Reeder. 


Rejoice  That  Blind  Baby  Bill 

Has  Become  Law  of  State 

Sightless  Children  Celebrate  To-Day 

at  Dyker  Heights  Home — Blind 

Girl  Is  Hostess  at  Banquet. 


The  signing  by  Governor  Dix  of  the 
Seaker-Coats  bill,  known  as  the  "Blind 
Baby  Bill,"  which  provides  for  the  care, 
training  and  education  of  blind  children 
from  their  infancy,  will  be  celebrated  at 
the  Dyker  Hights  Blind  Babies'  Home. 
Eighty-fourth  street  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue-Brooklyn, this  afternoon.  An  enter- 
tainment will  be  provided  by  the  blind 
children  in  the  institution  and  this  will 
be  followed  by  a  banquet  in  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Sanitarium,  near  by. 

Among  the  principals  who  will  take 
part  in  the  celebration  will  be  Miss  Rachel 
Askenas,  the  blind  little  girl  who  pre- 
sented the  pen  to  Governor  Dix  with 
which  he  signed  the  bill.  The  little  girl 
will  head  the  reception  committee  of  blind 
chil.'iren,  and  they'  will  '  be  assisted  by 
members  of  the  International  Board  of 
the  Sunshine  Society,  of  which.  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia "VW'stover  Alden  is  president-general. 
Miss  Askenas  will  also  be  hostess  at  Che 
banquet.  •  ^ "   ' 

Invitations  have  been  issued  to  and  ac- 
ceptances received  from  Seymour  Van 
Santvoord,  counsel  to  Governor  Dix;  Mrs. 
Van  vSantvoord,  Jdhn  F.  ^Vhalen,  of  the 
Department  of  Labor;  Mrs.  George  F, 
Kerr,  Mrs.  John  O'Leary,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maloney,  Eugene  M.  Travis,  Mrs.  Travis, 
Miss  Travis,  William  F.  Matthewson, 
Mrs.  Virginia  Dantzieger,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Sporo,  J.  J.  Hoey,  Miss  Hoey,  Mrs.  E. 
C.  Burgess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Alden,  Mrs. 
Nellie  E.  C  Furman,  Mrs.  Edwin  Knowles, 
Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie,  Mrs.  Edith  A.  H. 
0'^^Qj^gg^ia.i&  Senator  and  Mrs.  Barth 
Cronln,  Stephen"  Merrltt  «.nd  Frank  L. 
Seaker.  Governor  and  Mrs.  Dix  were  In- 
vited to  be  present,  but  they  have  left  for 
Europe. 


Btoo^cL 


^Cv    ,       VI.    ^.,      CLtL7Ue>V. 
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BDEBABiES'  BANQUET 
FOR  THEIR  BENEFACTORS 

Sunshiners  Give  Thanks  fo  Those  Who  Pro 
cured  Needed  Legislation. 


Pretty  little  Rachel  Askenas,  who  is 
stone  blind,  acted  as  hostess  to  a  number 
of  members  of  the  State  government  and 
her  friends  at  a  banquet  given  last  night 
to  the  members  of  the  l^egislature  who 
helped  pass  the  "blind  babies  act,"  by  the 
International  Snnshine  Society  at  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  B<est  Home  and  San- 
itarium. John  S.  Whalen.  of  the  De- 
partment of  Labor,  acted  as  toastmaster 
and  called  on  a  number  of  the  guests  to 
speak.  Senator  James  F.  Duhamel,  Sen- 
ator Barth  S.  Cronin  and  Stephen  Mer- 
ritt  were  among  those  called. 

During  the  afternoon  the  gnests  visited 
the  Blind  Babies'  Home  at  Eighty-fourth 
street  and  Thirteenth  avenue,  and  as  tJie 
little  tots,  all  unable  to  see.  each  came 
up  before  the  audience  and  spoke  his  little 
piece  or  sang  his  little  song,  more  than 
one  of  the  guests  felt  a  little  lump  rise 
up  in  the  throat,  and  the  men  who  w«re 
instrumental  in  having  this  bill,  which 
proTides  for  each  little  helpless  blind  baby 
from  the  time  it  is  blinded,  must  have 
had  the  consciousness  of  having  done 
something  really  worth  while. 

This  project  of  letting  "sunshine"  into 
the  lives  of  the  little  ones  was  started  by 
newspaper  women.  With  the  character- 
istic newspaper  enei^y,  these  noble- 
hearted  women  worked  day  in  and  day 
out  for  the  success  of  this  great  charity, 
and  i\ow,  after  building  the  beautiful  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Sanitorium,  they 
crown  their  splendid  work  by  influencmg 
the  State  officials  to  pass  thi^  "blind 
bpbi^s  act."     The  State  of  New  York  is 


I 


the  first  to  take  this  step  of  .providing  for  j 
its  blind  babies  fi-om  the  time  they  losej 
their  sisht.  bnt  many  other  States  are^ 
preparing  to  follow.  y^mai 

The  first  baby  to  come  to  the  home 
under  the  new  law  an-ived  Sunday,  tier 
name  is  Anna  Grace.  She  comes  frona. 
Ossiuing  and  is  2  years- old.  At  present 
there  are  fifty  children,  all  blind— twenty- 
five  in  each  Sunshine  home.  Before  the 
passage  of  tbis  blind  babies  bill  the  com- 
missioner could  not  appomt  the  babies 
to  any  institution  until  they  were  8  years 
old.  ^  There  are  now  115  blind  children 
from  difTerent  States  on  tlie  waiting  list- 
Judge  Seymour  Van  Santvoord,  of 
Troy,  counsel  to  Governor  Dix,  who  liad 
intended  to  be  present  last  evening,  was 
detained  in  Albany  at  the  last  minute. 
He  sent  a  big  bouquet  of  roses  to  the 
hostess,  Little  Rachel,  however.  Greet- 
ings wore  read  from  the  following: 

George .  Ijjmghorst,  of  the  Fouith  Dis- 
trict, Kings— "With  best  wishes  for  the 
success  of  the  entertainment  and  recep- 
tion, and  the  happiness  of  little  Rachel 
and  her  friends." 

Thomas  Carmody— ''I  am  glad  you  are 
inviting  those  legislators  who  voted  for 
your  bill.  The  bill  was  a  meritoriona 
meaffure  and  its  passage  deserves  to  be 
conspicuously  celebrated." 

Christopher  D.  Sullivan — "1  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  you  have  been  success- 
ful in  your  legislation  and  if  there  Is 
anything  I  can  do  to  help  the  blind 
babies  I  will  be  glad  to  do  so." 

Other  greetings  were  from  Senator 
Howard  A.  Payne,  chairman  of  the 
Twenty-third  District:  Martin  W.  Little- 
ton, Congressman  from  First  District, 
New  York:  Nelson  B.  GaskilL  Assistant 
Attorney  General  of  the  State  o^  Notv 
.Tersey:  and  .Assemblyman  George  !W» 
Whitney. 

Governor  Dix  sent  the>  pen  and  -pent* 
holder  wtiich  he  used  in  signrng  the  bill^ 
and  a  photograph  of  the  frana^  docu-i 
ment  accompanying  the  pen  was  fur- 
mshed  as  a  souvenir  last  night.  <^YeiH 
ntir  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  New  Jersesc*, 
sent  their  regards  and  regrets  at  not  he^ 
inir  able  to  attend  the  jnbilee,  SemrtDP< 
Eitgene  M.  Travis,  of  the  Fourth,  dis- 
trict, not  being  able  to  be  present,  senti 
two  of  his  best  friends  to  represent  bim.; 

Those  priE^sent  "were:  John  F,  Whalen^ 
of  the  Department  of  Labor;  Mt% 
Greorge  F,  Kerr,  Mrs.  John  O^Leary,  Mr,. 
and  Mrs.  Maloney,  sMer  and  brother^in- 
lavr  of  D.  Sullivan;  Mrs.  Trarvis  and  Mie* 
Travis.  William  F.  Mathewsoiv  MrSv, 
Virginia  Banziger.  Mrs.  Arthur  8per<v 
J.  J.  Hoey  and  ISt'iss  Hoey,  the  Misees; 
Foley,  sisters  of  Senator  Foley;  Mrs,  EL» 
C.  Burgess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Alflen^ 
M«5.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman.  Mrs.  Edwii% 
Knowles,  Mrs,  Mary  D.  Beattie,  Mrs,, 
Edith  A.  M.  Casey,  Senator  James  F^ 
Dnliamel,  Senator  and  Mrs.  Barth  S^ 
Oronin,  Stephen  Merritt,  Miss  £Ibr^ 
X»eyden  and  Frank  L.  Seaker. 
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BLIND  GJLI-OBBYIST  WHO  WON 
:^    "fight  for  blind  BABIES'  LAW 
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^^fflW15!PW?^feorts  of  this  lO-year-oid 
little  girl  who  is  sig-hlless.  the  blind  ba- 
bies' bill,  providTngTtJT'^the  "educatioa  and 
care  of  blind  children  under  the  cage  of 
eight  years,  was  passed  by  the  New  York 
legislature.  Little  Rachel  was  taken  to 
Gov.  Dix  and  a  number  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  state  senate  and  assem- 
bly and  appealed  so  eloquently  for  the 
passage  of  a  bill  which  would  provide  for 
blind  tots  younger  than  herself,  that  the  j 
bill  was  passed  almost  unanimously  by 
both  houses.  The  quick  legislation  of  the 
bill  is  believed  to  be  directly  due  to  the 
fact  that  little  Rachel  won  the  hearts  of 
air  of  the  legislators  who  heard  her  plea. 


CELEBRATE  VICTORY 
FOR  BLIND  BABIES 


International    Sunshine    Branch 

Holds  Jubilee  Reception 

and  Banquet. 


LEGISLATORS  IN  ATTENDANCE 


Congratulatory     Messages     Received 

From  Governor  and  Mrs.  Dix 

and  Other  Sympathizers. 


The  jubilee  reception  and  banquet  of 
the  International  Sunchine  Branch  for 
the  Blind  held  yesterday  was  a  splendid 
isuccess.  The  affair  was  held  to  rejoice 
'over  the  passage  and  signing  of  the  bill 
giving  blind  babies  all  over  the  State  an 
education  from  the  time  they  become 
sightless.  The  reception  was  held  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  Dyk«r  Heights  Home 
for  Blind  Babies.  Seventy-fourth  street 
and  Thirteenth  avenue,  and  the   banquet 
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A  BENEFICIARY   OF  THE   BLIND   BABIES   BILL. 
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The  Youngest  Baby  at  Dyker  Heiglitss  Sunshme  Home. 


in  the  evening  at  the  Sunshine  Sanitoi^ 
iuin  and  Rest  Home,  Bay  Thirty-seconcT 
street  and  Cropsey  avenue,  ^o  the  af- 
fair were  invited"  ^IJ  the  legislators  who 
voted  for  the  bill,  but  many  of  them 
were  unable  to  attend*,  and  sent  messages 
of  congratulation.  In  the  afternoon  those 
present  were  entertained  by  the  blind 
babies  after  they  had  been  received  toy 
Little  Rachel,  who  went  to  Albany  In 
the  interest  of  the  bill.  The  babies  re- 
cited, danced  and  played,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  their  entertainment  former 
Secretary  of  State  John  Whalen  gave  to 
each  a  box  of  cany.  Little  Rachel  was 
made  the  recipient  of  a  large  cake  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taby  of  the  Hotel  Mar- 
garet, Manhattan.  The  letters  of  her 
name  were  raised  on  the  cake  and  she 
was  allowed  to  feel  them  and  thus  spell 
her  own  name  before  she  knew  the  cake 
was  hers.  She  intended  to  preside  at  the 
banquet  and  cut  the  cake,  but  was  too  ill. 

Mr.  Whalen  presided  at  the  banquet  in 
Rachel's 'Stead  and  acted  as  toastmaster. 
He  made  a  few  remarks,  prefacing  them 
with  a  lettei;  from  Judge  Van  Sanvoord 
sending  congratulations  to  Rachel  and 
the  other  blind  children  in  the  home,  and 
sending  money  to  Rachel  for  flowers  for 
her  to  carry  last  night.  Other  greetings 
were  read  from  Governor  and  Mrs.  Dix, 
Charles  B.  Staples,  George  Longhorst, 
Thomas  Carmody.  Christopher  D.  Sulli- 
van, F.  L.  Seaker,  Albert  H.  Hoeckley,  E. 
L.  Winthrop,  jr.,  Edwin  E.  Keach.  "Big"- 
Tim  Sullivan  and  many  others. 

Mr.  Whalen  said:  "I  am  proud  that 
New  York  State  was  the  first  State  to 
go  on  record  as  intending  to  take  care 
of  their  blind  babies,  and  1  am  proud 
of  the  women  who  have  worked  and  are 
working  in  so  noble  a  cause.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  the  world  today  a  child  needs  every 
chance;  whether  it  is  blind  or  normal. 
It  must  be  given  an  education.  To  all 
who  have  contributed  their  time  and  their 
money  to  the  work,'  there  must  come  the 
greatest  satisfaction  when  they  see  somf 
of  the  results,  r  am  proud  that  I  have 
wc.rked  for  the  passing  of  the  blind 
babies  bill,  and  I  wish  that  I  could  do 
more.  I  hppe  that  in  the  future  an  in- 
stitution may  be  built  that  will  stand  as 
a  monument  to  the  splendid  worlt  that 
the  people  have  done  so  far  for  the  blind 
children,  and  especially  to  the  wor'k,  done 
by'  the  founder  'and  jircsident  general, 
Mrs.   Cynthia  Westover  Alden." 

Mrs.  Seward,  the  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Branch  for  th.T 
Blind,  responded  to  a  toast  for  the  little 
children.  Senator  Duhamel,  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  blind  babies  home  is 
located,  described  the  bill  dhring  all  its 
stages  at  Albany,  and  told  something  of 
other  educational  bills  that  came  up.  As- 
semblyman Matthewson  said  that  there 
was  no  credit  due  to  the  legislators,  but 
to  the  women  who  worked  for  the  bill. 


Miss  Usiefbi^ook.  the  mU  oygdnizei 
for  New  Jersey,  brought  greetings  from 
the  branch  in  that  State.  Mrs.  Tregear. 
who  has  been  the  superintendent  of  the 
Blind  Babies  Home  since  its  beginning, 
made  a  few  remarks.  She  was  introduce.l 
as  the  "woman  behind  the  gun."  Others 
responding  to  toasts  were  Mrs.  Beatlo. 
secretary  of  the  Sunshine  Society;  Mrs. 
Knowles.  treasurer  of  the  society;  Mrs. 
Casey,  who  is  connected  with  it  in  an 
ofRcial  capacity:  Mrs.  Jennie  E.  C.  Fur- 
jnan,  the  secretary  of  the  Branch  for  the 
Blind,  apd  John  Alden.  Mr.  Alden  said 
that  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  lately 
that  the  nien  at  Albany  afe  practical 
politicians  after  all,  whatever  their  faith 
may  be,  and  they  showed  their  big  hearts 
by  passing  the  blind  babies  bill. 

The  people  at  the  reception  were  the 
guests  of  the  Dyker  Heights  Hbme  and 
those  at  the  banquet  were  the  guests  of 
the  Arthur  Home  in  Summit,  N.  J. 

There  were  several  interesting  facta 
brought  out  last  night.  The  property  of 
the  home  at  Dyker  Heights  is  worth 
$50,000,  and  they  have  an  annual  income 
for  the  children  of  $10,000.  The  propert; 
at  Summit  is  Avorth  $30,000.  New  Jerse; 
pays  90  cents  a  day  for  each  child  sent  V 
the  Arthur  Home,  and  New  York  pays  $ 
a  day.  There  are  315  babies  on  the  wait^ 
ing  list,  because  there  is  no  room  f 
them. 

An  invitation  has  been  sent  out  by  tl 
branch  for  the  blind  in  this  Stale  to  £ 
other  States  to  send  their  babies  here"^ 
until  they  have  some  place  to  care  for' 
them.  Already  one  State  has  responded 
and  today  a  baby  is  expected  from 
Illinois.  The  counties  of  Illinois  are  to 
pay  .  for  that  child  until  they  have  a 
home  of  their  own.  The  New  Jersey  law 
now  permits,  its  home  also  to  take  ba\)ies 
from  other  States.  Arizona  has  recently 
set  aside  100,000  acres  of  land  to  be  used 
for  homes  for  the  blind  babies,  and  until 
they  are  established  the  children  from 
that  State  are  to  be  sent  to  New  York. 
At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  a  bill  is  to  be 
introduced  on  the  lines  of  the  New  York 
State  bill.  And  all  this  has  come  aboutj 
through  the  agitation  in  New  York  Statj 
for  the  blind  babies. 
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CLUB  WILL  BE 
ADDRESSED  BY  fillRS.  ALDEN 


Woman  Who  Founded  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  Cpminq  Her-t         ''■■■<■• 
'(^^''lomorrow 


Equal  aUifM^  advocates  will  find 
some  iyrfi\  good  arguments  lor.  wo- 
man's abili^'  in  the  career  of  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden.  Twenty- 
five  years  ago,  she  was  a  tent-maker 
in  Colorado.  Later  she  became  su- 
perintendent of  a  tent  factory,  and  af- 
terward a  teacher  of  unruly  boys. 
From  that  position  she  went  to  New 
York  and  since  her  arrival  in  the 
Metropolis  she  has  been  a  choir  sing- 
er, linguist,  lecturer  on  geolog}'.  Unit- 
ed Sta/tes  customs  inspector,  and  in- 
terpreter. 

Probably  the  work   which   she  has 

tjcomplished  for  the  blind  babies  has 
on  her   more   favor  in  the  feyes  of 
le   public   than  any  other   object   of 
her  efforts.    She  has  founded  a  home 
for  these  afflicted  little  ones,   where 
they  are  taught  to  live  as  other  chil- 
iren  live.     Mrs.  Alden  will     address 
tie  Women's   club   Wednesday  after- 
loon  in   Christ  church     chapel     and 
sVery  member  sTiould  be  present,  as 
frs.  Alden  is  a  most  interesting  lee 
urer. 

The  business  meeting  Is  called    f( 
l.ZO  o'clock.     Mrs.   E.   S.   Buliis     w 
be   at   the  church   at   1.30   o'clock 
receive  the  yearly,  dues. 
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IN  BEHALF  OF. 
BLIND  BABIES     

FIRST  STATE  LAW  PROVIDING  FOR   THEIR   CARE,   MAINTEWAXOK 
' —  AND      EDUCATION 


During  the  session  of  th©  last  New 
■York  legislature  no  bill  created 
more  interest  or  entliusasm  than 
that  known  as  the  blind  baby  bill, 
introduced  In  the  assembly  by  As- 
semblyman Seaker,  of  St,  La^Mrenoe 
county,  and  in  the  senate  by  Senator 
Coats,  of  Franklin  county. 
.  No  long  ago,  this  paper  published, 
a  short  item  stating  that  the  only 
institution  in  the  United  States  giv- 
ing proper  care  to  blind  babies  from 
the  day  they  are  blinded,  was  estab- 
lished and  is  maintained  by  the  In- 
ternational  Sunshine  society,   a  phll- 


RACHEIi    ASKENAS, 

The    Blind    Girl    Lobbyist. 


an  thro  pic  newspaper  a^saociation,  of 
which  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
writer  and  publisher,  is  president- 
general.  Now  the  Catholic  insti- 
tute will  care  for  the  Catholic  blind. 
Several  years  ag-o,  Mrs,  Alden,  in 
the  rounds  of  her  newspaper  w^ork, 
discovered  that  there  was  no  provi- 
sion for  blind  babies  in  the  state  of 
New  York  under  the  Etg-e  of  eig-ht 
years;  that  is  the  commissioner  of 
education  could  not  appoint  a  blind 
child  under  eight  to  any  educational 
institution  for  care- 
On  further  investigation  she 
learned  that  children  blinded  in  in- 
fancy could  not  live  to  the  age  of 
eight  without  special  care  and  not 
become  hopelessly  idiotic  or  feeble- 
minded; that  children  of  the  poor 
blinded  in  early  infancy  were  rele- 
gated to  the  idiot  departments  or 
public  institutions,  or  to  the  poor- 
house  in  county  districts,  where  they 
picked  their  eyes  with  their  fingers, 
bumped  their  heads  against  the  wall, 
pounded  themselves  with  their  little 
fists,  until  some  injury  would  result 
in  the  baby  dying.  Or,  If  the  child 
lived,  it  met  a-  \NTorse  fate — mental 
blindness.  The  queer  actions  of 
the  child  led  the  general  public  to 
jump  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
an  idiot,  when  it  was  simply  a  little 
soul  trying  to  find  itself,  and  no 
friendly  hand  extended  In  help. 

Little  Rachel  wag  taken  from  Ran- 
dall's Island  when  a  tiny  little  thing, 
where  Bhe  had  been  sent  because  of 
having  had  spinal  meningitis,  also 
measles,  which  left  her  blind.  B^om 
the  hosptal  where  she  was  taken  by 
the  International  Sunshine  society 
and  put  with  other  dependent  blind 
children  that  could  be  collected,  all 
thrown  away  by  the  public  as  not 
worth    saving. 

Eighty-two  of  these  little  folks 
were  given  the  best  possible  nursing 
under  graduate  nurses,  the  best  pos- 
sible training  under  graduate  kinder- 
gartners,  "w-lth  the  result  that  only 
two  failed  to  respond  mentally — one 
was  a  little  boy  who  had  bumped 
his  head  against  the  wall  until  he 
got  It  out  of  shape. 

The  next  thing  was  to  get  the 
world  to  understand  that  it  should  at 
least  give  its  blind  babies  the  care 
that  it  was  giving  dunib  animals.  The 
society  got  a  bill  through  the  legis- 
lature In  1908  which  provided  for  the 
dependent    New   York    city      children. 


That    was    four    years    agro.      But   th© 
blind   babies   outside   of   the   city  hod 
no    protection,      so  the     Seaker-Co  . '  la 
bill,    just   slgTied   by      Governor      1/  ■ 
g-ives  the   state   commissioner   of   ec: 
cation    power   to   see   that   blind    clii' 
dren    are    educated      and      cared      ^>..' 
from    the    day    they   are    blinded,    ai  - 
pointed,  not  committed,  to  an  Institu- 
tion for  care. 

Little  Rachel  is  only  one  of  eigh  ./ 
or  more  children  who  have  hecn 
educated  in  the  blind  babies'  home, 
demonstrating  the  fact  that  they 
needed  only  care  to  prove  themselves 
brig-ht,    normal,     healthy    youngsters. 

The  story  of  Rachel  Askenns.  ten 
years  old  and  blind,  and  how  she 
lobbied  for  the  blind  babies'  bill 
probably  has  no  parallel  In  Interest 
and  sentiment  In  the  annals  of  tlie 
state    leg-islature. 

It  appealed  with  additional  f ore  ^ 
to  the  people  of  Troy  for  the  reaso 
that  a  Trojan,  Seymour  Van  Sant- 
voOrd,  the  governor's  legal  adviser 
figured  conspicuously  In  the  steps  tha»: 
marked  the  proprress  of  the  measure. 
In  fact,  the  little  blind  girl  selected 
Mr.  Van  Santvoord  as  her  .«rpeclal 
champion,  and  a  strong  attachment 
sprang  up  between  them.  He  has  In 
his  possession  letters  and  photo- 
graphs sent  to  him  by  Rachel  from 
time  to  time  that  he  values  highly 
and  will  ever  cherish  as  mementos  of 
one  of  the  happiest  and  most  Im- 
pressive Incidents  of  his  career. 
The  Youngest  liobbyist. 

It  was  Mrs.  Alden  who  took  Rachel 
to  the  capltol  at  Albany,  where  she 
appeared  as  the  youngest  lobbylspt 
ever  seen  in  the  legislature,  and  a  lit- 
tle heroine  working  for  the  cause  of 
blind  babies.  To  the  governor,  lieuten- 
ant-governor, senators  and  assembly- 
men and  all  state  ofllclals  she  advo- 
cated the  bill.  She  captured  all  hearts 
and  all  votes.  She  attended  the  com- 
mittee hearings  and  listened  atten- 
tively to  all  arguments. 
In  the  Chair. 

When  the  bill  passed  the  senate 
she  was  lifted  by  Lieutenant-Govern- 
or Conway  into  his  chair,  and  she 
was  delighted  when  told  that  every 
senator  had  voted  for  the  blind  ba- 
bies. The  rrr;.4Rure  v^as  unp^rjlinoi,'  'n- 
passed.  All  jreed  that  V.c  vm 
made  the  little  blind  girl  the 
©uceeseful    lobblst    of    the    session. 


Meeting  ttoe   Governor, 

When  Mrs.  Alden  took  Raehei  to 
the  executive  chamber  Goveraor  Dix 
motlened  to  have  the  blind  girl 
brought  to  him.  Both  her  hands  went 
out  impulsively  when  told  that  the 
grovernor  of  the  great  state  of  New 
York  was  standing  before  her.  When 
the  gx)vernor  bent  to  take  her  chubby 
palms  she  clung  long  and  tightly  to 
his  outstretched  hands  while  she 
told  him  how  she  Vv^anted  him  to  sign 
the  bill  that  would  help  her  and  other 
blind  babies  to  obtain  admission  to 
the  International  Sunshine  society's 
school,  in- which  kind  people  heli>ed 
to  lighten  the  burden  imposed  by 
blindness.  The  little  one  was  elo- 
quent in  her  appeal,  and  the  govern- 
or was  deeply  touched,  as  were  all 
others  who  met  her  at  the  capitol. 
One  of  the  Brightest. 

Rachel  is  one  of  the  brightest  of 
blind  children.  She  is  far  ahead  of 
many  seeing  children  of  her  age.  As 
she  went  about  the  capitol  there  was 
noted  In  her  demeanor  the  eelf-con- 
sciousness  characteristic  of  the  blind. 
She  clung  constantly  to  Mrs.  Alden's 
gown,  and  the  latter  engaged  her  in 
.li^ht  conversation  nearly  all  the  time 
to  keep  her  attention  attracted  and 
Iher  thoughts  from  herself.  In  pass- 
ing the  various  objects  of  interest  in 
the  corridors,  Mrs.  Alden  explained 
them  to  her  charge,  who  asked  many 
questions  and  frequently  expressed  a 
desire  to  feel  the  objects  under  dis- 
cussion. 

IJetters   to   Governor. 

From  the  beginning  Mr.  Van  Sant- 
voord  became  profoundly  interested 
in  the  liitle  blind  girl  and  her  mis- 
sion and  gave  her  all  the  assistance 
in  his  power.  After  the  bill  had 
passed  he  wrote  to  the  chief 
executive  as  a  private  citizen  a  letter 
couched  in  language  both  serious  and 
rjocose,  in  which  he  appealed  to  the 
[governor  to  sign  the  bill.  The  gov- 
jnor  acknowledged  the  communica- 
tion, stating  that  he  could  not  have 
resisted  such  an  appeal,  anyway, 
but  had  already  made  up  his  mind 
;to   sign   the  measure. 

When    the    Bill    Was    Signed. 

As  soon  as  the  governor  had  at- 
tached his  signature  to  the  bill  Mr. 
Van  Santvoord  sent  a  telegram  to 
Rachel   announcing  the   fact.      In  re- 


ply  he  received  the  following  by 
teleg^raph    from    Summit,    N.    J.: 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord: — I  have 
just  received  the  telegram  and  have 
sent  one  to  Governor  Dix.  I  love 
you  very  much,  Mr.  Van  Santvoord, 
and  so  do  all  our  babies.  Tour  little 
friend,  RACHEL." 

Rachel  Telegraphs  the  Governor. 

To  Governor  Dix  Rachel  sent  the 
following   telegram: 

"I  thank  you  so  much  for  signing 
the  bill  for  the  blind  babies.  Mr. 
Van  Santvoord  sent  me  the  telegram. 
It  is  the  first  I  ever  got  in  my  life. 
M^s,  Alden  is  going  to  have  it 
framed  and  hung  in  my  room  right 
over  my  typewriter.  I  called  the 
chidren  together,  the  babies  and 
nurses,  too,  and^  did  you  hear  them 
give  three  ch<*erg  for  Governor  Dix  ? 
We  all  screamed  out  Just  as  loud  as 
we  could.  We  all  love  you  forever 
and    ever. 

"ottlb:  blind  rachel." 

Blind   Girl   as   a   Typewriter. 

The  daj--  before  the  governor  signed 
the  bill  Mr.  Mr.  Van  Santvoord  re- 
ceived a  typewritten  letter  from 
Rachel  that  in  construction  and 
mechanical  workmanship  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  child  of  her  j'^ears 
blessed  with  the  powers  of  vision.  It 
follows: 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord: — Mrs. 
Alden  wouldn't  wait  for  me  to  write 
a  letter.  I  had  a  good  time  in  Al- 
banj',  and  liked  you  best  of  all  the 
people.  The  governor  had  a  kind 
voice,  and  I  liked  him^  too,  but.  well, 
I  guess  I  liked  everybo'l?'.  We  play 
legislature  now  at  the  blind  babies* 
home  every  afternoon.  Yesterday  I 
was  Mr.  Van  Santvoord,  and  Baby 
Helen  wanted  me  to  coax  our  teacher 
to  let  her  stay  up  last  night  and  join 
tho  dancing  with  us.  We  made  out 
a  bill  for  the  teacher  to  sign,  and 
she  signed  it  all  right.  Just  now, 
she  said,  she  wouldn't  start  the 
fashion  of  vetoing,  so  we  are  going 
to  have  a  good  time  for  a  while.  This 
afternoon  I  am  going  to  be  Governor 
Dix,  I  have  learned  to  write  his 
name.  All  the  blind  babies  in  the 
house  are  going  to  go  to  the  play- 
room, and  all  who  can  talk  are  going 
to  say  why  they  want  me  to  sign  the 
blind  babies'  bill.  The  nurses  are 
going  to  talk  for  the  babies.  I  am 
going   to    listen   and    look   very  sober. 


When  they  are  through  I  am  going 
to  sig-n  'Governor  Dlx'  over  both  sides 
of   the   paper.      Your   little   friend. 

"R.ACHEL    ASKFJNAS.     ' 

"P.  S. — I  don't  think  I  like  yoitf 
best  becau.se  you  gave  me  $2.  I  lik^ 
you  best  because  you  .said  you  had' 
seven  little  boys  and  girls.  T  have 
been  thinking  that  over,  and  I  am 
sure  that  is  the  reason.  I  wish  I 
could  see  them  some  day.  R.  A." 
Why  She  Explained. 

The  reason  for  Rachel's  naive  ex- 
planation of  her  preference  for  Mr. 
Van  Santvoord  is  revealed  in  a  letter 
sent  him  by  Mrs.  Alden,  reading  as 
follows: 

"Dear  Judge:  Thank  you  so  much 
for  the  letter  ust  received.  Your  last 
sentence  will  lift  a  load  from  Rachel's 
heart.  I  teased  her,  saying  that  I  felt 
sure  her  affections  were  bought  with 
the  two  dollars,  and  Jokingly  said  it 
was  too  bad  that  she  should  become 
so  thorough  a  politician  on  her  first 
trip  to  Albany.  I  ought  to  have  known 
better,  because  she  only  hears  the 
voice  and  misses  the  expression  on 
the  face  when  one  is  joking,  and  her 
little  heart  has  been  worried.  Try  as 
I  would  to  convince  her  that  I  was 
only  joking,  I  felt  that  she  was  still 
afraid  that  you  might  think  she  liked 
ycu  best  because  of  your  gift.  This 
will  settle  it  all  right,  and  I  am  glad 
And  I  have  learned  a  lesson,  too." 
Governor    Gives    Pen. 

The  pen  with  which  Governor'  Dlx 
signed  the  bill  has  been  sent  by  Mr 
Van  Santvoord  to  Mrs.  Alden  and  it 
will  be  treasured  among  the  most 
valued  mementos  of  the  Sunshine 
home. 

Important  Legislation.  ^ 

The  bill  is  regarded  by  instructors! 
of  the  blind  as  one  of  the  most  im-' 
portant  steps  in  education  In  many 
years.  Mrs.  Alden  voices  the  senti- 
ments of  those  associated  with  her  in 
the  work,  that  "it  will  cost  the  state 
more  to  have  them  grow  up  as  idiots 
than    ap    intelligent    little    beings," 

Little  Rachel  Askenas,  in  later 
years,  when  she  recalls  her  brief  ca- 
reer as  a  lobbyist  at  the  Albany  capl- 
tf»;  or  has  it  recalled  to  her,  will  have 
rcfiFon  to  be  proud  of  the  part  she 
lo./l^  in  the  eause  of  blind  babies,  j 
Fir.«^t  Baby  to  Benefit  by  the  ^em 
Law,  f 

Last  Sunday,  the  first  baby  und^p 
this   new    law    found    its   way   tQ>nh.© 


International  Sunshine  Arthur  Home 
for  Blind  Babies,  at  Summit,  N.  J. 
The  papers  haa  already  been  made 
out  to  send  It  to  the  feeble-minded 
Institution  at  Rome.  N.   Y. 

The  announcement  that  Governor 
DIx  had  sigrned  the  bill  providing  for 
the  care  of  all  blind  babies  by  the 
International  Sunshine  society, 

reached  the  eye  of  Misg  Tomptolns, 
of  Ossining.  She  'phoned  Mrs. 
Alden  In  New  York,  explaining  that 
it  was  a  baby  two  years  old  witn 
beautiful  brown  eyes  with  no  seem- 
ing defect  except  its  sightlessness. 

Mrs.  Alden  answered  the  'phone 
telling  her  to  bring  it  down  Inxmedi- 
ately  and  not  wait  for  the  appoint- 
ment papers,  which  no  doubt  wlU  be 
several  weeks  yet  in  coming. 

The  little  baby,  "Anna,"  was  met 
at  the  train  by  Rachel,  Into  whose 
arms  it  was  placed,  and  the  little  girl 
exclaiming,  "This  is  my  baby,  the 
first  baby  that  comes  to  the  home 
under  the  new  law." 

Yes,  it  Is  the  first  baby  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  babies  that  little  Rachel  has 
liberated  from  mental  darkness. 
Do  You  Know  a  Blind  Baby? 

If  you  know  of  a  blind  baby,  no 
difference  whether  the  parents  are 
rich  or  poor,  teU  them  of  this  won- 
derful institution  maintained  by  the 
International  Sunshine  society,  head- 
quarters, 96  Fifth  avenue,  New  York 
city,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
president-general,  where  babies  are 
taken  and  given  special  care  until 
they  are  old  enough  to  enter  the 
state  institutions  provided  for  older 
children. 

Surely  there  never  was  a  mow 
important  step  taken  in  th£.jiP«rtf*of 
educating  the   yqi 
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A^  LITTLE  BLIND  RACHEL. 

I  Rachel  AskeTi'i  '  IH  >Mjj^^ears  old  am 
blind.  She  was  found  by  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  society  in  that  place] 
in  New  York  known  as  Randall's  Is-J 
land,  where  the  poor  and  unfortunata- 
are    thrown    away.      From    the    timoi* 


they  enter  there  no  one  cares  for 
them  and  they  live  and  die  negrlected, 
80  far  as  the  world  is  concerned. 

The  Sunshine  league  found  that 
there  is  no  provision  in  any  state  in 
the  union  for  the  care  of  blind  babies 
and  in  New  York  none  for  those  un- 
der eight  years  of  age.  So  the  Sunshin- 
ers  appealed  to  the  legislature.  That 
was  two  years  ago  when  little  Rachei 
was   eight  years  old. 

The  lawmakers  were  none  too  eager 
to  pass  the  bill  and  little  Rachel  was 
pressed  into  the  service  as  a  lobbyist. 
She  is  very  bright  and  very  pretty. 
Her  appeals  reached  their  hearts  and 
the  measure  became  a  law.  Now 
'blind  babies  and  children  under  eight 
years  of  age  are  cared  for. 

When  the  bill  passed  the  senate  the 
lieutenant  governor  lifted  Rachel  into 
his  chair  and  with  tears  falling  from 
her  sightless  eyes  she  thanked  the 
legislators  and  was  given  a  round  of 
applause.  Gov.  Dlx  took  a  fancy  to 
the  little  blind  girl  and  gave  her  the 
pen  he  used  to  sign  the  bill. 

Her  best  friend  in  Albany  was  Sey- 
mour Van  Santvoord,  Gov.  Dix's  legal 
advisor  to  whom  she  sent  this  tele- 
gram : 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord: — ^I  have 
just  received  the  telegram  and  have 
sent  one  to  Governor  Dix.  I  love  you 
very  much,  Mr.  Van  Santvoord,  and 
so  do  all  our  babies.  Your  little  friend, 
"RACHEL." 

To  Governor  Dix  Rachel  sent  tho 
following  telegram: 

"I  thank  you  so  much  for  signing 
the  bill  for  the  blind  babies.  Mr.  Van 
Santvoord  sent  m©  the  telegram.  It 
is  the  first  I  ever  got  in  my  life.  Mrs, 
Alden  is  going  to  have  it  framed  and 
hung  in  my  room  right  over  my  type" 
writer.  I  called  the  children  together, 
the  babies  and  nurses,  too,  and  did 
you  hear  them  give  three  cheers  for 
Governor  Dix?  W©  all  screamed  out 
just  as  loud  as  we  could.  We  wllJ 
love  you  forever  and  ever. 

"LITTLE  BLIND  RACHEft.." 


--Xs'T^rr^uTTor^Kamiel's  lobbying 

the  Sunshiners  have  eighty  blind 
toabies  in  their  charge  at  their  head- 
quarters in  New  York  city.  If  you 
know  of  a  blind  baby,  be  it  poor  or 
rich,  direct  it  to  this  school.  They 
will  be  welcomed,  well  looked  after' 
and  well  educated,  for  little  blin^ 
Rachel  has  made  this  possible. 
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Blind  Children  Entertain  Grown-ups 
In  Honor  of  Bill  That  Helps  Them 


More  than  a  score  of  blind  children 
of  the  Dyker  Heights  Blin^  Babies' 
^ome,  at  Eighty-fourth  attest  and 
Thirteenth  avenue,  Brooklyn,  yesterday 
ifternoon  were  "at  home"  to  the 
jrownups  who  have  been  concerned  In 
passing  the  Seaker-Coats  bill,  signed 
recently  by  Governor  Dix,  which  pro- 
v^ides  for  the  care,  training  and  educa.' 
tion  of  blind  childreji  from  their  in^- 
fancy.  At  the  reception,  which  toQH 
the  form  of  a  jubilee,  were  several 
fnembers  of  the  Legisiatvire  and  many 
women  representing  the  International 
Sunshine  yociety,  with  headquarters  in 
No.*96  Fifth  avenue,  whicn  established 
the  Dyker  Heights  home.  The  celebra- 
tion ended  last  night  witn  a  banquet  in 
the  sanatorium  of  the  Sunshine  Society, 
near  by. 

Kachel  Aksenas,  11  years  old,  tho 
blind  girl  who  presented  to  Governor 
pix  the  pen  with  which  he  signed  th^3 
(Dili,  acted  as  hostess  at  both  the  re- 
ception and  the  banquet.  As  head  of 
the  reception  committee  of  blind  chil- 
dren she  received  the  guests,  among 
whom  were  John  F.  Whalen  of  the  De- 
partment of  Labor,  James  A-  Bell,  As-^ 
semblyman  of  the  Fourth  district 
Queens;  Alfred  Kennedy,  Assemblyr 
man  from  the  Second  district;  Mrs. 
Cynthia  Westover  Aiden,  president  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society; 
Mrs.  Edwin  Knowles,  treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  Patrick  Maloney.  a  sister  jf 
Christy  Sullivan,  State  Senator. 

In  an  entertainment  by  the  blind 
children  in  the  afternoon  several  of 
the  more  adept  pupils  gave  exhibitions 
of    handicraft    taught    them    by    Anna 


iMUler,  a  kindergarten  teacher  from  the 
Board  of  Education.  The  afflicted  ehU- 
dren  showed  a  surprising  knowledge  )t 
instrumental  music.  They  pleaded  the 
guests  also  with  recitations  and  songs. 
The  new  law  is  expected  to  he  of 
great  help  to  blind  children,  who  here- 
tofore could  not  enter  the  institution 
until  they  were  8  years  old.  The  first 
baby  to  be  admitted  to  the  home  under 
the  new  measure  is  Annie  Grace,  2 
years  old,  of  Ossining.  Twenty-seven 
blind  children  are  being  cared  for  in 
the  institution  and  115  from  variou.-' 
States  are  on  the  waiting  list  for  ad- 
mission. 
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BLIND  GIRL  LOBBYIST  WON  FIG  HT  FOR  LAW— THROUGH  THE  EF- 
FORTS"'Ut!^THIS  TEN-YEAR-OLD  LITTLE  GIRL  WHO  IS  SIGHTLESS 
THE  BLIND  BABIES'  BILL,  PROVIDING  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  AND 
CARE  OF  BLIND  CHILDREN  UNDER  THE  AGE  OF  EIGHT  YEARS 
W\S    PASSED    BY    THE    NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE.        J^m 
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H.  B.  HAERIS'S  WILL. 


Bulk:  «'  H**  Property  Goes  to  Wido-w 
-—A.   Few    neriaef>tN    to    Charity. 

■  The  Jb^»'^^- of  Heniy  B.  Harris,  the 
fheat-iicaT  m^ns-ger  tv-ho  was  lost;  on  the 
Titanic  and  whose  body  has  not  been  "re- 
ooyerod^  was  filed  for  probate  yesterday, 
and  indicated  that  he  had  a  premonition 
that  he  nfiight  not  return  from"  hfs  trip 
abroad.  The  will  was  executed  on  Febru- 
ary 21  last,  just  before  '  he  sailed  for 
Europe,  and  after  making:  bequests  of 
$5,000  each  to  the  HHujIBataies  of  the 
Sunsliine  Society,  th^^Wbrew  Infant 
Asylum  and  the  Actors'  Fund  of  America, 
it  says  : 

"All  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  of 
my  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  wher- 
ever situated,  I  g'lve.  devise  and  bequeath 
to  mv-  beloved  "wife,  Irene  W.  Harris, 
f^hould.  slie  survive  me  for  a  period  of 
fifteen  days.  If  my  beloved  wife  does 
not  survive  me  fifteen  days  I  give,  devise 
and  ',,bequea.th  to  mv  wife's  mother, 
Rachel  Wallach,  the  sum  of  $25,000,  and 
the  remainder  to  be  divided  betAveen  Mrs. 
Samuel  B.  Sterne,  Mrs.  Eugene  Loeb,  Mrs. 
V/illiam  Harris,  Jr.,  and  my  niece,  Ruth 
,P.  Harris." 

•  The  petition  stated  that  the  value  of 
the  i-eal  estate  Is  $150,000  and  of  the 
persona.1  property  $145,000.  Mrs.  Harris 
and  the  testator's  father,  William  Har- 
ris, are  named  as  executors.  There  is  a 
provision  directing-  James  Forbes,  Max 
D.  Steuer,  F.  Howard  Schebbe,  Ben 
Stern,  Lee  Kugel-and  May  Loomis,  the 
friends  and  business  associates  of  Mr. 
Harris,  each  to  select  some  keepsake  from 
his  pei-sonal  effects  after  his  father  and 
brother  have  taken  such  articles  as  they 
want. 

In  an  affidavit  accompanying  the  will 
Mrs.  Harris  says  that  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  passengers  on  the  Titanic,  and 
states :  ' 

"I  left  the  steamer  together  with  Mrs. 
Thorne  to  enter  a  collapsible  boat,  which  i 
was  the  last  to  leave  the  steamer.  At 
the  time  that  we  both  left  to  enter  the 
VtfAaf.  my  husband  was  stand!ng  on  the 
crscr^:  or  the  Titanic.  Within  a  few 
moments  after  we  struck  the  water  and 
while  the  Titanic  was  in  full  view'  I  saw 
it  sink,  and  my  husband  was  there  on  the 
deck." 
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HELPING  THE  BLUiL 
BABIES  IN  NEW  YORK 


SUNSHINE   SOCIETY'S  WORK   FOR 
STATE    LAW. 


lilttio  Blind  Girl  as  Ix)bbyist — How 
Slie  Heli)ed  (iaiii  Bill  at  Albany— 
Her  Typewritten  Ivetter — Appeal 
for  Blind  Baby  Billiken — IMrst  Baby 
to  Benefit  by  New  I^w. 

During  the  sessions  of  the  last 
Legrislature  no  bill  created  more  in- 
terest or  ent,husiasm  than  that  known 
as  the  blind  baby  bill,  introduced  in 
the  Assembly  by  Assemblyman 
Seaker  of  St  I^wrence  County,  and 
In  the  Senate  by  Senator  Coats  of 
-Franklin    County. 

Not  long  ago,  this  paper  published 
,a  short  item  stating  that  the  only 
Institution  in  the  United  States  giv- 
ing proper  care  to  blind  babies  from 
the  day  Ihey  are  blinded,  was  estab- 
lished and  Is  maintained  by  the  Tn- 
-ternaiional  Sunshine  Society,  a  phil-; 
anthropic  newspaper  association,  of 
which  Mrs  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
^writer  and  publisher,  is  president 
general.  Now  the  Catholic  Institute 
•will   care   for   the    Catholic    blind. 

Several  years  ago,  Mrs  Alden,  in 
the  rounds  of  her  newspaper  work^^ 
|dlscoveied  that  there  was  no  provis- 
ion for  blind  babies  in  the  state  of 
Kew  York  under  the  age .  of  8  years; 
that  is,  the  Commissioner  of  I^duca- 
tion  could  not  appoint  a  blind  child 
under  8  to  any  educational  institution 
for  care. 

On  further  investigation  she 
learned  that  children  blinded  in  in- 
fancy could  not  li\'e  to  the  age  of  S 
without  special  t^are  and  not  become 
hopelessly  idiotic  or  fieeble.-minded; 
that  children  of  the  poor  blinded  in 
early  infalicy  were  relegated  to  the 
Idiot  departments  or  public  institu- 
tions, or  to  the  poorhouse  in  county 
districts;  where  they  picked  their  eye's 


•with  vhoir  fingers.  Bui 
heads  against  the  wall,  pounded 
themselves  with  their  little  fists,  un- 
til some  injury  would  i:esuU  in  the 
baby  dyin^.  Or,  if  the  child  lived, 
It  met  a  worse  fate — mental  blind- 
ness. The  queer  av-^tions  of  the  child 
led  the  general  public  to  jump  at 
the  concl-jsion  that  it  was  an  idiot, 
Hf-r.^fi  if  was  simply  a  little  soul  try- 
ing to  And  itself,  and  no  friendly 
hand   extended   in   help. 

Little  Rachel  was  taken  from 
Randall's  Island  when  a  tiny  little 
thing,  where  she  had  been  sent  be- 
cause of  having  had  spinal  menin- 
gitis, also  measles,  which  left  her 
blind.  From  the  hospital  there  she 
was  taken  by  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society  and  put  with  other  de- 
pendent blind  children  that  could  be 
collected,  all  thrown  away  by  the 
public    as    not,  worth    saving. 


THK     "BIIJ.TKEX"      liLI?sl)      HAiiV 


No  SSiaJc  Will  Su'^'jort  Aim.  Nobody 
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Eighty-two  of  these  little  folks 
Were  given  the  best  possible  nurs- 
ing undex'  graduate  nurses,  the  best 
possible  training  under  graduate 
kindergartners,  with  the  result  that 
only  two  failed  to  respond  mentallj 
— one    was   a    little      boy      who        had 


bumped  his  head  at^ainst  the  wall  un- 
til  he'-'got   it  out  of  shape. 

The  next  thing  was  to  get  the 
■world  to  understand  that  it  should 
at  least  give  its  blind  babies  th^MSLVC 
that  it  was  giving-  dumb  animals.  The 
society  got  a  bill  through  the  Legis- 
lature in  1908  which  provided  for  the 
dependent  New  York  City  children. 
That  was  four  years  ago.  But  the 
blind  babies  outside  of  the  city  had 
no  protection,  so  the  Seaker-Coat.s 
bill  just  signed, by  Gov  Dlx  gives  the 
State  Commissioner  of  Education 
power  to  see  that  blind  children  ar-; 
educated  and  cared  for  fi'om  the  day 
they  are  blinded,  appointed,  not  com- 
mitted, to  an   institution  for  care. 

Little  Rachel  is  only  one  of  80  or 
more  children  who  have  lieen  edu- 
cated in  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  dem- 
onstrating the  fact  that  they  needed 
only  care  to  prove  themselves  bright, 
normal,    healthy    youngsters. 

The  gtory  of  Rachel  Aslcenas,  10 
years  old  nnd  blind,  and  how  she  lob- 
ibied  for  the  blind  babies'  bill  prob- 
ably has  no  parallel  in  interest  and 
sentiment  in  the  stnnals  of  the  state 
Legislature. 

Tt  appealed  with  additional  force 
to  the  '^f^ople  of  Troy  for  the  reason 
that  a  Trojan,  Seymour  Van  Sant- 
voord.  the  Governor's  legal  adviser, 
fl,gured  conspicuously  in  the  steps 
that  marked  the  progress  of 
the  measure.  In  fact,  the  little  blind 
girr  selected  Mr  Van  Santvoord  as 
her  special  champion,  and  a  strong 
attachment  sprang  up  between  them. 
He  has  in  his  possession  letters  and 
photographs  sent  to  him  by  Rachel 
fi-om  time  to  time  that  he  values 
highly  and  will  ever  cherish  as  me- 
mentos of  one  of  the  hanpiest  and 
most  impressive  incidents  of  his  ca- 
reer. 


The   Yomij^est  Lobbyist. 

It  was  Mrs  Alden  who  took  Rachel 
to  the  Capitol  at  Albany,  where  she 
a^neared  as  the  youngest  lobbyist 
iiiver  seen  In  the  Legislature,  and  a 
little  heroine  working  for  the  cause 
of  blind  babies.  To  the  Governor, 
Lieutenant  Governor,  Senators  and 
■A-ssemblymen  and  all  state  officials 
iihe  advocated  the  bill.  She  captured 
all  hearts  and  all  votes.  She  at- 
tended the  committee  hearings  and 
listened    attentively   to    all    arguments. 

When  the  bill  -massed  the  Senate 
ehe  was  lifted  by  I^ieut  Gov  Conway 
Into  his  chair,  and  she  was  delighted 
When  told  that  every  Senator  had 
▼oted  for  the  blind  babies.  The  meas- 
ure was  unanimously  passed.  All 
agreed  that  the  result  made  the  little 
blind  girl  the  most  successful  lobby^ 
let  of  the   session. 


Wh^n  Mrs  Alden  took  Rachel  lo 
the  executive  chamber  Gov  DIx  mo- 
tioned to  have  the  blind  girl  broug-ht 
to  him.  Both  her  hands  went  ouL 
Impulsively  when  told  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  great  state  of  New  York 
(Rras  standing"  before  her.  When  the 
Governor  bent  to  take  her  chubb/ 
palma  she  clung  long  and  tightly  to 
his  outstretched  hands  while  she  told 
him  how  she  wanted  him  to  sign  the 
bill  that  would  help  her  and  other 
blind  hables  to  obtain  admission  to 
the  International  Sunshine  Society's 
School,  in  \*'hich  kind  people  helped 
to  lighten  the  burden  Imposed  by 
blindness.  The  little  one  was  elo- 
quent In  her  appeal,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor was  deeply  touched,  as  were  all 
others  who  met  her  at  the  Capitol. 

One  of  the  BriglU^st. 

Rachel  Is  one  of  the  brightest  of, 
blind  children.  She  is  far  ahead  of 
many  seeing  children  of  her  age.  Asl 
she  went  about  the  Capitol  there  was' 
noted  in  her  demeanor  the  self-con-; 
sciousnes®  characteristic  of  the  blind. 
She  clung  constantly  to  Mrs  Alden'a 
gown,  and  the  latter  engaged  her  in 
light  conversation  nearly  all  the  time 
to  keep  her  attention  attracted  andl 
hei"  thoughts  from  herself.  In  pass- 
ing the  various  objects  of  interest  ini 
the  corridors,  Mrs  Alden  explained! 
them  to  her  charge,  who  asked  many  ' 
questions  and  frequently  expressed  a 
desire  lo  feel  the  objects  under  dis- 
cussion. 

From  the  beginning  Mr  Van  Sant- 
voord  be'^ame  profoundly  interested 
in  tlie  little  blind  girl  and  her  mis- 
sion and  gave  her  all  the  assistance  in 
his  power.  After  the  bill  had  passed 
he  wrote  to  the  Chiet  Executive  as  a 
private  citizen  a  letter  couched  in. 
language  both  serious  and  jocose,  lu' 
whi(  h  he  appealed  to  the  Governor 
to  sign  the  bill.  The  Governor  ac- 
knowledged the  communication,  stat-l 
ing  that  he  could  not  have  resisted 
such  an  appeal  anyv\ay,  but  had  al- 
ready made  up  his  mind  to  sign  the, 
measure.  i 

As    soon    as    the    Governor    had    at- 
tached   nis    ^signature    to    the    bill    Mr 
Van     Santvoord     sent    a     telegram     to; 
Rachel  announcing  the  fact.        In    re-- 
ply  he  received  the  following  by  tele- 
graph from  Summit 

•'Dear  Mr  Van  Santvoord— l  have 
just  received  the  telegram  and  have 
sent  one  to  Go\-  Dix.  I  love  j^ou 
very  much.  Mr  Van  Santvoord,  and  so 
do  all  our  babies.  Your  little, 
friend, 

"RACHEf.." 


Kachol   Teles rapljs   liio  Governor. 

To    Gov    Dix    Rac^hel    sent    t!ie    fol- 
io'»vin'T  tekg-ram: 

I  "I  thank  you  so  much  for  .^ig-!iing 
[the   bill    for    the    blind    babies.  Mr 

Van  tantvoord  sent  me  the  telegram. 
It  is  the  first  I  ever  got  In  my  life. 
Mrs  Alden  is  going  lo  ha\"e  it  frained 
and  huncj  in  my  room  right  o\  er  my 
typewriter.  T  called  the  children  to- 
gether, the  babies  and  nurses,  too. 
and  did  you  hear  them  give  three 
cheers  for  Gov  Dix?  We  all  screamed 
cot  jus*  as  loud  as  we  could.  We 
will  love  you  forever  and   ever. 

•'LITTLE   BLIND  RACHEL." 

The  day  before  the  Govei-nor 
signed  tho  bill  I\Jr  \'an  Santvoord  re- 
ceived a  typewritten  letter  from 
Rachel  that  in  construction  an:l  me- 
chanical workmanship  would  be  a 
credit  to  anj'  child  of  her  years 
b^rseed  with  the  powers  of  vision.  It 
follows: 

"Dear  Mr  Van  Santvoord — Mrs 
Alden  wouldn't  wait.  for  me  to 
write  a  letter.  I  had  a  good  time  in 
Albany,  and  liked  you  best  of  all  the 
people.  The  Governor  had  a  kind 
voice,  and  I  liked  him.  too,  but,  well, 
I  guess  F  liked  everybody.  We  play 
Legislature  now  at  the  Blind  Babies' 
Home  ever>-  afteriioon.  Yesterday  t 
was  Mr  Van  Santvoord,  and  Baby 
Helen  wanted  me  to  coax  our  teacher 
to  let  her  stay  up  last  nierht  and  join 
the  dancing  with  us.  We  made  out 
a  bill  for  the  teacher  to  sign,  and 
she  signed  it  all  right.  Just  now, 
she  said,  '  she  wouldn't  start  the 
fashion  ot  vetoing,  so  we  are  going 
^to^ha\e  a  good  time  for  a  while.  This 
f afternoon  I  am  going  to  be  Gov  Dix. 
1  have  learned  to  write  his  name.  All 
the  blind  babies  in  the  house  are  go- 
ing to  go  to  the  playroom,  and  all 
who  can  talk  are  going  to  say  why 
they  want  me  to  sign  the  blind  babies' 
bill.  The  nurses  are  going  to  talk 
for  the  babies.  T  am  going  to  listen 
and  look  very  sober.  When  they 
are  through  I  am  going  to  sign 
'Gov  Dix'  over  both  sides  of  the  pa- 
per. 

'•Your   little  friend. 

•'RACHEL  ASKE.VAS. 
"P.  S. — I  don't  think  1  like  you 
best  because  jiou  gave  me  $2.  I  like 
you  best  because  you  said  you  had 
seven  little  boys  and  girls.  I  have 
been  thinking  that  over,  and  T  am 
sure   that  is   the   reason.  I   wish    I 

could    see    them  f,some    day. 

"R.    A." 

The  reason  for  Rachel's  naiv^e  ex- 
;pianation  of  her  preference  for  Mr 
Van  Santvoord  is  revealed  in  a  let- 
ter sent  him  by  Mrs  Alden,  reading 
as   follows: 


"Dea^-  Judge:  Thank  j^oii  ao  much 
for  the  letter  just  received.  Your! 
last  sentence  will  lift  a  load  from| 
RacheVs  heart.  I  teased  her,  say-^ 
ing  that  I  felt  sure  her  affections 
were  bought  with  the  $2,  and  jok- 
inprly  said  it  was  too  bad  that  she 
should  become  so  thorough  a  poli- 
tician on  her  first  trip  to  Albany.  I 
ought  to  have  known  better,  bee 
cause  she  only  hears  the  voice  and 
misses  the  expression  on  the  face 
when  one  is  joking,  and  her  littlei 
heart  has  been  worried.  Try  as  I 
would  to  convince  her  that  I  was  only 
joking.  I  felt  that  she  was  still  afraid 
that  you  might  think  she  liked  you 
best  because  of  vour  gift.  This  will 
settle  it  all  right,  and  I  am  glad.  And 
I  have  learned   a   lesson,   too." 

The  pen  with  which  Gov  Dix 
signed  the  bill  has  been  sent  by  Mr 
Van  Santvoord  to  Mrs  Alden  and  it 
will  be  treasured  among  the  most 
valued  mementos  of  th^  Sunshine 
Home. 

The  bill  is  regarded  by  instructors 
of  the  blind  as  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant steps  in  education  in  many 
years.  Mrs  Alden  voices  the  senti- 
ments of  those  associated  with  her 
in  the  work,  that  "it  will  cost. the 
state  more  to  have  them  grow  up  as: 
Idiots  than  as  intelligent  little  be- j 
ings." 

Little  Rachel  Askenas,  in  late]r| 
years,  when  she  recalls  her  brief 
career  as  a  lobbyist  at  the  A-lbaiiv 
Capitol,  or  has  it  recalled  to  her,  will  j 
have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  partj 
siie  took  in  tTie  cause  of  blind  ba- ; 
bies. 
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First    Baby    to    Benefit    by    the    Xew 
Law. 

Last  Sunday,  the  first  baby  under 
this  new  law  found  its  way  to  thoi 
International  Sunshine  Arthur  Home! 
for  Blind  Babies  at  Summit.  N.  J. 
The  papers  had  already  been  made 
out  to  send  it  to  the  feebie-i^^ded 
institution    in    Rome,    N.    Y. 

The  announcement  that  Gov 
had  signed  the  bill  proviqling  for  th^ 
care  of  all  blind  babies  by  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  reached 
the  eje  of  Miss  Tompkins,  of  Ossln- 
ing.  She  phoned  Mr.^  Alden  in  New 
York,  explaining  that  it  was  a  baby 
two  years  old  with  beautiful  brown 
eyes  with  no  seeming  defect  except 
its    sightlessness. 

Mrs  Alden  answered  the  phone 
telling  her  to  bring  it  down  Imme- 
diately and  not  wait  for  the  appoint- 
ment papers,  which  no  doubt  will  be 
several   weeks  yet  in  coming. 

The  little  baby.  "Anna."  was  met 
at  the  train  by  Rachel,  into  whose 
arms    it    was    placed,    and    the      little 


(girl  exchilming-,  ''This  Is  my  baby,^ 
the  first  baby  that  conies  to  the  home" 
under   the   new  law." 

Yes,  it  is  the  first  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  babies  that  little  Rachel  haa 
liberated  from   mental   darkness. 

T>o  You  Know  a  Blind  Baby? 

If  you  know  of  a  blind  baby,  no 
Ijdifferenee  whether  the  parents  are 
'  rtch  or  poor,  tell  them  of  this  won- 
derful institution  maintained  by  the 
International  Sunshine  Society,  head- 
quarters, 96  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
City,  Mrs  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
president  general,  where  babies  are 
taken  and  given  special  care  until 
they  are  old  enough  to  enter  the 
state  institutions  provided  for  older 
children. 


TjlT'rr  K    RACHFiT     ASKEXAS, 

Tho  Blind  <iirl-I>:>bbyist.        The  Tnter- 

natioiial    :viirishine   Mascut. 


Surely  there  never  was  a  more  '--i- 
portant  step  taken  in  the  work  of 
educating-  the  young! 

The  Waverly  Free  Press  Record  of 
Waverly,  N.  Y.,  has  started  a  publij 
plea  for  money  to  help  establish  a 
free  bed  for  blind  bal>y  Billiken 
(named  so  because  his  mouth  is  al- 
ways   on    the    grin),    the    blind    baby 


that  no  stale  will  claim  and  nobody 
will  own;  who  was  put  into  the  arms 
of  a  nuise  at  the  Summit  Home  Tv)!" 
Blind  Rabies,  by  a  woman  who 
])rought  the  ohild  from  Kansas  City, 
Ks. 

Xow  Jer,«»ey.  naturally,  won't  pay' 
for  him,  for  he  is  not  a  state  pauper, 
neither  will  Xew  York  nor  any  other 
state  claim   l^im. 

Kansas  City  claims  that  he  wa^  l"ft 
ir.  the  depot  there  by  someone  who 
came  from  Missouri,  and  Missouri 
cifii'i.r-  tliat  it  ^^■as  Vjrought  fr  un  an-! 
otlKi  state  into  Missouri.  So  the 
ba)>y  iias  been  shifted  baclv  and  fiU'Th 
iiutil  llnally  he  has  found  a  iiiwen  c;" 
rest  among-  the  little  blind  babies  in 
the  Arthur  Home,  at  b''ummit,  N.  J. 
It  was  necessary  to  give  a  bond  -A 
one  thousand  dollars  before  the  lii- 
lernational  vSunshine  Society  was 
permitted  to  keep  him  and  feed  him. 
Th^'  Waverly  P'ree  Press  reports  $3o 
already  on  hand. 

Baby  Billiken  is  the  joUiest.  roliy- 
polliest  little  3-year-old  that  ever 
came  to  this  land  of  the  living.  He 
cuts  up  all  kinds  of  didos  and  would 
rather  stand  on  his  head  than  on  his 
ieet  any  time.  He  keeps  one  nurse 
on  the  jumi)  to  attend  to  him,  but 
everybody  loves  him.  His  eyes  are 
big  and  brown  that  look  at  one  most 
appealingly,  but  there  is  no  Ight 
there. 


Tlhe  new  law  is  expected  to  be  of  great 
value  to  blind  children,  who  heretofore 
oou'ld  not  enter  the  irstitution  until  they 
were  eight  years  old.  The  first  Infant  to 
be  admitted  to  the  Sunshine  Home  under 
the  new  measure  is  Annie  Grace,  two 
years  old.  of  Ossining.  Some  fifty  blind 
children  are  being  cared  for  in  the  in- 
stitution and  115  from  various  States  are 
on  the  waiting  list  for  aamlssion.  The 
offices  of  tihe  International  Sunshine  So- 
.£i£^y  are  at  No.,  96  Fifth  avenue.  New  York. 
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SUNSHINERS  IN  CONVENTION 
^  HEAR  REPORT  OF  FOUNDING 
OF  HOME  FOR  BLIND  BABIES 


Two  Established   Three  Years  Are  Prominent  Among 

Work  of  Society.    President  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 

Alden  Makes  Address.     Delegates  Present 

From  All  Parts  of  the  United  Stales. 


The  foiirt€ientli  anim'al  convention  of 
tlie  Inte.rniatixOnal  Sunshine  Society  had 
its  foirmal  •opening  tthis  morning  at  9:30 
o'clock,  vviith  the  President-General, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  presid- 
ing. Piresentatiodi  of  creden'tials  occu- 
pied ithe  fijTSt  pant  of  the  progranume, 
and  fthe  business  meetang  wias  called  at 
10  o'clock.  The  invoca/tion  was  given 
i>y  »the  Vice  President,  iMrs.  Ttoeodoo^e 
P.  Seward,  and  the  lesson  readiing  to^ 
lowed  Iby  CVIrs.  McKiibbon.  T'h.e  mem^bei« 
then  joined  in  one  of  the  suns.hinei 
songs,  and  a  cordial  welcome  was  given 
'by  iMrs.  P.  T.  Luitweiler,  tihe  President 
of  one  of  the  local  sunshine  circles. 

The  greeting  of  the  President-Gen- 
eral was  emthusias'tically  received  for 
In  'all  paints  of  the  country  where  these 
branc'hes  exrist,  the  name  of  M'.rs.  Alden 
is  one  greatly  revered  and  loved.  The 
report  Of  the  Secretary-General  "was 
read  iby  iMrs.  Nelilde  E.  C.  Furman,  and 
among  ithe  ispecial  tilings  accented  in 
this  report  was  the  fact  that  through 
the  inde'fatigaible  efforts  of  Mrs.  Alden, 
tihe  bill  was  passed  at  Al'bany  in  March 
■making  it  possibie  for  blind  .baibiea, 
'under  eight  years  of  age,  to  receive  in- 
struction, and  to  find  a  home  at  Dyker 
Heig'hts,  Brooklyn,  and  ai  gummlt,  N. 
J.  where  the  sunsMners  'have  estajb- 
•lished  thCir  two  oomfortaihle  toomes  for 
this  purpose. 


Bnlist   Blind  Baby's  Aid.  | 

Pailinig  last  year  to  Qiave  the  ft>ill  pas-' 
sed,  CVIirs.  Alden  went  to  Ailibany,  and 
(took  •^"li'tli  ilea*  U'ttle  Radhel,  the  blind 


RACHEL  AKEXAS, 

Little  'Greek  iDlind  girl,  who  helped  to 
get  Blind  iBabies'  Bill  passed.       ' 

Greek  giirl,  "wdDo  saw  tlie  Governor,  'hi a 
Secretary  and  otiher  prominent  men, 
who  were  toucbed  by  (tiie  stron'g  appeal 
made  iby  the  chiild,  and  whicih  helped 
toward  the  carrying  cif  the  measure. 
Among  other  workers  for  this  bill,  w^as 
Hon.  Jolhn  S.  Wlh.alen  of  flhis  city, 
iW:hose  efPonts  were  appreciated  by  Mts.  ] 
Alden  and  all  of  her  shelpers.  1 

While  dining  at  a  friend's  'house  in] 
Alibany,  at  tihat  time,     ]\Irs.     Furmau! 
stated  Mrs.  Alden  received  a  telegram  i 
to  appeair  at  a  hearing  tbefOre  Governor  1 
Wiil&on  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  oppon- 
ents of  the  'bill  (in  that  state.    cNIrs.  AJ-^* 
den  tO'^k  the  miidnighit  train  for  New- 
Jersey,  'and  isaw  the  Governor,  plea-ded 
Iher  cause,  and  victory  for  the  Suns3iin- 
ers  was  the  result. 

These  twx)  'homes  for  blind  balbies  are 
especial   features  of  the  work  of  the 
organJizatibn,   althougih  there  are  hos- 1 
pitaJs,  reist  homes  and  otiher  important  j 
intsititution's     throughout    the     Unditedi 


I  states.  iProminent,  among  the  la;tteruai' 
the  i&tairkey  Semina-ry  Simsihlne  Lodge, 
ait  I>ak«;mon/t,  wheire  ithe  .mennbers  'Willl 
go  tomorrow  and  ith©  remaindeir  of  t'he 
tmslin^-ss  of  the  convention  wdll  (be  car- 
ried on. 

I  Tihe  ireport  of  the  audittor,  LeBarcn 
I'M.  Huntington,  was  reQ;d  ;by  Mrs. 
Snedcker,  and  the  ^report  of  the  Treas- 
ureir-^Genenal,  Mrs.  Edwin  Knowleis,  was 
!  presented  (by  J.  R.  Pettis.  The  latter 
iis  also  the  accountant  and  gave  a  com- 
pire^hensive  statement  of  the  buslnesa 
affairs  of  'the  org-anization.  (Mr.  Pettia 
gave  the  figures  of  the  total  assets  aa 
$121,085.12,  lialbiUties,  $37,778.70.  leav- 
ing a  surplus  dn  cash,  investments,  and 
real  estiate,  $88,806.42.- 


CYNTHIA  WESTOVER  AliDEN, 

'Founder  and    President  of   Interna- 
tional Sunslhine  Society. 


Votal  of   Kinall   OfTerlnss. 

The  tioitiad  amount  of  muouoy  iweilved 
'in  'the  fund  at  lieadquarters  an  New- 
York,  from  the  small  amounts  sent 
ifrom  many  -branches  in  the  last  12 
yeiars,  is  $338,632.25,  of  which  Mrs.  Al- 
den  .said  had  been  entirely  devoted  to 
charities,  leaving  only  the  small 
amount  still  unspent  of  $24.  Mrs.  Al- 
den,  d'uring  Mr.  Pettis'  report,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  was  only 
a  sm.all  ipercentage  of  the  amounts) 
spent  in  each  branch  for  its  local  work. 
$500  had  'been  the  contnibution  made 
from  Rocihesber,  and  from  many  fore- 
'ign  countriies,  there  had  heen  contribu- 
itions  s'hoiwiing  doyal  workers  all  over 
the  world. 

'Mrs.  Edi'th  A,  M.  Casey  ©ave  the 
isc'holarshiip  'report,  stating  'ho*w  many 
students  were  receiving  edU'Cations  at 
Alf.red  University  Alfred,  N.  Y.  througlh 
ithe  generO'Sity  of  many  interesited  in 
the  work. 

The  roll  ca^ll  of  delegates  f'Ollowed, 
and  a  report  on  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee was  given  'by  Mr'S.  W.  G.  Dor- 
sey,  Jr.  Responsive  readings  and  pray- 
er by  Mrs.  Deloss  O.  Eldredge  closed 
the  morning  session. 

Interesting  notes  of  the  'Starkey 
Home  were  'presented  by  IMirs.  'Cbarles 
H.  Carroll,  who  is  devoting  her  en^ 
tire  time  to  the  management  and  di- 
recttion  of  this  iliome  of  rest. 

That    "Album    of    Fame." 

The  President  General  in  'her  ^greet- 
ing  accented  especially  the  work  which 
is  represented  in  the  fia^m^ous  "al'bnm  of 
fame."    In  s,peaking  of  it  g'he  sard: 

"If  yo'ur  auto-grapih  is  not  in  our  Al- 
bum of  JFame  and  the  autograp'h  of  all 
your  dear  ones  at  ihome,  a^-well  '.as  the 
names  of  »our  loved  ones  gone  iby  as 
memorials,   then,  there  is  some  work 
for  3^ou  s'till  to  do.     This  Ibook,  when 
full,  will  mean  $50,000  contributed  in 
$1  amounts  tO'Wards  clearing  off  the 
debts  of  the  mother  office.  These  de'bts, 
remem'ber,  were  not  made  'by  our  so- 
ciety, 'but  are  in  the  form  of  mortgages 
of    properties   turned    over    to   iie.      I 
wish  to  impress  upon  yO'U  that  we  ihave 
never  made  a  debt,  but  our  .assets  this 
year,     no't     withstanding     the     great 
amount  expended  on  maintaining  the 
sick  and  the  hlind,  amount  close  on  to 
$84,000.     This  is  the  book  value,  too, 
of  our  'properties.    iS'honld  'we  quote  tihe 
selling  price  we  would  go  far  'beyond 
the  one  ;hundred  thousand  dollar  mark. 
All  of  this  we  'have  established  'a&  a. 
foundation  for  the  great  work  for  our 
??reat  army  to  stand  upon. 


!  "It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  cheer 
fend  sunshine  that  has  been  Sipread 
,  broadcast  throu^iout  this  world  he- 
icaiuse  of  the  sound  footing  provided  for 
lour  workers  through  General  Head- 
qu-anters." 

Mayor  Eidserton  Speaks. 
I  The  .meeting  this  lafternoon  opened  at 
[2  o'clock,  with  the  President  General 
•presiding  and  ^a  greeting  iiom  'Mayor 
Hon.  Hiram  Edgerton.  Mrs.  F.  Sew- 
ard gave  a  report,  also  iMiss  Florence 
Lay  ton,  :Mrs.  Nellie  C.  Farman  and  a 
lesson  reading  was  given  by  Mrs.  Arm- 
strong. Miss  Grace  Warren  sang  a  solo. 
One  of  the  guests  oi  honor  of  the  lait- 
ernoon  was  the  80-year-old  father  of 
Mrs.  Alden,  'Professor  Westover,  of 
'Oalifornia,  who  'brings  greetings  from 
Los  Angeles. 

A  dinner  Avill  he  given  th.is  evening 
at  6  o'clock  for  the  officers  and  iMrs-  Al- 
den, and  a  reception  later  with  the 
following  speakers:  Dr.  R.  iM.  West, 
.Mrs.  Henry  F.  Burton,  Mrs.  P.  T.  Luit^ 
.weiler,  :Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden, 
I'O.  S.  Westover,  (Mrs.  Nellie  B.  C.  Fur- 
man,  '^Mrs.  Edith  A.  IM.  Casey,  iMrs. 
Blanche  Campbell,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Car- 
roll, Mrs.  Theodore  F.  Seward,  iMrs  H. 
B.  Howell,  IMrs.  George  L.  Andrus. 
Dossenbach's  Orohestra  will  play  and 
J.  Guernsey  Curtiss  and  'Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Norris  will  sing  . 

I  After  an  auto  ride  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, the  delegate:?  and  members  will 
[take  the  train  for  Lakemont,  where  the 
business  of  the  convention  will  be  car- 
ried on  until  Monday  morning. 

Many  happy  faces  and  much  cor- 
dial receiving  wa^  the  principal  fea- 
ture of  the  reception  held  last  nig-ht 
in  the  ball  room  of  the  Powders  Hotel, 
w.hen  the  members  of  the  Sunshine 
Society  began  to  arrive  from  many 
cities  and  states,  and  gathered  about 
their  much-loved  President-General, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden. 
Siharing  the  bonors  with  Mrs.  Alden 
was  her  80-year-old  father,  Proifeasor 
O.  S.  Westover,  whose  Interest  and 
active  work  in  the  promotion  of  this 
gcod  'Cause  has  been  equal  to  that 
of  MiS  dau'ghter. 

Professor  Westover's  home  Is 
In  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  h.e  Is  in- 
terested in  what  is  called  the  Auto- 
graph Album  of  (Fame,  an  immense 
ViOLume,  with  thousands  of  names  in- 
iscribed,  including  famous  people  of 
all  nations.  Thro'UgTi  the  money  con- 
tributed by  these  subscribers  it  is  ex- 
pected that  a  heavy  mortgage  that 
liujpd'eiLS  fthe  InternationaJl  Suufilila© 


PROF.   O.   8.  WESTOVER, 

Of  lx>s  Angeles,  Cal.,  fatiber  of  Presi- 
dent Alden,  and  enthusiast  in  Sun- 
ehine  cause. 

property  will  'be  paid  off. 

Many  guests  of  note  are  constantly 
arriving.  Among  well-known  mem- 
bers are:  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover 
Alden,  oif  Brooklyn,  President  of  the 
society;  Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman, 
President  of  the  Southern  Division  of 
New  York;  Mrs.  Louise  B.  Campbell, 
state  treasurer  of  the  southern  di- 
visio'n;  Mrs.  Edith  A.  M.  Casey,  as- 
siisitant  secretary  from  headquarters, 
and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  of  Branch  5, 
Brooklyn. 

The  Cameo  Branch  of  Brooklyn  ds 
represented  iby  Mrs.  M.  E.  Snedeker 
and  'Mrs.  Julius  R.  Pettis.  In  the  P'aat.y 
were  iMiss  Florence  Layton  of  Benson- 
hurst-ibywthe^Sea,  iMiss  Stella  Roth  of 
Ne/w  Orleans,  Mrs.  G.  W,  Dorsey  and 
Mrs.  R.  .Primrose  of  Walmiington,  Del.; 
IMrs.  Edwin  Knowles  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Mrs.  Rivotte  and  two  delegaites 
from  Schenectady;  O.  S.  Westover  of 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Mrs.  Boyde  L.  Del- 
bridige,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Wadleigh,  Mrs.  Al- 
bert B.  Scott,  Mrs.  M.  V.  Wiortendyke, 
m.TS.  E.  A.  Tuttle  and  Miss  N.  Caiples 


! of  New  York  City,  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  J. 
SbapJes  of  Old  Orchard,  who  Qias  not 
m/is36d  a  convention  diiring  'the  14 
years  of  the  exiis'tenoe  of  the  isooiety, 
even  tnaveling  from  iher  ihome  in  Maine 
''to  attend  ithe  meetings  of  the  society 
in  Texiais. 

T'he  'Sunsihme  Society  v^as  (formed  in 
Feibriiary,  1900  land  originated  in  a 
ismall  way.  While  Mrs.  Alden  was  ajs- 
isocjia'ted  wiith  the  New  York  Recorder, 
jiS'he  was  the  recipient  of  several  Chfrist- 
toas  'oards.  In  order  to  give  pieasure  to 
otlhers  she  sent  them  out  and  wlhen  her 
-eo-workers  exclaimed  againsit  giving 
'one's  Chiriistmas  gifts  -away,  sihe  made 
it  .plain  that  it  wias  much  'better  tlian 
to  throw  the  cards  in  a  few  days  into 
itihe  wasite  bias.ke>t. 

I  Inspired  vv^ith  thiis  idea  of  sending 
iout  remembirances  ithiat  might  be 
multiplied  'fouirfoild,  a  new  set  of  oard<s 
'Wias  given  by  the  staff  to  the  President- 
iGenenal,  Who  immediately  sent  them 
!.all  out  /again.  Tihe  thanks  received  for 
these  cards  weire  so  pretty  thtat  an  item 
was  made  of  dt  in  the  New  York  Re- 
corder. Tbis  caused  further  oorres- 
.pondeinee,  and  resulted  in  la  club  for 
[the  excihange  of  friendly  'greetings.  The 
name  "Ohat"  wias  at  first  ohosen  for 
itttie  column,  but  in  time  the  member- 
|fi,h'iip  grew  'so  large  'that  a  club  badge; 
jiaind  the  motto  "Good  'C'beer"  were  se- 
lected, and  the  name  "Shut-In"  given 
!to  the  siociiety. 

I  On  January  15,  1896,  the  name  of  the 
society  was  changed  to  the  Sunsihdne 
I  Society. 

i  i.iids  change  was  made  because  of 
conflict  -witai  a  sGiut4ii  socdeity  orgaa- 
ized'in  1884.  Ohangiug  the  word  S'hut- 
In  to  Sunsibine  did  not  interfere  witih 
the  club  motto  or  pin. 
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J  Children    To   Be  the 
"^    C/ii^/    Performer^ 

Two  Performances  To  Be  Given  in 

Carnival  for  Hi  |||  |||  nf  liiiiilriii  ' 

Emergency  Branch. 


Rehearsals  have  been  held  foi-  seV('i;Ui 
■^•eeks  foi-  the  spring  senriiyannual  benefit! 
In  aid  of  the  Sunshine  Home  'SmmMiemt\ 
Babies,  which  is  to  be  given  by  the  chil-' 
d^fFBWhe  Sunshine  E:mergency  Br£(nch 
of  the  Southern  New  York  Division  of  thei 
International  Sunshine  Society,  under  thai 
direction  of  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Entwisle, 
pj-esident  of  the  branch. 

The  benefit,  which  will  be  in  the  form  ot 
a   carnival,  is  to  be  held  in  Good  Counsel 
H^ll.   Madison  street,   between   Ralph  an 
Patchen  avenues. 

The  Emergrency  Branch  has  increased 
so  g:reatly  in  membership  and  so  many 
numbers  have  been  arranged  for  the  prO-j 
^i-amme  that  two  perfoi-mances  are  to  bej 
Kiven.  The  first  is  announced  for  Wednes-' 
day  evening-,  May  22,  at  eight  o  clock.  The 
second  will  be  held  at  the  same  hour  pn 
Friday  evening,    May   24.  I 

Among  the  young  performers  .who  have 
already  given  many  successful  entertain-! 
ments  for  charity  will  be  Ethel  Viola  | 
Bro-wn,  toe  dancer;  Mildred  l,.awrence,  i 
who  will  give  French  dances;  Grace; 
Connor,  Spanish,  and  Ijeona  Bernstein,; 
classical  daitces;  Paul  Sehweizer,  violin, 
selections;  Dorothy  Rae  »>peedick.  fancy 
dances;  Mar.iorie  Brierly,  a  Cupid  dance, 
and  Estelle  Brown,  clog  dancm'g.  .    i 

Surprise  numbers  are  to  be  given  by 
"Nanette  Acker,  Sophie  Lehman,  Maryj 
Hall.  Bethel  WiL^on  and  Lucille  Moore.     I 

Others  who  are  to  take  part  are' 
l^eona  and  Thelma  Entwisle,  skilled' 
banjo  and  mandolir.  piayer.'^.  as  well  as 
costume  dancers;  Lillian  Ehrlich,  elocu-, 


tionist; 


.leanett©       Goldstein,        daneer; 


Miriam  Conway,  toe  dancer:  Ethel  Nieb-i 
negge,  Irene  Meier.  Art'elie  and  Helen! 
Gobel.  Joyce  Taylor.  Stanley,  Abbott' 
and  Gertrude  Volk,  the  two  latter  im-! 
personators. 

For  some  time  Mra.  Entwisle  and  he:^ 
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daughtei's.  liax  H  hvou  leaching  the  little] 
ones   of   tlie    Home   for   Blind    Babies    to  I 
dance.    They  hold  a  class  in  the  home  in 
Dyker    HeiglUs    orice    a     week,    to     the 
great  delisht  of  the  blind  children,  who' 
are    making    remarkable    progress,    the, 
exercise  being"  of  great  benefit  to  them 
in   their  kindergarten  work.  i 

Mrs.  Cynthia  We.'^tover  Alden  will  at-j 
tpnd  the  carnival  Wedne.sd-ay  evening-, 
T;naking-  an  address.  On  Friday  eventngi 
t^here  will  be  an  address  by   Mrs.   Nellie! 


Jp.   C.   Furniaifl. 
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lY  TO  ASYLUM. 


Sunsliinc     Society     Brings     Its     First 
Patient   From   Penn   Van. 

Penn  WT  N.  Y.,  May  20.— The  first 
child  to  beV^af^ed  in  a  blind  baby  asylum 
aa  a  result  of  the  passage  and  signing  by 
Gov.  Dix  of  the  blind  babies  bill  was  taken 
to  New  York  to-night.  The  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilbur  Styles,  live  on  a  farm 
near  this  village. 

The  child,  which  is  4  years  old,  was 
seized  Avhen  a  year  old  with  convulsions 
in  an  attack  of  indigestion  and  almost 
total  blindness  and  deafness  resulted. 

The  International  Sunshine  Society, 
with  headquarters  at  96  Fifth  avenue, 
New  York,  which  had  the  bill  passed, 
closed  its  convention  and  the  delegates 
left  here  to-night.  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden  of  New  York  was  reelected 
president  general  for  five  years.  She 
jand  others  accompanied  Mrs.  Styles  and 
the  baby  to  New  York.  Delegates  paid 
the  mother's  fare  to  and  from  New  York. 

Other  officers  elected  were:   Vice-presi^ 
dent,  Mrs.  Theodore  T.  Seward    of  Eaj 
Orange.    N.    J.;    treasurer,    Mrs.    Erwii 
Knowles    of    Brooklyn;    secretary,    Mrij 
May  Beattie,  Bensonlmrst  by  the  Sea, 
[director,  Mrs.  Nettie E.  Fiirman,  Brookb 
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SUNSHINE  CARNIVAL  ENJOYED 


Youthful  Entertainers  Delighted 
an  Audience  That  Filled  Good 


^ffw 


Counsel    Hall. 


was  estimated  that  almost  1,000  peo- 
jple  were  present  last  evening  at  Good 
•Counsel  Hall,  Madison  street,  between 
[Ralph    and    Patchen    avenues,    when    the 


Bhine  Emergency  Branch  for  the  benefit 
of  the   Home  for   Blind    Babies. 

The  euierta.ittWtmff^H'Iff'^^^^f^m^Tely 
by  the  members  of  the  Emergency  Branch, 
which  numbers  sixty-flve,  all  of  whom 
,are  children,  and  all  were  trained  for  the 
'occasion  by  Mrs.  Edward  G.  Entwisle,  to 
^whom  much  credit  is  given  for  the  suc- 
cessful way  in  which  each  child  took  its 
♦part. 

\  A  similar  performance  will  be  presented 
on  PYIday  evening,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
at  least  $100  will  be  realized  for  the 
home.  Father  Durick,  rector  of  the 
Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Good  Counsel,  and 
his  parishioners  gave  half  the  sum  that 
is  necessary  to  rent  the  hall,  and  the 
Brooklyn  Ensemble  Orchestra,  under  the 
direction  of  J.  A.  Coulter,  gave  its  serv- 
;ices  free,  Mrs.  H.  N,  Snow  acted  as  ac- 
companist. 

Mrs.  Cynthia,  Westover  Alden  made  a 
short  speech  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  in  behalf  of  the  blind  babies. 
She  spoke  proudly  of  the  fact  that  New 
York  State  was  the  first  to  come  forward 
and  help  the  cause,  which,  she  said,  is 
one  of  the  noblest  works  that  is  being 
carried  on  In  the  world  today. 

From  the  opening  chorus  to  the  end 
of  the  programme  the  house  rang  with 
applause.  The  "Havannah  Chorus,''  which 
had  been  coached  by  Mrs.  Entwisle's 
eldest  daughter,  who  is  only  15  years  of 
age,  nearly  brought  down  the  house.  It 
was  burlesqued  by  Leona  and  Thelma 
Entwisle,  Mildred  Lawrence  and  Lillian 
.Kushion,  and  the  chorus  was  composed 
of  Leona  Bernstein,  Marjorie  Brierley, 
Jeanette  Goldstein,  Almira  Sleuter,  Es- 
telle  Brown,  Ethel  Niebrugge,  Joyce  Tay- 
lor and  Miriam  Conway. 

Paul  Schwei'zer,  the  boy  violinist,  who 
is  soon  to  go  abroad  to  study,  delighted 
his  audience  with  two  solos.  Ethel  Zwieg, 
the  child  wonder,  played  the  piano  with 
her  usual  brilliancy. 

A  number  of  the  children  were  ex- 
tremely young,  and  it  was  their  first  ap- 
pearance behind  the  footlights.  For  in- 
stance, Helen  and  Ottilie  Gobel,  Grace 
and  Stanley  Abbott.  Marion  Brennan  is 
considered  a  coming  star  as  a  dancer,  as 
are  also  Mildred  Lawrence,  Miriam  Con- 
way and  Leona  Berstein.  Marjorie 
Brierley,  the  little  cupid  with  the  gauzy 
wings,  and  who  danced  around  so  lightly 
on  the  tips  of  her  tiny  toes,  was  almost 
overwhelmed  with  flowers  and  applause. 
Everyone  who  had  any  part  in  the  even- 
ing's performance  appeared  in  the  last: 
number,  which  was  the  chorus  called  thei 
"Gaby  Glide."  ' 
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SUNSHINE  SOCIEH  DEAD 


Mrs.    Cynthia      Westover     Alden, 
I    Founder  and  President-General, 
Make$  Address  in  This  City 


i  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  foun- 
ider  and  president  general  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  deliv- 
ered an  interesting  address  on  Sat- 
urday evening  in  First  Presbyterian 
church. 

After' reviewing  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  work,  Mrs.  Alden  was 
[requested  to  tell  something  about  the 
Iwork  of  sa\ing  blind  babies.  Mrs. 
Alden  said  in  part: 

"When  the  care  of  the  blind  infant 
was  first  brought  to  our  attention,  we 
were  surprised  to  learn  that  in  the 
whole  United  States,  there  was  no 
provision  for  a  blind  Infant  from 
babyhood  up  to  school  age,  many  of 
the  institutions  not  taking  them  until 
eight  years  old;  we  also  discovered 
that  the  blind  children  of  the  very 
poor  seldom  live  to  be  eight  years  old 
without  becoming  feeble-minded  and 
Idiotic.  Few  of  the  very  poor  live  to 
be  that  age,  for  the  light-hunger  is 
so  much  greater  in  a  blind  child  than 
the  hunger  for  food  that  the  little 
fingers  do  not  stop  at  the  mouth  as  is 
the  case  with  the  seeing  children  who 
suck  their  thumbs,  but  they  pass 
right  by  to  the  eyes  and  there  they 
rub  and  dig,  and  dig  and  poke  their 
fingers  in,  generally  injuring  the  eyes 
and  blood  poison  sets  in,  and  the  little 
one   dies. 

"We  have  already  graduated  many 
of  these  children',  from  the  kinder- 
garten to  the  New  YorK  institution 
Cor  the  blind  on  Thirty-fourth  street, 
New  York  city.    Some  of  them_at,tlre 


head  of  their  classes.  Twenty-five 
little  human  beings  who  had  been  vir- 
tually thrown  away  by  the  world  as 
lot  worth  saving,  are  now  considered 
exceptionally  bright. 

"We  have^  therefore,  demonstrated 
to  our  perfect  satisfaction,  that  to 
sducate  the  blind,  they  must  be  sent 
a,s  early  as  possible,  to  an  institution 
that  is  a  nursey,  hospital,  kindergar- 
ten and  home  combined,  and  the  baby 
must  be  cared  for  from  the  minute  of 
its  blindness." 

Dr.  Adam  Geible,  the  blind  com- 
poser of  music,  was  present,  and  said 
he  fully  appreciated  the  necessity  of 
training  a  blind  infant  from  the 
time  of  its  birth.  He  commonded  the 
work  of  the  Sunshine  Society,  espe- 
cially this  work  of  saving  blind  in- 
fants. 

C.  R,  Van  Trump,  chairman  of  the 
Delaware  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
also  commended  the  work  of  training 
jlind  babies. 

Mrs.  Howard  Pyle  sang  two  solos 
in  her  usual  charming  style,  which 
delighted  the  audience.  The  invoca- 
tion was  by  the  Rev.  Archdeacon 
George  C.  Hall,  who  also  led  a  re- 
sponsive reading. 

The  audience  united  in  singing  the 
society's  song,  "Scatter  Simshine," 
followed  by  the  society's  creed,  "Pass 
it  On."  The  Rev.  J.  R.  Stonesifer  gave 
an  address  of  welcome  and  talk  on 
Sunshine,  showing  his  familarity  with 
the  objects  of  the  society. 

Edward  W.  Mauldin,  the  blind 
piano-turner,  rendered  an  overture 
on  the  piano.  Dr.  Geibel  also  gave  one 
of  his  own  compositions. 

Notice  is  given  that  the  Delaware 
branch  will  go  to  the  home  .of  Mrs. 
Averla  Bailey  next  Saturday  after- 
noon, June  15,  West  Grove,  Pa.  They 
will  go  in  automobiles  and  desire  that 
all  members  of  the  branch  will  go. 
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SUNSffllTE  HOME 


Story  of  Institution  Where 
Blind  Boy  From  Sherman 
HasK^n  Placed  Through 
Effd^  of  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Waterhouse. 

Sherman,    June    19.— Many   readers 
of  this  paper  will  recall  with  interest 
the  little  blind  boy,  Fritz  Soderberg, 
whom  Dr.  Slid  Mrs.  C.  H.  Waterhouse 
so  ardently  worked  for,   and   will   be 
pleased  to   know    that  he   was   taken 
by  the  latter  to  che  Arthur  Sunshine 
home    lor   Blind   Babies,    at    Summit, 
New   Jersey,   a   week   ago.   His   three 
months  schooling  at  Batavia  have  con- 
vinced the  most  .skeptical  that  he  is 
teachable  and  now  he  can  understand 
I  much  that  is  said  to     him    and    will 
I  obediently  say  what  you  ask  him  too, 
I  the  little  six  year  old  body  with  only 
the  development  of  a  two     year    old 
I  child  was  more  of  a  care  than  the  Ba- 
tavia   i^lind    teach  -'s     and      matrons 
could    give.      Too    much    praise     and 
I  credit  can  not  be  given  Mrs.  Charles 
[  Hamilton,  supt.  of  this-  home  and  Mrs. 
Sanford,    matron    and    teachers    wno 
gave  of  their  time  so  freely  for  this 
little  unfortunate  one.     In  the  Buffalo 
Sunday    Express   is    a    picture   of   six 
i  blind  children  at  Batavia,  the  first  lit- 
tle 'boy  is  from  Jamestown,  of  Swede 
parents,  who  could  talk  with  and  was 
"a        bigger        brother"        to      little 
Fritz.        The      spirit      of  helpfulness 
to         others         is         most        charac- 
teristic       among       these       .children. 
The  Arthur  Home,  named  after  little 
deceased  Arthur  Holmes,  whose  moth- 
j  er  collected  the  means  and  started  this 
I  home  first  as  a  help  for  poor  boys,  un- 
I  der  the  management  of  the  Episcopal 
Leiiurch,  finally  means  were  low  and  it 


was  offered  to  TWrs.  Aiden  wim  a  morf-* 

gase  of  seven  tliousand   dollars. 

Today  she  has  cleared  the  debt,  im- 
proved the  drives  and  cultivated  the 
shrubs  and  trees  of  the  four  acres  of 
land  and  there  are  located  there  31 
children,  20  of  whom  are  mere  babies,' 
some  just  learning  to  walk.  One  wasi 
found  in  New  York  in  a  soap  box,  hav- 
ing been  thrown  from  an  automobile. 
For  weeks  he  seemed  lifeless,  but  is 
now  nearlj'  two  years  old  and  most 
promising.  There  are  many  nurses 
and  they,  take  the  entire  care  of  one 
or  two  children,  the  patience  and  love 
for  tile  work  is  a  lesson  to  all  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  visit  the  home,  i 
As  the  appointment  paper  for  little | 
Fritz  were  so  delayed  in  reaching  the 
Sunshine  office  in  New  York,  Mrs.  Wa- 
terhouse  went  to  Albany  and  made  a 
personal  appeal  for  his  appointment, 
and  she  was  promised  a  four  j^ears' 
apointment  and  it  is  hoped  at  the  end 
of  that  time  will  be  fitted  to  return 
to  the  Batavia  Blind  school. 
This  branch  of  Sunshine  work 
is  all  that  the  word  implies  1 
and  any  help  that  any  individual  or  so- 1 
ciety  can  render  to  this  most  worthy  I 
cause  will  be  appreciated  by  Mrs.  Al-i 
den.  The  children  are  clothed  by  the 
society  unless  the  parents  or  guardian 
are  able  so  to  do  and  all  kinds  of  chil- 
dren's clothes  arc  usable.  The  especial- 
ly need  children's  lightweight  under- 
wear. 

The  evening  Fritz  arrived     at    the 
home  the  children  were  having  a  sur- 
prise in  honor  of  the  children's  birth- 
days.      Their  program     consisted     of 
.  music,  vocal,  and  one  little  boy,  six, 
and   little  girl,   seven,  played  Nearer 
My  God  to  Thee,  on  piano  and  violin. 
I  They  also  acted   Cinderella  most  im- 
'  pressively.       It  was  scarcely  believe- 
j  able  that  with  their  costumes,  dancing 
I  and  acting,  they  were  unable    to    see. 
!  The  keynote  is  "happiness";  it  is  well! 
written: 

] 
"The    soul    of    music  slumbers  in  the 

shell 
Till  waked  and'  kindled  by  the  Mas- 
ter's spell. 
And  feeling  hearts,  touch     them     but 

rightly,  pour 
A  thousand  melodies  unheard  before." 
Six  years  ago  there  was  taken  to 
the  office  of  Mrs,  Cynthia  ^Vestover 
Alden,  a  journalist  in  New  York  city, 
and  one  whose  pleasure  it  is  to  add 
sunshine  and    happiness   to   all     with 


whom  S'he  comes  in  •eohtact,  a  bliriid 
ba'by,  and  asked  what  could  be  done 
with  it.  After  careJul  research,  she 
learned  there  was  not  a  place  in  all 
New  York  state  for  blind  babies. 
Dogs,  cats  and  animals  of  all  kinds, 
crippled  babies,  feeble-minded  and  all, 
were  cared  for,  but  not  the  blind.  In 
fact,  there  are  only  two,  and  those 
private  institutions  in  the  United 
States  where  blind,  babies  were  taken. 
So  the  International  Sunshine  society 
branch  for  the  blind  was  started.  A 
room  was  rented  at  three  dollars  a 
week.  rs.  Alden  heard  of  a  blind 
baby  at  a  mission  and  earnestly  ap- 
pealed for  it.  It  was  in  a  deplorable 
physical  condition,  and  when  she  de- 
termined to  take  it,  many  thought  her 
a  fanatic.  Today  this  little  girl  is  a 
pride  and  delight  to  all  and  a  reward 
of  faithful  efforts  to  Mrs.  Alden. 

The  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  care,  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  the  blind,  was  Incorporated. 
Before  this  these  children  had  been 
sent  to  Randall's  Island,  for  feeble 
minded.  From  here  Mrs.  Alden  took 
six  babies  and  personally  supervised 
the  care  of  them  and  the  development 
was  marvelous.  They  were  recalled 
to  the  island,  but  through  the  untir- 
ing efforts  of  Mrs.  Alden  the  mayor 
of  New  York  city  became  interested 
■■'''d  an  anpropriation  was  made  for 
blind  babies,  and  thus  the  work 
I  grew.  When  these  children  are  left 
until  they,  are  eight  years  old  or  old 
enough  to'  go  to  one  of  our  able  blind 
institutions,  they  have  lost  all  those 
years  of  care  and  training,  they  are 
undeveloped  mentally,  deteriorated  by 
lack  of  development,  the  habit  of  put- 
ting their  fingers  into  their  eyes  is 
such  that  terrible  results  often  fol- 
low. It  is  light  they  crave  and  in  their 
condition  the  walls  which  they  learn 
to  feel  and  grouping  In  their  beds,  is 
their  sole  comfort.  They  fear  to  stand 
lalone  and  have  confidence  in  no  one. 
jThis  Sunshine,  charity  the  discov- 
ery of  one  of  the  greatest  charities  in 
the  world  for  rich  and  poor  alike. 
With  untiring  energy  as  only  a  woman 

her  was  that  of  charity  to  all,  "Staiitt 
your  ground,  do  your  duty  whatever 
the  world  may  say,  be  a  good  soldier," 
Mrs.  Alden  invited  influential  people 
lo  visit  ner  six  blind  babies  and  from 
It  grew  the  beautiful  Home  Dyker 
Heights,  and  a  large  hospital  building 


in  Brooklyn,  N.   Y.,  aud  the  more  re-! 
cent  Artliur  Ilpme  at  Summit,  N.  J. 

Only  once  in  :\Irs.  Alden's  endeavors 
did  sb«  neiu-ly  turn  back;  with  bills 
ataririg  her  in  the  face,  mortgiage  on 
tiie  home  due  and  the  city  and  tftaie 
ollicials  using  all  helps  they  could, 
with  an  olfer  of  five  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  salary  tor  journal- 
ism, and  with  this  she  might  eventual- 
ly be  able  to  realize  her  ideals,  she 
was  nearly  tempted  to  accept,  but  in-^ 
Lo  her  study  came  the  nurse  with 
these  blind  children  of  hers  clamber- 
ing to  hug  and  kiss  her.  Oh,  the 
touch  oi  those  baby  hands.  She  then 
gave  up  all  for  the  furthering  of,  the 
cause  and  the  blessings  incurre'd  can- 
not be  weighed  with  silver  or  gold. 

In  order  to  establish  the  institution, 
Mrs.  i^ld'eu  raised  over  $100,000,  and 
this  spring  a  law  was  passed  at.  Al- 
bany a-ppropriat^ng  one  dollar  a  day 
for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the , 
blind  children  sent  there.  J 


Li  e-T^  usto  >^  .    yi/Vacvwe,  J  oxx^t- w^a,  ^  . 
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IN  BEHILF  OF 
Bill  BABIES 

Tne  Sto  ryo  f  1?ac^er  A  s 
keQQS,    International 
Sunshine  Mascot. 


Something  Abiultha  '^Sillikan 
Blind  Baby. 


r 


During^  the  session  of  the  last  le.^i.- 
lature  no  bill  created  nioie  incei-Cii  or 
enthusiasm  than  that  known  as  cho 
Blind  Baby  Bill,  introduced  in  the  ^Vi> 
^enibly  by  Assemblyman  ts.akcr,  i't  i>l. 
Lawrence  County,  and  in  lae  tJcnaie  by 
Senator  Coats  of  Franklin  Count:, . 


Not   long  ^ero    this   paper   puij;i!LhLU   a 
JBhort   item  fituting   that   the   uitiy    iiit>Li-^ 
itution  in  the  United  States  s:i\inij  prop  -! 
•er  care     to   blind   babie.->     irom   tf.v.   uJC^  ; 
thoy  are  blinded,  was  established  and  id~ 
Jttiaintained     by   the     International   tjun- 
SBhlne  Society,  a  philanthropic  newtpapoi 
^association,     of     which       Mrs.     CyH^nia 
Westovejr^Alden,  v/riter  and  publisher,  Ia 
president-greneral.  Now  the  Catholic  ii^ 
Btitute  will  care  for  the  Cathoi.c  Lrlind. 

Several  years  ago,  Mrs.  Alden,  in  the 
grounds  of  her  ncAvspaper  work,  ditoovoi 
ed  that  there  was  no  provision  for  blind 
babies  In  the  state  of  New  York  under 
the  ag-e  of  eight  jears;  that  is,  the  com- 
missioner of  education  could  not  ap- 
point a  blind  child  under  eight  to  any 
■educational  institut.cn   for  care. 

On  further  investigation  she  learned* 
that  children  blinded  in  infancy  coulu 
not  live  to  the  age  of  eight  withouc 
special  care  and  not  become  hopelessly 
idiotic  or  feeble-minded;  that  children 
of  the  poor  blinded  in  early  infancy  were 
relegated  to  the  idiot  departments  or 
public  institutions,  or  to  the  poorhou^.b 
in  county  districts,  where  they  picked 
their  eyes  with  their  fingers,  bumped 
their  heads  against  the  wall,  pounded 
|themselves  with  their  little  fists,  until 
pome  injury  would  result  in  the  baby 
faying.  Or,  if  the  child  lived,  it  met  a 
Blvorse  fate— mental  blindness.  The  queer 
motion  of  the  child  led  the  general  public 
to  jump  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  an 
idiot,  when  it  was  simply  a  little  soul 
trying  to  find  itself,  and  no  friendly- 
ihand  extended  in  help. 

Little  Rachel  was  taken  from  Randall's 
Island  when  a  tiny  little  thing,  where 
she  had  been  sent  because  of  having 
had  spir.al  meningitis,  also  measles, 
^hich  left  her  blind.  From  the  hospital 
there  she  was  taken  by  the  Internation- 
al Sunshine  Society  and  put  with,  other 
dependent  blind  children  that  could  be 
■collected,  all  thrown  away  by  the  pubUc 
as  not  worth  saving. 

Eighty-two  of  these  little  folks  were 
given  the  best  possible  nursing  under 
graduate  nurses,  the  best  possible  train- 
ing under  graduate  kindergartners,  with 
the  result  that  only  two  failed  to  res- 
pond mentally — one  was  a  little  boy  who 
had  bumped  his  head  against  the  wail 
until   he  got  it  out  of  shape. 

The  next  thing  was  to  get  the  world 
to  understand  that  it  should  at  least 
give  its  blind  babies  the  care  that  it  was 
giving  dumb  animals.  The  Society  got  a 
bill  thru  the  legislature  in  1908  which 
pro\ided  for  the  dependent  New  York 
City  children.  That  was  four  years  ago. 
But  the  blind  babies  outside  of  the  city 
had  no  protection,  so  the  Seaker-Coats 
Bill  just  signed  by  Governor  Dix  gives 
the  state  commissioner  of  education 
power  to  see  that  blind  children  are  edu- 


cated  and  cared  for  from  the  day  theyi 
are  blinded,  appointed,  not  committed,! 
to  an  institution  for  care.  j 

Little  Rachel  is  only  one  of  eighty  orj 
more  children  who  have  heen  educated  j 
in  the  Blind  Babies'  Home,  demonstrat- j 
Ing  the  fact  that  they  needed  only  care  . 
to  prove  themselves  bright,  normal,  J 
Jiealthy  youngsters.  J 

Th  e  story  of  Ilachel  Askenas,  ten  ^ 
years  old  and  blind,  and  how  she  lob-jj 
bled  for  the  Blind  Babies'  Bill  probablyj 
lia^  on  parallel  in  Interest  and  sentimentl 
In  the  annals  of  the  State  Legislature,     j 

It    appealed    with    additional    force   toj 
the  people  of  Troy  for  the  reason  that  a 
■pTrojan,    Seymour  Van      Santvoortl,    the 
governor's     legal    adviser,  figured     con- 
spicuously in  the  steps  that  marked  the  * 
progress     of  the    measure.  In     fact,  tlie^i 
little  blind  girl  selected  Mr.  Van  Sant-i 
voord  as    her  special    champion,    and  a 
*trong    attachment  sprang  up     between 
them.  He    has  in  his    possession    letters 
«,nd  protographs  sent  to  him  by  Rachel, 
from  time  to  time  that  he  values  highly 
«ind  will  ever  cherish     as  mementos    of 
One  of  the  happiest  and  most  impressive 
Incidents  of  his  career. 

The  Youngest  Lobbyist  i 

It  was  Mrs.  Alden  who  took  Rachel  to 
the  capltol  at  Albany,  where  she  ap- 
peared as  the  youngest  lobbyist  ever 
«een  In  the  legislature,  and  a  little 
heroine  working  for  the  cause  of  blind 
l>ables.  To  the  Governor,  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Senators  and  Assemblymen- 
ftnd  all  State  officials  she  advocated  the 
Bill.  She  captured  all  hearts  and  all 
"V  otes.  She  attended  the  committee  hear- 
ings and  listened  attentively  to  all  argu 
ments. 

In  the  Chair. 

When    the   bill   passed   the   senate   sho 
'vv'as  lifted  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Ccn- j 
"WSLy  into  his  chair,  and  she  was  delight- j 
^d  when     told  that     every  senator    had  i 
voted  for  the  blind  babies.  The  ^measure  : 
was     unanimously     passed.  All     agreed 
that  the  result  made  the  little  blind  girl 
the  most  successful  lobbyist  of  the  ses-  ' 
«ion. 

Meeting:   the   Governor. 

When  Mrs.   Alden  took   Rachel   to  the  i 
■executive     chamber     Governor  Dix  mo-  ; 
tioned  to  have  the  blind  girl  brought  to  j 
him.   Both  her  hands  went  out   impul-    j 
sively  when    told  that  the    governor  of  ' 
the  great  state  of  New  York  was  stand-  j 
Ing  before  her  .When  the  governor  bent 
to  take     her  chubby     palms  she     cIuhl,  | 
long     and     tightly     to  his    outstretched 
hands     while     she   told     him   how     she 
wanted  him  to  sign  the  bill  that  would 
help  her  and  other  blind   babies  to  ob- 
tain admission  to  the  International  Sun- 
shine    Society's  School,     in  which     kind 
people  helped  to  lighten  the  burden  im- 
posed by    blindness.  The  little  one    waa 


eloquent  in  Uer  appeal,  and  the  oovern- 

or  was  deeply  touched,  as  were  all  other i^a 
"Who  met  her  at  the  capitol. 

One  of  the  Brightest. 
Rachel  is  one  of  the  brightest  of  blind 
Children.  She  is  far  ahead  of  many  see- 
ing children  of  her  age.  'Vs  she  went 
about  the  capitol  there  was  noted  in 
her  demeanor  the  self-consciousness 
characteristic  of  the  blind.  She  clung 
constantly  to  Mrs.  Alden's  gown,  and 
the  later  engaged  her  in  light  conversa- 
tion nearly  all  :  *e  time  to  keep  her  at- 
tention attracted^  and  her  thoughts  from 
herself.  In  passing  the  various  objects 
of  interest  in  the  corridors,  Mrs.  Alden 
explained  them  to  her  charge,  who  atk- 
•ed  many  questions  and  frequently  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  feel  the  objects  under 
discussion. 

Letter  to  Governor. 

From  the  beginning  INIr.  Van  Sant- 
Toord  became  profoundly  interested  in 
the  little  blind  girl  and  her  misBion  and 
gave  her  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 
After  the  bill  had  passed  he  wrote  to 
the  chief  executive  as  a  private  citizen 
a  letcer  couched  in  language  both  seri- 
ous and  jocose,  in  which  he  appealed  to 
the  governor  to  sign  the  bill.  The  Gov- 
ernor acknowledged  the  communication, 
stating  that  he  could  not  have  resisted 
such  an  appeal  anyway,  but  had  already 
made  up  his  mind  to  sign  the  measure. 
Vviien   the  Bill  W:ij,   Si;Liiied. 

As  £oon  as  the  governor  had  attache  a 
his  Lignature  to  the  bill  Mr.  Van  Sant- 
voord  sent  a  telegram  to  Rachel  aii- 
nouncingr  the  fact.  In  reply  he  received 
the  following  by  telegram  from  Summit. 
N.j;: 

"Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord: — I  have 
just  received  the  telegram  and  have 
sent  one  to  Governor  l>ix.  I  love  you 
very  much,  Mr.  Van  Santvoord,  and  so 
do  all  cur  babies.  Your  little  friend, 

'^Rachel."' 
RaclK^l  Telcjjhaplis  the  Governor. 

To  Governor  Ui:<.  .<achel  sent  ttv  lot- 
lowing    telegram: 

"T  thank  you  so  much  for  signing  tne 
bill  for  the  blind  babies.  Mr.  Van  Sant- 
voord sent  me  the  telegram.  It  iii  tho 
first  1  ever  got  in  my  life.  Mrs.  Aldv.'n 
is  going  to  have  it  framed  and  lu.ii.g  in 
my  J  com  right  o\cr  my  typewiJter.  I 
called  the  children  together,  the  babies 
and  nurses,  too,  and  did  you  hear  them 
give  three  Cheers  for  Gevernor  Dix?  We 
all  screamed  out  just  as  loud  as  we 
could, V*'e  vvill  love  you  forexer  and  ever. 
'•Little  lilinfl  Rachel." 
Blird   Gill   as   T.v|>cwrltcr. 

The  day  before  the  Govt-inor  tigned 
the  bill  Mr.  V^an  Sant\oord  received  a 
tyj.ewriiten  letter  from  Ilacliel  that  in 
con:5truction  and  mechanical  workman- 
ship   would   be   a  credit  to   any   child   of 


hur  years  bloesed     with  the     powers     of 

\  ision.   It  follows: 

•'Dear  Mr.  Van  Santvoord: 

"Mrs.    Alden   wouldn't  wait   for  me  to 
write  a  letter.  I  had  a  good  time  in  Al- 
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LITTIiE  RACHEL  A£j     ^NAS, 
Tlie  Blind  Girl   Liobbyist,  '^         Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Mascot. 


bany,  and  liked  you  best  of  all  the  peo- 
ple. The  governor  had  a  kind  voice,  and 
I  liked  him,  too,  but,  well,  I  guess  1 
liked  everybody.  We  play  legislature 
now  at  the  Blind  Babies'  Home  every 
afternoon.  Yesterday  I  was  Mr.  Van 
Santvoord,  and  Baby  Helen  wanted  me 
to  coax  our  teacher  to  let  her  stay  jp 
last  night  and  join  the  dancing  with  us. 
We  made  out  a  bill  for  the  teacher  Iv. 
sign,  and  i;lie  signed  It  all  right.  Just 
now,  she  said,  she  wouldn't  start  the 
fashion  of  vetoing,  so  we  are  going  to 
have  a  good  time  for  a  while.  This  af- 
ternoon I  am  going  to  be  GoA'ernor  Dix. 
I  have  learned  to  write  his  name.  All 
the  blind  babies  in  the  house  are  going 
to  go  to  the  playroom,  and  all  who  can 
talk  are  going  to  say  why  they  want 
me  to  sign  the  blind  babies'  bill.  The 
nurses  are  going  to  talk  for  the  babies. 
I  am  gong  to  listen  and  look  very  sober. 
thru  I  am  going  to  sign 


'Governor    J>ix'  over    bolTi"sIdes    of  the 
paper. 

"Your  littl6  friend, 

"Rachel  Askenas." 
"P.  S.— I  don't  think  I  like  you  best 
because  you  gave  me  $2.  I  like  you  best 
because  you  said  you  had  seven  little 
boys  and  girls.  I  have  been  thinking 
that  over,  and  I'm  sure  that  is  the  rea- 
son. 1  wisli  I  could  see    them  some  day. 

"R.  A." 
Why  She  Explained. 
The     reason   for     Rachel's   naive     ex- 
planation of  her  preference  for  Mr.  Van 
Santvoord   is    revealed   In    a   letter   sent 
him  by  Mrs.  Alden,  reading  as  follows: 
"Dear  Judge:  Thank  you  so  much  for 
the  letter  just  received.   Your  last  sen- 


THE  "bujLiken"  blind  baby. 

No    State   Will    Supoprt   Him;    Nobody 
Will  Own  Him. 


tence  will  lift  a  load  from  Rachel's 
heart.  I  teased  her,  saying  that  I  felt 
sure  her  affections  were  bought  with  th<, 
two  dollars,  and  jokingly  said  it  was  too 
bad  that  she  should  bceome  so  thor- 
oughly a  politician  on  her  first  trip  to 
Albany.  I  ought  to  have  known  better, 
because  she  only  hears  the  voice  and 
misses  the  expression  on  the  face  when 
one   is   joking,    and   her  little   heart   has 


been  worried.  Try  as  I  would  to  con- 
vince her  that  I  was  only  joking-,  I  felt 
that  she  was  still  afraid  that  you  might 
think  siie  liked  you  best  because  of  your 
gift.  This  will  settle  it  all  right,  and  I 
am  glad.  And  T  have-  learned  a  lesson, 
too." 

Governor  Gives  Pen. 

The  pen  with  which  Governor  Dix 
signed  the  bill  has  been  .sent  by  Mr. 
Van  Santvoord  to  Mrs.  Alden  and  't 
will  be  treasured  among  the  most  valu- 
ed mementos  of  the  Sunshine  Horrie.  ■ 
Important  Legislation. 

The  bill  is  regarded  by  instructors  of 
the  blind  as  one  of  the  most  itnportanfc 
steps  in  education  in  many  years.  INlro. 
Alden  voices  the  sentiments  of  those 
associated  with  her  in  the  v/ork,  th.it 
"it  will  ccit  the  state  more  to  have  them 
grow  up  as  idiots  than  as  intelligent 
little  beings." 

Little  Jiochcl  Askenas,  in  later  years, 
when  she  recalls  her  brief  career  as  a 
lobbyist  at  the  Albany  Copitol,  or  has  it 
recSTfed  to  her,  will  have  reason  io  be 
proud  of  the  part  she  took  in  fche  cause 
of  blind  babies. 
First  Baby  to  Benefit  by  the  New  Law. 

Recently,  the  first  baby  under  this 
new  law  found  its  way  to  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Arthur  Home  for 
Blind  Babies  at  Summit,  N.  J.  The  pa- 
pers had  already  been  made  out  to  seud 
It  to  the  feeble-minded  institution  in 
Rome,  N.  Y. 

The  announcement  that  Governor  Dix 
had  signed  the  bill  providing  for  the 
care  of  all  blind  babies  by  the  Intel - 
narional  Sunshine  Society,  reached  tne 
eye  of  Miss  Tompkins  of  Ossining.  She 
'phoned  Mrs.  Alden  in  New  York,  ex- 
plaining that  it  was  a  baby  two  years 
old  with  beautiful  brown  eyes  with  no 
seeming  defect  except  its  sightlessness. 

Mrs.  Alden  answered  the  'phone  telling 
her  to  bring  it  down  immediately  and 
not  wait  for  the  appointment  papers, 
which  no  doubt  will  be  several  weewe 
yet  in  coming. 

The  little  baby,  "Anna,"  was  met  at 
the  train  by  Rachel,  into  whose  arms  iL 
was  placed,  and  the  little  girl  exclaim- 
ing, "This  is  my  baby,  the  first  baby 
that  comes  to  the  Home  under  the  new- 
law. 

Yes,  it  Is  the  first  of  the  hundreds  of 
babies  that  little  Rachel  has  liberated 
from  mental  darkness. 

Do    You    Know   a    Blind    Baby? 

If  you  know  of  a  blind  baby,  no  dif- 
ference whether  the  parents  are  rich  or 
poor,  tell  them  of  this  wonderful  In- 
stitution maintained  by  the  Internation- 
al Sunshine  Society,  Headquarters,  96 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  Mr^. 
Cynthia  Westover-Alden  President-Gen- 


eral,  where  babies  are  taken  and  given 
special  care  until  they  are  old  enough  to 
enter  the  state  institutions  provided  for 
older  children. 

Surely  there  never  was  a  more  import- 
ant step  taken  In  the  work  of  educating 
the  young. 
How    Much    Are     You     Grateful    That 

Your  Baby  Can  See? 
City  Editor:  — 

Dear  Sir.— The  Waverly  Free  Press 
Record  of  Waverly,  N  .Y.,  has  started 
a  public  plea  for  money  to  help  estab- 
lish a  Free  Bed  for  blind  baby  Blliken 
(named  so  because  his  mouth  is  always 
on  the  grin),  the  blind  baby  that  no 
state  will  claim  and  nobody  will  own, 
who  was  put  into  the  arms  of  a  nurse  at 
the  Summit  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  by 
a  woman  who  brought  the  child  from 
Kansas  City,  Kan. 

New  Jersey,  naturally,  won't  pay  for 
him,  for  he  is  not  a  state  pauper,  neither 
will  New  York  nor  any  other  state  claim 
him. 

Kansas  City  claims  that  he  was  left 
in  the  depot  there  by  someone  who 
came  from  Missouri,  and  Missouri  claims 
that  it  was  brought  from  another  state 
into  Missouri.  So  the  baby  has  been 
shifted  back  and  forth  until  finally  lie 
has  found  a  haven  of  rest  among  the 
little  blind  babies  in  the  Arthur  home, 
at  Summit,  N.  J. 

It  wus  necessary  to  give  a  bond  of  one 
thousand  dollars  before  the  Intemation 
a,l  Sunshine  Society  was  permitted  to 
keep  him  and  feed  him.  But  the  world 
now  wishes  to  endow  a  bed  in  perpetuity 
for  him,  which  is  $5,000,  and  a  plea  is 
made  that  all  -the  newspapers  will  give 
a  little  time  and  space  to  this  story. 

Each  paper  will  keep  its  own  money 
until  ready  to  send  it  in,  and  then  it 
should  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  President-  General,  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  96  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  City,  "For  Bllliken." 
A  proper  record  will  be  kept  of  the 
amount  sent  in  by  each  newspaper. 

Think  how  soon  the  $5,000  can  be 
raised  If  each  newspaper  will  run  this 
story  for  one  week. 

The  Waverly  Free  Press  reports  thlr- 
tyfive  dollars  already  on  hand. 

Baby  Billlken  is  the  jolliest,  rolly- 
polliest  little  three-year-old  that  ever 
came  to  this  land  of  the  living.  He  cuts 
up  all  kinds  of  didos  and  would  rather 
stand  on  his  head  than  on  his  feet  any 
time.  He  keeps  one  nurse  on  the  jump 
to  attend  to  him,  but  everybody  loves 
him.  His  eyes  are  big  and  brown  that 
look  at  one  most  appealingly,  but  there 
is  no  light  there. 

r  How  much  are  you  grateful  that  your 
|il»aby  can  see? 


Please  insert  this  in  your    paper  an9 
help  us  raise  the  fund. 
(SiRned) 

"Cynthia  Westover  Alden." 

President- General,  jm 


b  t(T-A,(^i^5e  ;     y\2^^AJ'  "[yfo-rK  ,    \-{  e.-f  ^'^oL  . 
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FRANCIS  FRISBIE  GOES  TO 
SUNSHINE   BABIES   HOME 


Three-year-old  Blind  Baby  to  Be  Cared  For  at  State 

Home  — Head  of  Institution  Asks"  That  All 

Blind  Babies  Be  Sent  to  Her. 


Francis  Frisbie  has  gone  to  the: 
Sunshine  Home  for  :^l^i(^Babies  at| 
Summit,    N.   J.  ^■■■» 

He  started  last  night  at  10  o'clock 
but  he  didn't  know  it,  for  he  was  soi 
fast  asleep  in  the  arms  of  his  motherj 
that  all  the  noises  at  the  station  failed 
to  arouse  him  or  even  to  make  him  I 
stir  in  his  dreams.  To-morrow  morn-j 
ing  he  will  start  in  the  kindergarten! 
school,  where  his  tiny  fingers  will  be 
given  little  tasks  to  do  and  where  he; 
will  learn  that  even  being  a  blind  baby 
has    some    compensations.  i 

Francis  is  3  years  old  and  has  never! 
known  what  it  was  to  see.       He  is  one! 
of    the    thousands    of    victims    of    that' 
terrible  disease   with   the   long  name — 
ophthalmia     neonatarum  —  which    the 
State  of  New   York   has   started   in  to 
fight    by    every    means    in    its    power 
through    the    State    Board    of    Health 
and     otherwise.     And     for    the    babies 
whom    the    campaign    was    started    too 
late  there  is  t^e  Sunshine  home. 

Francis's  father,  Henry  Frisbie,  has 
been  for  the  last  few  months  in  the 
Onondarra  county  penitentiary,  where 
he  was  sent  for  beating  his  wife  and 
failmg  to  provide  for  his  family.  The 
mother,   v/ho   earns   a  scanty  living  by 


kpink  oxA  M'AMuk   by  Uie   day.   W4i 

lobliged  to  ask  the  city  to  help  her 
take  care  of  her  three  children — 
i'rancis  and  two  older  little  girls.  She 
could  not  stay  at  home  with  them, 
for  if  she  did  there  would  be  nothing 
lo  eat  and  no  room  rent  paid,  so  the 
Commissioner  of  Charities  put  the 
little  girls  in  St.  Vincent's  Orphan 
asylum  and  sent  Francis  to  St.  Mary'^, 
Infants'    home  j 

Everybody  loved  the  little  fellow,  for 
his  disposition  was  unusually  brighe 
and  sunny.  He  would  be  quite  con 
tented  sitting  on  the  floor  in  the  su: 
for  hours  at  a  time  and  sisters,  chil 
dren  and  everyone  he  came  into  con 
tact  with  were  his  friends  at  one 
When  his  mother  came  to  see  him  h 
joy  was  pathetic.  Pie  knew  her  st 
as  soon  as  she  entered  the  room  a 
\\  ould  stretch  out  his  wee  arms  wi 
a  glad  cry  of  greeting. 

Mrs.    Minnie    Searl    Fishei',    assis 
secretary   of   the   Society   for   the   P: 
vention    of    Cruelty    to    Children,    kn 
all    the    circumstances    of    the    Fris 
case  and  felt  that  as  bright  and  lova 
a  little  lad  as  Francis  ou.srht  to  haveMlI 
the  apportunities  for  an  education  tfet 
can  be  given  to  the  blind,  so  she  w 
to    the    State    school    at    Batavia 
asked    for    information.      She    was 
formed  in  reply  that  children  were 
taken  at  Batavia  younger  than  5  y 
old.    but    was   instructed    to    write 
Cynthia   "^Vestover   Alden,    presiden 
the    International    Sunshine    societ 
regard  "o  the  Blind  Babies'  Home 

The  letter  to  Mrs.  Alden  broug 
quick  response.  Certainly  Fr; 
could  be  received  as  soon  as  a 
formalities  were  complied  with  inlthe 
way  of  physicians'  certificates,  etc. 
did  not  take  long  to  make  arrai 
ments  and  last  night  Mrs.  Frisbie  left 
town  to  take  her  baby  to  the  home 
opened  to  receive  him.  I 

There  are  dozens  of  other  blin<  i 
babies  at  Summit  for  Francis  to  pla] 
with.  There  are  wonderful  things  foi 
him  to  learn,  there  are  flowers  to  smell 
fresh  milk  to  drink,  gras  to  roll  in  ani 
ponds  to  wade  In.  And  the  sam 
chance  that  is  open  to  him  is  waitin  ; 
for  every  blind  baby  In  the  counti 
side. 

This  is  the  way  that  Mrs.  Alden's  lei 
ter   to  Mrs.    Fisher  ended: 

"Please   let   everyone  know   that  tl 
State   takes    care    ot    Its     blind  babii 
from  the  time  they  become  blind.  Ai 
please  find  us  all  the  blind  babies  thj 
.we  may  look  after  them." 


The  Syracuse  Day  Nurserj'  associa-j 
tion  is  finding  its  capacity  taxed  by! 
the  children  whose  parents  are  takinj? 
care  of  their  excellent  facilities  in  their 
new  home  at  No.  705  East  Fayette 
street.  Excellent  care  and  attentionl 
is  given   a  child  for   five  cents  a  day.j 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Hildreth,  president  of  the! 
association,  stated  yesterday  that  an] 
appeal  for  the  contributions  from  the 
public  would  be  made  on  Thursday  -^fi 
fair  week,  when  flowers  will  be  soldi 
at  the  fair  grounds  and  in  the  city  to' 
provide  funds  for  the  enlargement  of 
accommodations  and  the  addition  of  a 
sleeping  porch  to  their  o.uarters.  The 
work  is  supported  entirely  through 
charity  and  through  the  benefits  held 
by  the  organization  during  the  j-ear. 

Over  four  hundred  children,  ranging' 
in  age  from  6  months  to  7  years,  were'i 
taken  care  of  last  month.  Eacli  one' 
is  bathed,  given  its  afternoon  nap  and 
taught  games  and  bits  of  useful  in- 
formation during  the  day  under  the 
direction  of  trained  nurses  and 
instructors. 


L(ow<3;  IsL^Lwct  C\rv|,  >i.^f,.  Stk£^ 

■#^  Help  the  Blind  Babies. 
He  waiting  list  of  UlUig*  babies  is 
gemng  longer  every  day.  From  near- 
ly every  State  in  the  Union,  Head- 
quarters has  received  applications  for 
the  admission  of  sightless  little  chil- 
dren into  the  Sunshine  Home.  One  of 
the  latest  of  tliese  applications  has 
come  from  as  far  as  West  Virginia, 
where  a  dear  little  two-year-old  blind 
boy  is  waiting  his  chance  to  be  cared 
for  by  some  kind  friends  or  philan- 
thropists. The  child  has  no  relatives 
and,  as  West  Virginia  has  no  legisla- 
tion whatever  in  favor  of  blind  babies, 
there  seems  nothing  to  be  done  in  the 
case  unless  some  of  our  Sunshine 
friends  will  band  together  and  pledge 
themselves  for  the  maintenance  and 
care  of  this  dear  little  helpless  baby. 
Unless  a  special  nurse  must  be  pro- 
vided for  him,  $30  a  month  will  admit 
him  into  the  Home  and  keep  him  there 
with  the  other  little  ones  who  are- 
making  such  rapid  progress  even 
through  the  shadov/s  that  have  dark- 


ened  their  young  lives.  Will' not  ari^ 
effort  be  made  by  some  of  our  friends 
in  behalf  of  this  little  boy  from  West 
Virginia? 


What  Will  You  Do  for  Her? 

Another  blind  baby  only  six.  months 
old  is  reported  from  Rockford,  Ohio. 
She  is  a  bright  little  girl  and  was  not 
born  blind,  but  became  so  soon  after 
birth.  Her  sore  eyes  were  neglected 
and  when  she  was  two  weeks  old  she 
was  taken  to  a  hospital,  where  nothing 
could  be  done  in  her  case.  She  is  now 
totally  bHiid  and  her  parents,  who  are 
very  poor — the  husband  being  in  a 
hospital  for  tuberculosis — are  anxious 
to  send  her  to  us.  They  have  noj 
means  of  doing  so.  Do  any  Sunshine^ 
want  to  help  them?  ^ 


Thirteen  blind  babies  and  little  chil- 
dren have  b^xaii^^oppointed  by  the  Com- 
inissioner  of  Education  to  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society,  under  the 
new  law  ,  signed  by  Governor  Dix, 
March  22d.  amending  the  education 
law,  to  include  blind  children  from  the 
day   they   are  blinaea. 
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Among   Our  8un«4iine   Boys  and   Girls. 

The  treasurer  thanks  Mrs.  Theodore' 
F.  Herx  and  her  party  of  girls  who 
gave. a  sale  and  turned  in  $21.24. 

The  children  of  the  Dyker  Heights 
Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  have, 
been  having  a  delightful  time  all  sum-: 
mer.  Day  trips  to  the  beach  have  been 
taken.  Through  the  kindness  of  the, 
Blind  Babies  Helpers  Branch,  a  most 
delightful  day  was  enjoyed  at  the  Sea-, 
side  Home,  from  which  the  children 
returned  with  glorious  accounts  of  the 
good  time  they  were  given  by  this 
Branch  ihat  never  iires  or  \\orkiag  ioi' 
them. 

During  the  long  summer  days  they 
have  be«n  at  play  in  their  sand-box^s, 
iu  the  swings  and  about  the  play- 
ground, which  has  been  well  provided 
with  protecting  awnings.  As  we  have 
h*ard  their  merry  laughter,  we  who 
have  been  with  them  could  not  help 
thinking  that  In  a  few  short  weeks 
these  aam^jyp<W5?Fbies  must  be  kept 
in  the  houef,  and  then  the  house  must 
be  heated.  ! 

W  ith  our  two  houses  to  take  care  of 
it  means  that  we  must  purchase  nearly 
$500  worth  of  coal,  and  If  this  bill  could 
be  met  by  voluntary  contributions  it 
would  be  a  great  help  to  those  who  are 
planning  for  the  future  as  well  as  for 
the  present  needs  of  the  Home, 

Don't  you  think  that  your  own  home  \ 
would  seem  just  a  little  warmer  dur- 
ing the  cold  winter  days  if  you  helped 
to  pay  the  blind   babies'  coal  bill? 

Now,  if  you  do  not  feel  as  though 
you  (lould  make  a  personal  contribu- 
tioi3,  you  can  at  least  bring  this  mat- 
ter to  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  your  Branch,  or  of  the  church  circle 
of  which  you  are  a  member,  or  to  your 
social  club,  so  that  while  they  plan  for 
the  winter's  work,  the  money  for  a  ton 
of  coal  for  the  Dyker  Heights  Sun- 
shine Home  for  Blind  Babies  may  be 
included  In   their  contribution  list. 

Send  all  contributions  for  the  babies 
to  Division  Headquarters,  and  be  sure 
to  state  for  which  special  purpose  you 
intend  the  gift- 


Several  of  the  blind  babies  gradu- 
ated from  our  Sunshine  Kindergarten 
at  the  Home  last  June,  and  when  the 
public  schools  opened  this  autumn,  our 
babies,  with  their  lunch  boxes  under 
their  arms,  tramped  off  to  school,  feel- 
ing very  full  grown  and  important 
Work  In  the  public  school  is  quite; 
different  from  the  simple  work  of  the 
kindergarten,  but  our  babies  are  doing 


their  best  id  advanoe  and  we  feel  sure 
will  make  rapid  progress  during  their 
first  public  school  term. 


Five  ©1  the  children  have  been  dis- 
missed from  our  Home.  One  little  boy 
has  renaoved  with  hia  parents  to  a 
Western  State;  three  have  gone  to  the 
New  York  State  School  for  the  Blind 
on  Thirty- Fourth  street.  New  York 
City;  and  one  child  had  to  be  sent 
home  to  ner  parents. 

This  leaves  twenty-four  children  in 
the  Dyker  Heights  Home,  so  we  stili 
have  a  large  family  to  take  ca.e  of. 

The  members  of  the  House  Commit- 
tee of  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  will 
meet  at  the  Home  on  Friday  afternoon, 
October  11th,  for  an  Inspection  of  the 
Home,  and  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
maintenance  and  Impiovements  of  the 
two  houses  that  the  blind  children  arc- 
occupying. 

Members  of  the  committee  are:  Mrs. 
Eben  P.  Morford,  secretary;  Mrs.  Cyn- 
thia '*.  Tregear,  superintendent  of  the 
Home;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bard  well,  Mrs. 
Helen  Lindsay,  Mrs.  William  Ames, 
Mrs.  F,  Theodore  Herx,  Mrs.  Nellie  E. 
C.   Furman,   chairman. 

Local  friends  have  arranged  for  a 
"Sunshine  Day"  at  the  Memorial 
Methodict  Church  of  Yonkers  for 
Thursday,  October  10th.  The  speakers 
will  be  Mrs.  Cynthia  M.  Tregear  and 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  C.  Furman.  who  will 
be  accompanied  by  some  of  the  chil- 
dren from  the  Sunshine  Kindergarten 
of  the  Dyker   Heights   Home. 

If  you  have  friends  residing  in  or 
near  Yonkers,  notify  them  of  this 
meeting-  and  ask  them  to  attend  it  and 
come  into  personal  touch  with  the 
blind  babies  and  the  work  that  is  be- 
ing carried  on  for  their  care,  main- 
tenance and   education. 


The  Sunshine  Club  of  the  Tremont 
Presbyterian  Church  is  preparing  for 
a  "Sunshine  Day"  to  be  held  at  the 
church  on  Saturday,  November  18th. 
Mrs.  Furman  has  promised  to  be  pres- 
ent and  to  have  a  number  of  the  blind 
children   with   her  to  help   entertain. 

The  young  ladies  of  this  Branch  are 
deeply  Interested  In  the  blind  babies, 
and  have  made  them  the  object  of  their 
endeavors  for  some  time.  They  are 
now  looking  forward  to  this  meeting 
with  anticipation  of  a  gala  Sunshine 
Day,  and  hope  every  one  who  can 
spare  the  afternoon  win  be  present 
to  have  a  part  in   the  festivities. 

Miss  Elsie  L.  Knierlm  Is  the  presi- 
dent. Officers  associated  with  her  in 
the  work  are:  Miss  Mae  Nielsen,  treas- 
urer; Miss  Helen  N.  Johnson,  record- 
ing secretary;  Miss  Laura  Greve,  cor- 
responding secretary. 


Jr^auliTu^^o^-^.  V/l^uvx^  IctvucL/,  S^dLT^. 
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Pictures  to   Be  -Received   By 

the  State  Sunshine 

Society. 


Among  its  various  activities  for  the  dis- 
tributing of  sunsliine,  which  is  its  chief 
purpose,  the  Maryland  Division  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  has  re- 
ceived, a  notice  from  the  general  presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  of 
a  series  of  moving  pictures  of  the  blind 
babies  at  the  Arthur  Home.  These  have 
been  made  by  the  Edison  Company,  aud 
exhibit  life  at  the  Blind  Babies'  Home, 
at  Summit.  N.  J.  Mrs.  Alden  recommends 
that  it  be  presented  in  Baltimore  and  that 
the  sunshiners  arrange  with  the  moving 
picture  parlors  nearest  them  to  run  the 
blind  baby  reel.  Mrs,  Alden  declares 
that  she  has  seen  the  moving  pictures, 
and  has  found  them  fine.  She  says,  in 
her  humorous  vray : 

•'I  was  particularly  struck  with  the 
white-haired  lady  who  greeted  the  nurse 
at  the  home's  step,  I  did  not  recognize 
her  as  Mrs.  Alden,  but  I  posed  for  her 
alright.  I  am  also  in  the  playgrounds. 
You  recognize  me  in  a  big  white  hat, J 
guarding  the  babies  as  they  go  down  the] 
toboggan  slide.  Keally  you  will  miss  a 
lot  if  yoTi  do  not  see  me  and  the  blind 
babies  in  the  moving  pictures.  Your  pic- 
ture man  ought  to  have  the  reel  now,  and 
may  be,  he  will  let  .von  havr  a  mite  box 
for  the  babies  to  collect,  contributions^ 
the  amount  going  to  the  cyedit  of  your 
branch." 

Miss  Nettie  Elliot,  president  of  thej 
Maryland  Division  of  the  Sunshine  So- 
ciety, would  like  to  have  the  reel  shown 
here,  and  takes  this  opportunity  to  an- 
nounce the  moving  pictures  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sunshine  Society  in  Mary-  j 
laud. 

The   general    society    sends    notice   also 
Of  another  amusement  which  is  the  out- 
come of  one  sunshiner's  work  and  which  ■ 
is   to  be  sold  for   the  benefit   of  the  ex-1 
tension  of  the  sunshine  work. 

This  new  departure  Is  A  Letter  From  I 
Ma.      It    is    an    entirely    new    invention  j 


Mhich  is  80  amusing  and  perplexing  that  • 
Mhen  one  picks  it  up  one  at  once  breaks  j 
into  laughter.     The   letter   will   fascinate  j 
tintil  read  as  "ma"  intended.     The  game 
.  i.s    delightfully    entertaining    for    anyone, 
splendid  for  a  shut-in,  or  for  any  social 
gathering.     An   individual   can    try   it  for 
an   hour's  amusement;   the   whole  family 
will  gather  around   the   table  and   spend 
an    evening    shouting    over   its    unending 
combinations. 

The  national  society  advises  all  sun- 
shiny people  to  send  for  as  many  of 
these  letters  as  they  can  use  without  de- 
lay. If  it  is  wanted  to  entertain  a  com- 
pany— it  is  unusually  good  for  prize  con- 
test&»-there  should  be  provided  at  least 
oriif  for  every  two  persons.  The  letters 
Ufst  indefinitely. 


Boston^.    V^a.55.,     Gl-ob€^. 

SUNSHINE  SOCIETY  WORK. 

Annual  Meeting  of  State  Division 
Gives  Idea  of  the  Much  Good  It 
Is  Doing. 

The  annual  convention  of  ?he  iMTassa- 
chusetts  Division  of  the  InternatloTial 
Sunshine  Society  was  held  in  Park-st 
Church  yesterday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing. 

In  the  afternoon  the  business  meeting 
of  the  convention  was  held  and  It  was 
reported  that  five  branches  had  been 
added  to  36  previously  organized  In 
Massachusetts  and  that  there  v/as  an 
increase  of  82  in  the  membership  since 
the  last  annual  meeting.  The  State 
secretary  repo'rted  that  360  letters  .had 
been  received  and  sent,  90  postals  writ- 
ten, 8  boxes  and  2  barrels  of  clothing 
distributed  at  Christmas  and  Easter 
through  the  central  office.  The  income 
and  expenses  for  the  year  were  $363.24. 
After  the  business  meeting  the  com- 
jwn:^  attended  a  demonstration  of  a 
iU»wVine  picture  show,  which  had  been 
prepared,  s-howin-?  the  work  of  the  so-, 
ciety  for  blind  babies  in  New  iork.  Mrs 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  founder  and 
S-eneral  president  of  the  International 
Sunshine  Society,  was  present  and  de- 
scribed  the   pictures. 

In    the    evening    there    was    a    public 

meeting:  at  which   Mrs  Alden  described 

the    inception    of    the    society    and    the 

fvork   it   i.s   doing-   for   the   blind   babies. 

Mrs  Alden  said  that  her  desire  was  that 

n  all   States  the   blind   children   should 

eceive    as    ^ood    care    as    was    afforded 

hem  in   Boston  and   Massachusetts. 

Miss   Jean    Clements   read,    thej-e    was 

;usic    by    a    quartet    and-   by    Maurice 

Quinlan,    and    Nixon    Waterman    read 
several  original   poems. 


£■ 


K>Ly-)^>    yi.   ^..     Laoc^Le/. 


O^cjbe-r'     ^,.    I'^i^ 


\Suhshine  Society^ 
Must  Raise  $7,00i 

The  monthly  board  and  council  meetinj 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society  wi 
held  at  general  headquarters,  96  Fift 
avenue,  Manhattan,  yesterday  afternooj 
Mrs.  Stella  Jones,  chairman  of  the  inte/ 
national  distributing  committee,  was  tj 
hostess  of   the  occasion. 

In  the  report  of  the  hostess  of  West- 
over  Lodge.  Bensonhurst,  L.  I.,  it  was 
Euggesied  that  a  special  time  be  set,  to 
be  itnown  as  "Home  Sunshine  Week,"  to 
be  observed  annually,  and  that  sunshine 
members  and  their  friends  make  an  effort 
to  spend  the  week,  a  few  days  or  only  a 
rortion  of  one  day,  ai  the  bodge.  By  vote 
of  the  board,  it  was  decided  that  Easter 
AVeek  shall  be  known  at  the  lodge  as 
"Home  Sunshine  Week  " 

Mrs.  Mary  D.  Beattie,  who  Is  connected 
with  the  Sunshine  Sanatorium,  and  whOi 
for  many  years  has  served  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society  as  secretary-gen- 
eral, presented  her  resignation  as  secre- 
tary  at  a  recent  meeting  cf  the  board. 
Mrs  Beattie's  successor  is  Miss  Florence 
Layton. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Brancli  for  the  Blind,  held  last  week,  the 
repoit  of  the  tram^n^hcwed  that  the 
ruiiulug  expenses  o^Tn^^lunshine  Home 
for  the  Blind  Babies  at  Dyker  Heights 
during  the  pest  five  months  had  exceeded 
the  income  for  the  home  about  $900.  The 
growth  of  the  work  at  the  home  and  the 
continued  high  cost  of  living  have  occa- 
Bloned  this  first  financial  falling  off  since 
the  home  was  freed  from  the  mortgages 
tliiit  encumbered  it. 

In  making  up  the  budget  for  the  coming 
ycor,  it  was  found  it  would  be  necessary 
to  raise  $7,000  to  cover  the  deficit  and 
meet  the  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of 
Tie  home,  which  include  care,  nursing,- 
training  and  education  of  the  children.         ^ 

Tlie  ways  and  means  committee,  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Ferlcins.  chairman,  will  assume 
the  responsibility  of  raising  as  large  a 
portion  of  the  $7,000  as  possible.  The 
first  eiiort  to  raise  the  $7,000  will  be  ni^de 
by  the  Brooklyn  Conservatory  of  Music, 
which,  in  co-operation  with  the  officers 
of  the  Dyker  Heights  home,  v/ill  give  a 
concert  at  tt  e  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music 
ca  Thursday  evening,  November  7. 


p. 


g^wv^     W/^i^rv 
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MD  Bilf  Si]  SIGill 


Sunshine  Society  Has  Gratification 

of  Helping  to  Restore  Sight  to 

Little  Leona  Styles. 


kt  the  annual  convention  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society  held 
last  May,  the  closing  sessions  of  which 
were  held  at  the  Starkey  Seminary 
Sunshine  Lodge  at  Lakemont,  the 
president-general,  Mrs.  Cynthia  West- 
over  Alden,  of  New  York,  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  convention  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  blind  baby 
in  Penn  Yan.  The  baby's  mother, 
Mrs.  Styles,  was  invited  to  bring  the 
child  to  the  convention.  The  mem- 
bers were  enthusiastic  and  the  Glen- 
ora  members  assumed  the  charge  of 
the  mother  and  child  to  accompany 
Mrs.  Alden  to  New  York,  where  Le- 
nora,  the  blind  baby  girl,  wasjplaced 
in  a  hospital  for  treatment,     yj" 

After  three  months  at  thi?  hospital 
the  baby  regained  its  eyesight  and 
was  recently  returned  to  its  parents 
at  Penn  Yan.  When  the  child  was 
blind  it  beat  its  head  so  much  that  it 
will  never  be  normally  bright,  but 
the  fact  that  it  has  regained  its  eye- 
sight is  something  over  which  the 
Sunshine  members"  rejoice. 

Undei^A. .aeij^^  law,  the  State  edu- 
cates   and    cares  ^f or  Mind    children 

Little  Lenora  Styles  was  the  first 
person  to  take  advantage  of  this  law, 
but  it  is  reported  that  there  are  now 
fifteen  undergoing  treatment  of  being 
cared  for  at  the  expense  of  the  state. 
The  bill  became  a  law  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Alden, 


13  0  s  to  >^  .    VW  scS5.^    Gi/ob€/, 

Oc^tob  enr  10..   1^1^ 

SUNSHINE  FOR 
LITTLE  BUND  BABIES. 

Mrs  Tiynthia  W.  Alden  Tells  How  Tiiey  hi^l 
Scientifically,  Lovingly  and  Successfully 
^ed  For,  Developed  and  Educated. 

"Keep  the  corners  of  yom*  mouth 
turned  up  whether  you  like  it  or  not," 
is  one  of  the  mottoes  of  Mrs  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden,  founder  and  president- 
general  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society. 

Another  sane  bit  of  advice  is,  "Eton't 
flunk,  but  take  advantage  ot  every  op- 
portunity that  comes  to  you,  both  big 
and  little."  That  is  how  it  happened 
that  Mrs  Alden  did  not  flunk  when  a  - 
little  blind  baby  was  brought  to  her 
for  whom  there  was  no  institution  in 
the  whole  United  States.  To  be  sure 
there  was  provision  for  blind  children-^ 
from  8  years  up,  but  for  blind  infants 
there  was  noftfe. 

Mrs  Alden  immediately  had  the  little 
one  given  Into  the  care  of  a  capable 
nurse,  and  then  she  and  her  coworkers 
commenced  a  canvass  of  the  situation. 
From  this  grew  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society's  first  home  for  blind 
babies. 

In   an   interview   with   Mrs  Alden  the 
Globe    woman    found    that    the    subject  ' 
was  one   that  lay   very  near   the   heart  ' 
of   the    Sunshine's   founder.     Her   voice  ' 
rang  with  feeling  as  sh«  said: 

"I  think  you  will  be  surprised  when 
I  tell  you  that  'mother  love'  is  often 
the  baby's  enemy.  Why?  Because 
help  toward  mental  unfolding  and  nor- 
mal physical  development  is  what  the 
blind  baby  needs  rather  than  pity, 
and  pity  is  even  a  disadvantage,  in 
that  it  saps  the  selftrespect  of  any 
human  being  to  be  pitied. 


Mother  Love  Often  a  Hindrance. 

"Mother  love,  in  the  home  too  often 
shields  the  blind  child  from  what  is 
best  of  it.  The  little  legs  are  unem-  j 
ployed  for  fear  of  a  fall  downstairs! 
or  some  other  Injury.  The  child  is  fed  i 
on  liquids  because  it  is  afraid  of  solids 


in  the  mouth,  even  of  sugar  lumps,  in- 
stead of  being  encouraged  to  chew  and 
digest  what  is  strengthening.  The  pick- 
ing at  the  eyes,  common  to  all  blind 
children— a  perilous  phase  of  the  sigrht 
lust,  goes  on  without  check  in  the  home. 
The  mother  does  not  understand  that 
it  means  real  idiocy  or  death  if  not  re- 
strained. 

"When  we  first  began  our  investiga- 
tion we  found  there  was  no  record  any- 
where of  blind  babies.  In  visiting  the 
departments  of  feeble-minded  and  the 
poor  houses  and  the  institutions  where 
these,  little  ones  are  sent  we  discovered 
the  blind  child.  In  many  cases  the 
nurses  did  not  know  they  were  blind. 
Some  of  the  children  had  beautiful  eyes; 
others  were  digging  them  so  that  the 
nurses  simply  thought  of  them  as  ex- 
traordinarily idiotic.  Do  you  wonder 
that  my  heart  ached?  ) 

And  so  we  took  all  these  supposedly 
blind  idiots  and  put  them  in  char'ge 
of  grip.duate  nurses  for  hospital  care/ 
graduate  kindergartneis  tor  mental 
training,  and  provided  the  best  trained 
nurses  and  helpers  that  we  could 
secure.  We  have  fought  hard  and  long 
to  prove  to  the  world  that  to  educate 
the  blind  properly  one  must  begin 
with  them  as  babies  and  not  wait  un- 
til they  are  8  years  old.  When 
the  brains  have  been  8  years  lying 
undeveloped  and  all  parts  of  their 
bpdy  left  untrained  it  is  impossoble  for 
a  child  to  overcome  the  peculiarities 
and  awkwardness  that  it  has  fallen 
into  during  the  eight  years  of  its  men- 
tal   darkness. 


Danger  in  Delaying  Good  Work. 

•  "We  have,  therefore,  demonstrated  to 
our  complete  satisfaction  that  the  baby 
must  be  specially  cared  for  from  the 
minute  of  its  blindness. 

"It  is  a  sad  fact  that  the  blind  chil- 
dren of  the  very  poor  seldom  live 'to  be' 
8  years  old  without  becoming  feeble- 
minded and  idiotic.  Few  of  the  very 
poor  blind  children  live  to  be  that  age 
at  all,  for  the  light  hunger  is  so  much 
greater  than  in  a  blind  child  than  the 
hunger  for  food. 

"The  child  in  the  Sunshine  Home  is 
reallv  in  school  from  the  time  it  wakes 
up  until  it  goes  to  bed,  for  it  is  taught 
by  its  nurses,  it  is  taught  by  the  Iiouse 
mother  and  by  the  kindergarten 
teacher. 

"Since  we  can  take  these  children 
that  have  been  virtually  thrown  away 
by  the  city,  as  not  worth  saving,  and 
prove  that  they  are  dear,  bright,  loV- 
ing  children,  what  can  we  not  do  with 
the  little  ones  who  have  had  some  care 
and  are  seemingly  not  altogether  feeble 
minded? 

"There  will  not  be  so  many  adult 
blind  in  the  world  looking  to  the  States 
for  support  20  years  from  now  if  we 
are  allowed  to  give  proper  care  to  the 
blind  babies  of  today. 

"The  first  State  law  ever  made  in  be- 
half of  the  blind  babies  was  that 
passed  by  Gov  Dix  of  New  York,  in 
March,  1912.  It  was  Rachel,  one  of  our 
blind  girls  of  8  years,  who  went  to  him 
and  pleaded— 'you  must  be  good  to  the 
babies,  too.  Gov  Dix,  not  only  to  big 
girls  like  me,  but  the  poor  little  babies 
—please." 


E,  The  Governor  was  deeply  touched  and 
feending  low  he  kissed  the  child  and 
rerhispered  to  her  the  promise  she 
'ci'aved.  Arizona  was  the  next  State  to 
follow. 


To  Massachusetts'  Credit. 

"It  is  to  the  credit  of  Massachusetts 
that  she  leads  in  provision  for  her  blind. 
Pennsylvania  comes  next,  but  I  shall 
not  be  satisfied  until  every  State  in 
the  Union  enacts  a  law  providing 
kindergarten  training  and  instruction 
for   blind    babies." 

"And  is  the  work  of  the  Sunshines 
confined  to  the  blind,"  asked  the  Globe 
woman. 

"No  indeed,"  she  was  answered. 
"Wherever  sunshine  has  entered  a 
community  it  has  left  its  indelible 
stamp  in  some  well-organized  form  of 
helpfulness.  Tn  12  years  its  growth 
has  been  almost  phenomenal.  ?ts 
membership  now  is  about  300,000,  and 
nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  has 
been  impregnated  with  some  manifesta- 
tion of  Sunshine's  good  cheer.  You 
know  our  creed,  do  you  not?  No, 
then  listen:  'Have  you  had  a  kindness 
shown?  Pass  it  on, -pass  it  on!  'Twas 
not  given  for  you  alone.      Pass  it  0)1.'  " 


JBostbru,     WVauss.,     H^^  cL^d^ 


Nl^  SUNSHINE  S07 
BRANCH  ORGANIZED 


'Billiken**    is   The   Name   Chosen 

and  First  Officers  Are 

Elected. 


Mrs.  Georgre  E.  R«vltt,  who  has  been 
director  of  tho  Schenectady  branch  of 
the  Sunshine  Boclety  for  several  years, 
organized  a  new  branch  of  the  society 
here  Wednesday. 

It  is  to  be  the  "Billiken'*  branch. 
Bliiiken  is  a  waif  who  Is  blind  and 
was  deserted  by  his  parents  in  Kansas 
City.  As  that  state  makes  no  provi- 
sion for  blind  babies,  there  was  no 
home  for  him.  A  Sunshlner  who  was 
visiting'  tliere  heard  of  the  case  and 
brought  him  to  the  Sunshine  home  for 


81 

The   new   Schenectady   branch    has    de- 
cided to  help   support  Billiken. 

The  officers  are:  President,  Ruth 
Ellis  Yelverton;  secretary,  Sylvia 
Clark;  treasurer,  Carolyn  Callanan. 
Other  members  are:  Emily  Brown, 
Clara  W.  Stone,  Margaret  B.  Connely, 
Lavlnia  Vander  Bogert  and  Mary  P. 
Kellogg.  For  local  work  the  members 
of  the  new  branch  will  assist  the  other 
branch  with  its  extensive  work  at 
Christmas  time  among  the  children 
the  poor. 
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BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

INTERNATIONAL  SUNSHINE 
SOCIETY 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  BLIND 

ADOPTED    JULY    I3,    I912. 

In  conformity  with  instructions  given  by  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  the  following  Code  of  By-Laws  is  established,  for  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Department  of  the  Blind,  by  the  officers  of  that  Depart- 
ment. 


ARTICLE  I 

OBJECT 

Section  i.  Department  of  the  Blind.  Under  this  department  the 
urgent  demand  for  the  care,  maintenance  and  education  of  blind  children 
from  birth  to  the  age  of  eight,  in  every  State,  will  be  investigated  and  the 
State  assisted  to  supply  the  great  need,  if  not  already  provided  for. 

Assistance  will  be  given  to  other  blind  persons  when  possible  without 
reference  to  age. 

Sec.  2.  To  maintain  as  the  result  of  such  investigation  the  Home,  Nurs- 
ery, Hospital  and  Kindergarten  for  blind  babies  and  children  now  known 
as  the  Sunshine  Arthur  Home  for  Blind  Babies,  at  Summit,  New  Jersey,  and 
other  like  Homes,  wherever  this  Department  may  think  best  to  establish 
them. 

Sec.  3.  These  Homes  shall  combine  the  Nursery,  the  Hospital  and  the 
Kindergarten,  and  shall  have  a  trained  corps  of  workers  able  to  bring  about 
the  best  results  for  the  blind  children  under  their  care. 

Babies  will  be  received  from  time  of  birth,  if  they  are  blind,  and  given 
every  opportunity  possible  to  grow  up  into  healthy,  normal  children,  except 
for  the  absence  of  eyesight.  The  baby  in  its  first  year  works  harder  than  at 
any  other  time  in  life  getting  a  grip  on  vital  things. 

This  Department  will  endeavor  to  provide  what  the  blind  baby  needs 
to  help  towards  mental  unfolding  and  normal  development.  It  will,  as  far 
as  possible,  have  the  kindergartens  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  public 
school  system?  of  the  States,  and  as  such  their  benefits  shall  be  tendered  under 
certain  necessary  restrictions  to  all  babies  who  would,  if  possessed  of  good 
vision,  be  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  education  in  the  free  kindergartens  of 
the  States. 

ARTICLE  II 

directors 

Section  i.  There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Directors  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers. 

Sec.  2.  The  officers  of  the  Board  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-President, 
Treasurer  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  chosen  each  year  at  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing in  May,  and  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  election  and  quali- 
fication of  their  successors.  In  the  event  of  a  failure  to  elect  such  officers 
at  the  annual  meeting,  they  may  be  elected  at  any  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  Board.  In  case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  any  one  of  these  officers 
the  vacancy  thus  created  shall  be  temporarily  filled  by  the  Board. 


Sec.  3.  The  stated  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  held  monthly  at  the 
General  Headquarters  of  the  International  Society  in  conjunction  with  the 
General  Council  Meeting  on  the  13th  of  each  month  at  1:30  P.M. 

Sec.  4.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President  or  by  two  or 
more  members  upon  giving  due  notice  to  each  officer.  Three  directors  shall 
constitute  a  quorum. 

Sec.  5.  In  the  transaction  of  business  the  Board  shall  be  guided  by  the 
rules  of  the  International  Society  as  far  as  they  may  be  applicable. 

ARTICLE  III 

COMMITTEES 

Section  i.  There  shall  be  six  standing  committees,  the  chairman  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Board:  An  Executive  Committee,  a  Finance  Committee, 
a  Property  Committee,  a  House  Committee,  a  Membership  Committee  and 
a  Committee  on  the  Annual  Report.  Each  committee  shall  consist  of  at 
least  three  International  Sunshine  members  w^ho  shall  be  chosen  annually 
by  the  Department  Board  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May. 

The  Committee  on  the  Annual  Report  shall  consist  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  such  other  members  of  the  Board  as  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  appointed  by  the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  All  special  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Board.  There  shall  also  be  a  Historian  and 
an  Advisory  Council. 

ARTICLE  IV 

DUTIES    OF    THE    TREASURER 

Section  i.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  the  funds  of  the 
Department  and  pay  out  the  same  only  upon  properly  authenticated  orders 
of  the  International  Society,  and  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  all  receipts 
and  disbursements. 

ARTICLE  V 

DUTIES    OF    THE    SECRETARY 

Section  i.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  full  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
each  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  furnish  attested  copies  of  the  same  to  those 
whom  they  concern  when  authorized  by  the  Board  so  to  do. 

Sec.  2,  He  shall  issue  all  notices  of  meetings  of  the  Board  w^hether  stated 
or  special,  and  in  his  notices  of  special  meetings  shall  state  the  particular 
object  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  He  shall  conduct  the  official  correspondence  of  the  Board,  keep- 
ing correct  copies  of  all  letters  written  by  him  and  carefully  filing  those 
received. 

Sec.  4.  He  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
Board  and  shall  affix  the  Common  Seal  of  the  International  Society  to  all 
documents  requiring  authentication. 

ARTICLE  VI 

DUTIES    OF   THE   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE 

Section  i.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  officers  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  2.  The  duties  of  this  Committee  shall  be  to  carry  out  the  orders 
and  resolutions  of  the  Department  of  the  Blind. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  have  the  general  control  of  the  admission  and  discharge 
of  the  pupils  of  the  Institutions. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  have  the  power  to  remove  any  and  all  employees  who 
may  fail  through  incompetency  or  other  cause  to  discharge  their  duties  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  have  the  particular  charge  of  the  premises  of  the  Homes 
and  of  alterations  and  repairs  therein,  and  the  immediate  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties,  and  power  to  make  all 
other  necessary  expenditures  in  carrying  on  the  school. 


ARTICLE  VII 

DUTIES    OF    THE    FINANCE    COMMITTEE 

Section  i.  The  Finance  Committee  shall  see  that  the  proper  accounts 
are  kept  by  all  the  disbursing  officers,  and  shall  audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts 
quarterly,  certifying  to  their  correctness  on  his  books. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

DUTIES    OF    THE    COMMITTEE    ON    THE    ANNUAL    REPORT 

Section  i.  The  Committee  on  the  Annual  Report  to  the  General  Society 
shall  collect  and  preserve  all  appropriate  statistics  for  insertion  into  that 
document  as  well  as  for  the  general  use  of  the  Institutions. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  prepare  said  Report  in  time  to  submit  it  to  the  General 
Board  for  their  examination  and  approval  at  the  stated  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  May. 

ARTICLE  IX 

the  department  seal 

Section  i.  The  Seal  of  the  Department  shall  be  the  Common  Seal  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society. 

Sec.  2.  This  seal  shall  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
International  Society,  but  may  be  affixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  all  documents  requiring  authentication  by  the  Department. 

ARTICLE  X 

amendments 

Section  i.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  members,  upon  notice  having 
been  given  at  a  previous  regular  meeting,  of  the  intention  to  offer  the  same. 
Any  by-law,  however,  may  be  suspended  at  any  regular  meeting,  by  unanimous 
consent  of  all  the  members  present. 


RULES  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HOMES 

The  various  purposes  of  the  Homes,  shall  be  classified  under  several 
heads  of  departments,  the  operations  of  each  to  be  kept  as  distinct  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit. 

I — The  preliminary  and  regular  kindergarten  departments  of  the  Homes 
shall  provide  such  a  course  of  training  as  is  best  calculated  to  develop  and 
strengthen  all  the  mental  faculties  of  the  babies,  thereby  enabling  them  to 
become  normal,  happy  children  when  they  reach  the  age  of  eight,  eligible  to 
enter  the  public  school,  classes  for  the  blind,  or  the  institutions  already 
established  for  the  young  blind. 

2 — The  Music  Department  shall  furnish  to  all  the  children  kindergarten 
songs,  dancing  and  folk  songs,  marches,  finger  exercises  on  the  clavier,  to  the 
extent  of  the  pupils'  individual  ability  in  that  direction,  in  order  that  those 
who  are  endowed  with  special  talents  for  the  profession  of  music  may  be 
prepared  to  take  up  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  and  training  when  they 
graduate  to  enter  the  schools  for  the  older  blind. 

3 — The  Physical  Department  shall  embrace  a  course  of  light  gymnastics 
and  other  appropriate  exercises  of  like  character  for  babies  and  very  small 
children,  together  with  all  other  approved  agencies  for  the  promotion  of 
sound  health,  and  the  thorough  development  of  the  powers  of  the  pupils. 

4 — The  Industrial  Department  shall  supply  training  in  such  manual 
arts  as  will  tend  to  render  the  children  more  self-reliant,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  prepare  them  for  taking  up  the  advanced  courses  in  the  higher  schools — 
basket  weaving,  clay  modelling,  finger  exercises,  braiding,  typewriting,  etc. 


5 — The  House  Dcp:)artnjent  shall  embrace  all  needful  arrangements  and 
conveniences  for  the  boarding  of  the  pupils  and  the  furnishing  of  clothing 
and  everything  of  a  like  nature. 

6 — The  Hospital  Department  shall  have  complete  care  of  the  physical 
needs  of  all  the  children  under  four  years  of  age;  and  the  care  of  all  pupils 
in  case  of  sickness,  with  supervision  over  their  bodily  health,  bathing,  mas- 
saging, etc. 

7 — No  sectarian  teaching  will  be  allowed.  There  shall  be  brief  daily 
services,  consisting  of  singing  and  prayer,  attendance  at  which  shall  be  optional 
with  the  parents  or  guardians  as  to  pupils  living  in  the  building. 

8  —In  order  to  insure  the  Homes  the  highest  possible  state  of  efficiency 
in  the  fulfillment  of  their  mission,  it  shall  be  deemed  imperative  to  employ 
none  but  the  most  competent  teachers  and  nurses  and  other  employees,  and 
to  provide  each  of  the  several  departments  with  a  sufficient  amount  and 
variety  of  the  most  approved  apparatus  of  every  description. 

9 — The  regular  employes  of  each  Home  shall  be  a  Superintendent,  who 
shall  be  the  Executive  Head  of  the  establishment,  and  a  corps  of  subordinates, 
comprising  the  necessary  instructors  in  the  several  educational  departments, 
an  attending  Physician,  a  graduate  Head  Nurse,  an  Accountant,  a  House 
Mother,  and  a  House-keeper,  with  other  help  as  needed. 

10 — Employees:  The  Superintendent  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  at  its  meeting  in  April.  The  term  of  office  shall  be  as  per  con- 
tract, or  optional  with  the  Board  of  Directors. 

II — The  Teachers,  Physician,  Accountant  and  House  Mother,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  its  meeting  in  April,  and  their  terms 
of  office  shall  be  as  per  contract  or  optional  with  the  Board  of  Directors. 

In  case  the  Directors  shall,  from  any  cause,  fail  to  make  necessary 
appointments  at  the  regular  time,  such  appointments  may  be  made  at  any 
suitable  time  hereafter. 

12 — All  incidental  vacancies  occurring  among  the  employes  shall  be  filled 
by  the  Executive  Committee  as  soon  as  practicable  after  occurrence,  but 
such  appointment  shall  be  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

DUTIES     ' 


DUTIES  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 

I — The  Superintendent  shall  reside  in  the  Home;  shall  be  the  chief  executive 
officer  and  the  medium  of  communication  between  it  and  the  Directors; 
shall  have  care  of  all  the  buildings,  grounds  and  property  of  the  Home,  and 
shall  see  that  they  are  kept  in  order  and  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and  shall 
also  be  accountable  for  the  proper  use  and  preservation  of  all  stores  and 
supplies  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Home. 

The  Superintendent  shall  assign  to  all  employes  their  specific  duties  in 
accordance  with  the  general  instructions  laid  down  in  these  rules,  and  direct 
them  in  the  performance  of  the  same;  shall  have  power  to  suspend  any 
employee  for  incompetence  or  dereliction  of  duty  until  the  next  succeeding 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  when  the  case  shall  be  reported  to  that 
body. 

The  Superintendent  shall  assist  the  Executive  Board  in  its  determination 
of  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction  and  training  in  the  several  depart- 
ments; the  time  to  be  devoted  by  the  instructors  and  pupils  to  the  different 
studies,  occupations  and  exercises;  the  best  books,  apparatus,  musical  instru- 
ments and  other  appliances  to  be  used;  the  system  of  discipline  to  be  employed 
in  the  government  of  the  pupils;  and  all  else  of  like  nature  pertaining  to  the 
management  of  the  Home,  all  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

It  shall  be  the  Superintendent's  duty  to  make  frequent  visits  to  the 
various  class  and  music  rooms  during  the  hours  of  instruction,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  knowing  the  progress  and  deportment  of  the  pupils,  and  of  making 
useful  suggestions  to  the  instructors  and  other  persons  employed. 


The  Superintendent  shall  certify  to  all  accounts  of  employees'  salaries 
and  wages;  and  shall  see  that  the  books  of  the  Accountant  are  properly  kept 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  P^xecutive  Committee.  All  monies 
received  by  the  Superintendent  from  any  source  on  account  of  the  Home 
shall  be  paid  over  promptly  to  the  Department  Treasurer,  and  a  receipt  taken 
therefor.  The  Superintendent  shall  keep  a  journal  of  all  important  events 
occurring  in  the  Home,  and  submit  the  same  monthly  to  the  Board  of  Directors; 
shall  keep  a  register  of  all  the  pupils  received  into  the  Home,  showing  their 
names  and  ages,  the  causes  and  degrees  of  their  blindness,  the  date  of  their 
admission  and  discharge,  the  post  office  address  of  their  parents  or  guardians 
and  such  other  information  concerning  them  as  may  be  deemed  important. 

The  Superintendent  shall  see  that  all  of  the  pupils  are  properly  clad, 
either  by  their  friends  or  by  the  appropriate  officers  charged  with  the  duty 
of  supplying  clothing  to  those  who  are  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  shall 
take  part  in  the  instruction  of  the  pupils  when  assigned  to  do  so  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Directors. 

The  Superintendent  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Department 
Directors  embracing  an  account  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  several 
features  of  the  Home,  of  the  course  of  instruction  pursued,  and  of  the  health 
and  general  improvement  of  the  pupils,  with  suggestions  for  the  advancement 
of  the  objects  of  the  Home,  which  report  shall  be  made  at  the  April  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  be  read  also  at  the  May  meeting  of  the 
General  Society. 

HOUSE  MOTHER 

2 — The  House  Mother,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  shall 
have  the  supervision  of  the  pupils  when  not  engaged  in  study  or  recitation, 
and  shall  be  responsible  for  their  quiet  and  orderly  conduct  throughout  the 
building.  She  shall  pay  special  attention  to  the  habits,  manners,  dress  and 
personal  appearance  of  the  pupils,  teaching  them  to  be  self-reliant  and  self- 
helpful  in  all  things.  She  shall  see  that  they  are  neatly  and  suitably  dressed 
on  all  occasions;  shall  have  charge  of  their  wearing  apparel,  and  see  that  it  is 
kept  in  good  condition.  The  making  and  repairing  of  such  apparel  shall  be 
under  her  supervision. 

She  shall  see  to  it  that  the  utmost  personal  cleanliness  is  maintained  by 
the  pupils,  and  to  this  end  she  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  the  wash- 
ing and  bathing  of  the  pupils,  and  see  that  it  be  done  regularly  and  thor- 
oughly. 

She  shall,  with  assistants,  be  present  in  the  pupils'  dining-room  during 
their  meals,  looking  carefully  to  their  manners  and  habits  at  the  table,  teach- 
ing them  to  use  properly  knife,  fork  and  spoon,  and  to  avoid  all  unmannerly 
habits. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  heretofore  specified  she  shall  be  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Superintendent  for  services  pertaining  to  the  conduct  of  the  school. 


HEAD  NURSE 

3 — The  Head  Nurse  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  sick  rooms  and  hospital, 
caring  for  the  patients  therein  as  directed  by  the  Physician  or  Superintendent. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN 

4 — The  Physician  shall  visit  the  Home  when  ever  summoned  by  the  Super- 
intendent or  House  Mother. 

He  shall  render  such  medical  and  surgical  services  to  the  pupils  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary,  except  in  capital  operations,  and  confer  with  the  Super- 
intendent as  to  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Home. 

He  may  excuse  any  pupil  frorn  daily  work  and  prescribe  the  amount  of 
physical  exercise  to  be  taken  individually  by  each  of  the  pupils. 

He  shall,  at  his  discretion,  or  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  the  Super- 
intendent, call  in  the  aid  of  a  consulting  physician,  but  such  consulting 
physician  shall  in  no  case  supersede  the  regular  one. 


He  shall  keep  a  rccorcV  of  all  cases  of  disease  among  the  pupils  prescribed 
for,  in  a  book  kept  at  the  Home  for  that  purpose.  Upon  the  entrance  of  each 
pupil,  he  shall  giv^e  him  or  her  a  thorough  medical  and  surgical  examination, 
including  the  height,  weight  and  such  distinctive  marks  as  may  lead  to  the 
recognition  of  the  pupil  in  case  of  death  among  strangers,  and  make  a  full 
record  of  the  same  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  at  the  Home. 

On  May  1st,  each  year,  he  shall  present  to  the  Board  of  Directors  an 
annual  report,  embracing  an  account  of  the  general  health  and  physical  con- 
dition of  the  pupils,  and  such  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  sanitary  conditions  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

The  compensation  of  the  Physician  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Board. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  ACCOUNTANT 

5 — The  Accountant  shall  purchase  for  those  pupils  who  are  dependent  upon 
the  Home  such  clothing  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Superintendent.  He  shall 
see  that  vouchers  are  furnished  for  all  goods,  supplies,  etc.,  that  may  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  the  goods  received  are  in  strict  accordance  with  the  same, 
as  to  quantity,  quality  and  price,  which  bills  must  be  duly  examined  as  to 
their  correctness,  properly  certified  and  passed  to  the  Superintendent  before 
payment. 

He  shall  keep  all  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Home  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  directed  by  the  Finance  Committee,  and  be  responsible  for  their 
correctness,  and  the  correctness  of  all  bills  presented  to  and  certified  by  him, 
whether  for  repairs,  wages  of  employees  or  purchases  made. 

He  shall  make  out  for  transmission  to  the  comptroller  or  other  State,  City 
or  County  officer,  such  statements  and  accounts  as  may  be  required  together 
with  the  necessary  vouchers  to  accompany  the  same. 

GENERAL  DUTIES  OF  EMPLOYEES 

6 — All  teachers  and  other  employees  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  Superintendent  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  duties. 

They  will  be  expected  to  make  themselves  generally  useful  to  the  pupils, 
by  spending  as  many  of  their  leisure  hours  with  them  as  practicable,  encour- 
aging and  assisting  them  in  their  play  as  well  as  studies,  reading  to  them 
from  useful  works,  striving  by  judicious  advice  to  correct  their  habits  and 
manners,  and  in  every  way  laboring  for  the  promotion  of  their  improvement 
and  happiness. 

Each  teacher  or  other  employee  shall  be  responsible  for  the  good  behavior 
of  the  pupils  while  under  her  particular  charge,  whether  for  instruction  or  any 
other  purpose,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  to  lend  their  aid  at  every  other 
time  to  the  Superintendent  in  the  preservation  of  order  among  the  pupils 
by  judicious  advice  and  restraint,  and  by  reporting  to  her  any  disorderly  con- 
duct which  may  come  to  their  knowledge. 

Neither  the  Superintendent  nor  any  teacher  or  other  person  employed 
in  the  school,  shall  inflict  corporal  punishment  upon  any  pupil.  Disobedience 
of  this  order  shall  void  and  end  any  contract  of  employment. 

Promptness  will  be  expected  from  teachers  in  attendance  upon  their 
classes,  or  in  the  discharge  of  any  other  duty;  and  none  will  be  at  liberty  to 
absent  themselves  from  duty,  even  if  substitutes  are  provided,  without  con- 
sultation with  the  Superintendent. 

No  employee  shall  be  at  liberty  to  grant  leave  of  absence  from  the  premises 
to  any  pupil  unless  authority  so  to  do  is  specially  delegated  by  the  Super- 
intendent. 

No  employee  will  be  allowed  to  read  in  the  presence  of  any  of  the  pupils 
any  book,  pamphlet  or  paper  which  may  be  disapproved  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

All  persons  living  in  the  Home  will  be  expected  to  be  in  their  rooms  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night  without  exceptions  other  than  shall  be  granted  by  the  Super- 
intendent, so  that  the  house  may  be  duly  closed,  and  unnecessary  disturbance 
avoided. 

C 


DUTIES  OF  THE  INSTRUCTOR  OF  THE  PHYSICAL  DEPARTMENT 

7 — The  instructor  in  the  physical  department  shall  drill  all  the  pupils,  ex- 
cepting such  as  may  be  excused  by  the  Superintendent  or  physician  on  account  of 
ill  health,  in  some  approved  system  of  light  gymnastics,  and  such  other  phys- 
ical exercises  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Superintendent.  These  exercises 
shall  be  practised  daily,  hours  to  be  designated  by  the  Superintendent. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  KINDERGARTNER 

8 — The  Kindergartner  shall  carefully  instruct  pupils  in  all  kindergarten 
studies.  She  shall  keep  a  strict  account  of  all  the  work  done,  as  well  as  the 
value  thereof,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Superintendent.  She  shall  take 
an  annual  account  of  stock  in  her  department,  and  when  necessary,  present 
a  classified  statement  of  the  same.  Whenever  work,  materials,  tools  or  other 
articles  are  needed,  for  the  use  of  her  department  she  shall  make  it  known  to 
the  Superintendent  who  will  take  the  proper  steps  to  supply  the  needed 
articles. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  HOUSE-KEEPER 

9— The  House-keeper  shall  discharge  the  duties  assigned  her  under  the 
directions  of  the  Superintendent. 

She  will  have  the  immediate  oversight  of  the  kitchen  and  dining-room, 
seeing  that  the  meals  are  properly  prepared,  and  placed  upon  the  table  at  the 
precise  time  fixed  by  the  Superintendent,  and  that  the  utmost  cleanliness  is 
observed  in  all  the  apartments  devoted  to  the  culinary  affairs,  and  that 
the  cooking  utensils,  table  furniture,  etc.,  are  kept  constantly  in  order. 

She  shall  have  charge  of  all  provisions,  groceries,  culinary  utensils,  table, 
furniture,  bedding,  etc.,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  their  careful  and  eco- 
nomical use. 

Subject  to  the  Superintendent,  she  shall  have  the  immediate  supervision 
of  the  cook,  and  all  domestics  of  the  household,  assigning  to  each  her  several 
duties.  She  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  pupils'  dining-room 
at  all  meals,  seeing  to  it  that  the  food  is  properly  served,  and  that  the  dining- 
room  girls  discharge  their  duties  properly  and  courteously. 

She  shall  have  charge  of  the  laundry,  seeing  that  all  the  bedding,  wearing 
apparel,  etc.,  are  properly  ironed  and  distributed,  and  that  the  laundry 
departments  are  kept  constantly  in  order.  She  shall  have  charge  of  the 
house  cleaning,  including  the  sweeping  and  scrubbing  in  all  parts  of  the 
establishment,  and  be  responsible  for  its  faithful  execution  by  the  appropriate 
employees. 

THE  SCHOOL  SESSION 

There  shall  be  an  annual  session  of  each  Home  in  April. 

ADMISSION  AND  DISCHARGE  OF  PUPILS 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  prepare  a  circular  setting  forth  the  objects 
of  the  institution,  the  regulations  pertaining  to  the  admission  of  pupils  and 
such  other  information  as  may  be  of  interest  to  applicants,  together  with 
definite  instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  procedure  in  making  application; 
a  copy  of  which  circular  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  friends  of  any  person  apply- 
ing for  admission,  and  no  one  shall  be  admitted  into  the  school  as  a  pupil 
until  its  requirements  shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Unless  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  there  shall  be  no  limit  fixed  as  to 
the  time  during  which  pupils  may  remain  in  the  institution;  but  it  shall  be 
left  for  the  Executive  Committee  to  determine  in  each  case  as  to  the  proper 
time  for  discharge. 

Kindergarten  pupils  who  complete  their  kindergarten  course  of  instruction 
with  credit  to  themselves,  may  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  countersigned  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Blind  children  from  any  State  may  be  received  into  the  institution  upon 
the  payment  of  a  dollar  a  day. 


Applications  for  admii^ion  of  private  children  into  the  institution  shall 
be  made  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  International  Society,  96  Fifth 
Avenue,  N.  Y.  City.     Forms  will  be  mailed  on  request. 

BEQUESTS 

The  institution  may  receive  in  the  name  of  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  bequests  or  donations  of  money  or  any  kind  of  property,  but  such 
money  or  property  shall,  in  all  cases,  belong  to  the  General  Society  and  be 
subject  to  its  control;  provided  that  the  same  shall  not  be  diverted  from  the 
particular  object  for  which  it  shall  be  bequeathed  or  donated. 

The  Board  of  Directors  shall  keep  full  and  complete  records  of  their  pro- 
ceeding and  make  an  annual  report  of  the  same  to  the  International  Sunshine 
Society,  strictly  accounting  in  detail  for  their  expenditures,  on  account  of 
the  institution,  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  setting  forth  the  progress 
and  condition  of  the  several  features  of  the  institution,  making  such  sug- 
gestions concerning  its  future  management  as  they  may  deem  essential,  and 
submitting  in  April  proper  estimates  of  the  funds  needed  for  its  support  as 
well  as  for  building  and  all  other  expenses  during  the  ensuing  year. 

All  drafts  upon  a  State,  City  or  County  treasury  on  behalf  of  the  institu- 
tion, shall  be  based  upon  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  same  and  attested  by  the  Common  Seal  of  the 
International  Sunshine  Society. 

LAWS 
Chapter  104  of  the  Laws  of  1872,  New  York 
AX  ACT  in  relation  to  trustees  and  directors  of  charitable  and  benevolent 
institutions. 
Passed  March  12,  1872. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows: 

Section  i.  No  trustee  or  director  of  any  charitable  or  benevolent  insti- 
tution, organized  either  under  the  laws  of  this  State  or  by  virtue  of  a  special 
charter,  shall  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  salary  or  emolument  from 
said  institution,  nor  shall  any  salary  or  compensation  whatever  be  voted  or 
allowed  by  the  trustees  or  directors  of  any  institution  organized  for  charitable 
or  benevolent  purposes,  to  any  trustee  or  director  of  said  institution  for  services 
either  as  trustee  or  director,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 

Chapter  201  of  the  Laws  of  1901,  New  York 
AN  ACT  providing  for  fire  drills  in  the  schools  of  New  York  State     Became 
a  law,  March  27,  1901,  \vith  the  approval  of  the  Governor. 

Passed,  three-fifths  being  present. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly, 
do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  i.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  or  other  person  in  charge 
of  every  public  or  private  school  or  educational  institution  within  the  State, 
having  more  than  one  hundred  pupils,  to  instruct  and  train  the  pupils  by 
means  of  drills,  so  that  they  may  in  a  sudden  emergency  be  able  to  leave  the 
school  building  in  the  shortest  possible  time  and  without  confusion  and  panic. 
Such  drills  or  rapid  dismissals  shall  be  held  at  least  once  in  each  month. 

Sec.  2.  Neglect  by  any  principal  or  other  person  in  charge  of  any  public 
or  private  school  or  educational  institution  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  a  misdemeanor  punishable  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  Such  fine  to  be  paid  into  pension  fund 
of  the  local  fire  department  where  there  is  such  a  fund. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Education  or  School  Board 
or  other  body  having  control  of  the  schools  in  any  town  or  city  to  cause  a 
copy  of  this  Act  to  be  printed  in  the  manual  or  hand-book  prepared  for  the 
guidance  of  teachers,  where  such  manual  or  hand-book  is  in  use  or  may  here- 
after come  into  use. 

Sec.  4.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  colleges  or  uni- 
versities. 

Sec.  5.     This  Act  shall  take  eff^ect  June  first,  nineteen  hundred  and  one. 
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BRINGING  LIGHT  INTO 
LIVES  OF  BLIND  BABIES 


f        '•> 


MRS.    CYNTHIA    WESTOVER    ALDEN.     IT  WAS    SHE    V/HO   STARTED 
WORK   IN   BEHALF    OF    THE   BLIND   BABY. 


« 


How  One  Womai^''orcea 
City  Officials  to  Recog- 
nize Their  Duty. 


Once  upon  a  time  a  woman  went  to  a 
city  Official  and  asked  his  permission  to 
teach,  feed,  clothe  and  bring  up  a  blind 
baby  that  was  in  a  mission. 

The  city  official  made  an  elaborate 
answer.  He  cursed  this  woman  In  par- 
ticular. He  cursed  women  In  general  as 
"faddists."  He  cursed  all  people  who 
had  any  wish  to  Interfere  with,  alter  or 
take  an  interest  in  the  city  government. 
He  cursed  every  one  who  might  be> 
dubious  of  the  disinterestedness  and 
wisdom  of  city  officials,  especially  offl-  I 
dais  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Hi.g] 
righteous  indignation  grew  more  vehe-  ! 
ment  against  the  faddist  who  wanted  to 
take  the  blind  baby  away  from  an  insti-  j 
tution  where  it  would  be  classed  with^ 
the  feeble-minded  and  to  transplant  it. 
ruthlessly  Into  a  private  home  where  It! 
would  be  brought  up  as  a  human  being. 
He  swore  till  his  breath  and  invention 
failed  him.     Then  he  paused. 

The   woman    smiled   at   him.      "I   was 

j  brought    up    In    the    mining    district    )f 

I  Colofado,"  she  said;  "there  is  one  swear 

word   that   you    haven't   used.     I   could 

I  give  it  to  you,  if  you  like." 

The  official  looked  at  the  imperturba- 
ble visitor  for  a  long  moment. 

"Wh-what-  did  you  say  you  wanted?" 
he  Inquired  weakly.  And  when  It  was 
explained  to  him  once  again  that  the 
woman  wanted  the  blind  baby,  to  feed, 
to  clothe,  to  doctor,  to  educate — the 
official  set  the  machinery  In  motion 
which  granted  the  request. 

It  was  In  this  fashion  that  Cynthia 
Westover  Alden  gave  up  newspaper 
work  for  blind  baby  philanthropy.  It 
was  out  of  the  roots  of  this  philanthropy 
that  the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind  soon  grew.  Something 
of  its  growth  was  told  by  Mrs.  Alden 
at  Park  Street  Church  on  Tuesday,  Oct. 
8,  when  the  MeisBachusetts  branch  of 
the  International  Sunshine  Society  held 
two    meetings    there. 

No  Place  for  Them. 
At  first  the  blind  babies  were  only 
an  incidental  in  the  philanthropic  work 
which  Cynthia  Alden  set  herself  to  do. 
A  blind  baby  had  been  brought  to  Mrs. 
Alden's  office,  and  Mrs.  Alden  tried  to 
put  the  child  Into  a  home  for  the  blind. 
She  discovered  that  In  all  New  York, 
with  Its  million  dollar  charities,  there 
was  no  place  for  a  blind  child  who  had 
not  reached  the  age  ot  eight.  She  dis- 
covered further  that  only  two  places 
in  the  United  States — and  these  were 
private  nurseries — would  accept  a  blind 
baby. 


5.  Alden  obtained  a  flat  of  three 
rooms  at  three  dollars  a  week.  Al- 
though she  did  not  realize  It  at  the 
time,  this  was  to  be  the  first  public  In- 
stitution  for   blind  babies. 

To  the  little  flat  were  taken  the  un- 
fortunate first  baby  whom  the  insti- 
tutions rejected,  and  the  second  child 
rescued,  after  so  much  official  profan- 
ity, from  the  East  side.  Then  the 
branch  for  the  blind  was  regnlarly  in- 
corporated. Soon  thereafter  Mrs.  .-Vlden 
learned  that  the  blind  babies  of  very 
poor  parents  were  sent  to  the  county 
almshouses  at  Randall's  Island  and  put 
in   with    the   feeble-minded. 

Mrs.  Alden  prevailed  on  the  city  to 
lend  her  six  of  the  children  for  six 
months.  A  graduate  nurse,  who  gave 
her  services  without  recompense,  took 
charare  of  them,  and  the  youngsters  im- 
proved wonderfulb^  The  city,  however, 
notified  Mrs.  Alden  very  solicitously 
at  the  end  of  the  six  months  that  the 
children  must  be  sent  right  back  to 
Randall's.  Mrs.  Alden  and  the  nurse 
faced  the  probability  that  all  the  good 
results  of  their  work  were  going  to  be 
destz'oyed. 

Stirred  Mayor's  interest. 

Once  again  Mrs.  Alden  went  to  City 
Hall.  The  mayor's  clerk  told  her  that 
the  mayor  was  very  busy.  She'd  better 
,come  some  other  time.  His  honor  was 
very  busy  indeed.  The  clerk  told  her 
this  three  times.  Then  he  Inquired 
what  she  wanted. 

"I  have  six  blind  babies  outside," 
Mrs.  Alden  replied  gently,  "I'm  going 
to  hit  them  over  the  head  with  a  sledge- 
hammer and  drop  them  over  Brooklyn 
biidge.  I  just  wanted  to  see  if  the 
mayor   will    stand    by   me." 

The  clerk  -gasped.  He  disappeared. 
When  he  returned  the  mayor — though 
such  a  very  busy  man — was  at  his 
heyls.  "Whai's  this?  What's  this?" 
the   mayor   cried. 

"I  want  to  put  them  out  of  their  mis- 
ery with  one  grand  blow,"  Mrs.  Alden 
explained;  "you  allow  them  to  die  by 
inches.  The  light-hunger  is  so  great 
that  Instead  of  sucking  the  thumb,  as 
seeing  babies  do,  the  blind  babies'  fin- 
gers dig  and  poke  for  the  light  that 
doesn't  come  until  tne  eyes  are  In- 
jured and  the  baby  dies  of  blood  poison. 
Or  else  it  becomes  an  Imbecile  because 
It    is    neglected   and    misundersffWW      ' 

"Why— why,"  began  the  mayor,  as- 
tounded at  Mrs.  Alden' s  earnestness, 
"why— I  never  heard  of  a  blind  baby! 
You  can  depend  on  me  to  help  you  get 
some   provision    for   their   care." 

The  care  which  Mrs.  Alden  wished  to 
provide  was  a  combination  of  home, 
nursery,  hospital,  and  kindergarten  for 
the  children  and  a  law  for  their  main- 
tenance. She  asked  the  board  of  edu- 
cation to  have  the  little  private  home 
established  by  herself  made  a  public  In- 
stitution,   where    the    blind    children    of 


both  rich  and  poor  parents  could  comei 
to  school.  The  board  of  education,  Ilkel 
the  city  officials,  was  busy.  It  refused 
her  appeal  again  and  again.  It  spoke 
of  her  as  a  "crank."  It  could  not  re- 
member that  It  had  ever  heard  of  a 
blind  baby,  anyway.  She  Invited  the 
board  to  visit  her  own  little  home,  fUled 
with  blind  children. 

Long,   Hard   Struggle. 

It  was  a  long  struggle  and  a  hard  one 
to  convince  the  authorities  that  blind 
babies  had  a  right  to  careful  upbringr- 
ing  and  an  education  at  the  public  ex- 
pense. The  city  officials,  once  they 
woke  to  the  need,  extended  every  cour- 
tes3^  and  assistance,  but  legislation  was 
slow.  At  length,  when  a  fine  home  In 
Brooklyn  had  been  secured,  the  cost  of 
maintenance  proved  to  be  5500  a  month 
and  the  income  came  only  from  private 
donations.  At  this  juncture  Mrs.  Alden 
very  nearly  gave  up  the  work  to  accept 
a  salary  of  $5200  for  newspaper  writing. 
It  began  to  seem  to  her  that  the  task 
she  had  imdertaken  was  hopeless.  But 
she  declined  the  salary,  stuck  to  the 
philanthropy,  and  at  last  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  Institutions  for  the 
blind  children  established  by  act  of  leg- 
islature in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

What  this  one  woman  did  has  far- 
reaching  and  stupendous  results.  It  Is, 
however,  typical  of  what— usually  in 
necessarily  smaller  ways— the  members 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Society 
aim  to  do  for  people,  whether  blind  or 
seeing,  in  distress.  They  are,  as  their 
pledge  reveals,  "devoted  to  the  inter- 
change of  kindly  acts  and  to  the  pass- 
ing on  of  good  cheer." 


Jd  T  ucLq^e^lvov't  ,    Co-ww».    JeLe(^T"£>^>^a^. 


ROMANCE  OF  IHE  CARE  OF  eUND 


By  Theresa  Hunt  Wolcott 
Into  the  office  of  a  woman — busy  as 
only  a  woman  could  be  who  had  un- 
dertaken the  task  of  making  the  world' 
a  little  bit  brighter — there  was  carried 
one  day  a  blind  baby.  The  arnis  thali 
opened  to  receive  her  were  thoiie  of 
Cynthia  Westover  Alden,  a  newspapeij 
writer,  who  was  at  that  time — slsi 
£ears  ago — even  as  she  is  now.blazina 


a  cheerful  path  throug-h  this  xvorld  to 
let  sunshine  into  the  lives  of  those 
whose  roads  led  through  the  gloomy 
thickets  of  need   or  trouble. 

"What  is  best  to  do  for  this  baby?" 
was  the  first  question,  and  the  nnsswer 
naturally  was  "She  must  be  put  in  a 
home  for  the  blind."  Much  telephon- 
ing revealed  the  startling  fact  that  in 
all  n^^  big  city  of  New  York,  with  its 
great  charaties,  there  was  no  place  for 
this  child,  because  she  was  not  yel 
eight  years  old.  There  were  places  for 
seeing  babies,  sick  babies,  crippled 
babies,  feeble-minded  babies,  for  cats 
and  dogs,  birds — in  fact,  animals  of 
all  kinds — but  no  one  had  yet  thought 
of  providing  a  place  for  a  blind  baby. 
No  hospital  Ti'ould  keep  her,  no  nur- 
sery accept  her — every  application 
Mrs.  Alden  made  in  her  behalf  was  re- 
fused. Indeed,  further  inquiry  some 
time  later  developed  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  place  in  the  XTnitcd 
States  that  would  take  a  blind  baby 
except  two  nurseries,  and  they  were 
private  institutions. 

"Never  run  away,  Cynthia,  because 
a  thing  is  hard  to  do."  was  the  advice 
Mrs.  Alden's  father  had  given  her 
when  she  left  him  to  make  her  •^'ay 
alone  in  life.  "Be  a  good  soldier.  Stand 
your  ground  and  do  your  duty,  no 
matter  what  the  world  may  say,  and 
I  shall  always  be  proud  of  my  daugh- 
ter." 

So  The  International  Sunahine 
Branch  for  the  Blind  was  formed.  A 
flat  of  three  rooms  was  secured  at 
three  dollars  a  week,  and,  all  uncon- 
sciously, the  first  public  institution  for 
blind  babies  was  started,     . 

One  day  word  came  to  Mrs.  Alden 
that  there  was  a  blind  child  in  a  Mis- 
sion on  the  East  Side.  She  asked  the 
city  authorities  to  give  her  the  cus- 
tody of  tho  child,  although  shs  knew 
of  its  dreadful  physical  oonu  '.ion.  TUe 
response  to  her  request  came  in  a 
long  string  of  oaths  from  one  of  the 
officials,  denouncing  her  in  particular 
and  all  women  in  general  for  intro- 
ducing fads  that  interferred  with  the 
city  rulings. 

Mrs.  Alden  remained  calm  and 
seemingly  unmoved,  though  hia 
swearing  grew  worse  and  worse  with 
each  sentence  he  uttered.  Finally  he 
stopped  for  breath  and  looked  won- 
deringly  at  her.  She  leaned  toward 
him  and  remarked  "I  was  brought  up 
in  the  mines  of  Colorado.  There  is 
one  swear  word  you  have  not  uaed.  I, 
could  give  it  to  yOu  if  you  would  likd' 
to  have  it."  He  gave  a  nervous  laugh. 
"Do  you  really  mean  it?'  he  said.  "Will 
you  take  a  child  like  that  who  must 
have  hospital  care  to  begin  with?" 

"That  is  what  I  ceme  for,"  she  re- 
plie(i. 


"Well,  It's  the  first  time  we  have 
had  anything  like  this  happen,  and 
If  you  have  got  the  coura.ge  you  have 
got  the  sympathy  and  help  of  every 
one  of  us  here  too.  T  thought  you 
"uere  a  faddist,  and  would  back  out 
when  the  real  work  came." 

The  next  step  was  the  incorporation 
of  the  International  Sunshine  Branch 
for  the  Blind,  "for  the  care,  main- 
tenance and  education  of  blind  chil- 
dren." 

On  inve.stigatlon  it  was  learned  that 
the  blind  babies  of  the  very  poor  were 
sent  to  Randall's  Island,  the  county 
poorhouses,  and  put  in  with  the 
feeble-minded,  as  there  was  no  other 
provision  nor  classification  for  them. 
Mrs,  Alden  borrowed  six  of  th«m  for 
six  months.  A  graduate  nurse,  accus- 
tomed to  working  among  the  blind, 
devoted  her  time  and  energy  to  them 
without  financial  ]'ecompense,  and  the 
changes  in  the  children  were  mar':ed. 
They  were  called  back  to  the  Island 
and  Mrs,  Alden  realized  that  unless 
something  radical  were  done  all  their 
work  would  be  for  naught.  She  went 
down  to  the  Mayor's  office,  md  his 
clerk  told  her  three  times  that  i:  was 
a  busy  day  and  that  she  had  tetter 
come  some  other  time.  What  was  her 
business  anyway? 

"AVell,"  she  remarked,  "I  have  six 
blind  babies  outside.  I  am  going  to 
hit  them  on  the  head  with  a  sledge- 
hammer and  drop  them  over  the 
Brooklyn  Bridge,  and  I  want  to  see  if 
the  Mayor  will  stand  by  me." 

"What!"  gasped  the  clerk.  He  took 
long*trides  into  the  inner  office,  and 
before  Mrs.  Alden  had  really  time  to 
wonder  what  would  happen  next,  the 
Mayor  stood  before  her. 

"What's  this!  What's  this!"  he  ex- 
clairihed.  Mrs,  Alden  repeated  her 
startling  statement. 

"Oh,  Mr.  Mayor!"  cried  Mrs.  Alden. 
^"I  want  to  put  them  out  of  their  mis- 
ery   with    one    grand    blow.    You,    as 
Chief   Magistrate   of   the   city,   wiir  al- 
low them  to  die  by  inches.  The  light- 
Jiunger    is    so    great    that    instead    of 
sucking  the  thumb  like  a  seeing  baby 
the   fingers    of   a    blind   baby   dig   and, 
poke  for   the   light  that  never  comes,  ] 
until    the    eyes    are    injured    and    the , 
^aby  dies  of  blood   poison  or  lives  tpj 
the    worse   fate    of   imbecility    because 
it  is  misunderstood  and  neglected," 

The  Mayor  assured  Mrs.  Alden  that 
he  had  never  heard  of  a  blind  baby 
that  she  could  depend  upon  him  to 
help  her  bring  about  some  provision 
for  their  care.  This  promise  he  remem- 
bered when — four  years  afterward — 
he  signed  the  bill  appropriating  funds 
for  the  care  of  the  dependent  blind 
babies. 

Experienced  workers  with  the  adult' 
blind  advised  Mrs.,  Alden  to  leave  the 


fchlldfeh  Vith  their  mothers  until  they 
could  go  to  the  schools  for  the  blind. 
Many  of  the  children  had  no  mothers, 
and  the  mothers  of  the  children  of  the 
'Very  poor  had  to  leave  them  a!'l  day 
while  they  worked.  When  a  blind  child 
is  neglected  eight  years — the  age  when 
it  may  be  admitted  to  the  City  School 
for  the  Blind — it  is  undeveloped 
mentally  and  Is  not  eligible,  and  no 
amount  of  care  can  ever  make  up  for 
'that  lost  time.  The  children  of  the 
poor,  therefore,  are  really  feeble- 
minded because  of  neglect.  The 
brains  of  blind  children  are  nofmai 
at  birth,  and  deteriorate  only  because 
of  lack  of  development.  It  i?  light 
that  makes  us  hold  up  out  heads. 
These  children,  untrained,  nev'er  lift 
their  faces.  They  shrink,  huddle  in 
corners  where  they  can  feel  the  walls 
stoop,  and  never  reach  out  nor  stand 
until  they  are  taught  and  given  con- 
fidence. •  • 
I  It  w^^s  a  fight  from  the  very  begin- 
ning to  make  the  world  understand 
that  this  work  was  no  woman'.s  fad, 
but  the  discovery  of  a  new  and  beauti- 
ful charity. 

A  suitable  combined  home,  nursery, 
hospital  and  kindergarten  f^r  the 
children  and  a  law  for  their  main- 
tenance were  Mrs.  Alden's  aims.  She 
contends  that  a  blind  child  should 
have  special  care  from  the  minute  it 
is  blinded,  and  as  it  grows  to  kinder- 
ten  age  it  must  be  educated.  An  ap- 
peal was  next  made  to  the  Board  of 
Education  to  have  the  Home  made 
a  public  kindergarten,  a  school  w|yre 
the  teacher  would  come  to  the  chil- 
dren, a  school  to  which  little  blind 
children  could  come  whether  their 
parents  were  rich  or  poor;  for  the 
blind  children  of  the  well-to-da  need 
special  care  just  the  same  as  the  chil- 
Idren  of  the  poor.  To  establish  this 
school  was  not  easy.  Her  application 
was  refused  repeatedly. 

There  was  no  law  that  deprived  a. 
child  of  an  education  because  it  was 
blind.  Still  the  Board  of  Education 
looked  upon  Mrs.  Aldens  request  as 
a  fad,  for  the  members  had  never  seen 
a  blind  baby.  She  Invited  the  members 
to  the  little  Home  where  she  met  all 
the  requirements  that  would  consti- 
tute a  public  kindergarten.  True,  these 
first  children  were  the  ones  that  the 
city  had  thro\\Ti  away  as  not  worth 
saving,  but  the  children  were  there, 
and  they  were  not  feeble-minded. 
Then  why  should  they  not  be  educated 
as  seeing  children?  The  little  family 
grew,  the  Home  was  visited,  and  the 
school  is  now  a  public  one. 

From  house  to  house  they  moved 
until  finally  the  beautiful  Home  in 
Dyker  Heights.  Brooklyn,  was  secured.' 


The  bill  was  pending  which  would 
provide  for  these  children,  but  the 
property  was  heavily  mortgag-cd  and 
unpaid  house  bills  stared  Mrs.  Alden 
in  the  face.  Though  she  had  received 
every  possible  courtesy  at  the  hands 
of  the  city  officials,  once  they  under- 
stood the  need— and  they  stretched 
to  the  utmost  every  point  of  law  for 
her  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  babies 
— the  expense  of  running  the  Home 
was  $500  a  month.  How  was  she  going 
to  hold  out?  There  was  no  income 
except  as  she  appealed  for  It  privately 
and  through  the  press.  Then  conie  the 
moment  of  temptation. 

It  took  more  than  ordinary  courage 
to  decline  an  offered  salary  of  5  5200 
a  year,  rather  than  give  up  tho  fight 
she  was  making  to  save  these  blind 
babies.  She  saw  that  she  could  not  do 
her  journalistic  work  and  loolc  after 
these  children  too.  "Why  not  t;lve  it 
all  up  and  let  them  go  back  to  the 
Island?"  she  thought.  "I  can't  make 
the  world  understand  that  it  is  doing 
everything'  eLse  but  taking  care  of  the 
most  helpless  of  all  human  beings- 
blind  babies!"  She  was  at  her  desk  at 
home,  and  ready  to  sign  the  letter 
that  would  have  closed  the  Home  and 
allow  her  to  continue  her  work  ajs  a 
journalist,  when  merry  ^'ojces  nnd  the 
patter  of  feet  were  heard  outside.  Six 
of  the  children  bounded  into  the  room 
and  tried  to  hug  her  at  once.  The 
nurse  had  brought  them  over,  for  the 
first  time,  to  visit  her.  That  settled  it. 
Mrs.  Alden  crumpled  the  sheet  of 
paper  in  her  hand  and  slid  it  Into  the 
waste-basket.  She  says  it  was  the 
nearest  she  ever  came  to  showing  the 
white  feather,  and  all  because  she  was 
tired. 

In  order  to  establish  the  institution 
Mrs.  Alden  raised  almost  $100,000.  but 
as  she  had  no  other  interest  at  heart 
than  the  good  of  those  children  she 
won  her  cause.  The  la^/  went 
through  at  Albany  without  one  oppos- 
ing vote.  It  provides  for  the  main- 
tenance of  blind  children  in  the  Inter- 
national Sunshine  Home  for  the  Blind 
at  the  ratt  of  a  dollar  a  daj".  She 
hopes  that  such  a  law  may  be  passed 

iiwiMii^iMllSlSteiiSiriiiliVSMyi^^""' 


Haw-  t^o-rk-,   -VIM..  f..>cw'uv^,g:    S 


Dc^tohe^r    %W  .  I  ^  I  1L  . 


BLIND  BABIES  HOLD 
/^^  RECEPTION  AT  THE 
\  ARMORY  EXHIBITION 

Some  of  Them  Are  Looking  for  Borrowed  Mothers- 
All  Are  Happy  and  Unafraid. 


The   little  blind  babies   of  the   Inter- 
national Sunshine  Society  held  a  recep- 
rtion  yesterday  in  the  society's  booth  ap 
I  the   Pure   Food   and    Domestic    Science  j 
:Exposition  In  the  71st  Regiment  armory 
I  at     Park     avenue     and     Thirty-fourth 
j  street,   and  seemed   to  enjoy   the  show 
las   well   as   if   they   could   see   it.     Mrs. 
Theodore    P.    Seward,    the    president    of 
I  that  branch  of  the  society's  work,  was  I 
i  there  to  tell  of  it  and  its  progress  and,' 
meeds,     and     Mrs.     Cynthia     Westover ' 
I  Alden,  the  president-general  of  the  as- 
'Sociation,     exhibited    photographs     and 
calleid   the   attention   of  visitors  to   the 
handiwork    of   the   little   blind   children 
at  the  home  in  Summit,  N.  .!.,  and  of- 
fered as  evidence  of  the  effect  of  pure 
food     the    healthy,    happy    little    people, 
brought  over  from  the  home  by  the  at- 
tending nurses. 

She  said  they  now  had  forty-five  little 

blind  children  at  the  home,  and  a  walt- 

'ing  list  of  100,  so  that  as  fast  as  a  child 

[was  graduated  from   there  to  Its  home 

or   to   an   Institution    the   vacant   place 

was  filled  at  once.     The  etory  of  tbeae 

little  unfortunates  is  not  the  kind  to  fill 

i  one  with  good  cheer,  but  the  good  work 

I  done    for    them    is,   and    they    are    each 

"mothered"  Individually  by  some  woman 

who  Is  a  member  of  the  society.     Mrs. 

Alden  said  that  some  very  rich  women 

in    this    city    mother    the    blind    babies, 

I  but  that  riches  was  not  a  requisite,  for 

[if  you  just   went   once   In  a  while  and 

lield  your  baby,  your  adopted  baby,   on 

your  lap  for   a   few  minutes,   and   then 

sent   it   little   inexpensive   gifts   once   \r^ 

awhile,    it    meant    a    great    deal    to    the 

I  baby.     Miss    Rose    Greenhut    Is    one    of 

(the    Sunshine    mothers,    and    so   is    Miss 

I  Isabel  Daniels.     Several  school  teachexa. 


are  claimants  to  the  honor,  and  a  num- 
ber of  out-of-town  women  belong  to  the 
circle. 

"While  the  State  pays  a  dollar  a  day 
for  the  support  of  each  child,"  said  Mrs. 
Seward,  "that  hardly  meets  the  require- 
ments In  the  way  of  clothing.  Sunshine 
mothers  contribute  aprons,  or  bank 
checks,  or  shoes  and  stockings,  or  hats, 
or  anything  which  they  think  would  be 
useful  to  their  foster-children.  Even 
a  hair-ribbon  for  a  little  g"irl,  or  a 
necktie'  for  a  little  boy,  is  cherished, 
especially  when  it  comes  from  a  foster- 
mother.  All  women 'Who  have  nothing 
to  do,"  concluded  Mrs.  Seward,  "can 
fmd  something  Interesting,  if  they  will 
write  to  the  Arthur  Home  at  Summit, 
X.  J." 

No  State  in  the  Union  had  a  place  to 
put  the  blind  babies  up  to  three  years 
ago,  when  the  International  Sunshine 
Society  took  up  the  work.  Now  there 
are  homes  in  other  States  under  the 
auspices  of  the  society,  and  Arizona  has 
placed  itself  on  the  list  tributary  to  the 
Arthur  Home  in  Summit.  T^ast  month 
two  little  blind  infants  were  sent  here 
from  Phoenix.  Ariz.,  that  State  appro- 
priating $365  a  year  for  the  support  of 
each. 

"We  only  received  60  cents  a  day  for 
each  child  from  New  York  State  at 
first,"  said  Mrs.  Alden,  "but  last  March 
our  Legislature  appropriated  the  needed 
$1  for  each  child,  realizing  that  no  other 
institution  offered  what  the  Sunshine 
Society  had  already  organized.  One  of 
our  graduates,  little  Annie  Warshauer, 
who  now  attends  Public  School  127  in 
Brooklyn,  won  the  gold  medal  over 
2,000  competitors  last  summer.  Besides 
our  private  contributions  we  receive  an 
appropriation  from  our  own  State,  from 
New  Jersey  and  from  Arizona." 

It  seems  that  the  mother  of  a  blind 
Infant  is  not  always  the  wisest  care- 
taker for  her  child,  since  she  does  not 
understand  proper  methods  in  bringing 
it  out,  so  that  it  does  not  even  develop 
physicially.  The  mother  is  filled  with 
fear  that  something  will  happen  to  the 
little  helpless  creature,  so  In  conse- 
quence its  legs  are  unemployed.  It  is 
rather  a  dreadful  story.  But  now  the 
Edison  Moving  Picture  Company  has 
taken  pictures  of  the  Sunshine  work 
with  these  little  unfortunates,  and  it  is 
«aid  that  the  prospects  will  soon  be  bet- 
ter, since  the  people  concerned  will  be 
more  intelligent.  All  these  things  are 
being  explained  this  week  at  the  armory 
during  the  Domestic  Science  and  Pure 
Food  Show. 


There   is    a    little    cherub    of   a   bllri(f 
girl  named  Edith,  whose  picture  is  given 
here,  who  is  one  of  the  reception  com- 
mittee.     She    is    looking   for   some    one 
to  "mother"  her.     And  there  Is  a  little 


Little  Edith,  a    Blind   Baby 
Who  Needs  a  Mother 


boy  named  Arthur  Valentine  Lyndhurst 
who  is  progressing  finely.  His  name  is 
expected  to  do  something  for  him  later 
on,  since  he  is  named  first  for  the 
Arthur  Home,  Valentine  for  the  day  of 
his  arrival  and  Lyndhurst  for  the  town 
near  where  he  was  rescued,  a  pitiful 
waif. 

After  hearing  about  the  little  blinrl 
children,  most  of  whom  are  under  4. 
everybody  who  goes  to  the  food 
show  buys  a  box  of  candy  which  ban 
been  made  by  the  nurses  and  beautifully 
tied  up  with  ribbon  by  the  little  blind 
children,  the  proceeds  to  go  to  the  homo. 
There  are  also  ratna  baskets  and  speci- 
mens of  clay  modelling,  and  even  bil.^- 
of  needlework  made  by  children  whn 
live  in  darkness,  but  who  have  smilini.' 
faces  and  are  not  afraid. 
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Money  Is  Needed  to 

Educate  Blind  Children. 


One  of  the  things  which  Mrs.  Cynthia 

Westover  Alden  of  New  York  City,  pares - 
ident-general   of  the  Inter  national  Biin- 
vShine    Society,    talked   about!  durinjr  h«r  | 
I  recent   trip  to  Maine  wus  the  work  for 
f^blind  babies.  j  i 

^  She  not  only  talked  about  blmd  babies 
ibut  she  got  in  touch  with  thd  parents  of 
■'several  thus  afflicted  chiM.i'eti  and  she 
learned  of  two  or  three  n^ore  cases,  ' 
ijwhich  are  being  investigated!  at  her  re- 
Lquest.  Her  sole  aim  in  this!  matter  is 
|to  help  babies  who  ore  shut  out  frona 
f^aylight. 

Thru  her  personal  interest  and  the 
help  of  other  Sunshine  workigrs,  an  ef-i 
fort  is  being  made  to  plajoe  a  little  six- 
years-old  blind  girl,  who  hag  been  re- , 
fused  at  Perkins  Institute,  'Boston,  in 
"the  Arthur  Home,  at  Summit,  n.  J.,  the 
home  which  Mrs.  Alden  foundUd.  I 

:  But,,  this  is  another  story  .^However, 
Considering  the  interest  which  is  being 
awakened  in  the  blind  baby  question, 
the  foliqwing  .article  on  '.'T\rhy  Money  is 
JsJeeded.  to  Educate  Blind  Children," 
'written  by  the  chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive board  of  the  Arthur  Home,  may  be 
reaxi  with  interest: 

1  The  International  Sunshine  Society,  a 
membershii)  corporation  incorporated 
sunder  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New 
(York  in  1900,  began  doing  the  small 
[things  of  life  with  the  object  simply  to 
.'incite  its  members  to  the  performance 
of  kind  and  helpful  deeds.  The  aim  "was 
to  "Do  the  thing  that  is  needed  when  it 
is  needed,  whether  the  thing  is  a  little 
or  a  large  one."  This  is  the  very  fruit- 
age of  philanthropy. 

Among  the  hundreds  of  things  there- 
fore presented  to  the  society  in  after 
years,  came  that  of  taking  care  of  blind , 
babies.  ' 

We  were  surprised  to  learn  that  i^ 
the  whole  United  States  there  was  no 
provision  for  blind  children  from  baby- 
hood up  to  school  age,  most  all  the  insti- 
tutions not  taking  them  until  eight 
years  old. 

We  also  discovered  another  thing— 
that     the     children      of    the    poor    scl- 


dom  live  to  be  eigrht  yeaxs  old  without 

becoming:      feeble-minded     and     idiotic. 

Few  of  the  very  poor  children  live  to  be 

that  age  at  all,  for  the  light  hunger  is 

so   much  greater  in   a  blind   child   than 

the  hunger     for     food,     that     the     little 

i  fingers  do  not  stop  at  the  mouth  as  in 

ahe    seeing    children    who     suck      their 

thumbs,  but  they  pass    right    by  to  the 

.eyes  and  there  they  rub  and     dig,     and 

I,  dig,  and  poke  their  fingers  in  up  to  the 

,  knuckles    at  times,     therefore    generally 

rinjuring  the  eyes  and   blood  poison  sets 

jin  and  the  little  one     dies.      The  world. 

■thoughtlessly,    says,     "Well,    perhaps   U 

I  Was  better  for  it  that     it     didn't     live." 

'Never  realizing  the  fact  that  if  the  child 

I  had  had  proper  attention  it  would  have 

lived    and    grown     up    like    any    other, 

bright  and  beautiful  both  physically  and 

mentally. 

Discovering  that  there  weane  institu- 
tions all  over  this  beautiful  country  for 
animals  of  all  kinds — for  everything,  in 
fact,  in  the  way  of  protection  but  for 
the  helpl^s  of  all  human  beings,  blind 
babies,  we  kept  the  first  child  brought 
to  us  and  gave  it  into  th»  care  of  a 
nurse  and  sent  out  calls  for  help  to  open 
a  nursery  until  we  could  see  v/hat  could 
be  done. 

It  is  .1  long  story.  We  found  no  rieoord 
I  anywhere  of  small  blind  children— blind 
i  babies  a©  we  call  them.  In  viMting  the 
department  of  feeble-minded,  and  the 
iiistitution  where  these  little  ones  are 
&ent,  we  discovered  the  blind  child.  In 
many  cases  the  nurses  did  not  know 
they  were  blind.  Some  of  the  rfiildren 
had  beautiful  eyes,  others  were  digging 
their  eyes  and  mutilatrttg'  them  so  that 
the  nurses  simrply  thought  of  them  as 
extraordinarily   idiotic. 

The  city  oflSciaJs  helped  hi  every  -way 
I«ossible.  We  borrowed  the  children  for 
a  while  to  see  if  anything  could  be  done 
with  them,  and  finally  we  got  a  bill  thru 
at  Albany  permitting  the  city  to  pay  us 
H  dollar  a  day  for  each  child  com.n>ittfed 
4.0  our  care.  Of  course  this  bill  is  not 
mandatory.  The  board  of  estimate,  not 
understanding  the  great  care  these  chU- 
drcn  are  a,nd  the  need  of  the  best  nurses 
and  teachers,  naturally  thought  that  60 
cents  a  day  a  big  amount  to  pay,  and 
we  were  glad  indeed  to  gett  that  much 
help.  Only  this  year  have  we  succeeded 
in  getting  the  dollar. 

We  took  all  of  these  supposedly  blind 
idiots  and  put  them  in  charge  orf  gradu- 
ate nurses  for  hospital  care,  gradoate 
kindcrgartners  for  mental  training,  and 
the  best  trained  nurses  and  helpers  that 
we  could  secure.  This  cost  a  lot  of 
money.  We  have  fought  hard  and  long 
to  prove  to  the  world  that  to  educate 
the  blind  properly  one  must  be^nn  with 
them  when  babie.s  and  not  wait  until 
they  are  eight  years  old.  When  th« 
brains  have  been  eight  years  lying  un- 
developed    and  all   parts  of  their     body 
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left  untrained,  It  is  impossible  for  »1 
child  to  overcome  the  peculiarities  artd 
awkwardnees  that  it  has  fallen  into 
during  the  eight  years  of  its  mental 
darkness. 

"We  liave  already  grraduated  many  of 
these  children  from  our  kindergarten  to 
the  New  York  Institution  for  the  Blind 
on  34tli  street.  New  York  City,  some  of 
them  at  the  head  of  their  classes.  Twen- 
ty-five little  ones  who  had  been  virtually 
thrown  away  by  the  world  as  not  worth 
saving  are  now  considered  exceptionally 
bright.  Only  one  little  fellow  failed  to 
respond  to  our  care.  I  attribute  his  con- 
dition to  the  fact  that  he  us  .o  butt 
his  head  against  the  wall  hoars  at  a 
lime  when  in  the  idiot  department,  and 
being  a  baby  his  head  was  tender  and 
pliable  and  it  is  now  out  of  shape."   , 

While  he  is  gentle  and  does  some 
bright  things,  we  have  despaired  of  his 
e\'er  being  other  than  feeble-minded; 
even  the  pain  that  he  felt  while  bump- 
ing his  head  against  the  wall,  was  a 
pleasure  to  him  and  he  would,  if  allow- 
jtd,  content  himself  this  way  for  hours 
"because  of  the  comfort  he  felt  in  just 
doing  it.  He  beat  his  heel  on  the  ground 
iihtilTt  was  all  bruises.  The  nurse  who 
had  him  in  charge  thought  because  of 
his  actions  that  he  was  an  idiot.  His 
brain  was  only  trying  to  live,  and  the 
little  soul  was  simply  struggling  to  "find 
iltself." 

'  We  have  therefore  demonstrated  to 
our  perfect  satisfaction  that  to  educate 
the  blind,  they  must  be  sent  as  early  as 
possible  to  an  institution  that  is  a  nur- 
sery, hospital,  kindergarten  and  home 
combined,  and  the  baby  must  be  spe- 
cially cared  for  from  the  moment  of  its 
"blindness. 

"Mother  Ijove"  often  an  Enemy. 
h  The  older  children  that  we  took  from 
the  department  of  feeble-minded,  when 
once  aroused  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
receiving  care  and  tender  love,  learned 
so  fast  and  go  rapidly,  and  they  worked 
with  such  enthusiasm  on  anything  given 
them,  that  if  allowed  to  continue  of 
their  own  accord,  they  would  work  in 
their  play  and  study  until  they  \N'Ould 
jfaJl  from  exhaustion.  We  took  the  lit- 
kle  ones  that  were  emaciated,  half  skel- 
Iptons,  some  covered  with  the  itch,  chil- 
nren  at  the  age  of  six  years  that  didn't 
^pow  how  to  walk  nor  talk,  all  wearing 
idiapers,  and  put  them  first  into  the  care 
bf  a  hospital  nurse. 

^  They  would  not  eat  solid  food,  being 
afraid.  The  mothers  or  relatives  with 
whom  they  liA-ed,  not  knowing  how  to 
hajidle  them,  would  let  them  sit  hunch- 
ed up  any  way  so  long  as  they  were 
quiet  until  they  became  deformed,  in 
one  case  the  limbs,  paralyzed.  AH  of 
these  children,  but  for  Sunshine,  would 
have  gTov/n  up     into     dependent     adult 


^■■The  child  !ft  tft^*^trtisMiTie  M6M&  » 
really  in  school  from  the  time  it  wakes 
up  until  it.  goes  to  bed,  for  it  is  taught 
by  its  nurses,  it  is  taught  by  the  house- 
QTQthcr,  it  is  taught  by  the  kindergarten 
-teacher,  and  is  then  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  hospital  nurse  who  in  turn 
teaches  it  something  as  she  can  give  it 
her  special  care. 

If  we  can  take  these  children  that 
hav^,  as  I  have  expressed  it,  been  vir- 
tually throve' n.-  away  by  the  city  as  not 
worth  saving,  and  prove  that  they  are 
dear,  bright,  lovely  children,  what  can 
■we  not  do  with  the  little  ones  who  have 
had  some  care  and  are  seemingly  not 
altogether  feeble-minded. 

Wc  believe  in  the  cottage  plan,  each 
cottage  being  a  home,  nursery,  hospital 
and  kindergarten  combined.  Since  look- 
ing ahout  I'or  blind  babies,  we  have 
conie  axToss  a  number  of  blind  children 
of  the- wealthy.  The  well-tordo  should 
sesnA  iiieir  children  to  us,  and  pay  for 
their  care. - 

The  "mother  love"  ofttimes  is  the 
greatest  possible  enemy  a  blind  child 
can  have.  The  mother  protects  and 
shields  the  child,  not  understandint? 
that  in  its  total  darkness  it  must  b^ 
helped  to  reach  out,  instead  of  being 
helped  to  withdraw  more. into  itself.  It 
must  be  taught  to  eat  solid  food.  It 
must  be  given  dancing  lessons,  music 
lessons,  singing  lesson.s,  to  make  it  fear- 
less, sunny  and  graceful. 

"If  you  could  see  to-day  cur  children, 
dancing  about  the  schooJroom  incouples, 
first  the  waltz,  then  the  two-step,  then 
the  polka,  and  finally  winding  up  with 
a  glorious  and  jolly  barn  dance,  no  ap- 
pearance whatever  in  any  of  this  of 
blindness,  we  would  have  no  trouble  to 
get  money  to  take  in  all  of  the  blind 
children  that  are  now  stretching  out 
their  little  arms  for  help.  The  only  diffi- 
culty is  to  make  the  world  understand 
That  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that 
because  a  child  is  blind  it  is  an  idiot. 
BcHpause  the  World  Di<i  Not  Know. 
Wnhouieeeins  the  school,  witnessing 
the  daily  progress,  feeling  the  arms  of 
these  blind  children  around  your  neck 
and  hearing  the  prattle  of  their  cheerful 
\'oices,  no  one  can  quite  understand  the 
present  need. 

Our  institutions  are  demonstrations  of 
what  can  be  done  for  them,  and  a  visit^ 
there  will  instantaneously  verify  all  ww 
claim.  i 

Good  comes  out  of  everything.  This 
was  demonstrated  when  the  Board  of 
I'^duciition  was  asked  to  make  our  kin- 
dergarten a  Tiubllc  school.  We  flnaHy 
won' In.'having  it  made  a  public  school, 
but  it  >  as  with  much  opposition.  Some 
of  the  board  felt  that  it  was  only  a  ia.db 


If  they  had  visited  the  homu  they  \voul(* 
have  seen  the  necessity  of  the^e  iShil-^ 
dren  being  with  nurses  as  well  as  with; 
teachers— in  faot,  they  would  have  "n-j 
derstood  that  none  of  our  children  could 
go  to  the  public  school  for  they  cannot 
yet  take  care  of  themselves  bodily,  aH 
tho  they  are  learning  fast  under  thel 
special  training. 

The  board  voted  that  five  public, 
schools  should  be  opened  lor  the  train-! 
ing  of  blind  children.  These  schools  were, 
opened  Oct.  4th,  1909.  The  blind  vhUdtriU 
that  appeared  there  before  them  will' 
benelit  by  th;.5  movement,  but  again  it 
does  not  reach  the  children  that  our  so- 
ciety is  begging  the  world  to  help. 

It  is  diflncult  for  a  stranger  to  thej 
work  to  understand.  It  toolc  us  over  *i 
year  to  awaken  the  brain  of  one  little^ 
girl  who  came  from  Chicago.  It  was  ai 
year  before  she  learned  to  close  herj 
hand  on  a  plaything  and  then  it  took 
nearly  six  montlis  longer  to  make  her 
voluntarily  open  her  hand  and  drop  the 
plaything;  but  when  lier  brain  did  seem 
to  understand  what  the  nurses  had  been 
over  a  year  trying  to  teach  her,  it  work- 
ed so  hard  that  as  I  have  said,  the  child  i 
grew  exhausted  in  her  play.  When  she 
learned  to  take  her  first  steps  (altho  she 
was  eight  years  old  w^hen  brought  to 
us)  she  wanted  to  walk  all  the  time. 
Her  progress  was  marked,  as  is  that  of 
all  the  children  when  the  brain  once 
tiwakens.  Another  child  .slept  like  a 
kitten  for  a  year,  ci^iddled  up  on  a  chair. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  after  constant 
dailj^  care,  she  suddenly  aroused  and  i.-a 
now  one  of  the  brig-htest  in  tlie  schooL 
;,  There  will  not  be  so  many  adult  blind 
Un  the  world  looking  to  the  states  for 
.support  twenty  years  from  now  if  we 
are  allowed  to  give  proper  care  to  the 
blind  babies  of  to-day.  | 

We  have  had  two  little  ones  in  our  i 
home  who  will  be  just  like  these  older  , 
Jcripples  when  they  grow.  up.  They  have  j 
[been  neglected  already  too  long— their  | 
-backs  are  bent  and  their  legs  twnsted. 

We  can't  save  them,  but  we  can  save 
the  hundreds  and  hundreds  that  will  yet 
come  into  the  world  in  spite  of  all  the 
care  to  prevent  blindness. 

This  is  written  in  hopes  that  some  one 
will  read  and  want  to  hear  more  about 
educating  the  helpless  blind — the  little 
folks  who  up  to  the  present  time  have 
been  neglected  because  the  world  did 
not  know. 
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ObNCERT  FOR  BLIND  BABIES. 

It  Will  Be  Given  to  Raise  Funds  for 
Sunshine  Home.  ! 

In  order  Lo  raise  a  portion  of  the  funds, , 
it  Is  asserted,  the  Dyker  Heights  Sun-  | 
shine  Home  for  Blind  Babies  is  in  urgent 
need  of  at  the  present  time,  a  beneflr 
concert  for  the  institution  will  be  given 
on  Thursday  night  at  the  Academy  of 
Music.  The  management  of  the  home 
states  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  $7,000 
for  the  maintenance  and  proper  care  of 
the  children.  Contributions  have  fallen 
off.  It  is  said,  and  the  higher  cost  of 
living  has  added  to  the  burden. 

The  concert  has  been  arranged  through 
the  co-operatio^ 'of  the  Brooklyn  Con- 
servatory of  Music.  A  number  of  artists 
have  been  secured  and  a  notable  pro- 
gramme  is   promised. 

•ihc  Home  fcr  B.ind  Babies  is  main- 
tained to  educate  them  so  that  they 
may  become  useful  citizens.  It  is  under 
the  management  ot  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society. 


By-qoK.^.v^^v.  "Kt.^.,CLt:L 
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^CCncert  for  BLMLPAeiEsT 

It  is  necc.s.sai-j-  t^  raiso  ?7,0(X>  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Dyker  Heights  Sunshine 
Home  for  Blind  Bnbies,  for  the  main- 
tenance and  proper  care  of  the  children. 
The  falling  off  of  contributions  and  the 
high  co.«5t  of  living  make  this  essential. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Conservatory  of  Mujaic,  Franklin  ave- 
nue and  Lefifprts  place,  a  special  concert 
jWill  be  given  nt  the  Academv  of  Music 
on  Thursday  evening  to  assist  in  raisin<» 
n  portion  of  teh  sum  requirc-i.  " 

The  home  is  well  known  for  its  splendid 
care,  careful  training  and  thorough  edu- 
cation of  blind  cbildrea. 


BEI^FIT  FOR  BLIND  BABIES/ 

Brooklyn  Conservatory  of  1\f1uslc  Will 
Give  a   Concert. 

Through  the  generous  oo-operatlon  of 
the  faculty  of  the  Brookljn  Conservatory 
of  Music  a  concert  will  bo  given  next 
Thursday  evening  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Dyker  Heights  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  at  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Musio 
in  Lafayette  Avenue.  The  home  is  main-, 
tained  by  the  International  Sunshine  As- 
sociation. It  is  estimated  that  at  least 
57,000  must  be  raised  in  order  to  pro- 
vide adequate  care,  training  and  educa-- 
I  lion  for  the  children  in  the  home. 
I  Mrs.  Mary  Seward,  President  of  the 
iinstitution.  is  authority  for  the  statement 
Ithat  the  present  high  cost  of  living  has 
ippled  the  resources  of  the  home,  and 
is  hoped  that  the  concert  next  Thurs- 
j,y  will  provide  sufficient  funds  to  sup- 
fv  the  immediate  wants  of  the  children, 
tickets  may  be  obtained  by  forwarding 
to  the  Brooklyn  Conservatory  of  Music 
may  be  purchased  at  the  box  office 
the  Academy  of  Music  on  the  night  of 
le  concert.  _, j 
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PaOFIM  CONCERT 

Musicians  Give  Fine  Perform- 
ance at  Academy  to  Help 
Institution^ 


The  faculty  of  the  Brooklyn  Con- 
servatory ^f  Music  gave  a  concert 
last  evening  at  the  Academy  of  Music 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Dyker  Helghtt 
Home  for  Blind  Babies.  The  con- 
cert netted  enough,  however,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  immediate  needs  of  the 
children. 


^The  conservatorj-  instructors  who 
ff.ppfrared  as  soloists  showt^d  th6y* 
were  worthy  of  the  respect  of  thft^' 
musical  public.  Their  work  was-' 
artistic.  They  were  assisted  by  thd 
conservatory  orchestral  class  and  by 
the  choir  of  the  Clinton  Avenue  Con- 
gregational Church. 

The  orchestra  opened  the  concert 
with  Ambroise  Thomas'  overture, 
"Raymond."  Adolpb  Whitelaw.  ,tho. 
president  of  the  conservatory,  con- 
ducted the  stuaents.  Their  work  was 
excellent. 

Bernard  Urdang-,  violoncellist,  play- 
ed Saint-Saens'  familiar  "Swan"  and 
Popper's  "Tarentella."  Mrs.  Grace 
Jackson  Jones  sang  the  "Ave  Maria" 
from  Brusch's  "Crown  of  Fire."  Ir- 
win T.  Hassell,  pianist,  played  Liszt's 
"Etude  in  D  I'Tat"  and  King's  "Hu- 
moresque."  Mr.  Whitelavv-  followed 
with  a  brilliant  bravura  piece--Hu- 
bay-Sarasate's  "Scene  de  la  Czardas," 
and  the  first  nart  of  the  programme 
ended  with  the  singing  of  Elizabeth's 
aria  from  Tannhauser,  "Pich  Theure 
Halle.- 

At  this  point  moving  pictures  illus-. 
trating  scenes  at  the  Dyker.  Heightf^- 
Home  were  displayed.  ,  -^ 

Th^  orchestra  played  two  of  Brahis* 
"Huftgarian  Dances,"  and  the  Con- 
gregational Church  choir  sang  Ja- 
cobLon's  "Salutation,"  Pinsuti's  "Th^ 
Sea  Hath  Its  Pearls,"  and  Hen- 
Echel's  "Morning  Hymn."  The  choir 
nas  under  the  directioh  of  Herbert  S. 
Sammond.  He  also  played  two  organ 
solos— "Processional  March, "i  by  Rod- 
gers.  and  "Chanson  de  Jole."  by  Hail- 
ing. Three  tenor  solos — Leni's  "Birth 
of  Dawn,"  MacFayden's  "Inter  Nous" 
and  Hammond's  "I  Love  Thee"-^were 
sung  bv  Lloyd  Rand,  and  Percy  Col- 
son  played  two  violin  selections— 
Kreisler's-"Vienna  Wa'.tz"  and  a  piece 
of  his  own  composition  called  "Chan- 
son d'Automme.' 


Bt^  oK^lx^-^n,  ,   VU. 


x<>n>,  ru.  v|..  Cut 


U  TLevu 


VOR  BLIND  BABJFS'  HOiVlE. 


Largely  Attended  Concert  Given  at 
Academy  of  MueIc. 

A  concert  was  given  last  night  at  the 
Academy  of  Music  for  the  benefit  of  the* 
Blind  Babies'  Home.  Dyker  Heibhts,  an 
institution  supported  by  the  International 
Sunshine  Society.  The  heuvy  downpouF 
of  rain  during  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  affected  the  attendance  some- 
what, but  not  to  a  large  extent,  and  it 
certainly  did  not  damper  the  enthusiasm 
of   musicians   or  the  audience. 

Those  who  attended  were  amply 
rewardeil  with  a  musical  treat,  consisting 
of  classical,  vocnl,  orchestral,  violin, 
piano,  organ  and  orchestral  selections 
rendered  in  splendid  styk^  by  compeleni 
artists.  The  tine  work  of  the  performers 
was  readily  recognized  by  tbe  audience, 
which  warmly  applauded  their  efforts  and 
called   the    players    b«ck    again. 

An  interesting  feature  wag  last  on  the 
programme.  It  consisted  of  motion  pic- 
tures illustrating  life  at  the  Blind 
Babies'  Home.  It  was  verj-  pathetic  and 
appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  the 
audience.  Director  Adolf  SVhitelaw  fol- 
Inved  tliis  up  with  a  short  address,  in 
Avhich  he  made  a  fetroiig  appeal  for  tinan- 
cial  help  for  the  home.  As  the  audience 
filed  its  way  a  liberal  response  was  made 
by  donations  handed  to  young  women 
collectors. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  the  Dyk(jr 
Heights  Home  for  Blind  Babies  are: 
President,  Mi-s.  Theod.re  F.  . Seward; 
vice-president,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover! 
Alden;  secretary,  Mrs.  N.  E.  C.  Furman; 
treasurer.  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Campbell;  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Anderson,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Bardwell. 
Mrs.  J.  Ashmead,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lawrence, 
Mrs.  Benjamin  I'erkins. 
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CONCERT  FOR  BLiWlTlffABIES. 


Excellent  Entertainment  Given  at  the 
Academy  of  Music. 

The^ijbncert  for  the  benefit  of  the  Blind 
BabieaTllome,  given  last  night  at  the 
Academy  at  Music,  was  one  of  artistic 
worth  and  social  prominence.  A  large 
and  distinguished  audience  was  present. 
The  artists  were  prominent  and  the  pro- 
gramme was  rich  and  varied.  The  or- 
chestra of  the  Brooklyn  Conservatory  of 
Music  opened  the  programme  by  playing 
the  favorite  Raymond  Overture,  and  it 
also  began  the  second  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme by  giving  the  Brahms  Hungarian 
Dances,  which  it  performed  well,  show- 
ing excellent  technique  and  style.  Adolph 
Whitelaw  is  the  leader.  Herbert  S.  Sam- 
mond,  organist  of  Clinton  Avenue  Con- 
gregational Church,  led  his  choir  in  a 
"Salutation,"  by  Jacobson,  and  later  the 
choir  gave  "The  Sea  Hath  Its  J'earls," 
by  Pinsuti,  and  Heuschel's  "Morning 
Hymn,"  singing  with  full,  rich  tone  and 
much  spirit.  Mr.  Sammond  played  a  Pro- 
cessional March,  by  Rodgers,  and  the 
"Chanson  de  Joie,"  by  Hailing,  giving  it 
in  a  masterly  manner. 

The  soprano  soloist,  Miss  Margareite 
Rockhill,  sang  very  effectively  "Dich 
Theure  Halle,"  from  Tannhaeuser,  and 
the  tenor  soloist,  Lloyd  Rand,  gave  a 
group  of  three  songs  delightfully,  "The 
Birth  of  Dawn,"  by  Leoni;  "Inter  Nos," 
by  MacFayden,  and  "I  Love  Thee,'  by 
Hammond.  Bernard  Urdang,  'cellist, 
played  "The  Swan,"  by  Saint-Saens,  and 
a  Tarantella,  by  Popper,  with  much  at- 
tractiveness, and  Irwin  R.  Hassell,  the 
pianist,  gave  for  his  solo  a  Liszt  Etude  in 
D  flat,  and  a  Humoresque,  by  King,  with 
virility  and  charm.  The  violinist,  Adoli^ 
Whitelaw,  played  a  "Scene  de  la  Czm- 
das,"  by  Hubay-Sarasate,  for  his  solo, 
and  Percy  Colson  gave  a  violin  number, 
"Chanson  d'Automme,"  by  Colson,  and 
"Two  Old  Vienna  Waltzes,"  by  Kreisler. 
Mrs.  Grace  Jones-Jackson,  soprano,  sang 
the  Bruch  "Ave  Maria"  well,  and  tha 
accompanists  were  Mme.  M.  Forster  Deyo, 
Miss  Ethel  Usher  and  Irwin  R.  Hassell, 
Motion  pictures,  scenes  from  the  Horn* 
of  the  Blind  Babies,  closed  the  pro« 
gramme. 
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eHBOlBlES 

Ht^rrP^of  International  Sunshine 

/  Society  Calls  State  Board's     I 

Charges  Ridiculous. 


SHE  PUT  EXPERTS  ON  BOOKS 


Believes  That   Examination   Will 
Disclose  Source  of 
.  Error. 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Westover  Alden  ye?- 
terday  seemed  to  be  more  worried 
about  the  fate  of  the  sixty-five  blind 
babies  that  are  being  cared  for  by 
the  International  Sunshine  Society 
than  she  was  over  the  charges  made 
agrainst  her. 

"The    charges,"    said    the    society's 
head,   "are  ridiculous.     The  officers  of 
the    society,    including    myself,    have 
never   received   a  penny   for   services. 
It  all  has   been  a  labor  of  love.     We 
'  have   given  our   time  and   our  energy 
';  to  establlsli  these  institutions.     \¥hen 
the   society   was  in   need   of   funds   we 
supplied     them.       I     have    at     various  [ 
i   times  given  from  my  own  money  more 
:    than    $25,000   to   tide   the   society   over  ! 
I  difficult    places.      Other    officers    have 
given  funds  also. 

">So  that  we  could  make  a  proper! 
accounting  to  the  State  Board  we 
had     Frank     Broadker,    dean     of     the 


Certified  Puffl^Jccoujtlianfs^nafce^RS 

examination.  He  found  the  errors  and^ 
traced  the  funds,  and  when  the  meet-'i 
ing-  was  called  we  had  Mr.  Broadker's"; 
duly      certified,      for, 


report       there, 
examination. 
"Instead     of 


lookin.i 


-t     that 


thei 
board  took  the  report  made  by  Suf-. 
fern  &  Son,  and  their  exanainatiox*. 
showed'  various  errors.  The  board  re-* 
fused  to  look  at  the  report  we  had! 
and  made  their  criticism  on  the  show- 
ing made  by  the  Suffern  exanjination.! 

"I  have  no  fear  of  any  investigation 
they  may  make.  My  actions  and  those 
of  my  associates  are  open  to  inspection 
by  anyone. 

"My  great  fear  now  is  that  we  hav^ 
incurred  the  enmity  of  tiie  State  Bqard»; 
aiid.  that  they  may  refuse  to  give  us] 
the  extended  powers  we  require.  What, 
then  would  become  of  the  poor  blind; 
babies  in  our  criarge?  Their  welfare  is 
my  only   anxiety."  ,^ 
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A  baby  born  blind  presents  a  strange-' 
ly  pitiful  problem.  It  has  a  soul.  It 
has  a.  mind  that  conditions-  combine  to 
fe*tunt.  It  hae  physical  organs  that  need 
to  l>e  kept  in  normal  operation.  The' 
eye,  thru  which  babyhood  receives,  cam-": 
monly  perhaps-  nine-tenths  of  the  im-« 
pressions  that  mean  the  earliest  "edu-- 
cation,''  is  lacking.  The  babv  in  ica 
first  year  works  harder  than  at  anyi 
other  time  in  life,  getting  a  grip  on- 
vital  things.  Tennyson's  lines  empha- 
size this: 
"The   baby,  new   to   earth  and  sky. 

What      time      his      infant      hands     are 
pressed 

Against  the  circle  of  the   breast 
Has  never  thought  that  this  is  "I." 

:?at,  as  he  grows  he  gathers  much. 
And    learns    the   use   of   "I"   and   "me,"' 
And   finds   I  am  not   what  I  see 
And   other  than   the  things  I  touch. 

;  Now  the  blind  baby  has  to  come  to 
this  apprehension  of  the  ego  by  devious 
processe.s,  thru  touch,  hearing,  and  the 
sense  of  smell.  The  work  is  heavier. 
And    help    from    the    untrained    parent   is 

"not  to   be  expected. 

Until  the  International  Sunshine  so- 
ciety established  its  first  "Home  for 
Blind    Babies,"    such    infants    took    their 

;ehances  with  special  attendants  alway:j 
unscientific  and.  oft^n  unsympathetic/  if- 
the  parents  were  more  than  well-to-do 
people;    or    in    middle    class   homos,    were 

,fed  and  washed   and  pitied   by  affection-. 

Jite    mothers     whose     ideas     of    drawjng 

jout    the    mind    were    primitive    and    im-, 
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■possible;  oi-  i-n.  the  wape  earning-  class, 
tthey  were,  left  long-  hours  each  day, 
locked  in  rooms  or  even  tied  up,  to 
guard  against  accident,  while  the 
mother  earned  a  llving;or  if  foundlings, 
they  were  picked  up  and  classed  as- 
idiots   by   institutional   surroundings. 

Randall's  Island,  which  takes  all' 
'children  of  New  York  City  who  are 
■<jirect  dependents  on.  .public  charity, 
took  blind  babies  with  the  rest.  It  had 
no  place  to  put  them  save  with  the 
other  defectives.  In  all  the  United 
States  there  was  and  is  now,  so  far  as 
I  have  beerr  able  to  discover,  no  institu- 
tion of  this  kind  (home-nursery,  hos- 
pital and  kindergarten  combined)  tor 
Blind  Babies,  outside  of  the  Interna-' 
tional  Sunshine  society's  activities.  The 
state  institution  at  Batavia  keeps  them 
at  five  years,  if  they  are  bright  and  nor- 
mal outside  of  their  blindness  and  have 
been  taug-ht  to  care  for  themselves  in  a 
•measure.  The  age  limit  at  six  schools 
in  the  United  States  is  five  years,,  at  one 
it  is  twelve. 

Help  toward  mental  unfolding  and 
normal  physical  development  is  what 
the  blind  baby  needs,  rather  than  pity; 
and  pity  is  even  a  disadvantag-e,  in  that 
It  saps  the  self-respect  of  any  human 
Jjeing  to  be  pitied.  "Mother  love"  in  the 
home  tao.  often  shields  the  blind  child 
from  what  is  best  for  it.  The  little  legs 
are  unemployed,  for  fear  of  a  fall  down- 
stairs or  some  other  injury.  The  child 
is  fed  on  liquids  because  it  is  afraid  .of 
solids  in  the  mouth,  even  of  sugar 
lumps,  instead  of  being  encouraged  to 
chew  and  digest  what  is  strengthening. 
The  picking  at  the  eyes,  common  to  all 
bHnd  children — a  perilous  phase  of  the 
sight  lust,  probably  producing  a  sensa- 
tion like  the  "seeing  of  stars"  from  a 
fall — goes  on  without  check  in  the 
home.  The  mother  does  not  understand 
Khat  it  means  real  idiocy  or  death  if  not 
restrained. 

In  the  Dyker  Heights  Home  in  New 
York  the  little  body  is  nourished,  oilec, 
massaged,  while  the  mind  is  being  slow- 
ly awakened.  Out  of  eighty-two  cases', 
only  one  has  been  given  up  as  hopeless. 
But  often  it  was  months  before  any 
sign  of  mind  appeared.  In  that  of  one 
little  girl  it  took  two  years  to  teach 
her  that  her  hand  could  grasp  an  object" 
-and  lay  it  down  at  will.  Now  she  walks 
^nd  talks,  and  shows  much  intelligence. 
'  Another  little  girl  was  five  years  old 
when  five  years  ago  we  took  her  from 
the  Randall's  Island  "idiot  department." 
*where  she  was  thought  to  be  untrain- 
able,  hopelessly  feeble -rainded,.^,diiie  Is 
now  in  the  fifth  reader,  New  York  point. 
The  other  day  she  said  to  a  gentleman 
-Who  called  at  the  home:  ••On,  i  am  tais,- 
ins  tne  literary  course  at  th-c;  <-iLy 
Ssciiool." 

When  the  New  Jersey  Home  for  blind 
babies  was  first  projected  ihere  was  a 
list  of  thirty-one  blind  babies  in  ixew 
Jersey.  A  year  later  only  one  of  these 
could  be  traced,-  and  nearly  all  v^<jCG 
dead. 

There  are  about  80,000  adult  blind  in 
ithe  United  States.  How  many  died  In 
babvhood  is  a  pitiful  question.  Mosi  o£. 
the    adult    blind    are    absolutely    depend- 


ent  persons,  without  grace,  without 
poise,  without  the  innei"  life  that  roe^nft 
so  much  10  all  of  us,  the  life  of  imag-in- 
ation  which  books  and  thought  deveiop. 
Takfn  in  babyhood  they  might  in  m^uy 
cases  have  been  self-supporting-.  in. 
nearly  all  cases  their  lives  could  hav« 
been  rendered  richer,  fuller,  belter, 
v/orth    living-. 

Jn  the  constructive  imagination  of  Ihfi. 
author,  in  tlie  art  of  the  orator,  ia 
music,  instrumental  or  vocal,  interpre- 
tative or  creative,  a  blind  person  has 
almost  an  equal  chance  with  one  who 
can  see,  bfcause  of  the  mental  concen- 
tration ea#y  to  one  not  confused  or  dis- 
tracted tf  sight  images.: — Mrs.  Cynthia 
Westover   Alden. 
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